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ARTICLE I – A ZONING ORDINANCE 

 

 

SECTION 1.0 

 

AN ORDINANCE DIVIDING THE CITY OF BELLEVUE, COMMONWEALTH OF 

KENTUCKY, INTO ZONES. ZONES OF SUCH SHAPE AND AREA AS ARE DEEMED 

BEST SUITED TO CARRY OUT THESE REGULATIONS: REGULATING THE 

LOCATION, HEIGHT, NUMBER OF STORIES AND SIZE OF BUILDINGS AND OTHER 

STRUCTURES; REGULATING THE SIZE OF YARDS AND OTHER OPEN SPACES 

AND THE DENSITY AND DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION AND THE USES OF 

BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES AND LAND FOR RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL, 

INDUSTRIAL, AND OTHER PURPOSES; PRESCRIBING PENALTIES FOR THE 

VIOLATIONS; PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT; A BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT AND 

REPEALING ALL REGULATIONS, RESOLUTIONS, ORDERS, ORDINANCES AND/OR 

CODES IN CONFLICT WITH THIS ORDINANCE. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Bellevue, Commonwealth of Kentucky, 

as follows: 
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ARTICLE II – AUTHORITY AND PURPOSE 
 

SECTION 2.0 - AUTHORITY  

 

The City Council of the City of Bellevue in pursuance of the authority of Kentucky Revised 

Statutes (KRS 100.201-100.991) hereby ordains and enacts into law the following Articles 

and Sections. 

 

SECTION 2.1 - PURPOSE 

 

The zoning regulations and districts as herein set forth have been prepared in accordance 

with an adopted goals and objectives for the City of Bellevue to promote the public health, 

safety, morals, and general welfare of the City, to facilitate orderly and harmonious 

development and the visual or historical character of the City, and to regulate the density 

of population and intensity of land use in order to provide for adequate light and air. In 

addition, this Ordinance has been prepared to provide for vehicle off-street parking and 

loading and/or unloading space, as well as to facilitate fire and police protection, and to 

prevent the overcrowding of land, blight, danger, and congestion in the circulation of 

people and commodities, and the loss of life, health, or property from fire, flood, or other 

dangers. The zoning regulations and districts as herein set forth are also employed to 

protect highways, and other transportation facilities, public facilities, including schools and 

public grounds, the central business district, natural resources and other specific areas in 

the City of Bellevue which need special protection by the City. 
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ARTICLE III – SHORT TITLE 
 

SECTION 3.0 - SHORT TITLE 

 

This ordinance shall be effective throughout the City of Bellevue, Kentucky and shall be 

known, referred to, and recited to as the "OFFICIAL ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY 

OF BELLEVUE.” 
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ARTICLE IV – INTERPRETATION 
 

SECTION 4.0 - GREATER RESTRICTION 

The provisions of this Ordinance shall be held to be the minimum requirements for the 

promotion of the public safety, health, and general welfare. Where this Ordinance 

imposes a greater restriction upon the buildings, structures, or premises, upon heights of 

buildings or structures or requires larger open spaces than are imposed or required by 

any other ordinances, rules, codes, permits or regulations, or by easements, covenants, 

deed restrictions or agreements, the provisions of this Ordinance shall govern. 

SECTION 4.1 - PERMIT OR LICENSE IN VIOLATION 

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Ordinance or any other ordinances, rules, 

codes, permits or regulations of the City of Bellevue; if any permit or license is issued in 

violation of any provision of this Ordinance or purports to authorize the doing of any act 

not permitted by any provision of the Ordinance, said permit or license shall be void. 
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ARTICLE V – CONFLICT 
 

SECTION 5.0 - CONFLICT 

All ordinances and parts of ordinances of the City of Bellevue in conflict herewith are 

hereby repealed; providing, however, that such repeal shall not affect or prevent the 

prosecution or punishment of any person for any act done or committed in violation of any 

such ordinances and parts thereof hereby repealed prior to the effective date of this 

ordinance. 
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ARTICLE VI – SEVERABILITY CLAUSE 
 

SECTION 6.0 - SEVERABILITY CLAUSE 

That should any Article, Section, Subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this 

Ordinance, for any reason, be held unconstitutional or invalid, such decision or holding 

shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions hereof. It being the intent of the City 

Council of the City of Bellevue to enact each section, and portion thereof, individually, 

and each such section shall stand alone, if necessary, and be in force notwithstanding 

the invalidity of any other Section or provision. 
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ARTICLE VII – DEFINITIONS 
 

SECTION 7.0 – WORDS AND PHRASES: For the purposes of this Ordinance, certain 

terms, phrases, words, and their derivatives are herewith defined as follows: 

Words used in the future tense include the present. 
Words used in the present tense include the future. 
Words used in the singular include the plural. 
Words used in the plural include the singular. 
Words used in the masculine include the feminine. 
Words used in the feminine include the masculine. 
The word “shall” is mandatory and not directory. 
The word “may” shall be deemed as permissive. 

 

A-GRID. Cumulative, those thoroughfares that by virtue of their pre-existing pedestrian-

supportive qualities, or their future importance to pedestrian connectively, are held to the 

highest standards prescribed specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code of this 

ordinance. 

 

ACCESSORY BUILDING/STRUCTURE OR USE, CUSTOMARY. A “customary 

accessory building/structure or use” is one which: 

A. Is subordinate to and serves the principal building or principal use; 

B. Is subordinate in area, extent, or purpose, to the principal building or principal use 

served; 

C. Contributes to the comfort, convenience, or necessity of occupants of the principal 

building or principal use served; and 

D. Is located on the same lot as the principal building or principal use served, with the 

single exception of such accessory off-street parking facilities as are permitted to 

be located elsewhere than on the same lot with the building or use served. 

 

ACCESS POINT. An access point is one of the following:     

A. A driveway, a local street, or a collector street, intersecting an arterial street;  

B. A driveway or a local street intersecting a collector street; or  

C. A driveway or local street intersecting a local street. 

 

ACCESSORY UNIT. An apartment not greater than 440 square feet sharing ownership 

and utility connections with a principal building; it may or may not be within an outbuilding. 

Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code of this ordinance. 

 

ADDITION. An enclosed, in part or in full, roofed structure that increases the height, 

length, width, or gross floor area of an existing building or structure. An addition that is 

connected by a firewall or is separated by independent perimeter load-bearing walls shall 

be considered new construction. 
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ADJACENT GRADE LEVEL. Natural elevation of the ground surface, prior to 

construction, next to the proposed walls of the structure or building. 

 

ADULT ENTERTAINMENT.  See: SEXUALLY ORIENTED BUSINESS 

 

AGRICULTURE. The use of land for purposes including but not limited to dairying, 

farming, floriculture, horticulture, pasturage, viticulture, and animal and poultry husbandry 

and the necessary accessory uses for packing, treating, or storing the produce; provided, 

however, that the operation of any such accessory use shall be secondary to that of the 

normal agricultural activities. See: KRS 100.111. 

 

AIR RIGHTS. The ownership or control of that area of space at and above a horizontal 

plane over the ground surface of land. This horizontal plane shall be at a height above 

the existing or proposed development (depending on the individual property in question) 

which is reasonably necessary or legally required for the full and free use of the ground 

surface. 

 

ALLEY. Public right-of-way which normally affords a secondary means of access to 

abutting property. 

 

ALTERNATIVE ANTENNA TOWER. Manmade trees, clock towers, bell steeples, light 

poles, church spires, belfry, chimney flue, elevator bulkhead, air-conditioning unit or other 

building equipment normally maintained above the roof line of a building. 

 

ANIMALS, DOMESTIC. Dogs, cats, birds other than farm animals / livestock, reptiles 

under twenty (20) pounds, ferrets, rabbits, rodents, insects, arachnids, and fish, that have 

been bred and/or raised to live in or about the habitation of humans and are dependent 

on people for food and shelter. 

 

ANIMALS, EXOTIC. Any animal not defined by this ordinance as farm animals / livestock, 

domestic animals, or wildlife. 

 

ANIMALS, FARM / LIVESTOCK. (1) All cattle or animals of the bovine species; (2) all 

horses, mules, burros and asses or animals of the equine species; (3) all goats or animals 

of the caprice species; (4) all swine or animals of the porcine species; (5) all sheep or 

animals of the ovine species; (6) all fowl or animals of the order Galliforme (gamebirds); 

(7) all ducks and geese or animals of the Anatidae (water fowl) family; and (8) all ostrich, 

emu, rhea and cassowaries.  

 

ANSI/NFPA. "ANSI/NFPA" means the American National Standards Institute/National 

Fire Protection Association. 
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ANTENNA(S) OR RELATED EQUIPMENT. Any transmitting, receiving or other 

equipment used in conjunction with a Wireless Communications Facility. The term 

includes Utility or Transmission Equipment, power supplies, generators, batteries, cables, 

equipment buildings, cabinets and storage sheds, shelters, or similar equipment. This 

definition does not include Cellular Antenna Towers. 

 

ANTIMATED. The use of movement, lighting, or special materials to depict action or 

create a special effect to animate movement. 

 

APARTMENT. A portion of a building consisting of a room or suite of rooms intended, 

designed, or used as a permanent residence by an individual, household or one (1) family. 

 

APPLICATION: The completed form and all accompanying documents, exhibits, and 

fees.  

 

ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENT. A prominent or significant part or detail of a building, 

structure or site. 

 

ASSISTED LIVING. See: RESIDENTIAL CARE FACILITIES.   

 

ATTIC. The interior part of a building contained within a roof structure and above the last 

story.  

 

AUTOMATED TELLER MACHINE (ATM). An electronic device used by the public for 

conducting financial transactions such as withdrawing or depositing cash from a bank, 

savings, credit union, credit card or similar account wherein the customer operates the 

device independently. An Automated Teller Machine (ATM) shall not be considered an 

unmanned kiosk (See: kiosk, unmanned of this ordinance). 

 

AUTOMOBILE. A self-propelled vehicle designed for carrying ten (10) passengers or less 

and used for transportation of persons. This term shall not include a truck or heavy truck. 

 

AUTOMOBILE AND TRAILER SALES AREAS. Any area used for the display, sale, or 

rental of new or used automobiles or trailers and where only minor incidental repair of 

such automobiles or trailers may take place. 

 

AUTOMOBILE REPAIR SERVICES. Any building, structure, improvements, or land used 

for the indoor repair and maintenance of automobiles, motorcycles, trucks, recreational 

vehicles, trailers, or similar vehicles. Repair services include but are not limited to body, 

fender, muffler or upholstery work, oil change and lubrication, painting, tire service and 

sales, or installation of CB radios, alarms, stereo equipment or cellular telephones. 

 



Article VII – Definitions 

Zoning Ordiance – Revised 2019   7-4 
City of Bellevue, KY   

AUTOMOTIVE PARTS/SUPPLY, RETAIL. An establishment engaged in the indoor 

display and sale of new or used parts for automobiles, trucks, motorcycles, recreational 

vehicles, boats and similar type equipment. 

 

AVENUE (AV). A thoroughfare of high vehicular capacity and low to moderate speed, 

acting as a short distance connector between urban centers, and usually equipped with 

a landscaped median. Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code of this ordinance. 

 

AWNING. A covering that projects from and is supported by the wall of a building for the 

purpose of shielding a doorway or window from the elements. 

 

B-GRID. Cumulatively, those thoroughfares that by virtue of their function, location, or 

absence of pre-existing pedestrian-supportive qualities, may meet a standard lower than 

that of the A-Grid.  Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code of this ordinance. 

 

BACKBUILDING. A single-story structure connecting a principal building to an 

outbuilding. See TABLE 21-19, specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code of this 

ordinance. 

 

BANK & FINANCIAL INSTITUTION. A bank, insurance company, credit union, building 

and loan association, savings and loan association, investment trust or other organization 

held out to the public as a place of deposit of funds or medium of savings or collective 

investment, and my include unmanned automated teller machines. Shall not include 

pawnshops. 

 

BANQUET FACILITY. See COMMERCIAL MEETING FACILITY. 

 

BAR, DRINKING ESTABLISHMENT. A “Drinking Establishment” shall be defined as a 

bar, nightclub, lounge or dance hall primarily devoted to the serving of alcoholic 

beverages and in which the service of food is only incidental to the consumption of such 

beverages. No more than twenty-five percent (25%) of the gross floor area shall be used 

for entertainment. For the purpose of this definition, entertainment shall be limited to 

dancing and/or recorded or live music. This classification shall not include a sexually 

oriented business. 

 

BARBER SHOP (AKA SALON AND SPA). Any establishment or place of business 

devoted to the cutting and/or grooming of hair and wherein cosmetology is offered or 

practiced on a regular basis for compensation. This classification shall not include tattoo 

parlors / body piercing studios / body painting studios. 

 

BASEMENT. As defined in Section R202 of the Kentucky Residential Code, that portion 

of a building between the floor and ceiling, which is so located that the vertical distance 

from the average level of the adjoining grade to the ceiling, 
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BEAUTY SALON (AKA SALON AND SPA). Any establishment or place of business 

devoted to the cutting and/or grooming of hair and wherein cosmetology is offered or 

practiced on a regular basis for compensation. This classification shall not include tattoo 

parlors / body piercing studios / body painting studios. 

 

BED & BREAKFAST. An owner-occupied dwelling with units for hire and at which meals 

are prepared and served by the owner. The operation of a bed and breakfast is subject 

to the standards and conditions set forth in SECTION 9.34 REGULATION OF BED AND 

BREAKFAST ESTABLISHMENTS of this ordinance.  

 

BICYCLE DOCKING STATION. A group of bikes secured to unique, and specific bike 

share rack. These racks are exclusively for bike share bicycles and not for locking 

personal bicycles. Greater Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky area bike share system is 

named “Red Bike.” 

 

BICYCLE LANE (BL). A dedicated lane for cycling within a moderate-speed vehicular 

roadway, thoroughfare, demarcated by striping and signage. 

 

BICYCLE PARKING SPACE. "Bicycle Parking Space" means an area of no less than 

two (2) feet in width by six (6) feet in length provided for securing a bicycle to a bicycle 

rack, bicycle locker, or similar system for securing a bicycle. 

 

BICYCLE ROUTE (BR). A roadway thoroughfare suitable for the shared use of bicycles 

and automobiles moving at low speeds identified with signage. 

 

BICYCLE TRAIL (BT). A bicycle way running independently of a vehicular roadway. 

 

BINDING ELEMENT.  A binding requirement, provision, restriction, or condition imposed 

by a planning commission or its designee, or a promise or agreement made by an 

applicant in writing in connection with the approval of a land use development plan or 

subdivision plan.  SEE KRS 100.403(4). 

 

BLIGHTED AREA. "Blighted area" means an area (other than a slum area as defined in 

this section) where by reason of the predominance of defective or inadequate street 

layout, faulty lot layout in relation to size, adequacy, accessibility, or usefulness, 

submergence of lots by water or other unsanitary or unsafe conditions, deterioration of 

site improvements, diversity of ownership, tax delinquency, defective or unusual 

conditions of title, improper subdivision or obsolete platting, or any combination of such 

reasons, development of such blighted area (which may include some incidental buildings 

or improvements) into predominantly housing uses is being prevented. See: KRS 99.340 

(2). 
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BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT (BOARD). The “Board’s” general responsibilities are to hear 

appeals from decisions of the Zoning Administrator and to consider requests for variances 

and exceptions. The duties of the Board of Adjustment are as specified in KRS 100.217.  

 

BOAT / WATERCRAFT. A vehicle designed for traveling in or on water that is propelled 

by oars, sails, or one or more combustion engine(s). For the purpose of this definition, a 

boat / watercraft shall not be considered a recreational vehicle. When parked or stored 

out of the water, the definition shall include the trailer. 

 

BOCA CODE. Refers to standard set forth by Building Officials and Code Administrators 

International, Incorporated. Single family dwellings and modular homes fall under this 

code. These regulations do not apply to manufacture or mobile homes constructed to the 

HUD Code specifications. 

 

BOULEVARD (BV). A roadway thoroughfare designed for high vehicular capacity and 

moderate speed, traversing an urbanized area. Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based 

Code of this ordinance. 

 

BREW PUB. An eating place that includes the brewing of beer as an accessory use. The 

brewing operation processes water, malt, hops, and yeast into beer or ale by mashing, 

cooking, and fermenting. The area used for brewing, including bottling and kegging, shall 

not exceed twenty-five percent (25%) of the total gross floor area of the commercial 

space. 

 

BUFFER AREA or YARD. A physical buffer or separation between two (2) or more 

incompatible land uses or structures due to design, function, use, or operation; mitigated 

by open space, landscaped area, fence, wall, berm or any combination thereof. See 

SECTION 9.17 of this ordinance. 

 

BUILDING. A structure enclosed within exterior walls, built, erected and framed of a 

combination of materials, having a roof to form a structure for the shelter of persons, 

animals, or property of any kind and excluding any structure designed as a mobile-trailer 

or other type trailer. 

 

BUILDING, ALTERATION OF. Any change or rearrangement in the supporting members 

(such as bearing walls, beams, columns, or girders) of a building, or any addition to a 

building, or movement of a building from one location to another. 

 

BUILDING, AREA OR LOT COVERAGE BY BUILDING. That portion of a lot or building 

site that can be legally occupied by the ground floor of the principal building or use and 

all permitted accessory uses. 
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BUILDING, COMPLETELY ENCLOSED. A building separated on all sides from the 

adjacent open space, or from other buildings or other structures, by a permanent roof and 

by exterior walls or party walls, pierced only by windows and normal entrance or exit 

doors. 

 

BUILDING, DETACHED. A building surrounded by open space on the same lot or tract 

of land. 

 

BUILDING, EDGEYARD. A building that occupies the center of its lot with setbacks on 

all sides. Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code of this ordinance. See TABLE 21-

10. EDGEYARD BUILDING types include the following: 

A. COTTAGE.  A single-family dwelling, on a regular lot, often shared with an 

accessory building in the back yard. 

B. ESTATE HOUSE. A single-family dwelling on a very large lot of rural character, 

often shared by one or more accessory buildings.  

C. HOUSE. Usually a single-family dwelling on a large lot, often shared with an 

accessory building in the back yard.  

 

BUILDING, FLEX. A rear-yard, fully mixed-use building type that may accommodate a 

mixture of retail, office and/or residential. Office uses have floor plates deeper than 

residential uses. Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code of this ordinance. (Sin: 

Mixed-use block, office building, shopfront). 

 

BUILDING, LINER. A building specifically designed to mask a parking lot or a parking 

structure from a frontage. Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code of this ordinance. 

 

BUILDING, OPEN-MARKET. A structure consisting of a roof or other overhead cover 

providing shade and protection from precipitation, supported by columns or walls with 

large openings that allow air circulation from which goods, crafts, produce or similar items 

are offered for sale or trade. 

 

BUILDING, REARYARD. A building that occupies the full frontage line, leaving the rear 

of the lot as the sole yard. Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code of this ordinance, 

see TABLE 21-9. 

 

BUILDING, SIDEYARD. A building that occupies one side of the lot with a setback on the 

other side. This type can be a single or twin depending on whether it abuts the neighboring 

house. Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code of this ordinance, see TABLE 21-10. 

 

BUILDING ENVELOPE. The volume of space for which a principal building could be 

extended. 
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BUILDING HEIGHT. The vertical distance measured from average elevation of the 

finished grade adjoining the building at the front building line to the highest point of the 

roof surfaces, if a flat roof; to the deck line of a mansard roof; and to the average height 

level between eaves and ridge for gable, hip, and gambrel roofs. 

 

BUILDING INSPECTOR. The official or officials appointed by the legislative body to 

administer and enforce the building codes. 

 

BUILDING MAINTENANCE SERVICE. An establishment providing carpet cleaning, 

carpentry, roofing, exterminator, glazing, janitorial services, electrical repair, plumbing, 

heating and air conditioning, upholstery, painting and paper hanging and sign painting. 

 

BUILDING MATERIALS SALES AND SERVICE. An establishment retailing, wholesaling 

or rental of building supplies or construction equipment. This classification includes 

lumberyards, home improvement sales and services, tool and equipment sales or rental 

establishments. 

 

BUILDING PERMIT. A permit issued by the authority of the legislative body authorizing 

the construction or alteration of a specific building, structure, sign or fence on a specific 

tract. No building or other structure shall be erected, moved, added to, or structurally 

altered without a permit issued by the legislative body. 

 

BUS. A rubber-tired motor vehicle that is designed for roadway operation for public 

transportation service. 

 

BUSINESS. Any enterprise, activity, trade, occupation, profession or undertaking of any 

nature conducted for gain or profit, specifically including any activity within the meaning, 

scope and context of KRS 92.280, KRS 92.281 and § 181 of the Kentucky Constitution. 

“BUSINESS” shall not include funds, foundations, corporations or associations organized 

and operated for the exclusive and sole purpose of religious, charitable, scientific, literary, 

educational, civic or fraternal purposes, where no part of the earnings, incomes or 

receipts of such unit, group, or association inures to the benefit of any private shareholder 

or other person. See Bellevue Municipal Code. 

 

CAMPER / VACATION MOBILE UNIT. See: RECREATIONAL VEHICLE 

 

CANOPY. A permanently roofed shelter covered with fabric, projecting over a sidewalk 

that may be supported at one (1) end by a building and is wholly or partially supported by 

columns, poles, or braces extending from the ground. Shall not include awnings. 

 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT. Any building or infrastructure project that will be owned by a 

governmental unit and purchased or built with direct appropriations from the 

governmental unit, or with bonds backed by its full faith and credit, or, in whole or in part, 
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with federal or other public funds, or in any combination thereof. A project may include 

construction, installation, project management or supervision, project planning, 

engineering, or design, and the purchase of land or interests in land. 

 

CAR WASH. A building or portion thereof, containing facilities for washing automobiles, 

using production line methods with chain conveyer, blower, steam cleaning devices, or 

other mechanical devices. The use of personnel for one (1) or more phases of this 

operation in conjunction with or without complete automatic or mechanical devices does 

not alter its classification. For the purpose of this ordinance, coin operated devices, of the 

above nature, which are operated on a self-service basis, shall be construed to be the 

same. 

 

CARPORT.  A permanent roofed structure permanently open on at least two (2) sides, 

designed for or occupied by motor vehicles. See GARAGE, PRIVATE. 

 

CELLULAR ANTENNA TOWER. Any structure that is designated and constructed, or an 

existing facility that has been adapted, for the location of transmission or related 

equipment to be used in the provision of cellular telecommunications services or personal 

communications services.  

 

 

CELLULAR TELECOMMUNICATION SERVICE. A retail telecommunications service 

that uses radio signals transmitted through cell sites and mobile switching stations. 

 

 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATNESS, HISTORIC. A Certificate of Appropriateness, 

guided by the Historic Preservation Design Guidelines, is to be reviewed by the Bellevue 

Historic Preservation Commission when exterior alterations are visible to the public, new 

construction, demolition or relocation. 

 

CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY. A Certificate of Occupancy or a Certificate of 

Inspection issued by the proper authority at the completion of an improvement pursuant 

to building permit or change of occupancy. 

 

CERTIFIED LOCAL GOVERNMENT. Certified Local Government (CLG) is any local 

government that has an established historic preservation commission and has been 

certified by the State Historic Preservation Officer as having met all federal and state 

standards. The CLG must sign an agreement with the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 

agreeing to develop and administer its local preservation program so that it complies with 

national and state preservation goals and standards. Any city participating in the Certified 

Local Government Historic Preservation Program shall comply with the regulations of the 

Kentucky Heritage Commission. See: KRS and BELLEVUE MUNICIPAL CODE 153.02. 
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CITIZEN MEMBER. Any member of the Planning and Zoning Commission or Board of 

Adjustments who is not an elected official or employee of the legislative body. 

 

CITY. The City of Bellevue, Commonwealth of Kentucky. 

 

CITY ADMINISTRATION.  Employees of the municipality charged with overseeing the 

permitting process. This definition may include zoning, building, economic development, 

and engineering, utility, and life safety personnel. 

 

CIVIC PARKING RESERVE. Parking structure or parking lot within a quarter-mile of the 

site that it serves. Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code of this ordinance, see 

SECTION 21.4(H) 2.b. 

 

CIVIC SPACE. An outdoor area dedicated for public use.  

 

CLEARING. Any activity that removes existing vegetation or strips surface material from 

any portion of the site. 

 

CLINIC / HOSPITAL, ANIMAL.  A place where animals are given medical or surgical 

treatment and are cared for during the time of such treatment. Use as a kennel shall be 

limited to short-time boarding and shall be only incidental to such hospital use. Outdoor 

runs, pens and/or cages shall not be permitted. 

 

CLINIC, HUMAN CARE. A building used by medical persons for the healing arts or 

treatment of persons on an out-patient basis only. Drug/Alcohol treatment or rehabilitation 

programs are not considered clinics under this definition. 

 

CLUB & LODGE. A meeting, recreational, or social facility of a private or nonprofit 

organization or public institution primarily for use by members or guests including 

residential accommodations that are available to members or guests on a temporary 

basis but excluding residential hotels. This classification includes union halls and social 

clubs.  

 

CO-LOCATION. To locate two (2) or more transmission antennas or related equipment 

on the same Cellular Antenna Tower.  

 

COLLEGE. An institution of higher education providing curricula of a general, religious, 

or professional nature, typically granting recognized degrees, including conference 

centers and academic retreats associated with such institutions. This classification 

includes business and computer schools, management training, technical and trade 

schools, but excludes personal instructional services. 
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COMMERCIAL.  A business use or activity involving the office, retail, and lodging 

functions. 

 

COMMERCIAL, TEMPORARY USES. To display goods and services on paved surfaced 

areas. Such temporary uses are subject to certain limitations and, if these limitations 

cannot be satisfied, the use is prohibited. Temporary Commercial Uses are by permit, 

see SECTION 9.27 TEMPORARY COMMERCIAL USES of this ordinance. 

 

COMMERCIAL MEETING FACILITY. A facility used for assemblies or meetings of the 

members or representatives of a group, such as convention centers and banquet halls. 

This classification does not include clubs, lodges or other meeting facilities of private or 

non-profit groups that are primarily used by group members. 

 

COMMERCIAL VEHICLE. Any motorized vehicle other than one used for non-

commercial personal or family transportation, recreation, van pooling or ride sharing. 

Commercial vehicles include commercial trucks, buses, buses used as recreational 

vehicles, commercial vans, tractors, semi-trailers, motorized farm vehicles, earth moving 

equipment and construction equipment. 

 

COMMON YARD. A planted private frontage wherein the facade is set back from the 

frontage line. It is visually continuous with adjacent yards. Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form 

Based Code of this ordinance, see TABLE 21-8. 

 

COMMUNICATION BASE STATION. A structure or equipment at a fixed location that 

enables Federal Communications Commission (FCC) licensed or authorized wireless 

communication between user equipment and a communication network. 

