
ORDINANCE 2016-09-03 

AN ORDINANCE THAT THE PROPOSED TEXT 
AMENDMENTS OF THE OFFICIAL ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BELLEVUE, 
KENTUCKY ATTACHED HERETO BE APPROVED. 

 
WHEREAS, the proposed text amendments to the Official Zoning Ordinance of the City of Bellevue 

were initiated by the City of Bellevue Planning and Zoning Commission; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Bellevue Planning and Zoning Commission conducted a public hearing on 
September 6, 2016 to solicit public comment on the proposed text amendments to the Official Zoning 
Ordinance, and has reviewed the written record which is attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference; 
and  

 
WHEREAS, it is necessary to review and update the Official Zoning Ordinance of the City of 

Bellevue through amendments, additions, deletions and insertions, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the Bellevue Planning and Zoning Commission has found it necessary to update the 

Official Zoning Ordinance of the City of Bellevue to provide text for the type of zones which may be used 
and the regulations which may be imposed in each zone; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Bellevue Planning and Zoning Commission has found it necessary to update the 

Official Zoning Ordinance of the City of Bellevue to regulate the activity on land, regulate buildings, 
structures and signs, regulate open spaces, regulate intensity of use, regulate districts of special interest, and 
regulate fringe areas of each district; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Bellevue Planning and Zoning Commission has found it necessary to update the 

Official Zoning Ordinance of the City of Bellevue to regulate the placement of fences within the city. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Bellevue City Council that the text amendments 

attached hereto be approved and that the Official Zoning Ordinance be updated to reflect these changes. 
 
APPROVED: 
 
 
 
Mayor Edward Riehl 

 
Attest: 
 
                                         
Mary H. Scott, City Clerk 
 
1st reading ____________________ 
 
2nd reading ____________________ 
 
Publication ____________________ 
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CITY OF BELLEVUE         Application 16-009 
Planning & Zoning Commission         TEXT AMENDMENT | SECTION 9.35 

Short-Term Rental Regulations 
 

09.06.2016 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The request for this text amendment originated with the City Administration. The intent is to provide clarification to 
the regulations governing Short-Term Rental activity in the City of Bellevue.  
 
City staff has experienced challenges where the current Short-Term Rental regulations by definition, which rely on 
the Home Occupation Regulations under ARTICLE IX: Section 9.11 of the zoning code, and finds the 
administrative application in conflict with the original intent of the City’s short-term rental policy.	 Staff recognizes 
the need to create a new SECTION 9.35, within ARTICLE IX: GENERAL REGULATIONS, to provide a one 
central location to address Short-Term Rental Regulations within the City of Bellevue. 
 
The regulations have been prepared with the specific goal to maintain compliance with state and local zoning, 
building, lodging, and life-safety regulations, and to guide and regulate landlords seeking to utilize short-term 
rental activity. 
 
 
FINDINGS OF FACT 
 
Staff finds the proposed text amendments in agreement with, and not in conflict of, the Goal & Objectives of the 
Bellevue Comprehensive Plan of record. 
 
  
OVERVIEW OF TEXT AMENDMENTS  
 
EXISTING REGULATIONS.  
 

Per ARTICLE 7 – DEFINITIONS 
 
Short-Term Rental: An owner-occupied dwelling unit or portion of an owner-occupied dwelling unit that is 
rented or leased to one person, family or entity no more than a thirty-day basis. The owner shall occupy 
the premise for the majority of the calendar year. This use shall be regulated as a Home Occupation 
under Section 9.11 and owner shall provide emergency contact information to the city. The premise shall 
be subject to inspection as determined by the Building Inspector 

 
 
RECOMMENDED TEXT AMENDMENTS 
 
PER KRS 100 REQUIREMENTS. Strike thru text denotes, text to be removed within the existing code. Underlined 
text denotes, new text to be included within the existing code. 
 

SECTION 9.35 – SHORT-TERM RENTAL REGULATIONS 
 
A short-term rental building is an owner-occupied dwelling which includes guest-rooms or suites for rent by 
persons not members of the owner-occupant’s household. The operation of short-term rental units is subject 
to the following standards and conditions: 
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A. A permit from the City is required, and application is to be made to the Zoning Administrator and subject 
to the Conditional Use process described in Article VII (Definitions) of the Official Zoning Ordinance of the 
City of Bellevue. 
 

B. Short-term rental units are permitted in attached single-family dwellings, detached single-family dwellings, 
two-family dwellings, townhomes, and condominiums. 
 

C. Short-term rentals are not permitted in the following: bed-and-breakfast, hotel or a motel, an extended 
stay hotel or motel, a dwelling organized as seniors’ housing, and a multi-family dwelling with separate 
housekeeping units. 
 

D. A dwelling unit for purposes of this section is the owner-occupant’s principal residence for at least 180 
days per calendar year.   

 
E. Short-term rental guests shall not stay more than fourteen (14) consecutive days in duration. 

 
F. Each dwelling subject used for short-term rental shall have no more than three (3) guest-rooms.  Each 

floor shall have a functioning carbon-monoxide alarm, each hallway interconnecting guest-rooms shall 
have a functioning smoke detector, no guest-room shall have more than four occupants, and each guest-
room shall have a functioning smoke detector.   
 

G. Guests may use a kitchen to prepare meals.  Kitchens used by guests equipped with a stove, oven, or 
range shall have a fire extinguisher conspicuously displayed and a functioning smoke detector. 
 

H. Signs for identifying or advertising short-term rentals are not permitted. Signage SHALL be regulated by 
Section 15.2 (B) of this ordinance. 
 

I. Owners of short-term rental units must obtain an occupational/business license from the City. 
 

J. Each dwelling used for short-term rental shall be subject to inspection by the Building Inspector prior to 
the issue of an annual permit, and at the time of annual review. 
 

K. Violators of the term of this section are subject to fines of $100 per day, and subject to termination of the 
short-term rental permit and the owner’s occupational/business license. 

 
 

ARTICLE 7 – DEFINITIONS. Intent is to delete existing definition and replace with new definition. 
Short-Term Rental: An owner-occupied dwelling unit or portion of an owner-occupied dwelling unit that is 
rented or leased to one person, family or entity no more than a thirty-day basis. The owner shall occupy the 
premise for the majority of the calendar year. This use shall be regulated as a Home Occupation under 
Section 9.11 and owner shall provide emergency contact information to the city. The premise shall be subject 
to inspection as determined by the Building Inspector. 
 
A short-term rental building is an owner-occupied dwelling which includes guest-rooms or suites for rent by 
persons not members of the owner-occupant’s household. Short-term rentals are subject to the standards and 
conditions set forth in SECTION 9.35 – SHORT-TERM RENTAL REGULATIONS this Ordinance.   
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