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A MESSAGE FROM
MAYOR CHARLIE CLEVES

On Saturday August 8, 2020, the park at the
corner of Ward and Center streets in
Bellevue was dedicated to Diane Witte.
My earliest recognition of Diane was seeing
her and Rosalie Rothfuss working on the
flowerbed at Nagel Park. While there have
been numerous people each donating
hundreds of hours to keep Bellevue
beautiful, the one constant through all of
the Mayors and many volunteers is Diane
Witte.
From the Bellevue Civic Association to the
Bellevue Renaissance to the Friends of
Bellevue to the Bellevue Neighborhood
Association, Diane has outlasted many
organizations. I routinely see one of her kids
or grandkids (mostly Colin) helping her
around town.
At Christmas time, I would run into Colin
and Diane at 9 pm redoing the planters on
Fairfield Avenue.

Once the Board of Council agreed to
name a park in her honor, Scott
stepped forward to take the lead with
the design and construction. Scott is
on the Bellevue City council and is the
head of the tree board.
Mary Scott, City Clerk/Treasurer,
applied for and received a $6000.
Grant from Duke Energy. Many other
people added to the grant with their
own donations and the project was
upgraded.
Scott Witte still had loftier plans and
wound up doing a lot of the labor
himself for free to get the quality he
and most of Bellevue thought his
mother deserved.
The Witte family is a special part of
Bellevue and we appreciate all of their
hard work and dedication. Diane leads
by example and I hope others can learn
from that.
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BEAUTIFICATION OF
BELLEVUE

Annie McCartney came up with an
idea on how to get more people
involved in the beautification of
Bellevue. She picked a date, July 22,
and asked volunteers to donate one
hour of their time, and pick a block or
an area that they frequented and
loved to beautify.
She asked for and received help from
the City to supply her with 5-gallon
buckets, trash bags, litter grabbers,
brooms and more.
Her timing was perfect because it was
cleanup week in the City of Bellevue
and we had dumpsters behind the
City building all weekend. Thirty
people showed up including Jim and
Bev McPhail who brought bottled
water for everyone.
My family picked the 100 block of
Fairfield Avenue since it is our
gateway to the business district. We
were able to get more than half of the
block cleaned up with the help of
Carlo who lives in this block. Annie
only asked each person to work one
hour. Great project Annie. Keep up
the good work.
There are many people involved in
keeping up the flowers and
landscaping all throughout our
city and spend hundreds of hours to
keep it looking the way it does.
Hopefully, projects like this will get
new people to join and become a part
of this elite group of caretakers for
our city.

LINCOLN ROAD

The bids for the Lincoln Road
project were due in our office by
August 7. This gave us enough time
to review them and award the
contract to the winning bidder
on August 12 at our City council
meeting.
Hopefully the company we chose
will be in a position to start the
project immediately. I was happy
to see that contractors interested
in doing our project picked up
more than a dozen packets.
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DARKNESS SHINES
BRIGHT

On Saturday, July 25, Ron Sanders of
Darkness rolled out the fourth
anniversary celebration of Darkness
Brewing. Only this year it included
businesses up and down the Avenue.
To say it was a success is an
understatement. Many businesses
had a very successful day which was
badly needed in this time of Covid-19
closures and restrictions. For 95
percent of the time, Gov. Beshear’s
orders were followed pretty closely.
It was at 9:45-10 pm that some of the
partygoers started leaving off their
masks without social distancing.
Although this was not a City
sponsored event, we still have to
keep everyone safe.
Once 10 pm hit and the live bands
and outdoor music ended, the event
came back into compliance.
My goal is to keep all of the
businesses alive in Bellevue until
they can get open 100 percent
capacity again. This event has
helped me achieve my goal.
Darkness is a special attraction for
Bellevue, and we appreciate what
they have to offer.
After the event, Ron met with us at
City Hall in our weekly staff meeting
to discuss how we can do things
better the next time.

CASUALTIES OF COVID-19

Sesquicentennial Grand Event, Art in
the Park, Car show, Senior Luncheon,
Second Saturday Concerts and WEBN
Fireworks were all cancelled or
postponed due to the pandemic.
Hopefully one of the vaccines they are
working on solves the problem
permanently.
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FEMA PROJECT

Finally, there is movement again on
the project. We have been contacted by
FEMA and told we must get agreements
signed so when the project gets the final
OK we can start as quickly as possible.
I will be contacting residents impacted by
the FEMA hillside stabilization project
through the block captains or in-person
within the next 30 days. The sooner we
get this done the quicker the walls will get
started.

BIG LOTS OPENING

The remodeled Big Lots location in
Bellevue is celebrated its grand
opening on Saturday, July 25.The
store, located at 15 Donnermeyer
Blvd., will reflect a new format from
the national retail chain, with
redesigned aisles. Check it out!

GOLD STAR OPENING

Bellevue's Gold Star Chili re opened on
August 10th after extensive interior and
exterior renovations.
“Gold Star Chili has been a long-time
partner with the Bellevue community.
They have hosted fundraisers for civic
events and contributed a lot of money
to the Boys and Girls Club over the
years. The inside of the restaurant is
always clean and spotless, and service is
great. I hope our Bellevue citizens will
continue to support Gold Star Chili.
Congratulations on their new menu and
look.”- Frank Warnock
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SOCIAL MEDIA

Many exciting things happening on
social media! Make sure to follow
both:
The City of Bellevue
Shop Bellevue-IN VUE

FIRST FRIDAY

First Friday is taking place on September
4 at 6pm. Most of the shops and
restaurants on the avenue will be open
late for the occasion! Kentucky Derby
theme- Bet You'll Have a Good Time!
Wear your Derby Day finest! Hats and
Bow Ties!