 

COMMUNITY GARDEN. A site where any kind of plant, including flowers, is grown, and 

several individuals or households cultivate the site. The site may be divided into individual 

allotments, or gardeners may work together to cultivate the entire property. The land may 

be publicly or privately owned. The plants are grown for personal use by the gardeners, 

or for donation. Limited sales may be permitted on-site only by Condition Use. 

 

COMMUNITY UNIT. A regulatory category defining the physical form, density, and extent 

of a settlement. The two (2) community unit types addressed in this code are TND and 

RCD. The TOD community unit type may be created by an overlay on TND or RCD. 

Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code of this ordinance. 

 

COMPREHENSIVE (MASTER) PLAN. A guide for public and private actions and 

decisions to assure the development of public and private property in the, most 

appropriate relationships for future control and advisement. It shall contain, as a 

minimum, the following elements, per KRS Chapter 100: 

A. A statement of goals and objectives, principles, policies, and standards; 
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B. A land use plan element; 

C. A transportation plan element; 

D. A community facilities plan element; 

 

CONCEALED LIGHTING SOURCE. An artificial light source intended to illuminate the 

face of a sign, the direct source of which is shielded from public view and surrounding 

properties. 

 

CONDITIONAL USE. A use which is essential to or would promote the public health, 

safety, or welfare in one or more zones, but which would impair the integrity and character 

of the zone in which it is located, or in adjoining zones, unless restrictions on locations, 

size, extent and character of performance are imposed in addition to those imposed within 

this ordinance. They shall be approved by the Board of Adjustments. 

 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT. “Conditional use permit” means legal authorization to 

undertake a conditional use, issued by the Zoning Administrator, pursuant to authorization 

by the Board of Adjustments, consisting of two (2) parts: 

A. A statement of the factual determination by the Board of Adjustments which 

justifies the issuance of the permit; and 

B. A statement of the specific conditions which must be met in order for the use to be 

permitted. 

 

CONFORMING USE. Any lawful use of a building, structure, lot, sign, or fence that 

complies with the provisions of this ordinance. 

 

CONFIGURATION. The form of a building, based on its massing, private frontage, and 

height. 

 

CONSTRUCTION, START OF. (Includes substantial improvement and other proposed 

development).  The date a building permit is issued, provided the actual start of 

construction, repair, reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition placement or other 

improvement is within one hundred eighty (180) days of the permit date. The actual start 

means the first placement of permanent construction of a structure (including 

manufactured home) on a site, such as the pouring of slabs or footings, the installation of 

piles, construction of columns, or any work beyond the stage of excavation; or the 

placement of a manufactured home on a foundation. Permanent construction does not 

include land preparation, such as clearing, grading, and filling; nor does it include the 

installation of streets and/or walkways; nor does it include excavation for a basement, 

footings, piers, or foundations or the erection of temporary forms; the installation on the 

property of accessory structures, such as garages or sheds not occupied as dwelling units 

or not part of the main structure. For a substantial improvement, the actual start of 

construction means the first alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor, or other structural part of 

a building, whether or not that alteration affects the external dimensions of the structure. 
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CORRIDOR. A lineal geographic system incorporating transportation and/or greenway 

trajectories. A transportation corridor may be a lineal transect zone. Specific to ARTICLE 

XXI-Form Based Code of this ordinance. 

 

COTTAGE. SEE – BUILDING, EDGETYPE 

 

COUNTY. The County of Campbell, Commonwealth of Kentucky. 

 

COURT. An open unoccupied space other than a yard, on the same lot with a building 

and which is bounded on two (2) or more sides by the building. 

 

CURB. The boundary of that portion of the street used for vehicles whether by curbstones 

or not. See: BELLEVUE MUNICIPAL CODE 70.02. 

 

CURB CUT. Any interruption, or break in the line of a street curb or road edging in order 

to connect a driveway to a street, or otherwise to provide vehicular access to abutting 

property. In the case of streets without curbs, Curb cuts shall represent construction of 

access drives which intersect the street. 

 

CURB LEVEL. The level of the established curb in front of the building measured at the 

center of such front. Where no curb has been established, the City Engineer shall 

authorize and approve the establishment of such Curb Level or its equivalent for the 

purpose of this ordinance. 

 

DANCE HALL. An establishment in which more than ten percent (10%) of the total gross 

floor area is designed or used as a dance floor. This classification shall not include a 

sexually oriented business. 

 

DAY CARE / CHILD CARE CENTER. A non-residential facility, licensed by the 

Commonwealth of Kentucky when required and providing care and supervision for four 

(4) or more persons on a less than 24-hour basis. This classification includes nursery 

schools, preschools, day care centers for children or adults and any other day care facility 

licensed by the Commonwealth of Kentucky. The establishment shall not be used as a 

residential dwelling and the use shall be governed by the Kentucky Building Code. Same 

as Child Care Center. 

 

DAY CARE HOME – ADULT. A facility located in a permanent residence where an 

occupant of the residence provides care and supervision for three (3) or fewer adults at 

one (1) time with no outside employees. 

 

DAY CARE HOME – CHILD. A facility located in a private home in which the permanent 

residence where an occupant of the residence provides care and supervision to more 
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than two (2) but not more than six (6) children under seventeen (17) years of age for 

periods less than twenty-four (24) hours a day. 

 

DECIBEL. A unit of measurement of the intensity (loudness) of sound. Sound level 

meters that are employed to measure the intensity of sound are calibrated in "decibels". 

 

DECK. An unenclosed platform, without a roof, either freestanding or attached to a 

building, any portion of which is constructed more than six (6) inches above the adjacent 

grade level. 

 

DEMOLITION. An act or process that destroys a structure in whole or in part. See: 

BELLEVUE MUNICIPAL CODE 153.02. 

 

DENSITY OR NET DENSITY. "Density" or "Net Density" is expressed as dwelling units 

per acre or per net acre. 

 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN. Written and graphic material for the provision of a development, 

including any or all of the following: location and bulk of buildings and other structures, 

intensity of use, density of development, streets, ways, parking facilities, signs, drainage 

of surface water, access points, a plan for screening or buffering, utilities, existing 

manmade and natural conditions, and all other conditions agreed to by the applicant.  

 

DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITY OPERATIONS & SERVICES; GROUP HOMES. 

"Developmental disability" means an establishment licensed by the Commonwealth of 

Kentucky for individuals with severe chronic disability which is attributable to a mental or 

physical impairment or combination of mental and physical impairments manifested 

before the person attains the age of twenty-two (22) and is likely to continue indefinitely. 

This disability results in substantial limitations in areas of major life activity including self-

care, receptive and expressive language, learning, mobility, capacity for independent 

living and economic sufficiency and requires individually planned and coordinated 

services of a lifelong or extended duration. See: 902 KAR 20:078. Operations and 

services; group homes. 

 

DISTRICT. For purposes of this ordinance, synonymous with "ZONE". 

 

DISTURBANCE. An action that causes an alteration to soil or vegetation. The action may 

create temporary or permanent disturbance. Examples include development, exterior 

alterations, exterior improvements, demolition and removal of structures and paved 

areas, cutting, clearing, damaging, or removing native vegetation. 

 

DOORYARD. A private frontage type with a shallow setback and front garden or patio, 

usually with a low wall at the frontage line. See: TABLE 21-8. (VARIANT: LIGHTWELL.) 

Specific to Article XXI-Form Based Code of this ordinance. 
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DRIP LINE. A line connecting the tips of the outermost branches of a tree projected 

vertically onto the ground. 

 

DRIVE-THROUGH FACILITY. Facilities where food or other products may be purchased 

or services may be obtained by motorists without leaving their vehicles. Examples of 

drive-through sales facilities include fast-food restaurants, drive-through coffee, photo 

stores, pharmacies, bank teller windows and ATMs, dry cleaners, etc., but do not include 

gas station or other vehicle services. 

 

DRIVEWAY. A private, paved surface providing access for vehicles to an off-street 

parking space, parking pad, garage, dwelling, or other structure. 

 

DRUG STORE / PHARMACY. An establishment engaged in the retail sale of prescription 

drugs, nonprescription medicines, cosmetics, and related supplies. 

 

DRY CLEANING PLANT. A building or portion of a building used for cleaning fabrics, 

textiles, work apparel, or similar large quantity items, by immersion and/or agitation in 

volatile solvents including the petroleum distillate and/or chlorinated hydrocarbon types. 

 

DWELLING. Any building which is completely intended for, designed for, and used for 

residential purposes, but for the purposes of this ordinance, shall not include a 

hotel/motel, hotel, motel, nursing home, elderly / retirement housing, tourist cabins, 

college or university dormitories, or military barracks. 

 

DWELLING, ATTACHED, SINGLE-FAMILY. A dwelling unit which is attached to one (1) 

or more dwelling units, each of which has independent access to the outside of the 

building to ground level and which has no less than two (2) exterior walls fully exposed 

and not in common with the exterior walls of any other units. 

 

DWELLING, DETACHED, SINGLE-FAMILY. A dwelling standing by itself and containing 

only one (1) dwelling unit, separate from other dwellings by open space, but shall not 

include mobile homes. 

 

DWELLING, GROUP HOUSE. A building that has not less than three (3) one-family 

housekeeping units erected in a row as a single building on one (1) lot or on adjoining 

lots, each being separated from the adjoining unit or units by an approved masonry party 

wall or walls extending from the basement or cellar floor to the roof along the dividing lot 

line, and each such building being completely separated from any other building by space 

on all sides and such space shall be at least the required minimum yard setbacks as so 

specified in this ordinance. 
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DWELLING, LOFT UNIT. A dwelling unit which may contain a studio, gallery, office or 

business. 

 

DWELLING, MULTI-FAMILY. A residential building having three (3) or more dwelling 

units, as separate housekeeping units. This type of dwelling shall be inclusive of 

apartment buildings and group house dwellings. 

 

DWELLING, ROW HOUSE. A building or portion thereof designed, intended or used for 

residential purposes. The building is situated so that its side walls are shared with other 

like structures all having their own separate entrances and lots of record. 

 

DWELLING, TWO-FAMILY. A residential building exclusively containing two (2) 

dwellings units, where households live independently of each other. This type of dwelling 

shall be inclusive of dwelling, doubles and dwelling, duplexes. 

 

DWELLING UNIT. A building or portion thereof providing complete housekeeping 

facilities for one (1) person or one (1) family.  

 

EASEMENT. A right, distinct from the ownership of the land, to cross property with 

facilities such as, but not limited to, sewer lines, water lines and transmission lines, or the 

right, distinct from the ownership of the land, to reserve and hold an area for drainage of 

access purposes. 

 

EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES. Institutions providing public, private, or parochial post-

secondary school, high school, elementary school, and/or pre-school education. This 

classification shall not include facilities for industrial training and/or education. 

 

ELECTRIC VEHICLE (EV). Electric vehicle is any vehicle that operates, either partially 

or exclusively, on electrical energy from the grid, or an off-board source, that is stored on-

board for motive purpose. “Electric vehicle” includes: (1) a battery electric vehicle (BEV); 

(2) a plug-in hybrid electric vehicle (PHEV); (3) a neighborhood electric vehicle; and (4) a 

medium-speed electric vehicle. 

 

ELECTRIC VEHICLE, CHARGING STATION (EV-CS). Battery charging station is an 

electrical component assembly or cluster of component assemblies designed specifically 

to charge batteries within electric vehicles, which meet or exceed any standards, codes, 

and regulations set forth within this ordnance. 

 

ELECTRIC VEHICLE, PLUG-IN (PEV). A plug-in electric vehicle (PEV) is any motor 

vehicle that can be recharged from an external source of electricity, such as wall sockets, 

and the electricity stored in the rechargeable battery packs drives or contributes to drive 

the wheels. PEV is a subset of electric vehicles that includes all-electric or battery electric 
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vehicles (BEVs), plug-in hybrid vehicles (PHEVs), and electric vehicle conversions of 

hybrid electric vehicles and conventional internal combustion engine vehicles. 

 

ELECTRIC VEHICLE, TO BATTERY EXCHANGE STATIONS (EV-BES). Battery 

exchange station is a fully automated facility that enable an electric vehicle with a 

swappable battery to enter a drive lane and exchange the depleted battery with a fully 

charged battery through a fully automated process, which meet or exceed any standards, 

codes, and regulations set forth within this ordinance. 

 

ELEVATION. An exterior wall of a building not along a frontage line.  

 

ENCROACH. To break the plane of a vertical or horizontal regulatory limit with a structural 

element, so that it extends into a setback, into the public frontage, or above a height limit. 

 

ENCROACHMENT. Any structural element that breaks the plane of a vertical or 

horizontal regulatory limit, extending into a setback, into the public frontage, or above a 

height limit. 

 

ENFRONT. To place an element (building, structure or accessory structure) along a 

frontage, as in “porches ENFRONT the street.” Specific to ARTICLE XXI – Form Based 

Code. 

 

ESSENTIAL SERVICES. The erection, construction, alteration, or maintenance by public 

utilities or other governmental agencies of underground or overhead gas, electrical, steam 

or water transmission or distribution systems, collection, communication, supply or 

disposal systems; including poles, wires, mains, drains, sewers, pipes, conduits, cables, 

fire alarm boxes, traffic signals, hydrants, and other similar equipment and accessories 

reasonably necessary for furnishing adequate service or for the public health, safety, or 

general welfare. This definition is not meant to include buildings. 

 

EXPRESSION LINE. A line prescribed at a certain level of a building for the major part of 

the width of a facade, expressed by a variation in material or by a limited projection such 

as a molding or balcony. Specific to ARTICLE XXI–Form Based Code, see TABLE 21-9. 

(Syn.: Transition Line.). 

 

EXTERMINATOR / PEST CONTROL. An establishment engaged in the elimination of 

rodents, cockroaches, or other vermin. 

 

FAÇADE. The exterior wall of a building this is set along a frontage line. 

 

FARMERS MARKET. Farmers Markets are events where farmers, ranchers, and other 

agricultural producers sell food, plants, flowers, and added-value products, such as jams 

and jellies, they have grown, raised, or produced from products they have grown or raised. 
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In addition, some vendors sell food that is available for immediate consumption on site, 

and some may be community groups, services, or other vendors or organizations. 

Farmers Markets occur on a regular basis in the same location. They are free and open 

to the public. Some markets are seasonal, while others occur year round. Permitted by 

Conditional Use in all areas. 

 

FAMILY. An individual or two (2) or more persons related by blood or marriage, or group 

of not more than three (3) persons (excluding servants) who need not be related by blood 

or marriage, living together in a single housekeeping unit as their common home for the 

time, as distinguished from a group occupying a boarding house, lodging house, hotel, 

club, fraternity or sorority house. 

 

FENCE. A barrier, solid or otherwise, used as a boundary or means of decoration, 

protection, confinement, or concealment. Fence classifications, see SECTION 12. 1 of 

this ordinance. 

 

FIRE/EMS STATION (aka SAFETY CENTER). A building used for fire equipment, fire 

personnel, and fire training facilities.  

 

FIRE PITS. Fire pits are intended for burning wood shall be regulated by the fire code. 

The fuel area of a wood burning recreational fire pit is limited to three (3) feet in diameter 

and two (2) feet in height, and shall have a screen top. 

 

FIREARMS DEALER. See: GUN SHOP / FIREARMS DEALER.  

 

FISCAL COURT. The legislative body of the county government; 

 

FITNESS CENTER / HEALTH CLUB. A facility where members or nonmembers use 

equipment or space for the purpose of physical exercise. 

 

FLASHING. Artificial light that is not maintained stationary or constant in intensity or color. 

 

FLOOD. A general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of normally 

dry land areas from : (a) the overflow of inland waters; (b) the unusual and rapid 

accumulation of runoff of surface waters from any source; and (c) mudslides (i.e., 

mudflows) which are proximately caused or precipitated by accumulations of water on or 

under the ground. 

 

FLOOD-100 YEAR FREQUENCY. The highest level of flooding that, on the average, is 

likely to occur once every 100 years, not including the 1937 flood which is in the 400 year 

frequency. 

 



Article VII – Definitions 

Zoning Ordiance – Revised 2019   7-19 
City of Bellevue, KY   

FLOOD PLAIN OR FLOOD PRONE AREA. Any normally dry land area that is 

susceptible to being inundated by water from any flooding source. 

 

FLOODWAY. The channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent land areas 

that must be reserved in order to discharge a 100-year flood without cumulatively 

increasing the water surface elevation more than one (1) foot at any point. 

 

FLOODWAY ENCROACHMENT LINES. The lines marking the limits of floodways on the 

official zoning map. 

 

FLOOR AREA, GROSS. The sum of the gross horizontal area of the several floors of a 

dwelling unit or units exclusive of porches, balconies, and garages, measured from the 

exterior faces of the exterior walls or from the centerline of walls or partitions separating 

dwelling units.  

 

For uses other than residential, the gross floor area shall be measured from the 

exterior faces of the exterior walls or from the centerlines of walls or partitions 

separating such uses and shall include all floors, lofts, balconies, mezzanines, 

cellars, basements, and similar areas devoted to such uses.  

 

The gross floor area shall include floors used for parking space when such parking 

pertains to a residential, commercial, or office used in the same structure. 

 

FORECOURT. A private frontage wherein a portion of the facade is close to the frontage 

line and the central portion is set back. Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code, see 

TABLE 21-8. 

 

FREIGHT TERMINAL. A station in which goods, merchandise, substances, materials, 

and commodities of any kind are transported by the way of air, rail, or motor carrier. 

 

FREQUENCY. The number of oscillations per-second in a sound wave. This is an index 

of the pitch of the resulting sound. 

 

FRONTAGE. All the property abutting on one (1) side of the right-of-way of a street, 

measured along the right-of-way line of the street between the intersecting lot lines. In no 

case shall the line along an alley be-considered as acceptable for frontage.  

 

Specific to ARTICLE XXI-FORM BASED CODE (FBC) transect zones it is the area 

between a building facade and the vehicular lanes, inclusive of it’s built and planted 

components. frontage is divided into private frontage and public frontage. See: 

TABLE 21-4 and TABLE 21-8. 
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FRONTAGE LINE. Within any transect zone (T-ZONE), “Frontage Line” means a lot line 

bordering a public frontage. Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code of this ordinance.   

 

FRONTAGE, PRINCIPAL. On corner lots, the private frontage designated to bear the 

address and principal entrance to the building, and the measure of minimum lot width. 

Prescriptions for the parking layers pertain only to the principal frontage. Prescriptions for 

the first layer pertain to both frontages of a corner lot. Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form 

Based Code of this ordinance. 

 

FRONTAGE, PRIVATE. The privately held layer between the frontage line and the 

principal building facade. Specific to ARTICLE XXI-FORM BASED CODE of this 

ordinance. See: TABLE 21-8 and TABLE 21-19. 

 

FRONTAGE, PUBLIC. The area between the curb of the vehicular lanes and the frontage 

line. Specific to ARTICLE XXI-FORM BASED CODE of this ordinance. See: TABLE 4. 

 

FRONTAGE, SECONDARY. Within any transect zone (T-ZONE), on corner lots the 

private frontage that is not the principal frontage. As it affects the public realm, its first 

layer is regulated. Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code of this ordinance. See: 

TABLE 21-19. 

 

FUNCTION. Function refers to the economic function or type of establishment using the 

land. Every land use can be characterized by the type of establishment it serves. Land-

use terms, such as agricultural, commercial, industrial, relate to enterprises. The type of 

economic function served by the land use gets classified in this dimension; it is 

independent of actual activity on the land. Establishments can have a variety of activities 

on their premises, yet serve a single function. For example, two (2) parcels are said to be 

in the same functional category if they belong to the same establishment, even if one (1) 

is an office building and the other is a factory. 

 

FUNERAL HOME & INTERMENT SERVICE. An establishment primarily engaged in the 

provision of services involving the care, preparation or disposition of human dead. Typical 

uses include funeral parlors, crematories, mortuaries or columbaria. A funeral home shall 

not include cremation facilities 

 

GARAGE, PRIVATE. An accessory building used primarily for the storage of vehicles 

and clearly accessory to the principal use permitted. The “private garage” shall be located 

on the same lot as the principal use or building. Not more than one (1) of the vehicles 

shall be a commercial vehicle and this vehicle shall not be more than one (1) ton capacity. 

This definition shall not include a public garage. 
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GARAGE, PUBLIC. A building or portion thereof designed, intended and used exclusively 

for the care, repair, or equipment of self-propelled motor vehicles or other vehicles. This 

definition shall not include private garage. 

 

GARDEN WALL.  A freestanding wall eighteen (18) inches or less. 

 

GAS STATION. Any lot or parcel of land or portion thereof used partly or entirely for 

storing or dispensing flammable liquids, combustible liquids, liquefied flammable gas, or 

flammable gas into the fuel tanks of motor vehicles. 

 

GOVERNMENTAL FACILITIES. Buildings or structures owned, operated, or occupied by 

governmental agencies to provide governmental services to the public. 

 

GRADE. The average level of the finished surface of the ground adjacent to the exterior 

walls of the building. 

 

GRADING. All cuts, fills, embankments, stockpile areas, and equipment maneuvering 

areas associated with development. 

 

GRAND OPENING. The introduction, promotion, or announcement of a new business, 

store, shopping center, or office, or the announcement or introduction or promotion of an 

established business changing ownership or location. Grand opening shall consist of 

fourteen (14) consecutive days from the date the establishment is open to the public. 

 

GREEN.  A civic space type for unstructured recreation, spatially defined by landscaping 

rather than building frontages.  

 

GROCERY STORE. An establishment that sells foodstuffs and general household 

supplies. 

 

GUIDELINE. A statement or a declaration of policy that the agency intends to follow, 

which does not have the force or effect of law and that binds the agency but does not bind 

any other person. 

 

GUN SHOP / FIREARMS DEALER. An establishment engaged in the repair, sale, lease, 

trade, or other transfers of rifles, shotguns, handguns, and any other firearms or 

ammunition at wholesale or retail as licensed by the Commonwealth of Kentucky. 

 

HARDWARE STORE. A facility of 10,000 or fewer square feet gross floor area, primarily 

engaged in the retail sale of various basic hardware lines, such as tools, builders’ 

hardware, plumbing and electrical supplies, paint and glass, housewares and household 

appliances, garden supplies and cutlery. 
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HILLSIDE DEVELOPMENT CONTROLS. Regulations designed to ensure, when 

development is proposed in those areas of the community which have physical 

characteristics limiting development (hillside slopes of twenty percent (20%) or greater), 

that said development is in a manner which harmonious with adjacent lands so as to 

minimize problems of drainage, erosion, earth movement, and other natural hazards. See 

SECTION 9.24 - HILLSIDE DEVELOPMENT CONTROLS of this ordinance. 

 

HISTORIC, DISTRICT. An area meeting one or more of the criteria contained in the 

Bellevue Municipal Code Section 153.06(E), including those listed in the National 

Register of Historic Places. May (optional) be the same as historic preservation overlay 

zone within this ordinance. See KRS and BELLEVUE MUNICIPAL CODE 153.02 

 

HISTORIC, LANDMARK. A building, structure, or site meeting one or more of the criteria 

contained in the BELLEVUE MUNICIPAL CODE SECTION 153.06(E). See KRS and 

BELLEVUE MUNICIPAL CODE 153.02 

 

HISTORIC, LANDMARK SITE. The land on which a landmark and related buildings and 

structures are located and the land that provides the grounds, the premises, or the setting 

for a landmark. See KRS and BELLEVUE MUNICIPAL CODE 153.02 

 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION. The process by which buildings, places, and objects of 

historic and cultural significance are identified, protected, and enhanced.  

 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION (HP) COMMISSION. The HP Commission is charged with 

executing the 1987 Historic Preservation Ordinance and reviewing proposed projects 

utilizing the City’s historic preservation design guidelines. See the BELLEVUE 

MUNICIPAL CODE SECTION 153.03: HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION; 

AND SECTION 153.04: POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMISSION. 

 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION (HP) OVERLAY ZONE. “HP OVERLAY ZONE” means a 

designated area the City seeks to preserve the structures, buildings, appurtenances, and 

places which are basic and of vital importance for the development of culture, because of 

their association with history, because of their unique architectural style and scale, 

including color, proportions, form, and architectural details; or because of their being a 

part of or related to a square, park or area of cultural, historical, or architectural 

importance to the City. HP Overlay Zone is to work in conjunction with the other zones of 

this ordinance and for the purpose of protecting and preserving the exterior of buildings, 

structures, appurtenances, and places. Overlay district regulations are not in lieu of and 

shall not conflict with the Bellevue Zoning Regulations for the district and shall not permit 

uses prohibited by underlying Bellevue Zoning Regulations. See SECTION 10.15 - HP 

(HISTORIC PRESERVATION) OVERLAY ZONE of this ordinance. 
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION (HP) DESIGN GUIDELINES. Additional design standards, 

guidelines, and criteria for development within a HP Overlay Zone to preserve, conserve, 

or protect the historical, cultural, architectural, aesthetic, or other distinctive 

characteristics of the district. HP Design Regulations are in additional to, not in lieu of 

and/or shall not conflict with the Bellevue Zoning Regulations for the district; and shall not 

permit uses prohibited by underlying zoning regulations. 

 

HOME DECORATING STORE. An establishment engaged in the stocking and selling of 

household interior decorating items including floor coverings, appliances, light fixtures, 

paint, wallpaper, furniture, and similar items. 

 

HOME IMPROVEMENT CENTER. A facility of more than 10,000 square feet gross floor 

area, engaged in the retail sale of various basic hardware lines, such as tools, builders’ 

hardware, plumbing and electrical supplies, paint and glass, housewares and household 

appliances, garden supplies and cutlery. This facility may include a lumberyard. 

 

HOME OCCUPATION. A business activity that is carried out within a dwelling unit by the 

resident thereof; provided that the use is limited in extent and incidental and secondary 

to the principal use of the dwelling unit for residential purposes. See: SECTION 9.11 – 

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS GOVERNING HOME OCCUPATIONS of this ordinance. 

 

HOSPITAL, HUMAN CARE. A building used by a group of professional medical persons 

for the healing arts or treatment of persons generally on an in-patient or boarding basis. 

 

HOTEL/MOTEL. A building, or group of buildings, comprised of individual sleeping or 

living units for the accommodation of transient guests, not containing individual cooking 

or kitchen facilities. Parking facilities are generally located adjacent to the living units or 

in an attached garage. This classification shall not include a sexually oriented business. 

 

HOTEL/MOTEL-EXTENDED STAY. A building or group comprised of individual sleeping 

or living units for the accommodation of transient guests and contain kitchen facilities for 

food preparation including but not limited to such facilities as refrigerators, stoves, and 

ovens. This classification shall not include a sexually oriented business. Syn.: 

HOTEL/MOTEL RESIDENCE. 

 

HOUSEHOLD. The person or persons occupying a dwelling unit. 

 

HOUSING OR BUILDING REGULATIONS. "Housing or building regulation" means the 

Kentucky Building Code, the Kentucky Plumbing Code, and any other building or 

structural code promulgated by the Commonwealth or by its political subdivisions. 

 

HUD CODE. Federal construction standards for manufactured homes, enforced by the 

Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). The HUD Code specifically 
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preempts local building codes as they relate to construction codes for manufactured 

houses. 

 

ILLUMINATED. Exposed to artificial light. 

 

INDOOR STORAGE. A facility for the keeping of business, personal property and office 

records, including mini warehouses 

 

INDUSTRIAL. A business use or activity involving manufacturing, fabrication, assembly, 

warehousing and/or storage. 

 

INFILL. Noun - new development on land that had been previously developed, including 

most greyfield and brownfield sites and cleared land within urbanized areas. Verb: to 

develop such areas. 

 

INN. A lodging type, owner-occupied, offering six (6) to twelve (12) bedrooms in a single 

structure. Permitted to serve breakfast in the mornings to guests. Specific to ARTICLE 

XXI-Form Based Code of this ordinance. 

 

INTENSITY. The amount or magnitude of a use on a site or allowed in a zone. Generally, 

it is measured by floor area. It may also be measured by such things as number of 

employees, amount of production, trip generation, or hours of operation. Also see density. 

 

JEWELRY STORE. An establishment that sells new or used jewelry forms on the 

premises including incidental repair. This classification shall not include pawnshops. 

 

JUNK YARD, METAL WASTE SALVAGE YARD. The collection, storage, salvaging, and 

sale of secondhand materials or old dilapidated machinery. Materials include, but are not 

limited to, motor vehicles, mobile homes, trailers, machinery, appliances, furniture, rags, 

rubber, building materials, and scrap metal. The presence of two (2) or more non-

operational motor vehicles on any parcel of land shall constitute evidence regarding the 

establishment of a junk yard. See: SECTION 9.9 – JUNKYARD LOCATION of this 

ordinance. 

 

KENNEL. Any building, structure or open space devoted in its entirety or in part to the 

raising, boarding or harboring of three (3) or more domestic animals over twelve (12) 

weeks of age. The sale of these animals may be a part of the kennel use. Establishments 

where animals are offered for sale as the primary use, such as pet stores, are not 

classified as kennels. 

 

KENTUCKY HERITAGE COUNCIL. The Kentucky Heritage Council shall be dedicated 

to the preservation and protection of all meaningful vestiges of Kentucky's heritage for 

succeeding generations, and in pursuit of this dedication it shall engage in and concern 
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itself with worthy projects and other matters related to the conservation and continuing 

recognition of buildings, structures, sites, and other landmarks associated with the 

archaeological, cultural, economic, military, natural, political, or social aspects of 

Kentucky's history. See KRS 171.381 (1). 

 

KIOSK, MANNED. A conditional use, unless otherwise noted within this ordinance, not 

wholly enclosed within its own unit, staffed by an attendant. A Kiosk is an accessory 

structure typically delineated as a booth(s). 

 

KIOSK, UNMANNED. A conditional use, unless otherwise noted within this ordinance, 

any self-service device such as an interactive computer terminal that may be used for 

information, ticket sales or other similar uses as determined by the Zoning Administrator. 

A Kiosk, Unmanned shall not be used for conducting financial transactions typical of 

automated teller machines (ATM). See: AUTOMATED TELLER MACHINE (ATM) of this 

ordinance.  

 

LABORATORY, MEDICAL, OPTICAL OR DENTAL. A building or a portion of a building 

used to provide bacteriological, biological, medical, x-ray, pathological, optical and similar 

analytical or diagnostic services to doctors, optometrists/opticians or dentists and where 

no fabrication is conducted on the premises, except the custom fabrication of dentures, 

optical glasses, contact lenses and similar devices. 

 

LANDFILL. Any substantial alteration of an existing grade. See BELLEVUE MUNICIPAL 

CODE CHAPTER 154: LANDFILLS. 

 

LANDING. An elevated platform, a maximum size of twenty (20) square feet, installed to 

comply with Section R312 of the Kentucky Residential Code. 

 

LAUNDROMAT. A business that provides home type washing, drying and/or ironing to 

patrons via full or self-service on premises. This classification shall not include dry 

cleaning plants. 

 

LAYER. A range of depth of a lot within which certain elements are permitted. Specific to 

ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code of this ordinance. See: TABLE 21-19. 

 

LEASABLE AREA, GROSS. The total floor area designed for tenant occupancy and 

exclusive use, including basement, mezzanines, and upper floors, if any, expressed in 

square feet and measured from the centerline of joint partitions and from outside wall 

faces, and excluding such areas as elevators, stairways, corridors, and lobbies. 

 

LEGISLATIVE BODY. The governing body of a local government with the power to adopt 

ordinances, regulations, and other documents that have the force of law. Shall mean the 

Bellevue City Council. 
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LINE OF SIGHT. A visual path emanating from an average eye level adjudged to be five 

(5) feet above the ground level. 

 

LIVE-WORK. “Live-Work” is a mixed use unit consisting of a commercial and residential 

function. The commercial function may be anywhere in the unit. It is intended to be 

occupied by a business operator who lives in the same structure that contains the 

commercial activity or industry. Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code of this 

ordinance.  

 

LIQUOR STORE. An establishment engaged in the stocking and retail selling of 

spirituous or intoxicating liquor, including but not limited to beer, wine, and distilled spirits 

by the “package”. Such establishment shall not include sales by the “drink.” 

 

LOADING DOCK. A space within a building or on premise providing for the standing, 

loading, or unloading of vehicles, trucks and semi-tractor trailers. 

 

LOT. A parcel of land or any combination of several lots of record, occupied or intended 

to be occupied by a principal building or a building group, as permitted herein, together 

with their accessory buildings or uses and such access, yards, and open spaces required 

under this ordinance. 

 

LOT AREA. The total area of a horizontal plane bounded by the front, side, and rear lot 

lines, including flood plains, waters of any lake, river, creek or major drainage ditch, but 

excluding any area occupied by rights-of-way. For the purposes of this ordinance all the 

area shall be in one (1) specific zoning category. 

 

LOT, CORNER. A lot bound by two (2) or more adjacent sides by streets, or by portions 

of such curved streets having an angle of intersection one hundred thirty-five (135) 

degrees or less. 

 

LOT COVERAGE. The computed ground area occupied by all buildings within a lot.  

 

LOT, DEPTH OF. The distance measured in the main direction of the side lot lines from 

the midpoint of the front lot lines to the midpoint of the rear lot lines. 

 

LOT, DOUBLE FRONTAGE. An interior lot having frontage on more than one (1) street. 

 

LOT, DEPTH OF. The distance measured in the mean direction of the side lot lines from 

the midpoint of the front lot lines to the midpoint of the rear lot lines. 

 

LOT, DOUBLE FRONTAGE. A lot other than a corner lot that has frontage on more than 

one (1) street. 
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LOT, FLAG. A lot with access provided directly from an improved public right-of-way, 

exclusive of an alley, to the bulk of the lot through the means of a panhandle access 

corridor, the width of which shall be no less than fifteen (15) feet at any point. 

 

LOT, INTERIOR. A lot other than a corner lot with only one (1) frontage on a deeded and 

occupied public right-of-way. 

 

LOT LINE, FRONT. The common boundary line of a lot and the nearest edge of the public 

right-of-way. 

 

LOT LINE, FRONT, CORNER LOT. The common boundary line of a lot and the nearest 

edge of the public right-of-way directly opposite of the designed main entrance to the 

principal structure. 

 

LOT LINE, SIDE. Any boundary line of a lot, other than a front lot line or rear lot line. 

 

LOT LINE, REAR. The boundary line of a lot, that is directly opposite of the front lot line 

and which shares a common boundary with an adjoining lot or public right-of-way. 

 

LOT NONCONFORMING. A lot which was lawfully created but which does not conform 

to the minimum area or dimensional requirements specified for the zone in which it is 

located. 

 

LOT OF RECORD. A designated fractional part of subdivision of a block, according to a 

specific recorded plat or survey, the map of which has been officially accepted and 

recorded in the office of the Campbell County Clerk, Commonwealth of Kentucky. 

 

LOT MINIMUM WIDTH. The minimum distance between side lot lines as established by 

this ordinance. The line from which the front yard setback and rear yard setback shall be 

measured. 

 

LOT WIDTH. The horizontal distance between the side lot lines, measured at the 

minimum required front setback line. 

 

MACHINE SHOP. A workshop where power-driven tools are used for making, finishing, 

or repairing machines or machine parts. 

 

MAJOR STRUCTURAL CHANGE. Structural alterations and structural repairs made 

within any twelve (12) month period costing in excess of fifty percent (50%) of the physical 

value of the structure, as determined by comparison of the extent/value of the alterations 

involved with the replacement value of the structure at the time the plans for the alteration 
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are approved, using the Building Officials Conference of America (BOCA) chart for 

construction cost. See KRS 82.650. 

 

MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR SERVICE. An establishment providing repair services for 

personal and household goods, such as household appliances, computers, television, 

audio or video equipment, office machines, and furniture and leather goods. This 

classification excludes pawnshops, building maintenance services and maintenance and 

repair of automobiles and other vehicles and equipment. 

 

MANUFACTURED HOME. A single-family residential dwelling constructed in accordance 

with the National Manufactured Housing Construction in Safety Standards Act, 

manufactured after June 15, 1976, and designed to be used as a single-family residential 

dwelling with or without a permanent foundation when connected to the required utilities, 

and including plumbing, heating, air conditioning, and electrical systems. A manufactured 

home may also be used as a place of business, profession, or trade by the owner, the 

lessee, or the assigns of the owner or lessee and may comprise an integral unit or 

condominium structure. Buildings, the construction of which are not preempted by the 

National Manufactured Housing Construction in Safety Standards Act, are subject to the 

building code requirements of KRS CHAPTER 198B. 

 

MANUFACTURING. Premises available for the creation, assemblage and/or repair of 

artifacts, using electrical machinery or artisanal equipment, and including their retail sale. 

 

MARINA. A facility for launching, mooring, berthing, storing or securing watercraft for 

primarily recreational use. A marina provides services to recreational watercraft and 

occupants thereof, including sanitary and other minor servicing and repair to watercraft 

while in the water and the sale of fuel and supplies. A marina may provide food, lodging, 

goods, beverages, recreation and entertainment as accessory uses. This classification 

includes public docks, yacht clubs, boat clubs and boatels. 

 

MARQUEE. A permanent roofed structure attached to and supported by the building and 

projects over public property/right-of-way. A marquee is constructed of a durable material 

such as glass or metal and is designed to accept signage and to provide protection from 

the elements. Marquees are not awnings or canopies. 

 

MASSAGE ESTABLISHMENT. Shall be defined and regulated by SECTION 309.350 et 

seq. of the KENTUCKY REVISED STATUTES and any subsequent amendments thereto. 

This classification shall not include a sexually oriented business. 

 

MANUFACTURED OR MOBILE HOME PARK. Any lot, parcel, premises, subdivided, 

designed, maintained, intended, and/or used to accommodate ten (10) or more mobile 

homes, and meets the requirements as specified in this ordinance; or any lot, parcel or 

premises on which is parked, standing or located two (2) or more mobile homes for a 
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period longer than twenty four (24) hours; or one (1) or more mobile homes connected to 

either electrical lines, or water or sewer pipes; or any mobile home being utilized on the 

premises on which it is located. For the purpose of this ordinance, any lot or premises 

used for the wholesale or retail sale of mobile homes shall not be included within this 

definition. 

 

MAYOR. The chief elected official of the city, consolidated local government, urban-

county government, charter county government, or unified local government, whether the 

official designation of his office is mayor or otherwise. 

 

MEZZANINE. An immediate or fractional story between the floor and ceiling of a main 

story, used for the purpose accessory to the principal use. A mezzanine is usually just 

above the ground floor and extending over only part of the main floor. 

 

MIXED USE. The combination of offices, residential uses and retail and service uses to 

provide for a group of activities that are functionally integrated relative to land uses, 

vehicular and pedestrian circulation and the arrangement of structures.  

 

MOBILE HOME. A structure manufactured prior to June 15, 1976, that was not required 

to be constructed in accordance with the National Manufactured Housing Construction in 

Safety Standards Act, that is transportable in one (1) or more sections, that, in the 

traveling mode is eight (8) body feet or more in width and forty (40) body feet or more in 

length, or when erected on site, four hundred (400) or more square feet, and that is built 

on a permanent chassis and designed to be used as a dwelling on a temporary or 

permanent foundation, when connected with the permanent required utilities, including 

plumbing, heating, air conditioning, and electrical systems. 

 

MOBILE VENDING. Mobile vending services may be permitted only in commercial zones 

and per the criteria per of SECTION 9.25 – MOBILE VENDING SERVICES of this 

ordinance. The mobile vending service shall be located entirely on private property, on 

City owned property, when in association with a Special Events Permit, or within a City 

designated Mobile Vending Areas (MVA). Mobile vending shall include push carts. 

 

MODULAR HOUSING. Housing fabricated in an off-site manufacturing facility under 

standards enforced the BOCA Code. Delivered to the home site in several sections, the 

home's interior amenities may be installed at the manufacturing facility or at the site. This 

definition shall not include mobile homes or manufactured homes. 

 

MONOPOLE.  A support structure that consists of a single pole structure designed and 

erected on the ground or on top of a structure, to support communications Antenna(s) 

and connected appurtenances. 
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MOTOR VEHICLE. Any self-propelled vehicle designed primarily for transportation of 

persons or goods along public streets, alleys, or other public ways.  See: KRS 186.010 

(4). 

 

MOVIE THEATER. A specialized theater or establishment for showing movies or motion 

pictures. This classification shall not include a sexually oriented business. 

 

MURAL. An image on an exterior surface of a structure. A mural is a sign only if it is 

related by language, logo, or pictorial depiction to the advertisement of any product, 

service, place, person or the identification of any business. 

 

MUSEUM. A building operated by a nonprofit corporation, the Commonwealth of 

Kentucky, a city, a county, an urban-county, or a charter county, primarily for educational, 

scientific, aesthetic, historic, or preservation purposes, and which owns, cares for, 

exhibits, studies, archives, or catalogues property. Museums shall include, but not be 

limited to, traditional museums, historical societies, historic sites or landmarks, parks, 

monuments, and libraries. See: KRS 171.830. 

 

NIGHTCLUB. An establishment, which may or may not dispense alcoholic beverages, in 

which the primary use is the following entertainment: (1) live, recorded, or televised 

entertainment, including but not limited to performance by magicians, musicians or 

comedians; (2) dancing. This classification shall not include a sexually oriented business. 

 

NONCONFORMING USE OR STRUCTURE. An activity or a building, sign, structure, or 

a portion thereof which lawfully existed before the adoption or amendment of the Bellevue 

Zoning Regulations, but which does not conform to all of the regulations contained in the 

Bellevue Zoning Regulations which pertain to the zone in which it is located; 

 

NOXIOUS MATTER OR MATERIALS. Matter or material which is capable of causing 

injury to living organisms by chemical reaction or is capable of causing detrimental effects 

upon the physical or economic well-being of individuals as determined by the appropriate 

Health Department. 

 

NURSERY. Any building or lot, or portion thereof, used for the cultivation or growing of 

plants and including all accessory buildings, but does not include the wholesale or retail 

sale of any items other than those incidental to the items raised or grown on said 

premises. 

 

NURSERY SCHOOL. Any building used for the daytime care and/or education of 

preschool age children and including all accessory buildings and play areas, and shall for 

the purpose of this ordinance, be considered a group activity. 

 

NURSING HOME. See: RESIDENTIAL CARE FACILITIES.   
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OCTAVE BAND. A means of dividing the range of sound frequencies into octaves in 

order to classify sound according to pitch. 

 

OCTAVE BAND FILTER. An electrical frequency analyzer designed according to 

standards formulated by the American Standards Association and used in conjunction 

with a sound level meter to take measurements in specific octave intervals. 

 

ODOROUS MATTER. Any matter or material that yields an odor which is offensive in any 

way to a person with reasonable sensitivity. 

 

OFFICE. A facility for a business or organization that primarily provides professional, 

executive, management or administrative services, such as accounting, advertising, 

architectural, city planning, computer software consulting, data management, 

engineering, medical, dental, chiropractors, or other health care professionals, 

environmental analysis, insurance, interior design, investment, graphic design, landscape 

design, law and real estate offices, drafting and recording studios. 

 

OIL CHANGE FACILITY. An establishment that provides lubrication and/or checking, 

changing, or additions of those fluids and filters necessary to the maintenance of a 

vehicle. It is intended that these services will be provided while customers wait, generally 

within a fifteen (15) to twenty (20) minute time period. 

 

OPEN SPACE. Land intended to remain undeveloped; it may be for civic space. 

 

ORDINARY REPAIRS. The nonstructural reconstruction or renewal of any part of an 

existing building for the purpose of its maintenance or decoration, and shall include but 

not be limited to the replacement or installation of nonstructural components of the 

building, such as roofing, siding, windows, storm windows, insulation, drywall or lath and 

plaster, or any other replacement that does not alter the structural integrity, alter the 

occupancy or use of the building, or affect by rearrangement, exit ways and means of 

egress. See: KRS 82.650 (2) 

 

OUTBUILDING. An accessory building, usually located toward the rear of the same lot 

as a principal building, and sometimes connected to the principal building by a 

backbuilding. Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code of this ordinance. See: 

TABLE 21-19. 

 

OUTDOOR OPEN FLAME DECORATIVE APPLIANCES. Fire pits or bowls with a fuel 

cell fire rings that contain lava rock, ceramic logs or glass that are not burning combustible 

products with an exposed flame shall be regulated by the mechanical code. Permanently 

fixed in place outdoor open flame decorative appliances shall be installed in accordance 

with the following: 
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A.  Listed outdoor open flame decorative appliances shall be installed in accordance 

with the manufacturer’s installation instructions. 

B.  Unlisted outdoor open flame decorative appliances shall be installed outdoors in 

accordance with the manufacturer’s installation instructions and with clearances to 

combustible material of not less than thirty-six (36) inches from the sides. In no 

case shall the appliance be located under overhead combustible construction 

 

OUTDOOR EATING AND/OR DRINKING AREA. A porch, patio, deck or other area used 

for consumption of food and/or beverages by the public which is not completely enclosed 

within the exterior building walls, windows and doors of a limited restaurant, full service 

restaurant or a drinking establishment and which may or may not have a solid roof cover. 

 

OUTDOOR ENTERTAINMENT. The provision of television or musical, theatrical, dance, 

cabaret, or comedy act performed by one (1) or more persons either electronically 

amplified or not and/or any form of dancing by patrons and guests outside of the principal 

building on a deck or patio.     

 

OUTDOOR STORAGE. The keeping of personal or business property, commercial 

goods, equipment and raw materials in any open space or outdoor area outside of a 

building or structure. For the purpose of this definition, property shall not include items 

that were originally designed for continuous outdoor use (ex: lawn furniture, grills, 

playground equipment). 

 

PARK AND RECREATION FACILITY. A park, playground, recreation facility and open 

space. This classification includes community centers, playing fields, courts, 

gymnasiums, swimming pools, spray grounds, picnic facilities, sport courses and 

botanical gardens, as well as related food concessions. 

 

PARKING, ELECTRIC VEHICLE SPACE. Any marked parking space that identifies the 

use to be exclusively for an electric vehicle. 

 

PARKING, OFF-STREET. An open, paved surface other than the rights-of-way of a 

street, road, highway, alley, or place, used for the temporary parking of motorized vehicles 

and for public use either free, for compensation or as an accommodation for clients or 

customers. This definition shall not include parking building / garage or structure. 

 

PARKING BUILDING OR GARAGE. A building or portion thereof designed, intended, 

and used exclusively for the temporary parking of motor vehicles which may be publicly 

or privately owned and/or operated. This definition shall not include private residential 

garages. 
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PARKING LOT. An area of land reserved for the purpose of vehicular storage. Such 

areas shall include parking spaces and vehicular maneuvering areas, but shall not include 

outdoor display or sales areas. See: PARKING STRUCTURE. 

 

PARKING PAD. A private, paved surface in a residential zone used for parking or storing 

automobiles, boats, campers, recreational vehicles or light-duty trucks. 

 

PARTICULATE MATTER. Any material, except uncombined water, which exists in a 

finely divided, suspended form as a liquid or solid at standard conditions. 

 

PASSAGE (PS). A pedestrian connector, open or roofed, that passes between buildings 

to provide shortcuts through long blocks and connect rear parking areas to frontages. 

Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code of this ordinance. 

 

PATH (PT). A pedestrian way traversing a park or rural area, with landscape matching 

the contiguous open space, ideally connecting directly with the urban sidewalk network. 

Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code of this ordinance. 

 

PATIO. An unenclosed platform, without a roof, with no appurtenances attached thereto, 

all portions of which are constructed six (6) inches or less above the adjacent grade level. 

 

PAVED SURFACE. A surface constructed of asphalt, concrete or similar impermeable 

surface. 

 

PAWNSHOP. Any business that loans money on deposit of personal property or deals in 

the purchase or possession of personal property on condition of selling that same back 

again to the pledger or depositor, or loans or advances money on personal property by 

taking chattel mortgage security thereon, and takes or receives such personal property. 

See: KRS 226.010. 

 

PERFORMANCE STANDARDS. Criteria established to control building enclosure, 

landscaping, noise, odorous matter, exterior lighting, vibration, smoke, particulate matter, 

gasses, radiation, storage, fire, and explosive hazards, and humidity, heat, or  glare 

generated by or inherent in, uses of land or buildings. 

 

PERSONAL COMMUNICATION SERVICE. Commercial mobile services, unlicensed 

wireless services and common wireless exchange access services as defined in 47 

U.S.C. sec. 332 (c). 

 

PERSONAL INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICE. “Personal Instruction Service" means the 

provision of instructional services including: tutoring, photography, fine arts, crafts, dance 

or music studios, art studios, driving schools, vocation and trade schools with incidental 

retail sales and shall not including pawnshops, automotive repair, diet centers, reducing 
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salons, martial arts, yoga and workout studios. By conditional use in all residential 

districts. 

 

PERSONAL SERVICE. The provision of recurrently needed services of a personal 

nature. This classification includes barber and beauty shops, nail salons, tanning salons, 

massage therapy (per SECTION 309.350 et seq. of the KENTUCKY STATE STATUTE 

and any subsequent amendments thereto), electrolysis, seamstresses, tailors, shoe 

repair, dry cleaners (excluding dry cleaning plants), self-service laundries and 

photographic studios. This classification shall not include a sexually oriented business. 

 

PET DAY CARE FACILITY. An establishment in which domestic animals are kept for a 

limited lime from 6 AM to 10 PM EST for the benefit of persons who do not reside on the 

premises. Facilities may provide shelter, feeding, grooming and retail sales. This shall not 

include breeding or raising of domestic animals or animals. 

 

PET SHOP. A retail sales establishment primarily involved in the sale of domestic 

animals. Pet shops shall not include kennels. 

 

PHARMACY. See DRUG STORE / PHARMACY. 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY, RETAIL STORE. A facility primarily engaged in the retail sale, lease, 

and service of photography equipment and supplies, including limited on site processing 

or development.  

 

PLANNED “UNIT” DEVELOPMENT (PUD). A large, integrated development adhering 

to a comprehensive site plan and located on a single site. See DEVELOPMENT PLAN. 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION OR PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

(COMMISSION). Means the City of Bellevue Planning and Zoning Commission, Campbell 

County, the Commonwealth of Kentucky. The “COMMISSIONS” duties are as specified 

in KRS CHAPTER 100. 

 

PLAT. A map of a subdivision containing all the descriptions, locations, dedications, 

provisions, and information concerning a land division. This term includes the state law 

definitions of “partition plat” and “subdivision plat”. 

 

PLAT, FINAL. The diagrams, drawings, and other writing containing all the descriptions, 

locations, dedications, provisions and information concerning a land division and filed with 

the county clerk. 

 

PLAYGROUND. An area developed for active play and recreation that may contain play 

equipment and courts for tennis and basketball. 
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POLICE STATION (aka SAFETY CENTER). A building used for police equipment and 

police personnel. 

 

POLITICAL SUBDIVISION. Any city, county, consolidated local government, urban-

county government, charter county government, or unified local government. 

 

PORCH. A roofed, but unenclosed projection from the main wall of a building that may or 

may not use columns or other ground supports for structural purposes. 

 

PORTABLE STORAGE CONTAINER. Any container designed for the storage of 

personal property of a non-hazardous nature which is typically rented to owners or 

occupants of property for their temporary use and which is delivered and removed by 

truck. 

 

POST OFFICE. Houses service windows for mailing packages and letters, post office 

boxes, offices, vehicle storage areas, and sorting and distribution facilities for mail. 

 

PREEXISTING. Means in existence prior to the effective date of this ordinance or 

amendments thereto (as in nonconforming use). 

 

PROTECTIVE BARRIER. A barrier constructed to protect the root system or trunk of a 

tree from damage during construction or from equipment or soil or material deposits. 

 

PRINCIPAL BUILDING. The building on a lot used to accommodate the primary use to 

which the premises are devoted. 

 

PRINCIPAL ENTRANCE. The main point of access for pedestrians into a building. 

 

PUBLIC FACILITY. Any use of land whether publicly or privately owned for 

transportation, utilities, or communications, or for the benefit of the general public, 

including but not limited to libraries, streets, schools, fire or police stations, county 

buildings, municipal buildings, recreational centers including parks, and cemeteries; 

 

PUBLIC UTILITY. An association, district, partnership, corporation, city or county that is 

fully authorized, by the federal government, Public Service Commission (PSC) of the 

Commonwealth of Kentucky or the county, with the purpose to own, control, operate, or 

manage any facility used or to be used for or in connection with a regulated activity for 

the purpose of providing services (electric, natural gas, sanitary or storm sewer, water) to 

the public. This definition shall not include the following: antenna towers (for cellular 

telecommunications or personal communication services), cellular communication 

systems, and wireless communication systems. 
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RAILROAD RIGHTS-OF-WAY. A strip of land within which the railroad tracks and 

auxiliary facilities for track operation are normally located, but not including freight depots 

or stations, loading platforms, train sheds, warehouses, car or locomotive shops, or car 

yards. 

 

RAMP. An accessory structure that is used for the purpose of providing access to a 

building. This term shall include handicap ramps. Handicap ramps for commercial 

properties or uses shall comply with the American with Disabilities Act (ADA). 

 

REAR ALLEY (RA). Within any transect zone (T-ZONE), a vehicular way located to the 

rear of lots providing access to service areas, parking, and outbuildings and containing 

utility easements. Rear alleys should be paved from building face to building face, with 

drainage by inverted crown at the center or with roll curbs at the edges. Specific to 

ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code of this ordinance. 

 

REAR LANE (RL). Within any transect zone (T-ZONE), a vehicular way located to the 

rear of lots providing access to service areas, parking, and outbuildings and containing 

utility easements. Rear lanes may be paved lightly to driveway standards. The 

streetscape consists of gravel or landscaped edges, has no raised curb, and is drained 

by percolation. Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code of this ordinance. 

 

RECREATIONAL FACILITIES. An establishment providing the general public with an 

amusing or entertaining activity including field games, court games, playgrounds, and 

similar activities. 

 

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE. Per KRS, means any of the following: 

A. TRAVEL TRAILER. A vehicular, portable structure built on a chassis, designed to 

be used as a temporary dwelling for travel, recreation, or vacation. Trailers must 

be under twenty-six (26) feet in length, per KRS 186.650; 

B. PICKUP COACH. A structure designed to be mounted on a truck for use as a 

temporary dwelling for travel, recreation, or vacation; 

C. MOTORHOME. A portable, temporary dwelling to be used for travel, recreation, or 

vacation, constructed as an integral part of a self-propelled vehicle; 

D. CAMPING TRAILER. A canvas or other collapsible folding structure, mounted on 

wheels and designed for travel, recreation, or vacation use. Trailers must be under 

twenty-six (26) feet in length, per KRS 186.650;  

E. DEPENDENT. A recreational vehicle which does not have toilet, lavatory, or 

bathing facilities; or 

F. SELF-CONTAINED. A recreational vehicle which can operate independent of 

connections to sewer, water, and electric systems. It contains a water-flushed 

toilet, lavatory, shower or bath, kitchen sink, all of which are connected to water 

storage and sewage holding tanks located within the recreational vehicle. 
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RECYCLING CONTAINER. A container where any recyclable waste materials are 

collected and stored. 

 

RECYCLING CENTER. An open area where any waste materials are bought, sold, 

exchanged, stored, shredded, baled, packed, disassembled, etc., including, but not 

limited to, scrap metals, paper, rags, rubber tires, bottles, inoperative motor vehicles, etc. 

 

REGIONAL CENTER DEVELOPMENT (RCD). A community unit type which may be 

adjoined without buffers by one or several community units, each with the individual 

transect zone requirements of a TND. RCD takes the form of a high-density mixed use 

center connected to other centers. Specific to ARTICLE XXI-FORM BASED CODE of this 

ordinance. See: TABLE 21-2a. 

 

RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS. Buildings used for public worship by a congregation, 

excluding buildings used exclusively for residential, educational, recreational, or other 

uses not normally associated with worship. Includes churches, chapels, cathedrals, 

temples, and similar designations. 

 

RESIDENTIAL. A land use that includes single-family, two-family, and multi-family 

dwelling units. 

 

RESIDENTIAL CLUSTER DEVELOPMENT (RCD). A large scale, unified land 

development which permits a clustering of attached and detached single-family 

residential dwellings, with common recreation, open spaces, through flexible regulations 

which encourage creative design to preserve the natural features, foliage, and other 

characteristics of the site. 

 

RESIDENTIAL CARE FACILITIES.  An establishment operated for the purpose of 

providing special care or rehabilitation to the occupants, including the following:  

A. ASSISTED LIVING. An institution, residence or facility licensed by the 

Commonwealth of Kentucky that provides accommodation and personal 

assistance to more than three (3) residents who are dependent on the services of 

others by reason of age and physical or mental impairment, but that is not licensed 

to provide skilled nursing care. 

B. DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITY DWELLING.  Dwelling for persons with physical, 

emotional, or mental disability including but not limited to mental retardation, 

cerebral palsy, epilepsy, autism, deafness or hard of hearing, sight impairments, 

and orthopedic impairments, but not including convicted felons or misdemeanants 

on probation or parole or receiving supervision or rehabilitation services as a result 

of their prior  KENTUCKY REVISED STATUTES (KRS) CHAPTER 100 49 

conviction, or mentally ill persons who have pled guilty but mentally ill to a crime 

or not guilty by reason of insanity to a crime. "Person with a disability" does not 
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include persons with current, illegal use of or addiction to alcohol or any controlled 

substance as regulated under KRS CHAPTER 218A. 

C. NURSING HOME. An institution, residence or facility licensed by the 

Commonwealth of Kentucky that provides accommodation, personal assistance 

and skilled nursing care on a twenty-four (24) hour basis to more than two (2) 

residents who are dependent on the services of others by reason of age and 

physical or mental impairment. Provides care for those persons not in need of 

hospital care.  

 

RESTURANTS AND EATING ESTABLISHMENTS. A restaurant is an establishment 

selling food items ordered from a menu, prepared on the premises for immediate 

consumption, and receives a minimum of fifty percent (50%) of its gross receipts from the 

sale of food. 

A. FAST SERVICE RESTURANTS. Any structure where cooked food and beverages 

primarily intended for immediate consumption are available upon a short waiting 

time, and are packaged or presented in such a manner that they can be readily 

eaten outside the premises where they are sold; and where the facilities for on 

premises consumption of the food and beverages are insufficient for the volume of 

food sold in the establishment. 

a. CARRY OUT. An establishment preparing and offering food and beverages, 

which are sold only inside the building and are packaged to be carried and 

consumed off the premises. Food and beverages are served in disposable 

containers. This establishment does not include a drive-thru facility. This 

classification includes pizza delivery, snack bars, etc. 

b. DRIVE IN. An establishment offering food and beverages which are sold within 

the building, or to persons while in motor vehicles in an area designated for 

drive-in or drive-thru service, and for consumption on or off the premises. Food 

and beverages are served in disposable containers. 

B. SIT-DOWN RESTURANTS. Those restaurants which provide seating 

arrangements, and prepares and sells foods and beverages to the customer in a 

ready to consume state through one (1) of the following methods of operation: 

a. FULL SERVICE. An establishment where customers are normally provided 

with an individual menu, are served their food and beverages by a restaurant 

employee at the same table or counter at which said items are consumed. This 

establishment may contain outdoor dining areas. 

b. LIMITED. An establishment offering food and beverage service to patrons who 

order and pay before eating. Food and beverages may be consumed on the 

premises, taken out or delivered. Table service is generally not provided. This 

classification includes cafeterias.  

C. COMBINATION. An establishment offering food and beverage service with any 

combination of sit down service, plus the capability of providing carryout, drive in, 

or both services. 
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RETAIL SALES ESTABLISHMENT. An establishment engaged in sales of goods, 

including, but not limited to: alcoholic beverage sales, furniture and home furnishings, 

electronics and appliances, clothing and shoes, jewelry, luggage and leather goods, 

sporting goods and hobbies, books, periodicals and music, tobacco sales, department 

stores, florists, office supplies and stationary, gifts and novelties, pets, hardware, pawn 

shops, video stores and auto parts. This classification includes the retail sale or rental of 

merchandise not specifically listed under another use classification. 

 

RETAINING WALL. A vertical, or near vertical structure, greater than eighteen (18) 

inches in height, that holds back soil or rock, and prevents movement of material down 

slope or erosion on a site. 

 

RIGHT-OF-WAY. An area that allows for the passage of people or goods. Right‐of‐way 

includes passageways such as freeways, pedestrian connections, alleys, and all streets. 

A Right‐of‐way may be dedicated or deeded to the public for public use and under the 

control of a public agency, or it may be privately owned. A right-of-way that is not 

dedicated or deeded to the public will be in a tract. 

 

ROAD (RD). A local, rural and suburban thoroughfare of low-to-moderate vehicular speed 

and capacity. See: TABLE 21-19. Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code of this 

ordinance 

 

ROOF. An overhead structure that in a properly maintained state is used for protection or 

shielding from the sun, rains, and other elements of weather. 

 

ROWHOUSE. A single-family dwelling that shares a party wall with another of the same 

type and occupies the full frontage line.  

 

ROWHOUSE BUILDING. A building containing two (2) or more single-family rowhouses, 

each rowhouse being separated from the adjoining rowhouse by fire resistive walls 

without openings and each rowhouse having independent access to the exterior of the 

building in the ground story. 

 

ROWHOUSE, SINGLE-FAMILY. A dwelling unit on its own lot that is part of a rowhouse 

building. 

 

SCHOOL. A facility for education and instruction whose purpose is that offers a general 

course of study at pre-school (includes nursery school but shall not day care centers or 

day care home), elementary, middle, or high school levels and vocational and trade 

programs that are incidental to the operation of such schools. This classification shall 

include, public, private, religious (also see religious assembly) or charter schools. 

A. CHARTER SCHOOL. An nonsectarian, nonreligious, tuition-free public school that 

operates in accordance with the charter and is: 
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a. Converted from an existing school that is part of a local school district; or  

b. A new school or new distance-learning school; 

B. ELEMENTARY SCHOOL. An educational facility serving students between the 

pre-school and high school levels. 

C. HIGH SCHOOL. An educational facility serving students in the ninth, tenth, 

eleventh, and twelfth grades. 

D. PAROCHIAL. An educational facility belonging to and maintained by a religious 

organization. 

E. POST-SECONDARY SCHOOL. An educational facility that provides full-time or 

part-time education beyond high school. 

F. PRE-SCHOOL. An educational facility providing educational services for children 

not yet attending elementary school. Includes nursery school and kindergarten but 

not child care centers and home child day care. 

G. PRIVATE. An institution or a place for instruction or education belonging to and 

maintained by a private organization. 

H. PUBLIC. An institution or place for instruction or education belonging to and 

maintained under public authority and open to the public. 

 

SCHOOLS, BUSINESS. An institution or place for instruction or education, specifically in 

courses of bookkeeping, business administration, operation of business machines, 

shorthand and typing, and related courses, operated for an intended profit. For the 

purpose of this ordinance, business colleges shall be included in this definition. 

 

SCHOOLS, TRADE. An institution or place for instruction or education, specifically in one 

or more of the general trades such as: welding, carpentry, electrical, etc. 

 

SECONDARY FRONTAGE. Means on corner lots, the private frontage that is not the 

principal frontage. As it affects the public realm, its first layer is regulated. Specific to 

ARTICLE XXI-FORM BASED CODE of this ordinance. See: TABLE 21-19. 

 

SERVICE STATION. Any building, structure, land or portion thereof used for the 

dispensing, sale, or offering for sale at retail of any automobile fuels, oils, or accessories 

and in connection may include general automotive servicing of minor nature, not including 

major repair work, such as motor replacement or rebuilding, body and fender repair, or 

painting. Syn. FUEL CENTER, GAS STATION. 

 

SETBACK. The required distance between a structure’s front, rear or side line and the 

lot on which it is located. 

 

SETBACK, FRONT YARD. The distance extending the full width of the lot, measured 

from a point staring at the minimum lot width to the nearest point of a principal structure’s 

front line. 
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SETBACK, FRONT YARD, CORNER LOT. The distance extending the full width of the 

lot, measured from a point staring at the minimum lot width to the nearest point of the 

principal structure’s front line of the originally designed main entrance to the principal 

structure. 

 

SETBACK, MINIMUM FRONT YARD. The minimum distance established within this 

ordinance, measured from a point starting at the minimum lot width. 

 

SETBACK, SIDE YARD. The distance between a side lot line and the nearest point of 

the principal structure or accessory structure’s side line extending from the required front 

yard setback to the rear yard setback. 

 

SETBACK, MINIMUM SIDE YARD. The minimum distance established within this 

Ordinance, to be maintained between the side lot line and a line parallel to the side lot 

line. 

 

SETBACK, REAR YARD. The distance extending the full width of the lot measured from 

a point staring at the minimum lot width to the nearest point of a principal structure or 

accessory structure’s rear line. 

 

SETBACK, MINIMUM REAR YARD. The minimum distance established within this 

Ordinance, measured from a point starting at the minimum lot width. 

 

SEVERAL. Means two (2) or more. 

 

SEXUALLY ORIENTED BUSINESS. Shall be defined and regulated by Section 110.700 

et seq. of the CITY OF BELLEVUE CODE OF ORDINANCES and any subsequent 

amendments thereto. 

 

SHARED PARKING FACTOR. An accounting for parking spaces that are available to 

more than one (1) function. Specific to ARTICLE XXI-FORM BASED CODE of this 

Ordinance. See TABLE 21-11. 

 

SHED. An accessory structure use for the storage of materials other than motor vehicles, 

trailers, boats, recreational vehicles, or similar vehicles. 

 

SHOPFRONT. A private frontage conventional for retail function, with substantial glazing 

and an awning, wherein the facade is aligned close to the frontage line with the building 

entrance at sidewalk grade. Specific to ARTICLE XXI-FORM BASED CODE of this 

ordinance, see TABLE 21-8. 

 

SHOPPING CENTER. A group of buildings and accessory space devoted to permit uses 

under one ownership with separate establishments rented or leased, having common 
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parking facilities for all establishments, with no lot lines drawn between establishments. 

Entry to the establishment shall have its own separate entrance 

 

SHORT-TERM RENTAL. A short-term rental building is an owner-occupied dwelling 

which includes guest-rooms or suites for rent by persons not members of the owner-

occupant’s household. Guests shall not stay more than fourteen (14) consecutive days in 

duration. The operation of short-term rental units is subject to the standards and 

conditions of SECTION 9.35 - Short-Term Rental Regulations. 

 

SIDEWALK, DINING AREA. The area on a public sidewalk defined by a site plan and 

sidewalk dining license approved by the City which shows the number and type of tables, 

chairs and outdoor furnishings and their location. 

 

SIDEWALK FURNISHING ZONE. A linear portion of the sidewalk corridor, adjacent to 

the curb that contains elements such as street trees, signal poles, street lights, bicycle 

racks or other street furniture. This area does not include the width of the curb zone that 

can be as wide as six (6) inches 

 

SIDEWALK, PUBLIC. Land which by deed, conveyance, agreement, easement, 

dedication, usage or process of law is reserved for, dedicated to and improved for the 

general public for pedestrian walkway purposes which is directly adjacent to a licensed 

business establishment of a licensee. 

 

SIGN / SIGNAGE. A communication device, structure, or fixture that incorporates 

graphics, symbols, or written copy intended to direct attention to some activity, to promote 

the sale of a product, commodity or service, or to provide direction or identification for a 

premises or facility. 

 

SIGN, ADDRESS. The numeric reference of a use or building to a street name. 

 

SIGN, ANIMATED/FLASHING. Any sign having a conspicuous and intermittent variation 

in the illumination or physical position of any part of the sign. Regulated per SECTION 

15.1 (E.), of this ordinance. 

 

SIGN, AWNING. Any sign painted, stamped, perforated, stitched, or otherwise applied to 

an awning.  

 

SIGN, BANNER.  Any sign designated as a “Temporary Advertising Display,” having 

characters, letters, and/or illustrations applied to cloth, paper, flexible plastic, or fabric of 

any kind, with only such non-rigid background for support. Regulated per SECTION 15.8 

(5.), of this ordinance. 
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SIGN, BULLETIN BOARD. Any sign that allows the manual changing of the copy material 

and is used to notify the public of non-commercial events for public, charitable, or religious 

institutions, civic meetings and similar events. See SECTION 15.2 – SPECIAL SIGNS of 

this ordinance. 

 

SIGN, CANOPY. Any sign painted, stamped, perforated, stitched, or otherwise applied to 

a canopy.  

 

SIGN, FLAT. Any sign attached directly, in a rigid manner, and parallel to the building 

wall.  

 

SIGN, GROUND / MONUMENT. Any sign erected, constructed, or maintained directly 

upon the ground or upon supports placed in the ground with a maximum clearance of 

three (3) feet between the sign bottom to the adjacent grade level.  

 

SIGN, INDIVIDUAL LETTER. Letters and/or numbers individually fashioned from metal, 

glass, plastic or other materials and attached directly to the wall of a building, but not 

including a sign painted on a wall or other surface.  

 

SIGN, MEMORIAL. Any sign containing the name of the building and the date of erection 

when built into the walls of the building and constructed of bronze, brass, marble, stone, 

or other noncombustible materials. 

 

SIGN, NAMEPLATE. Any sign indicating the name of the occupant thereof and the 

practice of a permitted occupation therein.  

 

SIGN, OFF-PREMISE. Any sign that is not located on the premises of the use or structure 

being advertised. 

 

SIGN, PAINTED. Any sign painted on the exterior of a window or building wall that has 

no sign structure. The applicable size limitations shall be calculated by taking the area 

enclosed within a rectangle that is needed to completely encompass each letter, number, 

or insignia. 

 

SIGN, POLE / PYLON. Any sign affixed to a freestanding support(s) placed in, and 

extending upward from the ground with a minimum clearance greater than three (3) feet 

between the sign bottom to the adjacent grade level.  

 

SIGN, POLITICAL. Any sign identifying and urging voter support for a particular election 

issue, political party, or candidate for public office. See SECTION 15.2 – SPECIAL SIGNS 

of this ordinance.  
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SIGN, PROJECTING. Any sign projecting at a ninety (90) degree angle from the face of 

the building and securely attached to the building. The applicable size limitations shall be 

calculated by taking the area of the sign frame. 

 

SIGN, READER BOARD / MARQUEE. Any sign installed in conjunction with a pole or 

ground sign that contains changeable letters and/or emblems that announce special 

activities or sales.  

 

SIGN, REAL ESTATE. Any sign that advertises the sale, rental, or lease of the premises 

on which said sign is located. See SECTION 15.2 – SPECIAL SIGNS of this ordinance.  

 

SIGN, SANDWICH BOARD. Any freestanding, movable sign that allows the manual 

changing of the copy material and announces special activities, menus or sales. May be 

erected without a fee or sign permit, and installed in accordance with SECTION 9.30 (D) 

(1) (a) of this ordinance.   

 

SIGN, SPECIAL EVENT. Any sign advertising activities of nonprofit organizations. By 

permit, see SECTION 15.2 – SPECIAL SIGNS of this ordinance. 

 

SIGN, TEMPORARY ADVERTISING DISPLAY. By permit, see Temporary Advertising 

Display.  

 

SIGN, TRAFFIC. Any sign designed and located in accordance with the “Manual on 

Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways,” U.S. Department of 

Transportation, Federal Highway Administration.  

 

SIGN, WINDOW. Any type of sign or outdoor advertising device which is attached to a 

window of any building, but shall not extend past the limits of said window. For the 

purpose of Article XV, SIGN REGULATIONS, the word "window" shall be construed to 

mean any glass which comprises part of the surface of the wall regardless of its 

movability. 

 

SMALL CELL SYSTEM. A network of remote antenna nodes that distributes radio 

frequency signals from a central hub through a high capacity signal transport medium to 

a specific area. The term includes mini commercial towers, small cells, distributed 

antenna systems, mini cell, or similar systems.  

 

SMALL CELL TOWER. Any structure shorter than fifty (50) feet in height with an antenna 

or transmitter that is constructed for the sole or primary purpose of supporting any Federal 

FCC licensed or authorized antenna(s) and their associated facilities, including structures 

that are constructed for wireless communications services including, but not limited to, 

private, broadcast, and public safety services, as well as unlicensed wireless services 

and fixed wireless services. A pole originally installed for the primary purpose of 
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supporting wireless telecommunications equipment, regardless of the timeframe between 

pole installation and connection/implementation of Transmission Equipment, is 

considered a Small Cell Tower, and is not a Utility Pole. The term Small Cell Tower 

includes mini cell towers, distributed antenna system towers, micro cell towers, mini cell, 

or similar systems.  

SOUND LEVEL METER. An instrument standardized by the American Standards, 

Association for measurement of intensity of sound. 

 

SPECIAL AREA PLAN. Within any transect zone (T-ZONE), an area of five (5) acres or 

more of contiguous lots subject to a regulating plan which, because of its size, may 

establish unique requirements upon approval of the Planning Commission and Legislative 

Body. Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code of this ordinance. 

 

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS. When within transect zone and provisions of Section 

21.3(F), and Section 21.4(C) and/or the associated designations on a regulating plan or 

other map for those provisions. Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code of this 

ordinance. 

 

SQUARE. A type of civic space designed for unstructured recreation and civic purposes, 

spatially defined by building frontages and consisting of paths, lawns and trees, formally 

disposed. See Table 21-7. Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based CODE of this ordinance.  

 

STEALTH TECHNOLOGY. State-of-the-art design techniques used to blend objects into 

the surrounding environment and to minimize visual impact.  These design techniques 

may be applied to wireless communications towers, antennas, and other facilities, which 

blend the proposed facility into the existing structure or visual backdrop in such a manner 

as to render it less visible to the casual observer.  Such methods include, but are not 

limited to facilities constructed to resemble light poles, flag poles or other streetscape 

amenities. The use of additional features such as flags, decorative street lamps and 

banners or signs may be utilized to blend the proposed facility into the visual backdrop.   

STOOP. A private frontage wherein the facade is aligned close to the frontage line with 

the first story elevated from the sidewalk for privacy, with an exterior stair and landing at 

the entrance. See Table 21-8. Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based CODE of this 

ordinance.  

 

STORY. As defined in Section R202 of the Kentucky Residential Code. 

 

STORY, ABOVE GRADE. As defined in Section R202 of the Kentucky Residential Code. 

 

STORY, HALF. A story under a gable, hip, or gambrel roof, the wall plates of which on at 

least two (2) opposite exterior walls are not more than three (3) feet above the floor of 

such story. 
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STREET. A public thoroughfare, constructed within the boundaries of an officially deeded 

and accepted public right of way, which affords principal means of access to abutting 

property. 

 

STREET (ST). Within any transect zone (T-ZONE), a local urban thoroughfare of low 

speed and capacity. Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code of this ordinance. 

 

STREET, ARTERIAL. Public thoroughfares that serve the major movements of traffic 

within and through the community as identified in the adopted Comprehensive Plan. 

 

STREET, COLLECTOR. Public thoroughfares that serve to collect and distribute traffic 

primarily from local to arterial streets. 

 

STREET, EXPRESSWAY. A divided arterial highway for through traffic with full or partial 

control of access and generally with grade separations at major intersections. 

 

STREET, FREEWAY. A divided multi-lane highway for through traffic with all crossroads 

separated in grades and with full control of access. 

 

STREET, FRONTAGE ROAD (SERVICE OR ACCESS ROAD). A street adjacent to a 

freeway, expressway, or arterial street separated therefrom by a dividing strip and 

providing access to abutting properties. 

 

STREET, LOCAL. Roadways that are designed to be used primarily for direct access to 

abutting properties and leading into a roadway that affords access to abutting property 

for private users of such property. For the purposes of density calculations, a private street 

shall constitute the areas of its paved surface and sidewalks or the private right-of-way if 

designated on the recorded plat. 

 

STREET, MAJOR. Any public thoroughfare classified as an "arterial", "freeway", or 

"expressway". 

 

STREET, PRIVATE. A roadway that affords access to abutting property for private users 

of such property. For the purposes of density calculations, a private street shall constitute 

the areas of its paved surface and sidewalks or the private right-of-way if designated on 

the recorded plat. 

 

STREET, PUBLIC. A public roadway, constructed within the boundaries of an officially 

deeded and accepted public right-of-way, which affords principal means of access to 

abutting property. For purposes of density calculations, a public street shall constitute all 

of the area within the public right-of-way. 
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STREETSCREEN. A freestanding wall built along the frontage line, or coplanar (parallel) 

with the facade. It may mask a parking lot from the thoroughfare, provide privacy to a side 

yard, and/or strengthen the spatial definition of the public realm. (Syn.: street-wall.) 

Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code (21.4(I) 1.b.) of this ordinance. 

 

STRUCTURE. Anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires a location in or 

on the ground or attachment to something having a permanent location in or on the 

ground, including buildings, mobile homes, signs, and fences, but not including 

earthworks, ditches, canals, dams, reservoirs, pipelines, telephone or telegraph or electric 

power lines, driveways, or curbs. 

 

STRUCTURE, ACCESSORY. A structure, other than a sign, exclusively associated with 

a specified principal structure located more than one (1) foot from the principal structure; 

with a single exception of public parking buildings or garages as are permitted to locate 

elsewhere than on the same lot with the building or use served. 

 

STRUCTURE, PRINCIPAL. A structure in which is conducted the principal use of the lot 

on which it is located. 

 

STRUCTURE LINE, FRONT. A line drawn at a ninety (90) degree angle to the side lot 

lines from a point calculated by the average distance of the principal structure’s front wall, 

or addition thereto, to the front lot line. 

 

STRUCTURE LINE, SIDE. A line drawn at a ninety (90) degree angle to the rear and 

front lot lines from a point calculated by the average distance of the principal and/or 

accessory structure’s side wall, or addition thereto, to the side lot line. 

 

STRUCTURE LINE, REAR. A line drawn at a ninety (90) degree angle to the side lot lines 

from a point calculated by the average distance of the principal and/or accessory 

structure’s rear wall, or addition thereto, to the rear lot line. 

 

STUDIO, PROFESSIONAL. An establishment that engages in the teaching of any form 

of fine arts, photography, music, drama, or dance. This classification shall not include a 

sexually oriented business. 

 

SUBSTANTIAL MODIFICATION. An alteration to a building that is valued at more than 

50% of the replacement cost of the entire building, if new. 

 

SUBDIVISION. The division of a parcel of land three (3) or more lots or parcels for the 

purpose, whether immediate or future, of sale, lease, or building development, or if a new 

street is involved, any division of a parcel of land; providing that a division of land for 

agricultural use and not involving a new street shall not be deemed a subdivision. The 

term includes re-subdivision and, when appropriate to the context, shall relate to the 
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process of subdivision or to the land subdivided: any division or re-division of land into 

parcels of less than one (1) acre occurring within twelve (12) months following a division 

of the same land shall be deemed a subdivision within the meaning of this ordinance. 

 

SUPERMARKET. A combination grocery store and department store with more than 

4,000 square feet of floor area. This classification may include an automobile repair 

service as an accessory use. 

 

SWALE. A low or slightly depressed natural area for drainage. 

 

SWIMMING POOL / HOT TUB / SPA. As defined in Section R202 of the Kentucky 

Residential Code. 

 

SWIMMING POOL, OUTDOOR. Any structure or device of any kind that is intended for 

swimming purposes, including but not limited to: any pool or tank of any material or type 

of construction, or any depression or excavation in any natural or constructed material, or 

any dike or berm of any material or type of construction; including all appurtenances to 

such structure or device and all appliances used in connection therewith; which structure 

or device is intended to cause, or would cause if completely filled, the retaining of water 

to a greater depth than eighteen (18) inches at any point. Any such structure or device 

shall be deemed to be included within the meaning of the term structure as used in this 

ordinance. See SECTION 9.18 – OUTDOOR SWIMMING POOLS of this ordinance. 

Outdoor swimming pool classifications include the following:  

A. PRIVATE. An accessory structure appurtenant to a one-family or a two-family 

dwelling and used only as such by persons residing on the same lot and their 

private guests. 

B. SEMI-PUBLIC. An accessory structure appurtenant to a multi-dwelling, hotel, 

motel, church, school, club, etc., and used only as such by persons who reside or 

are housed on the same lot or who are regular members of such organizations. 

C. PUBLIC. A swimming pool operated by a unit of government for the general public, 

whether or not an admission fee is charged. 

D. COMMERCIAL. A swimming pool operated for profit, open to the public upon 

payment of a fee. 

 

T-ZONE. See TRANSET ZONE. Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code of this 

ordinance 

 

TAILOR / SEWING SHOP. An establishment engaged in the making, repairing, and 

altering of garments such as suits, coats, and dresses. 

 

TANNING STUDIO. Business that uses artificial lighting systems to produce a tan on an 

individual's body. 
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TATTOO PARLOR / BODY PIERCING STUDIO / BODY PAINTING STUDIO. An 

establishment whose business activity is the practice of one or more of the following: (1) 

placing of designs, letters, figures, symbols, or other marks upon or under the skin of any 

person, using ink or other substances that result in the permanent coloration of the skin 

by means of the use of needles or other instruments designed to contact or puncture the 

skin; (2) creation of an opening in the body of a person for the purpose of inserting jewelry 

or other decoration; (3) applying paint or similar matter upon the skin of any person. 

 

TAVERN. Any establishment selling alcoholic or nonalcoholic beverages by the drink for 

consumption 

 

TENT. Any structure or enclosure, the roof of which and/or one-half (12) or more of the 

sides are constructed of silk, cotton canvas, fabric, or 4 similar light material.  

 

TERMINATED VISTA. A location at the axial conclusion of a thoroughfare. A building 

located at a Terminated Vista designated on a regulating plan is required or 

recommended to be designed in response to the axis. Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form 

Based Code of this ordinance. 

 

THEATER. An establishment for the performing arts that includes dramatic, operatic, or 

other performance to which no audience participation or meal service is permitted. This 

classification shall not include a sexually oriented business. 

 

THOROUGHFARE. A way for use by vehicular and pedestrian traffic and to provide 

access to lots and open spaces, consisting of vehicular lanes and the public frontage.  

 

TRACTOR. A self-propelled vehicle used for drawing other vehicles or equipment, and 

not so constructed as to carry any load thereon other than part of the weight of the load 

being drawn. 

 

TRADITIONAL NEIGHBORHOOD DEVELOPMENT (TND). Limited to any transect zone 

(T-ZONE), a TND is a community unit type within an urbanized, greyfield, or brownfield 

area based on a mixed use center or common destination and consisting of T-3, T-4, 

and/or T-5 Zones. A TND is regulated by Section 21.3. See Section 21.3 (B).2. (Var.: 

neighborhood)     Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code: of this ordinance. 

 

TRAILER. A transport vehicle designed to be hauled by an automobile, truck, heavy truck 

or tractor. 

 

TRANSIT ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT (TOD). A TOD is created by an overlay on all or 

part of a TND or RCD, or by designation on a regional plan, permitting increased density 

to support rail or bus rapid transit (BRT) as set forth in Section 21.4 (H).2.e. A TOD is 

regulated by and specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code, of this ordinance. 
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TRANSECT ZONE (T-ZONE). One (1) of several areas on a zoning map regulated by 

ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code and is based on transects which is a cross-section of 

the environment showing a range of different habitats. These zones describe the physical 

form and character of a place, according to the density and intensity of its land use and 

urbanism. Similar to land use zones in conventional codes, except that in addition to the 

usual building function, density, height, and setback requirements, other elements of the 

intended habitat are integrated, including those of the private lot and building, 

thoroughfares, civic space and Public frontage. See Table 21-1. (Syn. Transect) Specific 

to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code of this ordinance. 

 

TRANSMISSION EQUIPMENT. Equipment that facilitates transmission for any FCC-

licensed, or authorized wireless communication service, including, but not limited to; radio 

transceivers, antennas, coaxial or fiber-optic cable, and regular and backup power supply. 

The term includes equipment associated with wireless communications services 

including, but not limited to: private, broadcast, and public safety services, unlicensed 

wireless services, and fixed wirelesses services. 

 

TREE, CITY. A tree located on property owned by the City or placed within the public 

right- of-way by the City. 

 

TREE, NON-CITY. Any tree other than a “City Tree” as heretofore defined. 

 

TREE BOARD. The Tree Board of the City of Bellevue, Kentucky. 

 

TRUCK. A self-propelled vehicle with single rear axles designed for transporting loads. 

 

TRUCK, HEAVY. A self-propelled vehicle, including tractors, with two (2) or more rear 

axles designed for transporting loads. 

 

TRUCK TERMINAL AND WAREHOUSE. A facility for the storage of commercial goods 

within an enclosed building for distribution by truck. This includes bulk mail handling 

facilities.    

 

TURNING RADIUS. The curved edge of a thoroughfare at an intersection, measured at 

the inside edge of the vehicular tracking. The smaller the Turning Radius, the smaller the 

pedestrian crossing distance and the more slowly the vehicle is forced to make the turn. 

See Table 21-3B and Table 21-17. Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code of this 

ordinance. 

 

URBANIZED. Generally, developed. Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code of this 

ordinance.  
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USE. Any purpose for which a lot, building, or other structure or tract of land may be 

designated, arranged, intended, maintained, or occupied; or any activity, occupation, 

business, or operation carried on or intended to be carried on in a building or other 

structure or on a tract of land. 

 

USE, PERMITTED. A use which may be lawfully established, if permitted, in particular 

zone provided it conforms to all requirements of such zone. 

 

USE, PRINCIPLE. A use that is the primary function of land or structures. 

 

USE, TEMPORARY COMMERCIAL. Temporary Commercial Use means access to 

general commercial goods and services utilizing temporary commercial displays and 

sales of goods and services on paved surfaced areas with adequate parking. Such 

temporary uses are subject to SECTION 9.27 - TEMPORARY COMMERCIAL USES. 

 

UTILITY.  Has the meaning as defined in KRS 278.010(3). 

 

UTILITY, OVERHEAD. Utility infrastructure that is located primarily above ground. 

Overhead Utilities include but are not limited to power lines and communications lines. 

 

UTILITY, POLE. A structure originally constructed for the support of electrical, telephone, 

cable television or other video services, street lighting, or other similar cables and located 

within the public right-of-way or Utility easements. A pole originally installed for the 

primary purpose of supporting wireless telecommunications equipment, regardless of the 

timeframe between pole installation and connection/implementation of Transmission 

Equipment, is considered a Small Cell Tower, and is not a Utility Pole. 

 

UTILITY, UNDERGROUND. Utility infrastructure that is located primarily underground. 

For purposes of these regulations, utilities include but are not limited to water lines, 

sanitary sewer lines, storm sewer lines, culverts, natural gas lines, power lines, and 

communications lines. This definition does not include electric transformers, switch 

boxes, telephone pedestals and telephone boxes, traffic boxes, and similar devices that 

are ground mounted. 

 

WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS FACILITY. The set of equipment and network 

components including transmitters, receivers, Communication Base Stations, cabling, 

and antenna(s) or related equipment, used to provide wireless data and 

telecommunication services. 

 

VARIANCE. A departure from dimensional terms of the zoning ordinance, pertaining to 

height, width, or location of structures and size of yards and open spaces (but not 

population density) where such departure meets the requirements of KRS 100.241 to 

100.247. (Enact. Acts 1966, ch. 172, S 1; 1974, ch. 398, S 1;  1982, ch. 306, S1, effective 
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July 15, 1982; 1986, ch. 23, S 7, effective July 15, 1986; 1986, ch. 141, effective July 15, 

1986.) The Board of Adjustments shall have the power to hear and decide on applications 

for a variance and may impose any reasonable conditions or restrictions on any variance 

it decides to grant. 

 

VEHICLE. Any vehicle as described in KRS 186.010 (8) (a) and/or 186.010 (8) (b). 

 

VEHICLE AND EQUIPMENT SALES AND RENTAL. A facility for the sale or rental of 

automobiles, motorcycles, trucks, tractors, construction or agricultural equipment, motor 

homes and RV's, boats and similar equipment, including storage and incidental 

maintenance. This classification shall not include pawnshops.  

 

VEHICLE REPAIR. An establishment engaged in repair of automobiles, trucks, 

motorcycles, motor homes or recreational vehicles or boats, including the sale, installation 

and servicing of related equipment and parts including quick-service oil, tire sales and 

installation, tune-up, brake and muffler shops. This classification includes auto repair 

shops, body and fender shops and upholstery shops, but excludes vehicle dismantling or 

salvage and tire re-treading or recapping, towing or repair of heavy trucks or construction 

vehicles. 

 

VENDING MACHINE. Any unattended self-service device that, upon insertion of money, 

credit cards, tokens, or by similar means, dispenses anything of value including food, 

beverage, goods, wares, merchandise or services. Shall not mean kiosk. 

 

VETERNARY CLINIC. See CLINIC, ANIMAL. 

 

WAREHOUSE. Facilities characterized by extensive warehousing, frequent heavy 

trucking activity, and storage of materials, but does not include manufacturing or 

production. 

 

WASTE MANAGEMENT. Any of the following:  

A. WASTE COLLECTION. Facilities where waste material, other than hazardous or 

infectious waste, is received and temporarily stored in closed containers without 

processing or disposition, including but not limited to: recycling drop-off point, yard 

waste depot, charitable drive box and other similar uses limited in volume and 

means of storage and posing no nuisance by reason of odor, noise, runoff, 

underground seepage or unsightly conditions.  

B. WASTE DISPOSAL. Facilities where waste material, including hazardous or 

infectious waste, is incinerated, land filled or put to other final disposition.  

C. WASTE TRANSFER. Facilities where waste material, other than hazardous or 

infectious waste, is received and processed for transportation to another place for 

recycling, re-use, incineration or final disposal, including but not limited to: 

biological treatment facility, composting yard, resource recovery facility, recycling 
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center, buy-back center, tire shredding facility, tire recycling facility, refuse-derived 

fuel manufacturing facility, transfer station and other similar uses, limited by the 

volume and type of material processed, or the characteristics of the equipment or 

methods used to process the waste material.    

 

WATERSHED. All the area from which all drainage passes a given point downstream; 

 

WHOLESALING AND DISTRIBUTION. A facility for storage and wholesale distribution 

of merchandise and bulk goods and non-retail store sales, including electronic shopping, 

mail-order houses and other direct-selling establishments. This use classification 

excludes retail sale of goods at discount prices for individual consumption.   

 

WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT. An establishment primarily engaged in selling and/or 

distributing merchandise to retailers; to industrial, commercial, institutional, or 

professional business users, or to other wholesalers; or acting as agents or brokers and 

buying merchandise for, or selling merchandise to, such individuals or companies. This 

establishment may include warehousing. 

 

WILDLIFE. Animals or plants existing in their natural habitat. 

 

WORK-LIVE UNIT. A mixed-use unit consisting of a commercial and residential function. 

Typically has a substantial commercial component that may accommodate employees 

and walk-in trade. The unit is intended to function predominantly as workspace with 

incidental residential accommodations. Specific to ARTICLE XXI-Form Based Code of 

this ordinance. 

 

YARD. An open space on the same lot or building site with a main building, unoccupied 

and unobstructed from the ground upward, except by trees, plants shrubbery’s, 

ornaments, dog houses, outdoor furniture, and except as otherwise permitted within 

SECTION 9.10 – APPLICATION OF ZONING REGULATIONS or this ordinance. 

 

YARD, FRONT. As indicated in Article XII, Figure 2 of this Ordinance. 

 

YARD, SIDE.  As indicated in Article XII, Figure 2 of this Ordinance. 

 

YARD, REAR.  As indicated in Article XII, Figure 2 of this Ordinance. 

 

ZONE/DISTRICT. An established area within the legislative body for which the provisions 

of this ordinance are applicable. 

 

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR. The official or officials appointed by the legislative body to 

administer and enforce the provisions of this ordinance. 
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ZONING MAP. The official map or maps that are part of the zoning ordinance of the City 

of Bellevue and delineate the boundaries of individual zones and districts 
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ARTICLE VIII – ESTABLISHMENT OF ZONES 
 

SECTION 8.0 - ZONES  

For the purpose and intent of this ordinance, the City is hereby divided into the following 

zones: 

 CO  Conservation Zone 

 R-1A  Residential One - A Zone 

 R-1B  Residential One - B Zone 

 R-1C  Residential One - C Zone 

 R-1H  Residential One - H Zone 

 R-2  Residential Two Zone 

 R-3MF Residential Three - Multiple Family Zone 

 NC-1  Neighborhood Commercial Zone - One 

 NC-2  Neighborhood Commercial Zone - Two 

 NC-3  Neighborhood Commercial Zone - Three 

 SC  Shopping Center Zone 

 MHP  Mobile Home Park Overlay Zone 

 I-1  Industrial Zone – One 

 C-1  Commercial - One  

 RCD  Residential Cluster Development Overlay Zone 

 PUD  Planned Unit Development Zone 

 MLU  Mixed Land Use Zone 

 HP  Historic Preservation Overlay Zone 

 T3  Transect Zone 3 

 T4  Transect Zone 4 

 T5  Transect Zone 5 

T5.3  Transect Zone 5.3 

 T5.5  Transect Zone 5.5 

 

SECTION 8.1 - OFFICIAL MAP  

The zones are bounded and defined as shown on the map entitled "OFFICIAL ZONING 

MAP OF THE CITY OF BELLEVUE, KENTUCKY" and shall so remain on file in the office 

of the City clerk. 

SECTION 8.2 - CHANGES ON ZONING MAP  

Where changes are made in zone boundaries in accordance with the provisions of this 

ordinance and Kentucky Revised Statutes, such changes shall be made on the on the 

Official Zoning Map promptly after the amendment to this ordinance has been approved 

by the legislative body. Such changes shall not become effective until said changes have 

been made on said map. 
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No changes of any nature shall be made on the Official Zoning Map, which are not in 

conformity with the procedures set forth in this Ordinance. 

SECTION 8.3 - REPLACEMENT OF OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OR MAPS  

In the event that the Official Zoning Map (or maps) become damaged, destroyed, lost, or 

are deemed necessary to be replaced due to the age of the map or major corrections in 

location of rights-of-way or subdivisions, the City of Bellevue may, by Ordinance, cause 

to have prepared and by Ordinance, adopt a new Official Zoning Map (or maps) which 

shall supersede the prior Official Zoning Map (or maps), but no such corrections shall 

have the effect of amending the original Zoning Ordinance or any subsequent amendment 

thereof. 

SECTION 8.4 - RULES FOR INTERPRETATION OF ZONE BOUNDARIES 

Rules for interpretation of zone boundaries shown on the Official Zoning Map (or maps) 

are as follows: 

A. Boundaries indicated as approximately following the rights-of-way boundary of a 

street, road or highway shall be construed to follow such rights-of-way lines and 

when said rights-of-way are officially vacated, the zones bordering such rights-of-

way shall be extended out to the center line of said vacated rights-of-way. 

 

B. Boundaries indicated as approximately following platted lot lines shall be construed 

as following such lot lines. 

 

C. Boundaries indicated as approximately following political boundary lines shall be 

construed as following such boundary lines. 

 

D. Boundaries indicated as approximately following railroad lines shall be construed 

as to be midway between the main tracks. 

 

E. Boundaries indicated as approximately following the center lines of streets, 

streams, rivers, ditches, ravines, or other bodies of water shall be construed to 

follow such center lines. 

 

F. Boundaries indicated as approximately parallel to features indicated in Rules A 

through E of this section, shall be construed as parallel to such features. 

Boundaries indicated as approximate extensions of features indicated in Rules A 

through E of this section, shall be so construed as being extensions of such 

features. Distances not specifically indicated on the Official Zoning Map (or maps) 

shall be determined by the scale of the map (or maps), if an accurate legal 

description cannot be determined from the original zoning case. 
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SECTION 8.5 - AREAS NOT INCLUDED WITHIN ZONES 

 Property that has not been included within a zone either through error or omission, or 

when an area is annexed or proposed to be annexed to the legislative body the zoning to 

be applied to the area shall meet the requirements of KRS 100.209 and KRS 81A.420 (1) 

as amended. 
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ARTICLE IX – GENERAL REGULATIONS 
 

SECTION 9.0 - PURPOSE 
 
Except as herein provided, general regulations shall apply to all zones. 
 
SECTION 9.1 - REDUCTION IN BUILDING SITE AREA 
 
Except as herein provided, no lot, in any zone, may be reduced in area below the 
minimum lot area as specified herein for the zone within which said lot is located, except 
where such reduction has been brought about by the expansion or acquiring of rights - of 
- way for a street. If, however, by some means (e.g., misinterpretation of law, erroneous 
lot descriptions, etc.) the lot area is reduced below the minimum required lot area as 
specified herein for the zone, all of the uses and structures contained on the remaining 
portion of the area shall be subject to compliance with all provisions of this ordinance. In 
the event that the uses and structures cannot comply in such circumstances, the property 
owner shall seek relief from the Board of Adjustment, as provided for in Article XVIII of 
this ordinance. 
 
SECTION 9.2 - INTERFERENCE WITH TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES 
 
No sign, structure, tree, planting, or vegetation, or any portion thereof, shall protrude over 
or into any street so as to create confusion around, or otherwise interfere with, traffic 
control devices of any kind. 
 
SECTION 9.3 - VISION CLEARANCE AT CORNERS, CURB CUTS, AND RAILROAD 
CROSSINGS 
 
No structure, vehicle, tree, planting, vegetation, sign, or fence, or any type of obstacle, or 
any portion thereof, shall be placed or retained in such a manner which would create a 
traffic hazard or would obstruct the vision clearance at corners, curb cuts, or railroad 
crossings in any zone. 
 
SECTION 9.4 - FRONTAGE ON CORNER LOTS AND DOUBLE FRONTAGE LOTS 
 
On lots having frontage on more than one street, the minimum front yard setback shall be 
provided on at least one street frontage, with the other frontage having a minimum of one 
- half the required minimum front yard setback, except that when such lots abut an arterial 
street, as herein defined, the minimum front yard setback shall be provided for each street 
frontage. 
 
SECTION 9.5 - ANIMALS 
 
Exotic animals, farm / livestock animals, and/or wildlife are not permitted to be bred, 
raised, kept and/or housed on any property in any zone within the City. 
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SECTION 9.6 - RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY LOCATION 
 
Railroad rights-of-way, exclusive of such uses as marshaling yards, spur lines, passenger 
and freight terminals, maintenance shops, fueling facilities, and round houses, may be 
located in any zone providing said railroad rights - of - way meet the requirements of those 
sections of the Kentucky Revised Statutes and other pertinent state regulations. 
 
SECTION 9.7 - EXCAVATION, MOVEMENT OF SOIL, TREE REMOVAL, AND 
EROSION AND SEDIMENTATION CONTROL 

 
A. No governmental entity or other person or entity shall strip, excavate, fill, or otherwise 

move soil, trees, or other vegetation, except for minor changes such as the filling of 
small depressions, removal of vegetation which is diseased or endangering the public 
safety, without first ensuring that all requirements of the City’s Tree Preservation and 
Replacement Ordinance (Ordinance No.91-3-1) and the Subdivision Regulations, if 
applicable, have been fulfilled and then obtaining a permit from the Building Inspector. 

 
B. The Building Inspector may issue the required permit after determining that the 

resulting change in grade, or removal of trees and other vegetation, in the affected 
area will be in conformance with all applicable provisions of this ordinance. The 
provisions of this section shall not be construed to prohibit normal excavation or 
grading which is incidental to the construction or alteration of a building on the 
premises for which a building permit has been granted as required otherwise in this 
ordinance. 

 
C. Erosion and Sedimentation Control: Erosion and sedimentation controls for 

excavation, movement of soil, and tree removal, shall be planned and applied 
according to the following: 

 
1. The smallest practical area of land shall be exposed at any one time during 

development. 
 
2. When land is exposed during development, the exposure should be kept to the 

shortest practical period of time. 
 
3. Temporary vegetation and/or mulching shall be used to protect critical areas 

exposed during development. 
 
4. Sediment basins (debris basins or silt traps) shall be installed and maintained to 

remove sediment from run - off waters from land undergoing development. 
 
5. Provisions shall be made to accommodate the increased runoff caused by 

changed soil and surface conditions during and after development. 
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6. Permanent final vegetation and structures shall be installed as soon as practical 
in the development. 

 
7. The development shall be fitted to the topography and soils so as to create the 

least erosion potential. 
 
8. Wherever feasible, natural vegetation should be retained and protected. 

 
SECTION 9.8 - DUMPSTERS  
 
All uses that maintain garbage dumpsters on site shall provide a screened enclosure by 
means of a Class 1, 3, 5, or 6 fence/wall, or a combination thereof equal in height to the 
dumpster.  All such garbage collection areas shall be located in the rear yard and setback 
a minimum of two (2) feet from any property line, unless site limitations such as 
topography, yard area, or access prevent such placement, as determined by the Zoning 
Administrator. 
 
SECTION 9.9 - JUNKYARD LOCATION  
 
Where permitted herein, no person or entity shall operate any junk yard which is situated 
closer than two thousand (2,000) feet from the centerline of any county, state, federal, or 
limited access highway or turnpike, including bridges and bridge approaches, unless a 
permit for such operation has been obtained from the Kentucky Department of 
Transportation, Bureau of Highways, in accordance with KRS 177.905 to 177.950. 
 
SECTION 9.10 - APPLICATION OF ZONING REGULATIONS 

 
A. Except as herein provided, no public or private structures or land shall be used for 

any purpose other than that permitted in the zone in which such structures or land 
are located or are to be located. 

 
B. Except as herein provided, every structure hereafter erected shall be located on a lot.  

In no case shall there be more than one (1) principal structure on one (1) lot, nor shall 
any structure be erected on a lot which does not abut a public right-of-way. 

 
C. Accessory structures and uses shall conform to the setback requirements in the zone 

in which they are located.  Accessory structures and uses shall not be permitted 
within front yards. 

 Exceptions: 
 

1. Front Yards: driveways - no closer than one (1) foot to the property line to which 
they run approximately parallel and shall be sloped away from neighboring 
properties.  In the event that a common driveway will be used to serve two (2) or 
more lots, then driveways may be permitted to abut the property line.  Awnings 
and canopies - extending not more than six (6) feet into the required minimum 
front yard setback.  Fences - in accordance with Article XII.  Landings - as required 



Article IX – General Regulations 

Zoning Ordiance – 2018   9-4 
City of Bellevue, KY   

by the CABO One and Two Family Dwelling Code.  Ramps - provided they are no 
closer than two (2) feet to the side lot line.  

 
2. Side Yards: driveways and patios - no closer than one (1) foot to the property line 

to which they run approximately parallel and shall be sloped away from 
neighboring properties.  In the event that a common driveway will be used to serve 
two (2) or more lots, then driveways may be permitted to abut the property line.  
Awnings and canopies - projecting not more than thirty (30) inches into the 
minimum side yard setback, but no closer than two (2) feet to the side lot line.  
Decks - provided they are less than three (3) feet above grade and no closer than 
two (2) feet to the side lot line.  Fences - in accordance with Article XII.  Landings 
- as required by the CABO One and Two Family Dwelling Code.  Ramps - 
provided they are no closer than two (2) feet to the side lot line. 

 
3. Rear Yards: driveways, parking pads and patios - no closer than one (1) foot to 

the property line to which they run approximately parallel and shall be sloped away 
from neighboring properties.  In the event that a common driveway will be used 
to serve two (2) or more lots, then driveways may be permitted to abut the property 
line. Awnings and canopies - projecting not more than ten (10) feet into the 
minimum rear yard setback. Carports, detached garages, sheds and similar 
accessory structures - may be permitted to locate “in-line” with the side principal 
structure line but in no case closer than two (2) feet to the side lot line and rear lot 
line.  Decks - provided they are less than three (3) feet above grade and no closer 
than two (2) feet to the side lot line and rear lot line. Fences - in accordance with 
Article XII.  Landings - as required by the CABO One and Two Family Dwelling 
Code.  Ramps - provided they are no closer than two (2) feet to the side lot line 
and rear lot line.  Swimming pools - in accordance with Section 9.18.   

 
D. Permitted obstructions in minimum required yards: 

 
1. All yards: steps, four (4) feet or less above grade, and projecting not more than 

four (4) feet into the minimum required yards which are necessary for access to a 
lot from a street or alley.  Chimneys, projecting not more than thirty (30) inches 
into the minimum required yards. 

 
2. Front yards: Bay windows, overhanging eaves and gutters, projecting three (3) 

feet or less into the minimum front yard setback.  Air conditioning equipment 
(excluding compressor for central air conditioning unit). 

 
3. Side yards: Bay windows, overhanging eaves and gutters, projecting three (3) feet 

or less into the minimum side yard setback.  Air conditioning equipment (excluding 
compressor for central air conditioning unit).  Fire escapes, projecting not more 
than thirty (30) inches into the minimum required yards. 

 
4. Rear yards: Bay windows, overhanging eaves, gutters, and air conditioning 

equipment, projecting not more than six (6) feet into the minimum rear yard 
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setback.  Fire escapes, projecting not more than thirty (30) inches into the 
minimum required yards. 

 
SECTION 9.11 - SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS GOVERNING HOME OCCUPATIONS:  
 
Home occupations shall include the use of a residential structure for services rendered, 
other than by direct contact with customers, at that location (for example, where the bulk 
of the business is by telephone - actual work is performed in home and customer is 
contacted other than at that location).   
 
EXCEPTION: Child Day Care, Home. 
 
The following requirements shall apply to home occupations, where permitted herein: 

 
A. No persons other than members of the family residing on the premises shall be 

engaged in such operation. 
 
B. The use of the dwelling unit for the home occupation shall be clearly incidental and 

subordinate to its use for residential purposes by its occupants. Not more than twenty-
five (25) percent of the gross floor area of any one floor of the dwelling unit (including 
the basement or cellar) shall be used in the conduct of the home occupation. 

 
C. There shall be no change in the outside appearance of the structure or premises, or 

other visible evidence of the conduct of such home occupation, that will indicate from 
the exterior that the structure is being utilized, in part, for any purpose other than that 
of a dwelling unit, except that a name plate, as regulated by Section 15.2 (B) of this 
ordinance, shall be permitted. 

 
D. A home occupation shall not be conducted in any accessory structure, nor shall there 

be any exterior storage of any materials on the premises. 
 
E. There shall be no commodity sold upon the premises in connection with such home 

occupation. 
 
F. No traffic shall be generated by such home occupation in greater volumes than would 

normally be expected in the vicinity where such home occupation is located. 
 
G. No equipment or process that creates noise, vibration, glare, fumes, odors, or 

electrical interference, detectable to the normal senses off the lot, shall be used in 
such home occupation. In the case of electrical interference, no equipment or process 
that creates visual or audible interference in any radio or television receivers off the 
premises, or causes fluctuations in line voltage off the premises, shall be used. 
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SECTION 9.12 - NONCONFORMING LOTS, NONCONFORMING USES, 
NONCONFORMING STRUCTURES, REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE, AND 
NONCONFORMING SIGNS 

 
A. NONCONFORMING LOTS OF RECORD 

 
1. Any lot of record, which does not meet the minimum requirements of this 

ordinance, shall be considered a nonconforming lot of record. 
 
2. If two (2) or more lots or combinations of lots and portions of lots with continuous 

frontage are in single ownership and are of record at the time of passage or 
amendment of this ordinance, and if all or part of the lots do not meet the 
minimum requirements for lot width and area, as established by this ordinance, 
the lands involved shall be considered to be an undivided parcel for the purposes 
of this ordinance, and no portion of said parcel shall be used or sold which does 
not meet the minimum lot width and minimum area requirements established by 
this ordinance, nor shall any division of the parcel be made which leaves 
remaining any lot with width or area below the requirements stated in this 
ordinance. 

 
3. Where a single nonconforming lot of record exists development may be permitted 

on the lot, provided: the lot is located on an existing and improved public street; 
the lot is of separate ownership from all adjacent and contiguous parcels; the 
adjacent and contiguous parcels exist as developed building lots or dedicated 
street right - of - way, precluding acquisition of additional area to achieve 
conformity; and development proposed on the lot is in conformance with all other 
requirements of this ordinance. Where a variance from any minimum yard, 
setback, etc., is necessary to develop said lot, an application for such variance 
shall be submitted to the Board of Adjustment in accordance with Article XVIII of 
this ordinance. 

 
B. NONCONFORMING USES 

 
1. CONTINUANCE: Except as herein provided, the lawful use of any structure or 

land existing at the time of the adoption of this ordinance may be continued 
although such use does not conform to the provisions of this ordinance. However, 
no nonconforming use may be enlarged or extended beyond its area of use at 
the time it becomes a nonconforming use, unless and until the use is brought into 
conformance with all provisions of this ordinance. 

 
2. CHANGE FROM ONE NONCONFORMING USE TO ANOTHER: As regulated 

by Article XVIII of this ordinance. 
 
3. TERMINATION: In all cases, the Board of Adjustment shall hold a public hearing 

in accordance with the applicable requirements of Article XVIII of this ordinance. 
Following that hearing, the board may terminate the right to operate a 
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nonconforming use based on any of the following conditions, and if the decision 
is to do so, the board shall state its basis, in writing, for such determination. 

 
a. Nonoperative, nonused, or abandoned for a period of twelve (12) consecutive 

months, providing that the Board of Adjustment may allow the continuation of 
such nonconforming use if it is determined that reasons for such nonuse were 
beyond the owners'/operators' control. 

 
b. Whenever the structure, in which the nonconforming use is operated, is 

damaged in any manner whatsoever and the cost of repairing such damage 
exceeds fifty (50) percent of the market value of such structure in which the 
nonconforming use is operated and a determination is made by the Board of 
Adjustment that this structure should not be reconstructed. 

 
c. Whenever the structure, in which the nonconforming use is operated, 

becomes obsolete or substandard under any applicable ordinance of the City 
and the cost of placing such structure in lawful compliance with the applicable 
ordinance exceeds fifty (50) percent of the market value of such structure as 
of the date of the official order under the applicable ordinance and a 
determination is made by the Board of Adjustment that this structure should 
not be reconstructed. 

 
d. Whenever said nonconforming use is determined to be detrimental or 

injurious to the public health, safety, or general welfare. 
 

4. ZONE CHANGE: The foregoing provisions shall apply to uses that become 
nonconforming due to zone changes which take place hereafter. 

 
C. NONCONFORMING STRUCTURES 

 
1. CONTINUANCE:  Except as herein provided, any nonconforming structure, 

existing at the time of the adoption of this ordinance, may be occupied, operated, 
and maintained in a state of good repair, but no nonconforming structure shall 
be enlarged or extended unless the enlargement or extension can be, and is, 
made in compliance with all of the provisions of this ordinance. 

 
2. TERMINATION: In all cases, the Board of Adjustment shall hold a public hearing 

in accordance with the applicable requirements of Article XVIII of this ordinance. 
Following that hearing, the board may terminate the right to reconstruct the 
nonconforming structure based on any of the following conditions, and if the 
decision is to do so, the board shall state its basis, in writing, for such 
determination. 

 
a. Whenever the nonconforming structure is damaged in any manner 

whatsoever and the cost of repairing such damage exceeds fifty (50) percent 
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of the market value of such structure and a determination is made by the 
Board of Adjustment that the structure should not be reconstructed. 

 
b. Whenever the nonconforming structure becomes obsolete or substandard 

under any applicable ordinance of the City and the cost of placing such 
nonconforming structure in lawful compliance with the applicable ordinance 
exceeds fifty (50) percent of the market value of such nonconforming 
structure as of the date of the official order under the applicable ordinance 
and a determination is made by the Board of Adjustment that this structure 
should not be reconstructed. 

 
c. Whenever said nonconforming structure is determined to be detrimental or 

injurious to the public health, safety, or general welfare. 
 

3. ZONE CHANGE: The foregoing provisions shall apply to structures that become 
nonconforming due to zone changes which take place hereafter. 

 
D. REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE 

 
On any structure devoted in whole, or in part, to any nonconforming use, work may 
be done on ordinary repairs, or on repair or replacement of non bearing walls, fixtures, 
wiring, or plumbing, provided that the cubic content of the building, as it existed at the 
time of passage or amendment of this ordinance which rendered it nonconforming, 
shall not be increased.  Nothing in this ordinance shall be deemed to prevent the 
strengthening or restoring, to a safe condition, of any building, structure, or part 
thereof, declared to be unsafe by any official charged with protecting the public safety, 
except for the conditions as stated in Section 9.12 (B)(3) or 9.12 (C)(2). 

 
E. NONCONFORMING SIGNS 

 
1. CONTINUANCE:  Except as provided, any nonconforming sign, existing at the 

time of adoption of this ordinance, may be continued provided, however, that no 
such sign shall be changed in any manner unless it is changed in compliance with 
all provisions of this ordinance. 

 
2. TERMINATION: In all cases, the Board of Adjustment shall hold a public hearing 

in accordance with the applicable requirements of Article XVIII of this Ordinance. 
Following that hearing, the board may terminate (in writing) the right to operate a 
nonconforming sign based on any of the following conditions: 

 
a. Not meeting the requirement for sign regulations, as regulated in Article XV. 
 
b. Nonuse or abandonment of nonconforming sign for twelve (12) consecutive 

months. 
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3. ZONE CHANGE: The foregoing provisions shall also apply to signs which become 
nonconforming due to zone changes or text amendments which take place 
thereafter. 

 
SECTION 9.13 - EXCEPTIONS AND MODIFICATIONS 

 
A. EXCEPTIONS TO HEIGHT LIMITS: The height limitations of this ordinance shall not 

apply to such things as church spires, various types of towers, smoke stacks, other 
related structures, and necessary mechanical appurtenances, provided their 
construction is in accordance with existing or hereafter adopted ordinances of the 
City, and is acceptable to the Federal Aviation Agency and the Federal 
Communication Commission. 

 
B. OTHER EXCEPTIONS: Service stations shall be so constructed so that the 

centerlines of the pumps shall be at least twenty - five (25) feet from any street right-
of-way line. 

 
C. FRONT YARD VARIANCE: 

 
1. Where the average depth of existing front yards within three hundred (300) feet 

of the lot in question and within the same block front, is greater than the minimum 
front yard setback required by this ordinance, the minimum required front yard 
depth on such lot shall be modified to be the average depth of said existing front 
yards. 

 
2. In any residential zone, no front yard shall be required to exceed the average 

depth of existing front yards on the same side of the street within the same block, 
when fifty - one (51) percent or more of the lots within that block are improved 
with residential buildings, provided that in no case shall a front yard depth be less 
than twelve (12) feet. 

 
D. EXCEPTION TO MINIMUM FRONTAGE, AREA, AND YARD REGULATIONS:  

 
In any subdivision of an existing or proposed development, in any multi -family or 
commercial zones described herein, zoning, building, and occupancy permits may 
be issued in the following circumstances, for lots which do not abut a minimum 
frontage along a dedicated right - of - way, or lots with a lot area, yard areas, or yard 
sizes which are less than the minimums therefore required by the area and height 
regulations established herein for the zone in which such development is located: 

 
1. A development plan conforming to the provisions of Section 9.19, including 

existing and proposed lot and yard areas and sizes in the development, is 
approved by the Planning Commission. 
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2. The area of the total development of which such lot is a part, is not less than the 
minimum total area required for such a development in the zone in which it is 
located. 

 
3. The density of the total development of which such lot is a part, is not greater than 

the maximum density allowed for such a development in the zone in which it is 
located. 

 
4. Such lot abuts upon areas within such development, which are either used or 

proposed for use in common by, or for the benefit of, the owners or tenants of 
such lot and other lots or areas abutting upon such common area, hereinafter 
identified and referred to as "benefited abutting property", according to the 
provisions of legally enforceable agreements or land use restrictions, approved 
by the Planning Commission and recorded in the office of the County Clerk of 
Campbell County, Kentucky, which include provisions that: 

 
a. Specifically identify such common areas by a metes and bounds description 

thereof. 
 
b. Specifically identify the owners of such common areas by name and address, 

and which identify and establish the obligation and duty of such owners, jointly 
and severally, to cause such common areas and all improvements thereon, 
including, without limitation, all motor vehicle access drives and parking 
areas, pedestrian walkways, other paved surfaces, signs, recreational 
facilities and open spaces, and other aesthetic and environmental amenities, 
to be maintained and repaired at least to the extent required by any and all 
governmental agencies having jurisdiction thereof, or any use or activity 
conducted thereon. 

 
c. Specifically identify the owners of the benefited abutting property by name 

and address, and the joint and several obligation thereof to pay a 
proportionate part of all costs of the aforedescribed maintenance and repair 
of such common areas and the improvements thereon, secured by a lien 
therefore in favor of the owners of the common areas upon that portion of the 
benefited abutting property in which they have an ownership interest. 

 
d. Specifically identify and establish a legally enforceable right of the City and 

its successors to enter upon such common areas, through officers, agents, 
servants, employees and independent contractors thereof, and cause to 
occur thereon the aforedescribed maintenance and repair of such common 
areas and the improvements thereon, at the joint and several cost and 
expense of the owners of any interest in the benefited abutting property, with 
the payment thereof secured by a lien in favor of the City upon such common 
areas benefited abutting property. 
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e. Identify and establish a legally enforceable right of the owners of each lot or 
parcel of real estate in such development which does not abut upon a 
dedicated right – of - way to a paved and unobstructed right - of - way and 
easement from each of such lots across, over and through such common 
areas, for motor vehicles and pedestrian access thereto from a dedicated 
right - of - way. 

 
SECTION 9.14 - RESERVED 
 
SECTION 9.15 - BUILDING REGULATIONS AND WATER AND SANITARY SEWER 
SERVICE 

 
A. BUILDING REGULATIONS: All structures shall be designed, erected, or altered in 

accordance with the applicable housing and building codes. 
 
B. WATER AND SANITARY SEWER SERVICE:  No building may be constructed in any 

zone unless such building is connected to a public water and central sanitary sewer 
system of adequate capacity and design, and approved by proper the authorities. 

 
C. Where existing buildings are presently not served by a public sanitary sewer system 

and are located within a reasonable distance of an existing or newly extended sanitary 
sewer line, as determined by the City and/or the Northern Kentucky District Board of 
Health, said building shall be required to connect with the public sewer system and 
the private sewage system shall be prohibited. 

 
SECTION 9.16 - MOVE AND SET 
 
A.  REQUIREMENTS: No building, structure, or improvement shall be moved or set from 

or upon land located in any area or transported upon any public street, in the City, 
until and unless both: (1) a building permit to move and set; and (2) a transport permit, 
have been obtained, and said building, structure, or improvement complies with the 
provisions of this section of the ordinance. 

 
B.  COMPLIANCE:  All alterations and improvements shall comply with the applicable 

housing and building codes, and all other applicable codes and regulations. 
 
C.  PROCEDURE- PERMITS: 

 
1. The applicant shall submit to the Building Inspector, the following: 
 

a.  An application for a building permit requesting inspection of the building, 
structure, or improvement to be moved or set. 

 
b.  A plot plan, footing and foundation plan, and construction plans for any new 

construction. 
 



Article IX – General Regulations 

Zoning Ordiance – 2018   9-12 
City of Bellevue, KY   

c.  Statements from the applicable legislative body(s) insuring that all past and 
current taxes have been paid. 

 
2.  Upon receipt of the foregoing items, the Building Inspector shall inspect said 

building, structure, or improvements, and the proposed location where same will 
be set within the legislative body and determine if the proposed development will 
comply with all applicable codes and regulations. 

 
3 The move and set shall be referred to the Zoning Administrator for approval or 

denial of compliance with this ordinance. 
 
4.  Upon approval by the Zoning Administrator and Building Inspector, a building 

permit to move and set shall be issued. The legislative body's engineer shall then 
be notified of same and shall issue a transport permit. The legislative body's 
engineer or his agent will designate the route to be traveled. The transport permit 
is good only for the date specified on the permit. The transport permit will not be 
issued if ninety (90) consecutive calendar days or more have lapsed from the date 
of inspection by the Building Inspector. The transport permit provided for in this 
section shall not be in lieu of any building permits that may be required by the 
legislative body. 

 
5.  No transport or building permit to move and set shall be issued until the applicant 

has first obtained the necessary permits from all applicable agencies. 
 
D.  FEES: 

 
1.  There will be a building investigation fee, as established by the legislative body, 

to cover the costs of investigation and inspection for determining the structural 
soundness of buildings, structures, or improvements to be moved. The fee is 
payable in advance and must accompany the application provided herein. This 
fee is not refundable. If any alterations or improvements to be made are found to 
be in compliance with the legislative body's applicable codes and regulations, a 
building permit to move and set will be issued and the fee will be based on the 
cost of new foundations and all work necessary to place the building or structure 
in its completed condition in the new location. This fee is in addition to the building 
investigation fee. 

 
2.  No person, corporation, or company shall transport, move or set any building,  

structure, or improvement in the jurisdiction of the legislative body, until and 
unless such person, corporation, or company shall post with the Building 
Inspector a good and sufficient indemnity bond in the amount of five thousand 
dollars ($5,000.00) in favor of the legislative body, which shall cover the cost of 
any damage or claim to damage to public improvements (e.g., street pavement, 
curb and gutter, catch basins, sewers) and other damage to private property 
resulting from the move and set.  A surety corporation authorized to do business 
in the Commonwealth of Kentucky shall make such bond. 
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SECTION 9.17 - BUFFER AREA: Buffer areas shall be provided for the purpose of 
minimizing the friction between incompatible land uses and improving the aesthetic and 
functional quality of any development. 
 
A.  BUFFER AREA REQUIREMENTS: All buffer areas shall be approved by the Zoning 

Administrator (or Planning Commission, where required by this ordinance) according 
to a submitted development plan, as regulated by the applicable requirements of 
Section 9.19 of this ordinance. Buffer areas shall be designed, provided, and 
maintained according to the following: 

 
1.  Where vegetative and/or topographic conditions that provide a natural buffer area 

and buffer exist prior to development of properties in question, such conditions 
shall be retained. In such cases, additional buffer areas may not be required, 
provided that a provision is made for maintenance of such areas. 

 
2.  Whenever a buffer area is required, it shall be provided as follows: 

 
a.  Except when prohibited herein, all buffer areas shall be provided by the 

construction of a Class 1 or Class 5 fence, as regulated by Article XII of this 
ordinance, and/or evergreen trees. 

 
b.  All trees shall be evergreens and planted at a minimum of ten (10) feet in 

height when planted, however, smaller trees (a minimum of five feet in height) 
may be utilized in combination with berms (e.g., earthen mounds) to provide 
the minimum 10 foot height requirement; berms must be covered with suitable 
vegetation, such as grass, ivy, and/or shrubs, to preclude erosion of the berm. 

 
c.  Trees which are intended to provide a buffer to separate multi-family 

development from single-family development, shall not be planted further 
than 15 feet apart; parking facilities which are located adjacent to the single-
family areas shall be additionally screened to a minimum height of three (3) 
feet (via an earth berm, depressed parking, solid fence, etc., as regulated by 
Article XII of this ordinance) to reduce automobile headlight glare onto 
adjacent property. 

 
d.  Trees which are intended to separate commercial and industrial development 

from residential development (single - family and multi - family) shall not be 
planted further than 10 feet apart; parking facilities which are located adjacent 
to residential areas shall be additionally screened to a minimum height of 
three (3) feet (via an earth berm, depressed parking, solid fence, etc., as 
regulated by Article XII of this ordinance) to reduce automobile headlight glare 
onto adjacent property. 

 
3.  All trees, shrubs, and other planting materials shall be living plants (not artificial) 

and shall be suitable to the Northern Kentucky area and the specific conditions of 
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the site in question, such as, but not limited to, soil conditions, slopes, reduction 
of noise pollution, maintenance necessary, and type of buffer needed.  
Furthermore, all trees and/or plant materials shall meet or exceed the American 
Standard for Nursery Stock (ANSI Z 60.1-1990) or most current revision as 
maintained by the American Association of Nurserymen, Inc. 

 
4.  Buffer areas shall be provided in such a manner as to obscure the view into the 

development from adjacent properties. In those cases where property is adjacent 
to property within another governmental jurisdiction, a buffer area shall be 
provided in the same manner as would be required if the adjacent area was within 
the jurisdiction of this legislative body. 

 
5. In the case where a zoning map change occurs, resulting in adjacency to a 

different zoning district than was previously the case, and where development has 
already occurred on property in the unchanged district, required additional 
setbacks and buffer requirements (as required in each district's regulations) shall 
be provided for the property in the district where the zone change occurred. 

 
B.  PROVISION AND MAINTENANCE: The owner and/or developer shall provide buffer 

areas as a condition of development. The property owner shall maintain all required 
buffer areas (including the planting of trees and other vegetation). 

 
C.  INCLUSION ON DEVELOPMENT PLAN AND/OR SUBDIVISION IMPROVEMENT 

DRAWINGS: Areas to be set aside as buffer areas shall be identified on the required 
development plans, as regulated in Section 9.19 of this ordinance, and where 
applicable, on the improvement drawings as regulated by the subdivision 
regulations. Sufficient bond, adequate to cover the required improvements as 
determined by the legislative body, may be required to be posted. It shall be unlawful 
to occupy any premises unless the required buffer area has been installed in 
accordance with the requirements as provided herein. 

 
SECTION 9.18 - OUTDOOR SWIMMING POOLS: 
 
A.  PRIVATE SWIMMING POOLS: All private swimming pools shall be regulated 

according to the following requirements: 
 

1. Shall be permitted to locate in the rear yard no closer than three (3) feet to any 
property line. The Zoning Administrator may allow pools to be located in the side 
yard if it is determined that due to topography, unusual lot shape, or insufficient 
rear yard area, location of the pool in the rear yard is not possible. 

 
2. Swimming pools which are constructed in-ground or above-ground shall be 

required to have a fence or wall of class 1,3, or 5 as regulated by Article XII of this 
ordinance, enclosing the pool or the property on which the pool is located. Such 
fence or wall shall be at least four (4) feet in height, but not more than six (6) feet 
in height and shall be equipped with a self-closing and self-latching door or gate 
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with latch at least four (4) feet above the ground. Such fences or walls shall be 
constructed in such a manner that a child may not reach the pool from the street 
or any property without climbing the fence or wall or opening the gate or door.  
The required fence or wall may be the wall of the above-ground pool, providing 
that said wall is at least four (4) feet in height above the surrounding ground level.  
Any access to an above - ground pools by means of a ladder or stairway shall be 
provided with a self-closing or self-latching door or gate, or some other device that 
would prevent a child from gaining access to the pool by means of a ladder. 

 
3. Glare from lights used to illuminate the swimming pool area shall be directed away 

from adjacent properties. 
 
4. All swimming pools and associated equipment shall be constructed and erected 

in accordance with all applicable codes, ordinances, and regulations of the 
legislative body. Water used in the swimming pool, which is obtained from other 
than a public source, shall be approved by the Northern Kentucky District Health 
Department. 

 
5. All swimming pools existing at the time of adoption of this ordinance, which are 

unprotected by a surrounding fence or wall, including gates or doors, as regulated 
herein, shall be required to comply with the provisions of this section within thirty 
(30) days after its adoption. 

 
B.  PUBLIC, SEMI - PUBLIC AND COMMERCIAL SWIMMING POOLS: All public, 

semi-public, and commercial swimming pools shall be regulated according to the 
following requirements: 

 
1. Except as herein provided, no swimming pool and associated equipment shall be 

permitted within any minimum required yards or within the limits of any public 
right-of-way or easement. 

 
2. The swimming pool, or the property on which the pool is located, shall be 

surrounded by a fence or wall, including a self - closing and self -latching door or 
gate at least four (4) feet high (only classes 1, 3, or 5 fences are permitted - as 
regulated by Article XII of this ordinance). Such fences or walls shall be at least 
five (5) feet in height, but not exceeding the height as permitted herein, and of 
such construction that a child may not reach the pool from the street or from any 
property without climbing the wall or fence or opening the a door or gate. 

 
3. Glare from lights used to illuminate the swimming pool area shall be directed away 

from adjacent properties. 
 
4. All swimming pools and associated equipment shall be constructed and erected 

in accordance with all applicable codes, ordinances, and regulations of the 
legislative body. Water used in the swimming pool, which is obtained from other 
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than a public source, shall be approved by the Northern Kentucky District Health 
Department. 

 
5. No mechanical device for the reproduction or amplification of sounds used in 

connection with swimming pools shall create a nuisance to adjacent properties. 
 
6. All swimming pools existing at the time of adoption of this ordinance, which are 

unprotected by a surrounding fence or wall, including gates or doors, as regulated 
herein, shall be required to comply with the provisions of this section within thirty 
(30) days after its adoption. 

 
SECTION 9.19 - DEVELOPMENT PLAN REQUIREMENTS: No structure shall be 
erected or structurally altered nor shall any grading take place on any lot or parcel in 
zones where a development plan is required, except in accordance with the regulations 
of this section and an approved development plan as hereinafter required. Before a permit 
is issued for construction, one copy of the development plan, at a scale no smaller than 
one (1) inch to one hundred (100) feet, shall be filed with the Building Inspector and the 
Zoning Administrator. The development plan shall identify and locate, where applicable, 
the information as listed in Section 9.20 (B) - Stage II Development Plan Requirements. 
All such development plans shall be reviewed by the Planning Commission, or its duly 
authorized representative, and the factual determination approving or rejecting such plans 
shall be made in accordance with requirements of this and other applicable sections of 
this ordinance, and the Comprehensive Plan.  When application is made for a 
development plan review, the applicant shall post notice of the hearing conspicuously on 
the property for fourteen (14) consecutive days immediately prior to the hearing.  Posting 
shall be as follows: 
 
1.  The sign shall state “DEVELOPMENT PLAN HEARING” in capital letters three (3) 

inches in height.  The time, place and date of the hearing shall be in letters at least 
one (1) inch in height; and 

 
2.  The size and number of signs shall be approved by the zoning official or designee.  

The sign shall be constructed of durable material and shall state the telephone number 
of the zoning official or designee.  

 
All development plans approved shall be binding upon the applicants, their successors 
and assigns and shall limit the development to all conditions and limitations established 
in such plans. 
 
Amendments to plans may be made in accordance with the procedure required by this 
ordinance subject to the same limitations and requirements as those under which such 
plans were originally approved. 
 
After final approval, the subject area may be developed in phases, provided all of the 
procedures required by the Planning Commission, or its duly authorized representative, 
have been complied with. 
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Approved plan shall be completed within an appropriate time frame as approved in the 
schedule of development and determined by the Zoning Administrator.  Any violation of 
the development plan shall be enforced under Section 16.10 of the Zoning Ordinance. 
 
SECTION 9.20 - DEVELOPMENT PLAN REQUIREMENTS - STAGES I, II AND 
RECORD PLAT: 
 
A.  STAGE I DEVELOPMENT PLAN REQUIREMENTS: The Stage I Development Plan 

shall identify and provide, where applicable, the following information: 
 

1.  Plan(s) of the subject property, drawn to a scale not smaller than one (1) inch 
equals one hundred (100) feet, that identifies and provides the following 
information: 

 
a.  The total area in the project. 
 
b. The present zoning of the subject property and all adjacent properties. 
 
c.  All public and private rights - of - way and easement lines located on or 

adjacent to the subject property which are proposed to be continued, created, 
enlarged, relocated, or abandoned. 

 
d. Existing topography and approximate delineation of any topographical 

changes shown by contour with intervals not to exceed five (5) feet. 
 
e.  Delineation of all existing and proposed residential areas in the project with a 

statement indicating net density of the total project: 
 

• Detached housing - location and approximate number of lots, including a 
typical section(s) identifying approximate lot sizes and dimensions and 
height of buildings. 

 
• Attached housing - location and description of the various housing types 

(i.e., townhouses, four-plex, garden apartment, etc.) including approximate 
heights of typical structures and the approximate number of units by 
housing type. 

 
f.  Delineation of all existing and proposed non - residential uses in the project: 

 
• Commercial and industrial uses - location and type of all uses, including 

approximate number of acres, gross floor area, and heights of buildings. 
 
• Open Space/Recreation - The approximate amount of area proposed for 

common open space, including the location of recreational facilities, and 
identification of unique natural features to be retained. 
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• Other public and semi - public uses - location and type of all uses, including 

approximate number of acres, gross floor area, and height of buildings. 
 

g. Location of all existing and proposed pedestrian walkways, identifying 
approximate dimensions. 

 
h.  Location of all existing and proposed off-street parking and loading and/or 

unloading areas, identifying the approximate number of spaces. 
 
i.  Location of all existing and proposed streets, identifying approximate 

dimensions of pavement, right - of - way widths, and grades. 
 
j.  Location of all existing and proposed water, sanitary sewer, and storm 

drainage lines, indicating approximate pipe sizes. 
 
k. Certification from appropriate water and sewer agencies indicating that 

services are available. 
 
l.  Identification of soil types and geologic formations on the subject property 

indicating anticipated problems and proposed methods of handling said 
problems. 

 
m.  A schedule of development, including the staging and phasing of: 

 
• Residential area, in order of priority, by type of dwelling unit. 
 
• Streets, utilities, and other public facility improvements, in order of priority. 
 
• Dedication of land to public use or set aside for common ownership. 
 
• Non - residential buildings and uses, in order of priority. 

 
The aforementioned information may be combined in any suitable and convenient manner 
so long as the data required in clearly indicated.  A separate plan or drawing for each 
element is not necessary, but may be provided at the option of the applicant. 
 
B.  STAGE II DEVELOPMENT PLAN REQUIREMENTS: The Stage II Development 

Plan shall identify and provide, where applicable, the following requirements: 
 

1.  Plan(s) of the subject property drawn to a scale of not smaller than one (1) inch 
equals one hundred (100) feet, that identifies and provides the following 
information: 

 
a.  The existing and proposed finished topography of the subject property shown 

by contours with intervals not to exceed five (5) feet.  Where conditions exist 
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that may require more detailed information on the proposed topography, 
contours with intervals of less than five (5) feet may be required by the 
Planning Commission, or its duly authorized representative. 

 
b.  All housing units on the subject property: 

 
• Detached housing - Location, arrangement, and number of all lots, 

including lot dimensions and maximum height of buildings. 
 
• Attached housing - Location, height, and arrangement of all buildings, 

indicating the number of units in each building, and, where applicable, 
location, arrangement and dimensions of all lots. 

 
c. Location, height, arrangement, and identification of all non - residential 

buildings and uses on the subject property and, where applicable, location 
and arrangement of all lots with lot dimensions. 

 
d.  Location and arrangement of all common open space areas and recreational 

facilities, including lot dimensions.  Methods of ownership, operation, and 
maintenance of such lands shall be identified. 

 
e. Landscaping features, including identification of planting areas and the 

location, type, and height of walls and fences. 
 
f.  Location of signs indicating their orientation, size, and height. 
 
g. All utility lines and easements: 

 
• Water distribution system, including line sizes, width of easements, type of 

pipe, location of hydrants and valves, and other appurtenances. 
 
• Sanitary sewer system, including pipe sizes, width of easements, gradients, 

type of pipes, invert elevations, location and type of manholes, the location, 
type, and size of all lift or pumping stations, capacity, and process of any 
necessary treatment facilities, and other appurtenances. 

 
• Storm sewer and natural drainage system, including pipe and culvert sizes, 

gradients, location of open drainage courses, width of easements, location 
and size of inlets and catch basins, location and size of retention and/or 
sedimentation basins, and data indicating the quantity of storm water 
entering the subject property naturally from areas outside the property, the 
quantity of flow at each pickup point (inlet), the quantity of storm water 
generated by development of the subject area, and the quantity of storm 
water to be discharged at various points to areas outside the subject 
property. 
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• Other utilities (e.g., electric, telephone, etc.) including the type of service 
and the width of easements. 

 
h.  Location of all off-street parking, loading and/or unloading, and driveway 

areas, including typical cross sections, the type of surfacing, dimensions, and 
the number and arrangement of off-street parking and loading and/or 
unloading spaces. 

 
i.  Circulation System: 

 
• Pedestrian walkways, including alignment, grades, type of surfacing, and 

width. 
 
• Streets, including alignment, grades, type of surfacing, width of pavement 

and right - of - way, geometric details, and typical cross sections. 
 

j.  Provisions for control of erosion, hillside slippage, and sedimentation, 
indicating the temporary and permanent control practices and measures 
which will be implemented during all phases of clearing, grading, and 
construction. 

 
k. Location and arrangement of all lighting structures including intensity and 

direction of illumination. 
 
l.  A schedule of development, including the staging and phasing of: 

 
• Residential area, in order of priority, by type of dwelling unit. 
 
• Streets, utilities, and other public facility improvements, in order of priority. 
 
• Dedication of land to public use or set aside for common ownership. 
 
• Non - residential buildings and uses, in order of priority. 

 
The aforementioned information may be combined in any suitable and convenient manner 
so long as the data required is clearly indicated. A separate plan or drawing for each 
element is not necessary, but may be provided at the option of the applicant. 
 
C.  RECORD PLAT REQUIREMENTS: The applicant shall submit a Record Plat, in 

conformance with the approved Stage II Development Plan. If the Record Plat is 
submitted in sections, an index shall be developed showing the entire plan area. 
The particular number of the section, and the relationship of each adjoining section, 
shall be clearly shown by a small key map on each section submitted. The Record 
Plat shall conform to the applicable requirements of the subdivision regulations, 
unless specifically waived by the Planning Commission. 
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SECTION 9.21 - REGULATIONS CONCERNING AIR RIGHTS: Any proposed use of air 
rights, as defined herein, shall be in the form of a development plan, as regulated in 
Section 9.19 of this ordinance, submitted to the Planning Commission, or its duly 
authorized representative for review. 
 
SECTION 9.22- REGULATIONS CONCERNING DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF 
IMPROVEMENTS: Any proposed development requiring the construction of streets 
(including curb and gutters), sidewalks, sewers (sanitary & storm), water lines, or other 
public improvements which does not constitute a subdivision, as herein defined, shall be 
required to be designed and constructed in accordance with the applicable articles and 
sections of the subdivision regulations, unless specifically waived by the Planning 
Commission. 
 
SECTION 9.23 - REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO PARKING OR STORING OF  
AUTOMOBILES, TRAILERS,  MOBILE  HOMES,  CAMPERS, INOPERABLE 
VEHICLES, AND OTHER SUCH TYPE EQUIPMENT: 
 
A.  No motor vehicle which is abandoned, nonfunctional, in a state of disrepair, or 

lacking a valid license, shall be stored in excess of seventy - two (72) hours in any 
residential zone, unless it is in a completely enclosed building. 

 
B.  It shall be unlawful for any person(s) to live in any boat, automobile, camper, 

recreational vehicle, truck, or tractor within the jurisdiction of the legislative body, 
except houseboats may be permitted along the Ohio River. 

 
C.  The outside storage in excess of seventy-two (72) hours, of any trailer, mobile home, 

recreational vehicle, camper, boat, or similar type equipment shall be restricted to 
the rear yard or side yard behind the front building line of all lots within the jurisdiction 
of the legislative body. In no case shall more than one of the aforementioned 
vehicles or similar type of equipment be permitted outside of an enclosed building 
on any lot or parcel of land. 

 
D.  It shall be unlawful to park or to keep a truck or tractor, in excess of 6,000 pounds 

gross vehicle weight, at any place on any property located in a residential district 
zone, except in a completely enclosed building. 

 
E.  All motor vehicles, trailers, recreational vehicles, campers, boats and similar type 

equipment shall be parked or stored on a paved surface. 
 
F.  Any property which does not comply with the provisions of this section, at the time 

of adoption of this ordinance, shall be given a period of sixty (60) days from the date 
of adoption of this ordinance to comply with all of the provisions of this section. 
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SECTION 9.24 - HILLSIDE DEVELOPMENT CONTROLS: 
 
A.  This section is designed to ensure, when development is proposed in those areas 

of the community which have physical characteristics limiting development (hillside 
slopes of 20 percent or greater), that said development is in a manner which 
harmonious with adjacent lands so as to minimize problems of drainage, erosion, 
earth movement, and other natural hazards. 

 
B.  Areas of land on which development is physically restricted due to excessive hillside 

slopes shall be limited according to the following requirements: 
 

1.  Development proposed on land areas identified in the Comprehensive Plan as 
"Physically Restrictive Development Areas", and any other areas which have 
slopes of 20 percent or greater, shall require approval from the Planning 
Commission, or its duly authorized representative, before development may 
occur. 

 
2.  No excavation, removal, or placement of any soil, foundation placement, or 

construction of buildings or structures of any nature within the area identified as 
Physically Restrictive Development Area in Subsection A. (1), above, may occur 
until plans and specifications for such work have been submitted in the form of 
a development plan as regulated by Section 9.19 of this ordinance.  In addition 
to development plan requirements, the following shall also be submitted: 

 
a.  Plan(s) which show existing topography and the proposed physical changes 

necessary for construction, indicating grading (cutting and filling), 
compaction, erosion, sedimentation basins, areas to be defoliated, and any 
other pertinent information which will change the natural physical features 
of the site or general area. 

 
b.  Information defining results of subsurface investigation of the area under 

consideration, including test borings, laboratory tests, engineering tests, 
and a geological analysis. Such Investigation shall by made by a qualified, 
registered civil engineer and a geologist, indicating that any structural or 
physical changes proposed in the area will be completed in a manner which 
will minimize hillside slippage or soil erosion. 

 
3.  The development plan, and other information required by this section, shall be 

reviewed by the city engineer and the city staff, who will recommend to the 
Planning Commission, or its duly authorized representative, what effect the 
proposed development will have on hillside slippage and/or soil erosion.  After 
consideration of the recommendations, the Planning Commission, or its duly 
authorized representative, may authorize use of the site in accordance with the 
submitted plans. 
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4.  If, after review of the plans required by this section, the Planning Commission, 
or its duly authorized representative, determines that said proposed plans will 
not minimize hillside slippage and/or soil erosion, the Planning Commission, or 
its duly authorized representative, shall deny a permit for the development of 
said land. 

 
C.  CRITERIA: Evaluation of the proposed development plan shall be based upon the 

following criteria: 
 

1.  PUBLIC POLICY: 
 

a.  Public works in hillside areas should be designed to preserve the natural 
character of the land to the greatest extent possible. Deep or extensive 
excavations and fills scar the landscape and should be avoided. 

 
b.  Excessive cutting and filling should be avoided in the construction of 

hillside roadways. 
 
c.  Roadways constructed on hillsides should, wherever possible, follow the 

contours of the land or climb the slopes with a gentle grade. 
 

2.  REGULATING THE SUBDIVISION OF HILLSIDE LAND: 
 

a.  Plans for hillside subdivisions should be laid out so that lots on the flatter 
upland portions of the site are held back from the crest of the hill. 

 
b.  In planning hillside subdivisions, maximum existing vegetation should be 

retained. 
 
c.  In planning hillside subdivisions, lots located on sloping portions of the site 

and at the crests of hills should be arranged so that intrusion of buildings 
constructed on lower elevations into the views of those above will be 
minimized. 

 
d.  Hillside vegetation should not be heedlessly displaced, degraded, or 

destroyed. 
 

e.  Subdivisions in hillside areas should be designed to preserve the natural 
character of the land, to the greatest extent possible. 

 
3.  REGULATING THE CHARACTER OF DEVELOPMENT: 

 
a.  The visual impact of grading should be minimized by avoiding flat grading 

planes and sharp angles of intersection. 
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b.  When it is necessary to use retaining walls, their height should be 
minimized. 

 
c.  When buildings are constructed on hillside sites, yards and patios should 

respect the natural contours, drainage patterns, and vegetation of the site. 
 
d.  Slopes exposed in new development should be landscaped in order to 

mitigate visual impacts created by hillside grading. 
 
e.  The natural slope line of the hill, as seen in profile, should be retained. 
 
f.  Existing native vegetation should be preserved, and when disturbed, 

should be supplemented with new native vegetation. 
 
g.  Trees should be planted in random clusters, not in rows, to compliment 

the natural pattern of tree distribution. 
 
h.  All cuts, fills, and any other earth modifications should be replanted with 

appropriate native vegetation. 
 
i.  The risk of off - site geologic property damage should be minimized by 

locating development away from areas that are vulnerable to sliding. 
 
j.  Grading for buildings, driveways, outdoor use areas, utilities, etc., should 

be minimized to preserve the natural topography of the site. 
 
k.  When grading operations are necessary, the smallest practical areas of 

land should be exposed at any one time during development and the 
length of exposure should be kept to the shortest practicable amount of 
time. 

 
4.  REGULATING EARTHWORKS: 

 
a.  The tops and toes of excavations and their slopes should be set back from 

property boundaries and structures as far as necessary for the safety of 
adjacent properties and adequacy of foundation support and to prevent 
damage as a result of water runoff. 

 
b.  No fill should be placed over trees, stumps, or other organic or unstable 

material. 
 
c.  All retaining walls should be promptly backfilled. 
 
d.  Where storm and drainage improvements are necessary, they should be 

designed to create a natural, rather than a man - made, appearance. 
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e.  In order to prevent runoff, erosion control plans should utilize existing 
trees and vegetation to the maximum extent possible. 

 
SECTION 9.25 - MOBILE VENDING SERVICES 
 

A. Mobile vending services may be permitted only in commercial zones, provided that 

all of the following criteria are met: 

 

1. The mobile vending service shall be located entirely on private property, on City 

owned property, when in association with a Special Events Permit, and within 

City designated Mobile Vending Areas (MVA), and shall not be located in any 

required setback, sight distance triangle, buffer, or public right-of way unless 

permission is specifically granted by the Zoning Administrator by permit.  

 

2. Any operator/owner of a mobile vending service shall obtain a valid Mobile 

Vending permit from the Zoning Administrator and a City issued 

occupational/business license. 

 

3.  A mobile vending permit shall be issued for one calendar year at locations 

permitted within Section 9.25. 

 

4.  The operator/owner of a mobile vending service shall submit to the Zoning 

Administrator a Certificate of Land Use & Affidavit, available from the City, 

which grants in writing, permission of the property owner to operate on his/her 

property. 

 

5.  Violators not in compliance with the term of this section are subject to fines of 

$100 per day, and subject to termination of the mobile vending permit and the 

owner’s occupational/business license. If the operator/owner of a mobile 

vending service is issued a notice of any municipal code violation, then the 

mobile vending permit is not eligible for renewal within the City for a period of 

one year.  
 

6.  Trash receptacles shall be provided for customers to dispose of food wrappers, 

food utensils, paper products, cans, bottles, food, and other such waste. Such 

receptacle shall be located not more than ten (10) feet from the mobile vending 

unit. 

 

7.  The hours of operation shall be between 6:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. or special 

conditions determined by the City. 

 

8.  The event shall not locate in any minimum required parking spaces for other 

businesses on the site. Parking spaces may be shared with other uses on the 
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site, unless the Zoning Administrator determines that parking congestion 

problems will be present on the site. The Zoning Administrator may require 

additional parking to alleviate the congestion. If enough parking cannot be 

provided, the use may not be located on the site. 

 

9.  Any person(s) so engaged shall not be relieved from complying with the 

provisions of this section by reason of association with any local dealer, trader, 

operator, merchant, organization, or auctioneer, or by conducting the mobile 

food vending service in connection with, as part of, or in the same name of any 

local dealer, trader, operator, merchant, organization, or auctioneer. 

 

10.  The mobile vending providers must meet all applicable local and state codes, 

regulations and licenses. 
 

SECTION 9.26 - GENERAL MOBILE HOME REGULATIONS: The following regulations 
shall apply to all mobile homes located individually or in a mobile home park, where 
permitted herein. Requirements of the zone in which said mobile homes are permitted 
shall also apply: 
 
A.  The mobile home shall, at a minimum, be equipped with plumbing and electrical 

connections designed for attachment to appropriate external systems. 
 
B.  All health, sanitation (including sewers and/or private secondary sewage treatment 

plants approved by the Northern Kentucky District Health Department and the 
Sanitation District No.1 of Campbell and Kenton Counties), and safety requirements 
applicable to a conventional dwelling, shall be equally applicable to a mobile home. 

 
C.  The mobile home shall be set and adequately anchored on a concrete or hard 

surfaced slab in accordance with the Kentucky Mobile Home and Recreational 
Vehicle Park regulations, and the open space between the ground and the floor of 
the mobile home shall be enclosed with some material such as concrete block, 
corrugated metal, or other durable and suitable material. 

 
D.  Any person, firm, or corporation desiring to locate a mobile home shall apply for a 

zoning/building permit and an occupancy permit. Applicable permits must be 
approved prior to the installation and occupancy of any mobile home. The proper 
permits must be displayed in a conspicuous location in each mobile home, signifying 
that all permits have been approved by the Building Inspector and Zoning 
Administrator. 

 
SECTION 9.27 - TEMPORARY COMMERCIAL USES:  
 
PURPOSE: The purpose of this section is to benefit the public by providing access to 
general commercial goods and services by allowing temporary commercial displays and 
sales of goods and services on paved surfaced areas with adequate parking.  Such 
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temporary uses are subject to certain limitations and, if these limitations cannot be 
satisfied, the use is prohibited. 
 
A.  Temporary Commercial Uses are exhibits or showings of products. Goods or 

equipment or services allowed as principally permitted uses in the Shopping Center 
(SC) Neighborhood Commercial One (NC-1), Neighborhood Commercial Two (NC-
2), and Neighborhood Commercial Three (NC-3), Mixed Land Use (MLU), Sub-
Urban T3, General Urban T4, Urban Center T% and Urban Center T5.5 zoning 
districts. Temporary Commercial uses are permitted on paved surface areas, and 
are subject to the terms of section 9.27 and other provisions of the zoning regulations 
as applicable. 

 
B.  The construction of Temporary Commercial Uses should be stationary in nature 

such as tents and buildings and not mobile in nature such as trucks, trailers or carts.  
Safety should be a prime consideration when evaluating the location of the Uses.  
The Uses must be positioned so that the existing vehicular and pedestrian traffic 
flow is not impeded.  All applicable state and local building and health codes must 
also be met. 

 
C.  Temporary Commercial Uses cannot exist or be present in any form, whether open 

for viewing or not, more than sixty (60) days. 
 
D.  Prior to placing any Temporary Commercial Use on any property, the person or 

persons owning or having control or supervisory authority of such display shall apply 
and be required to obtain a permit from the Zoning Administrator for the Temporary 
Commercial Use. 

 
E.  The application must contain the following information and be submitted with a site 

plan of the property on which the Temporary Use is to be placed: 
 

1.  Name, address, telephone number and signature of the owner of the property 
proposed for the Temporary Use. 

 
2.  Name, address, telephone number, and signature of the operator of the 

proposed Temporary Use. 
 
3.  A copy of a current city occupational license for the operator of the proposed 

Temporary Use. 
 
4.  A site plan indicating: all existing structures on the site as well as on adjoining 

sites of the proposed Temporary Commercial Use; the dimensions and location 
of the area to be used by the Temporary Commercial Use on the site; and the 
front, rear and side setbacks of the area to be used for the display. 
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5.  The number of parking spaces to be used by the Temporary Commercial Use; 
the number of spaces anticipated to be used for off-street parking in conjunction 
with the display. 

 
6.  Accurately state and describe the type of goods or service to be on display. 
 
7.  State the beginning and ending date the Temporary Commercial Use is to be 

on the site. 
 
8.  Depict all structures, regardless of nature, to be part of the Temporary 

Commercial Use, including tents, canopies, fences or barriers of any kind. 
 
9.  Indicate traffic access to the Temporary Commercial Use. 
 
10.  Indicate anticipated flow of pedestrian and vehicular traffic, if applicable, on the 

site relative to existing commercial developments and the Temporary 
Commercial Use. 

 
The Zoning Administrator shall review the application and determine within three 
(3) working days from submittal date whether or not the plan conforms to Section 
9.27 and all other applicable provisions of the zoning regulations. 

 
F.  The Zoning Administrator is permitted to issue a permit for the Temporary 

Commercial use upon receiving a completed application containing all required 
information, the full application fee, and approval from the Bellevue Fire Department.  
After reviewing the completed application, the Zoning Administrator may issue a 
permit if review of the application and plans submitted indicates that: 

 
1.  The Temporary Commercial Use as depicted is compatible with existing 

commercial development on the site. 
 
2. Anticipated pedestrian and vehicular traffic flow is shown to be compatible with 

existing traffic patterns at the site. 
 
3.  Maximum estimated parking spaces necessary for the Temporary Commercial 

Use are not anticipated to significantly detract from parking area provided for 
existing commercial development at the site. 

 
4.  No structure shown will block, impair or otherwise unduly inconvenience patrons 

of existing commercial development on the site.  To ensure the safety of the 
individuals utilizing the site, retain a positive aesthetic view and adequate 
parking, the location of all proposed Temporary Uses will be evaluated in regard 
to pedestrian and vehicular traffic patterns, emergency access, access points, 
parking lots, setbacks, and existing structures. 

 
5.  Proposed site is paved and is located in a permitted zoning district. 
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6.  The construction of the display area is immobile in nature such as in a building 
or tent and not readily mobile such as in a motor vehicle. 

 
7.  The Zoning Administrator must approve any deviation in the location of a 

Temporary Commercial Use from the requirements of the zoning regulations. 
 
G.  If the Zoning Administrator refuses to issue a permit for a Temporary Commercial 

Use, he shall set forth the reasons for such refusal in writing and submit the findings 
to the applicant contemporaneously with his refusal to issue the permit.  Submission 
of the findings of fact upon which the refusal is based, shall be made not later than 
three (3) working days from the date the completed application and fee were 
submitted. 

 
H.  An applicant refused a permit for the Temporary Commercial Use permit by the 

Zoning Administrator may appeal to the Board of Adjustment.  The appeal must be 
made within five (5) working days from the date of the refusal and submitted to the 
administrative office.  The Board of Adjustment shall review the appeal within thirty 
(30) days and shall either (1) overrule the Zoning Administrator and order the 
issuance of the Temporary Commercial Use permit; (2) order the issuance of the 
permit with any reasonable conditions; or (3) agree with the Zoning Administrator 
and refuse the issuance of the permit. 

 
I.  At the time of application for a Temporary Commercial Use permit, the applicant 

shall pay in full to the City of Bellevue, a fee as indicated in the adopted fee schedule. 
 
J.  The purpose of Section 9.27 is to provide access by the public to Temporary 

Commercial Uses of limited duration rather than to establish a regular or long-term 
use of land. The maximum permitted number of days that any one site shall utilize 
Temporary Commercial Uses shall be sixty (60) days per calendar year. 

 
K.  This Section shall not apply to sidewalk sales by a commercial establishment which 

does business on the same premises, where the articles or goods on outdoor display 
are the same as are usually displayed for sale at its establishment on sidewalks 
located on the premises and not located within any right-of-way. 

 
SECTION 9.28 - PHASED ZONING REGULATIONS: 
 
A.  Phased zoning is an overlay type regulation to be used in cases where the timing 

and/or phasing of the zoning of an area is especially critical to the implementation of 
the adopted Comprehensive Plan. The intent of the phased zoning regulations is to 
encourage redevelopment of a specified area for the use and/or density designated 
within the Comprehensive Plan when the necessary conditions for such 
development are realized (e.g., demolition of existing building). Implicit in such a 
phased zoning approach is the premise that until such conditions are realized, the 
type of development designated within the Comprehensive Plan is premature; such 
development would be prevented by temporarily zoning the area to generally 
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conform with the predominant existing land use, with a clear stipulation of an 
intended future re-zoning, which would be in compliance with the adopted 
Comprehensive Plan. 

 
B.  The phased zoning regulations may be overlaid over any zoning classification by 

means of a zone change process. The use of the phased zoning regulations would 
indicate that the regulations of the overlaid zone are currently being enforced based 
upon the general existing land use, but upon attainment of all the requirements of 
the zone which corresponds to the adopted Comprehensive Plan for the type of use 
and/or density, the area could be re-zoned in direct compliance with the plan. 

 
C.  Phased zones are indicated on the official zoning map by adding to the overlaid 

zone, the letter “P”, as a suffix enclosed in parentheses. For example, in order to 
properly phase its change, an area zoned R-1 C, which is identified for future use 
on the adopted Comprehensive Plan for "industrial" could be temporarily zoned R-
1C(P), indicating that present development on the site would be in conformance with 
the regulations of the overlaid R-1C Zone, but that, upon the attainment of certain 
conditions (e.g., provision of an adequate access road, demolition of existing 
buildings), the area could be re-zoned through a conventional zone change 
procedure to an industrial zone. At the time of the zone change, the temporary R-
1C(P) Zone is removed and the area is developed according to the regulations of 
the new zone, which is in conformance with the adopted Comprehensive Plan. 

 
D.  The minimum size of any area to be rezoned, as regulated by this section of the 

ordinance, is one (1) acre, provided that all other provisions of this ordinance and 
the subdivision regulations are adhered to. Development of a smaller tract adjacent 
to an existing zone being requested may be permitted if the proposed development 
conforms to and extends the original development as if the new area had been a 
part of the original development and provided further that the zone is in conformance 
with the Comprehensive Plan. 

 
SECTION 9.29 - UTILITIES LOCATION: Electrical transformer stations, gas regulator 
stations, sewage and water treatment plants, pumping stations, standpipes for public 
water supply, and other similar utility uses, may be located in any zone subject to the 
approval of the Board of Adjustment, as set forth in Article XVIII of this ordinance. The 
location of such facilities shall be in accordance with Kentucky Revised Statutes, and all 
other pertinent regulations, and the following requirements: 
 
A.  Such facilities shall be essential for the immediate area or for the proper functioning 

of the total utility system of which the above element is a part. 
 
B.  A building or structure, except an enclosing fence, shall be set back at least fifty (50) 

feet from any property line. 
 
C.  Such facilities shall be enclosed by a protective fence as regulated by Article XII of 

this ordinance. 
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D.  Open spaces on the premises shall be landscaped and maintained according to 

Section 9.17 of this ordinance. 
 
E.  The storage of vehicles and equipment on the premises, unless enclosed or 

screened, shall be prohibited. 
 
F.  The surrounding area shall not be adversely affected by, and shall be protected from, 

noise, odor, glare, dust, gas, smoke, and vibration by such suitable means and 
conditions as the Board of Adjustment may specify. 

 
SECTION 9.30 - CONTROL OF OBSTACLES IN PUBLIC RIGHTS-OF-WAY: 
 
A.  PURPOSE: To control the items or obstacles that are permitted in the public rights - 

of - way (sidewalks, alleys, streets) for the safety of pedestrian and vehicular traffic 
movement and the beautification of the community in general.  Any items not 
addressed in this section must be approved by the city council. 

 
B.  PERMITTED ITEMS: The following items are permitted to be installed or constructed 

within public rights - of – way: 
 

1.  Mail collection boxes 
 
2.  Police and fire call boxes 
 
3.  Public telephone booths 
 
4.  Telephone poles 
 
5.  Electric line poles 
 
6.  Fire hydrants 
 
7.  Bus stop benches, without signs 
 
8.  Bus stop shelters 
 
9.  Traffic and street identification signs 
 
10.  Traffic control devices 
 
11.  Trees and landscaping 
 
12.  Street lights and street light poles 
 
13.  Newspaper racks 
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14.  Signs, 12 feet above ground level 
 
15.  Trash cans and plastic bags, on days of pick-up only 
 
16.  Historical markers 
 
17.  Parking meters 
 
18.  Communications or T.V. transformers 

 
C.  RESTRICTED USES: The display of merchandise is permitted on sidewalks, only 

subject to the following restrictions: 
 

1.  Only new merchandise for sale, including plants and gardening materials, may 
be displayed. 

 
2.  Displays are limited to the area directly in front of a commercial establishment 

offering the items for sale. 
 
3.  Displays may not be located within five (5) feet of the edge of the sidewalk 

nearest the curb, and shall allow for five (5) feet of clear width on the sidewalk 
in any case. 

 
4.  Displays shall not block ingress or egress to entrances or exits of adjoining 

buildings or properties. 
 
5.  Merchandise may not be displayed more than one-half hour prior to opening of 

the business and must be removed within one-half hour after closing the 
business each day. 

 
6.  No such displays shall engage the use of electricity, nor shall such displays be 

animated or use lights or noise making devices. 
 
7.  The restrictions listed above (divisions 1 through 6) shall not apply to single 

stands or stalls licensed to operate in public market spaces. 
 
D.  ITEMS NOT PERMITTED: The following items are not permitted within public rights-

of-way: 
 

1.  Free standing signs. 
 

EXCEPTION:  Sandwich Board signs may be permitted in the NC (HP) and NC-
2 (HP) zoning districts according to the following requirements: 
 
• The sign shall be of double-sided, chalkboard design. 
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• The sign shall be exactly two (2) feet in width and exactly four (4) feet in height. 
 
• Only one sign per business shall be permitted. 
 

2.  Cigar or cigarette vending machines and all similar items not mentioned above. 
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SECTION 9.31 - CELLULAR ANTENNA TOWERS AND SMALL CELL TOWERS: 
 
A.  PURPOSE: It is the general purpose of these regulations to facilitate the planning 

and placement of Cellular Antenna Towers and Small Cell System Towers and 
facilities within the community in accordance with local regulations and the 
requirements of the most recent and applicable Kentucky Revised Statutes (KRS), 
Kentucky Administrative Regulations (KAR), and of the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC).  
 
These regulations are intended to: 
 
1. Accommodate the need for Cellular Antenna Towers and Small Cell System 

Towers and facilities, while regulating their location; 
 
2. Balance the visual effects of Strike a balance between the appearance of 

Cellular Antenna Towers and Small Cell System Towers and their 
surroundings and facilities through proper siting, design, and screening 
particularly near or in residential neighborhoods, community landmarks, 
historic sites and buildings and in natural scenic areas. 

 
3. Encourage the joint use of any new and existing cellular facilities towers 

and/or support structures to reduce the number of sites through co-location. 
 

B.  DEFINITIONS: For the purposes of these regulations, the following definitions shall 
apply: 

 
RIGHT-OF-WAY.  The surface of and space above and below any real 
property in the municipality in which the federal, state, county or local, 
municipality, or municipal authority has a regulatory interest, or interest as a 
trustee for the public, as such interests now or hereafter exist. This includes, 
but is not limited to, all streets, highways, avenues, roads, alleys, sidewalks, 
tunnels, bridges, or any other public place, area, or property under the control 
of the federal government,  state, municipality, or municipal authority. 
 

 
 

 
C.  APPLICABILITY: These regulations apply to every utility or company that is engaged 

in the business of providing the required infrastructure to a utility that proposes to 
construct a wireless telecommunications facility for cellular communications or 
personal communications services shall submit a copy of the utility's complete 
uniform application, as specified below, to the Planning and Zoning Commission 
within five (5) days of applying to the Public Service Commission for a Certificate of 
Necessity and Convenience. 
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D.  APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS PROCESS AND DESIGN STANDARDS: The 
application process and basic design standards required by the Planning 
Commission are defined herein for: 

 
• CELLULAR ANTENNA TOWERS  
• SMALL CELL SYSTEM / TOWERS 
 

All information contained in the Application and any updates, except for any map 

or other information that specifically identifies the proposed location of the Cellular 

Antenna Tower being reviewed, shall be deemed confidential and proprietary 

within the meaning of KRS 61.878. The records custodian shall deny any public 

request for the inspection of this information, whether submitted under Kentucky's 

Open Records Act or otherwise, except when ordered to release the information 

by a court of competent jurisdiction.  

CELLULAR ANTENNA TOWERS 
 

1.  APPLICATION REQUIREMENT:  Application for a Cellular Antenna Tower 
shall conform to the requirements as set forth in KRS 100.9865 and KRS 
100.987 on a form prescribed by the Zoning Administrator. 

In addition to the Uniform Application requirements specified in KRS 

100.985 – 100.987, Applicants for a Cellular Antenna Tower should submit 

the following information.  

A. A statement demonstrating that the proposal is in agreement with the 
Bellevue Comprehensive Plan, and that the Applicant has attempted to 
co-locate the proposed facility on an existing approved tower or facility 
or locate on sites that might be in better conformance with the adopted 
Comprehensive Plan, and that:  

1. Identifies the location of the sites attempted to locate; and  

2. Lists the reasons why the co-Location or locating on the alternative 
sites was unsuccessful in each instance.  

B. A development site plan, signed and sealed by a professional engineer 
registered in Kentucky, drawn to a scale not smaller than one (1) inch 
equals one hundred (100) feet, showing the following information, 
where applicable.  

 
1. The total area of the site in question. 

 
2.  All public and private Rights-of-Way and easement lines locations 

on or adjacent to the subject property which are proposed to be 
continued, created, enlarged, relocated or abandoned. 
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3.  Existing topography and approximate delineation of any 
topographical changes shown by contour with intervals not to 
exceed five feet (5'). 

 
4.  Location, height, arrangement, and identification of all residential 

and non - residential buildings, structures and uses on the subject 
property and, where applicable, location and arrangement of all lots 
with lot dimensions. 

 
5.  Location and arrangement of common open space areas, and 

ownership, operation and plan for the maintenance of such land 
shall be described. 

 
6.   Landscaping features, including identification of planting 

areas and the location, type arid height of walls and fences. 
 
7.  Location of signs, indicating their orientation, size and height. 
 
The Zoning Administrator may waive the submission of such data 
involving detailed engineering study until such time as the Application 
has been approved. 
 

 
8.  All utility lines and easements. 

 
 

9.  Location of all off-street parking, loading and/or unloading, and 
driveway areas. 

 
10.  Location and type of lighting used for area illumination. 
 
11.   If applicable, certificate of appropriateness within a historic 

district. 
 

 
2.  PROCESSING OF APPLICATION: Applications for the construction of Cellular 

Antenna Towers for Cellular Telecommunications Services or personal 
communications services shall be processed as follows: 

 
1.  New sites: 

 
a.  At least one (1) public hearing on the proposal shall be held, at which 

hearing interested parties and citizens shall have the opportunity to be 
heard.  Notice of the time and place of such hearing shall be published at 
least once in a newspaper of general circulation in the County, provided 
that (1) publication occurs not less than seven (7) calendar days nor more 
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than twenty-one (21) calendar days before the occurrence of such 
hearing. 

 
b.  Notice of the hearing shall be posted conspicuously on the property 
in question, for fourteen (14) consecutive days immediately prior to the 
hearing.  Said posting shall consist of one (1) or more signs, constructed of 
durable material, and clearly depicting the following information: "(name of 
Utility) proposes to construct a Telecommunications ("tower" or "monopole") 
on this site" (a minimum of one (1) inch high lettering); date, place, and time 
of public hearing (one (1) inch high lettering); and address, including 
telephone number where additional information regarding the hearing may 
be obtained.  

c.  Notice of the hearing shall be given at least fourteen (14) days in advance 
of the hearing, by first class mail, with certification by the Zoning 
Administrator that the notice was mailed to an owner of every parcel of 
property within five hundred (500) feet of the base of the proposed tower or 
monopole.  It shall be the duty of the Applicant to furnish to the Zoning 
Administrator with the names and addresses of said property owners.  
Records maintained by the Property Valuation Administrator (PVA) may be 
relied upon conclusively to determine the identity and address of said 
owner.    A joint notice may be mailed to two or more co-owners of an 
adjoining property who are listed in the PVA’s records as having the same 
address. 
 

d.  Upon holding such hearing, the Planning and Zoning Commission shall 
review and take action, within sixty (60) days commencing of a completed 
application, or within a date specified in a written agreement between the 
Planning and Zoning Commission and the applicant.  If the Planning and 
Zoning Commission does not take action within sixty (60) days, or within the 
specified date within the written agreement between the Planning and 
Commission and the Utility application shall be deemed to be approved as 
submitted.  

 
2. Previously Approved Sites: Previously approved sites can be reviewed and 

approved by Planning Commission’s duly authorized representative under the 
following conditions if; (1) the proposed augmentation of the structure does not 
increase the height by more than thirty-three percent (33%), and (2) the 
proposed augmentation of the structure does not alter the lighting requirements 
for a structure on which lighting is currently not required.   

 
 
3.  DESIGN STANDARDS: At the time of application submittal, the applicant shall 

provide information demonstrating compliance with the following requirements: 
 

1. All Cellular Antenna Towers shall be constructed as a Monopole structure, unless 
Stealth technology is used, or unless a waiver is granted.  
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2. All cables and wires shall be installed inside the Monopole structure. 

3. Unless required by state and/or federal regulations, all Cellular Antenna Towers 
shall be uniform grey or black in color. 

4.  All structures, except fences, shall be located a minimum distance from the 
property line or lease line of any adjoining property that is equal to one-half 
(1/2) the height of the tower, but not less than fifty (50) feet.. 

 
5.  A Cellular Antenna Tower, or alternative Antenna tower structure, may be 

constructed to a maximum height of two hundred (200) feet regardless of the 
maximum height requirements listed in the specific zoning district.  This also 
applies to any tower taller than fifteen (15) feet constructed on the top of 
another building or structure, with the height being the overall height of the 
building/structure and tower together, measured from the grade to the highest 
point.  The Planning Commission may allow antenna(s) greater than two 
hundred (200) feet in height upon review and approval of the applicant's 
justification that the additional height is required. 

 
6.  When any Cellular Antenna Tower, or alternative antenna tower structure, is 

taller than the distance from its base to the nearest property line or lease line, 
the applicant shall furnish the Planning Commission with a certification from an 
engineer registered in Kentucky that the tower will withstand winds of seventy 
(70) miles per hour. 

 
 
7.  Cellular Antenna Ttowers shall not be illuminated except in accordance with 

state or federal regulations.  
 
8.  The site shall be unstaffed.  Personnel may periodically visit the site for 

maintenance equipment modification, or repairs.  To accommodate such visits, 
ingress/egress shall only be from approved access points. 

 
 
9.  Woven-wire or chain-link (eighty (80) percent open) or solid fences made from 

wood or other materials (less than fifty (50) percent open), shall be used to 
enclose the site. Such fences shall not be less than eight (8) feet in height.  The 
use of barbed wire or sharp pointed fences shall be prohibited.  Such fence 
may be located within the front, side and rear yards. 

 
10.  Screening shall be provided by evergreen trees, with a minimum height of six 

(6) feet, planted in a staggered pattern at a maximum distance of fifteen (15) 
feet on center. The screening shall be placed in a ten foot perimeter area 
surrounding the facility.  

11.  Any site to be purchased or leased for the installation of a Cellular Antenna 
Tower, or alternative Antenna tower, and ancillary facilities, shall comply with 
the minimum lot size requirements of the zone in which the facility is to be 
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located unless located on a pre-existing structure such as a building, water 
tank, etc. 

 
12.  Surfacing of all driveways and off-street parking areas shall comply with the 

requirements of the l Zoning Ordinance. 
 
13.  There shall be no signs permitted, except those displaying emergency 

information, owner contact information, warning or safety instructions, or signs 
which are required by a federal, state, or local agency. Such signs shall not to 
exceed five (5) square feet in area. 

 
 
14.  All new Cellular Antenna Towers shall be designed and constructed to 

accommodate a minimum of three (3) service providers. 
 
15.  All option and site lease agreements shall contain non-exclusive co-location 

clauses. 
 
16. Cell towers in residential zones shall be located on a lot, in a location that would 

have the least impact on the natural setting and adjacent properties and in a 
location most compatible with surrounding properties. The Planning 
Commission or their dully authorized representative shall have the authority to 
approve a proposed cell tower at a different location on the same property if it 
determines an alternative location is more appropriate. 

 
17. A cell tower in a residential district must be camouflaged in the form of an 

alternative tower structure such as flag pole, light pole, or steeple so that it is 
compatible with the natural setting.   

 
18. In instances where an Antenna is proposed within a historic or commercial 

district, the established public or private design control measures shall be 
followed.  Efforts shall be made to adhere to any established design control 
measures or existing furnishing or fixture styles within the district. Where 
additional local design review processes exist, such as Certificates of 
Appropriateness or urban design review boards, such approvals may be 
required. 

 
 
Where the Planning and ZoningCommission, or its duly authorized representative, finds 
that circumstances or conditions relating to the particular application are such that one or 
more of the requirements listed above are not necessary or desirable for the protection 
of surrounding property or the public health, safety, and general welfare, and that such 
special conditions or circumstances make one or more said requirements unreasonable, 
the Planning and Zoning Commission, or its duly authorized representative, may modify 
or waive such requirement.  The applicant shall request any such modification or waiver, 
and the applicant shall submit justification for each requested modification or waiver. 
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4.  EVALUATION CRITERIA: Evaluation of the proposal shall be based upon a finding 

of compliance with the following criteria: 
 

1.  The proposal is in agreement with the various elements of the adopted 
comprehensive plan. 

 
2.  Extent to which the proposal is consistent with the purposes of these 

regulations. 
 
3.  Adequacy of the proposed site, considering such factors as the sufficiency of 

the size of the site to comply with the established criteria, the configuration of 
the site, and the extent to which the site is formed by logical boundaries (e.g., 
topography, natural features, streets, and relationship of adjacent uses). 

 
4.  Extent to which the proposal responds to the impact of the proposed 

development on adjacent land uses, especially in terms of visual impact. 
 
5.  Extent to which the proposed facility is integrated with existing structures (e.g. 

buildings, signs). 
 
J.  AMENDMENTS: Any amendments to plans except for minor adjustments as 

determined by the Planning and Zoning Commission or its duly authorized 
representative,  are subject to the same limitations and requirements as those under 
which such plans were originally approved. 

 
The following activities shall be considered minor adjustments from the original 
approval of an Application for towers not located in public Rights-of-Way. Changes 
are measured cumulatively from the original approval of the tower or Base Station. 

1. Tower height increases of less than ten (10) percent or twenty (20) feet, 
whichever is less. 

2. Support structure height increases of less than ten (10) percent or ten (10) feet, 
whichever is less. 

3. New equipment extensions from a tower horizontally of less than twenty (20) 
feet or width of tower at elevation of change. 

4. Structure or new item extensions on a Non-Tower Wireless Communication 
Facility horizontally less than six (6) feet from existing structure. 

5. The addition of four (4) or fewer new equipment cabinets within the boundaries 
of the leased/owned site. 

6. Any excavation or deployment within the current boundaries of the 
leased/owned site and any access/Utility easements. 

7. Concealment elements of the tower are not defeated. 
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8. Activities that comply with all other conditions in any prior approval not related 
to the limits set forth above.  

 
SMALL CELL SYSTEM/ TOWER 

 
 1.  APPLICATION REQUIREMENT: All proposed Small Cell Systems, 

except those exempted by Section 3.4, A., shall be subject to administrative 
review and approval by Zoning Administrator. The factual determination 
approving or rejecting such plans shall be made in accordance with requirements 
of this and other applicable sections of these regulations and the Comprehensive 
Plan. One Application for multiple proposed towers within the same Small Cell 
System is encouraged whenever possible. Applications are limited to ten (10) 
towers per Application. Multiple towers may only be included on a single 
Application if they are located within the same city or unincorporated area of the 
County. 

 
Where the Zoning Administrator finds that circumstances or conditions relating 
to the particular Application are not necessary or desirable for the protection of 
surrounding property or the public health, safety, and general welfare, and that 
such special conditions or circumstances make one or more requirements 
unreasonable, the Zoning Administrator may modify or waive such requirement. 
Any modification or waiver, shall be requested in writing by the Applicant. 

 
Applicants for the construction of Small Cell Systems for Cellular 
Telecommunications Services or Personal Communications Services may 
choose to provide either the Uniform Application per KRS.100.9865 or in lieu of 
the Uniform Application, the following information should be submitted: 

 
A. A written description and map showing the coverage area of the provider’s 

existing facilities in the general and site-specific areas that are the subject of 
the Application. 

 
B. An affidavit of the telecommunications objectives for the proposed location, 

whether the proposed facility is necessary to prevent or fill a gap capacity or 
coverage shortfall, expand or provide new coverage, or to deploy new 
technology in the Applicant or provider’s service area, whether it is the least 
obtrusive means of doing so. 

 
C. A statement by an authorized representative that the Applicant or provider 

holds all applicable licenses or other approvals required by the Federal 
Communications Commission, the Kentucky Public Service Commission, 
and any other agency of state or federal government with authority to 
regulate telecommunications facilities that are required in order for the 
Applicant to construct the proposed facility. 
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D. A statement by an authorized representative that the Applicant or provider is 
in compliance with all conditions required for such license and approvals. 

 
E. A full description of the number and dimensions of all Small Cell Towers 

proposed to be installed. 
 
F. A site development plan, signed and sealed by a professional engineer 

registered in Kentucky, showing the proposed location of the tower and 
existing structures within two hundred (200) feet of the proposed site. For 
Applications in which multiple towers are proposed, an overall site 
development plan showing all proposed locations within a single city or 
unincorporated area must be provided. 

 
G. A vertical profile sketch or drawing of the towers, signed and sealed by a 

professional engineer registered in Kentucky, indicating the height of the 
tower and the placement of all antennas and equipment enclosures. 

 
H. Written approval from the property owner stating the Applicant or provider 

has permission to construct a facility on their property. In the case of public 
Right-of-Way or public property, written approval must be submitted from the 
duly-authorized representative of the governing body holding ownership.  

 
I. Photographs of view shed from each proposed tower location, taken in at 

least four directions. 
 
J. Description of whether other Overhead Utilities exist within two hundred 

(200) feet of the proposed antenna location. 
 
K. If applicable, certificate of appropriateness within a historic district.  
 

2. PROCESSING OF APPLICATION: Applications for Small Cell Systems may be 
reviewed and approved by the Zoning Administrator.   The Zoning Administrator 
shall review and take action on Applications for new Small Cell Systems within 
sixty (60) days of a completed Application. If the Zoning Administrator does not 
make a final decision within the required sixty (60) days, the Application shall be 
deemed to be approved as submitted. 

 
3. SMALL CELL TOWER LOCATION AND DESIGN REGULATIONS: A new Small 

Cell System is subject to design review and approval by the Zoning 
Administrator. The design criteria required for the new Small Cell Systems is 
determined by the type of location or zoning district in which the facility is to be 
located. 

 
A. NON-TOWER SMALL CELL SYSTEM LOCATION:  No administrative review 

is required for antennas locating on existing telecommunications structures, 
water towers, buildings, Utility Poles (as defined by this regulation) or other 
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existing structures. These non-tower locations must adhere to all other 
applicable federal, state, and local zoning codes, building codes or permits. 

 
B. NEW SMALL CELL SYSTEM TOWER LOCATIONS IN ALL ZONING 

DISTRICTS:  
 

1. Temporary, mobile or wheeled cellular antenna towers shall not be 
permitted. 

 
2. New Small Cell Towers shall not exceed the maximum building height for 

the zoning district within which they are located. A height that is in excess 
of what is permitted within the zoning district may be approved by Zoning 
Administrator if it integrates Stealth Technology that better meets the 
objectives of these regulations. 

 
3. New Small Cell Towers shall be designed and constructed to 

accommodate a minimum of two (2) service providers. 
 
4. New Small Cell Towers may be located on public or private non-

residential land or within a public Right-of-Way provided it does not 
interfere with other utilities, functionality of sidewalks, visibility, or other 
matters of public safety. 

 
5. New Small Cell Towers shall not be illuminated, except in accord with 

state or federal regulations, or unless illumination is integral to the Stealth 
Technology, such as a design intended to look like a street light pole. 

 
6. New Small Cell Towers shall not include advertisements and may only 

display information required by a federal, state, or local agency. Such 
display shall not exceed one (1) square foot in area, unless required by 
state or federal regulations, or unless a larger display is integral to the 
Stealth Technology. Such display shall not exceed the width of the pole, 
unless a wider sign is integral to the Stealth Technology such as a design 
which integrates a decorative banner. 

 
7. If a new Small Cell Tower is located in an area with primarily 

Underground Utilities, or where no adjacent Overhead Utility lines exist, 
it shall not utilize Overhead Utility lines. 

 
8. In instances where an Antenna is proposed to be constructed within a 

historic or commercial district, the established public or private design 
control measures shall be followed.  Efforts shall be made to adhere to 
any established design control measures or existing furnishing or fixture 
styles within the district. Where additional local design review processes 
exist, such as Certificates of Appropriateness or Urban Design Review 
Boards, such approvals may be required. 
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C. NEW SMALL CELL SYSTEM TOWER LOCATIONS IN RESIDENTIAL 

ZONES: The regulations in this subsection apply to Small Cell Towers to be 
located within, or immediately adjacent to, residential zoning districts. 

 
1. Facilities in residential areas are strongly encouraged to be Non-Tower 

Wireless Communication Facilities, which are exempt from these 
regulations. 

 
2. New Small Cell Towers and Antenna or Related Equipment shall be 

camouflaged by Stealth Technology. Examples of appropriate Stealth 
Technology for residential areas includes, at a minimum, towers with all 
cables, wires, Transmission Equipment, electric meters, power 
equipment, etc. installed inside the Small Cell Tower. Other types of 
Stealth Technology or other methods which will reduce the visual impact 
may be approved by Zoning Administrator. 

 
3. All poles and antennas shall be uniform grey or black in color, unless 

another color is integral to the Stealth Technology as approved by the 
Zoning Administrator. 

 
4. The use of cooling fans is discouraged. When needed, fans with lower 

noise profiles must be used. 
 
5. New Small Cell Towers should avoid areas without Overhead Utilities. If 

a Small Cell Tower is located in an area with primarily Underground 
Utilities it must adhere to Stealth Technology that incorporates the 
telecommunications equipment into a streetscape amenity such as a 
decorative lamp post, street light or other approved design. In areas with 
Overhead Utilities, cylindrical antennas are required. 

 
6. In residential areas, a Small Cell Tower shall not be located closer than 

the height of the proposed tower to an existing or proposed residential 
structure, or no closer than thirty (30) feet, whichever is greater. 

 
7. Efforts should be made to locate new Small Cell Towers in the yard 

location where other Overhead Utilities are located. 
 
8. New Small Cell Towers within residential areas should be located to 

avoid obstructing the view of building facades by placing the tower at a 
corner, intersection or along a lot line. 

 
9. New Small Cell Tower shall not be located within five hundred (500) feet 

of an existing Small Cell System Tower. Multiple carriers are permitted 
and encouraged to locate on one tower, where possible. 
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10. Reasonable efforts shall be made to locate new Small Cell Towers in the 
order of hierarchy below, based on the following functional roadway 
classification from the most to least preferred: 

 
a. Interstate 
b. Arterial 
c. Collector 
d. Local 
 

D. NEW SMALL CELL SYSTEM TOWER LOCATIONS IN NON-RESIDENTIAL 
ZONES: The regulations in this subsection apply to towers to be located within 
non-residential zoning districts. 

 
1. In instances where a facility is proposed to be constructed in the right of 

way within one hundred (100) feet of a residential zone or use, even if 
the antenna’s physical location is within a non-residential zone, 
regulations in subsection 3.4, C., shall be followed. 

 
2. Antennas in commercial or park areas are encouraged to be installed as 

Non-Tower Wireless Communication Facilities, which are exempt from 
this regulation per Article III, Section 3.4, A. 

 
3. Reasonable effort shall be given to locate new equipment based upon 

the following hierarchy of zones and land uses from the most to least 
preferred: 

 
a. Co-locate on an existing structure whenever possible. 
b. Institutional. 
c. Industrial. 
d. Commercial. 
e. Public parks. 
f. Agricultural. 
 

4. Equipment enclosures, including electric meters, should be nearly the 
same width as the pole or as small as possible. Ground mounted 
equipment boxes should be screened from view with shrubs or other 
appropriate screening as approved by Zoning Administrator. 

 
5. Shrouds, risers, and conduits shall be used to reduce the appearance of 

external cabling. 
 
6. All poles, antennas, brackets, cabling, risers, shrouds, and conduits shall 

be uniform grey or black in color, or other color as approved by Zoning 
Administrator. 
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7. Cylindrical antennas shall be required, unless another antenna style is 
integral to the Stealth Technology as approved by Zoning Administrator. 

 
8. There shall be no more than a four (4) inch offset between the pole and 

pole mounted equipment enclosures. 
 

E. EVALUATION CRITERIA: Evaluation of the proposal shall be based upon the 
following criteria and shall be subject to administrative approval by Zoning 
Administrator: 

 
1. The extent to which the proposal is consistent with the purposes of these 

regulations. 
 
2. The extent to which the proposal minimizes the impact on adjacent land 

uses, especially in terms of visual impact. 
 
3. The extent to which the proposed facility is camouflaged (e.g., use of 

Stealth Technology). 
 
4. The extent to which the proposed facility conforms to the character of the 

surrounding area (e.g., buildings, street lighting, signs). 
 

F. AMENDMENTS TO APPROVED PLANS: Any amendments to plans, except 
for the minor adjustments outlined below, are subject to the same limitations 
and requirements as those under which such plans were originally approved.  
The following activities shall be considered minor adjustments from the original 
approval of an Application for towers located in public rights of way. Changes 
are measured cumulatively from the original approval of the tower or Base 
Station. 

 
1. Tower height increases by less than ten (10) percent or ten (10) feet, 

whichever is greater. 
 
2. Change in the tower width of less than ten (10) percent or six (6) feet, 

whichever is greater. 
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SECTION 9.32 - REGULATIONS CONCERNING TELEVISION AND RADIO 
STATIONS: 
 
A.  TELEVISION: Earth stations for the reception and/or transmittal of TV signals, 

programs, messages, etc., located in any zone, are required to be installed in 
accordance with FCC Regulations, manufacturer’s specifications and all applicable 
building codes. 

 
1.  EXCEPTION:  In addition to the installation requirements delineated in Section 

9.32 (A), earth stations located in the Historic Preservation Overlay Zone shall 
be installed according to the following regulations: 

 
a.  Such structures, including support equipment, shall not be permitted within 

any front yard or side yard in any zone. Such structures may be permitted 
to extend into the minimum required rear yard, as defined herein, in all 
zones, provided that such structures are set back from the rear lot line a 
minimum of ten (10) feet, and side yard clearances are maintained. 

 
b.  Structures may be ground mounted or roof mounted, provided that 

maximum height limitations are maintained.  If the structure is roof 
mounted, it shall be located in a manner so as to detract as little as possible 
from the architectural character of the building. 

 
B.  RADIO: Earth stations for the reception and/or transmittal of radio signals, programs, 

messages, etc., may be installed as accessory structures in any zone, in compliance 
with the following regulations: 

 
1.  Such structures, including tower, mast, antenna, guy wires, support equipment, 

etc., shall not be permitted within any front yard or side yard in any zone.  Such 
structures may be permitted to extend into the minimum required rear yard, as 
defined herein, in all zones, provided that such structures are set back from the 
rear lot line a minimum of ten (10) feet, and side yard clearances are maintained. 

 
2.  Such structures, including tower, mast, antenna, guy wires, support equipment, 

etc., shall not exceed seventy (70) feet in height, as measured from ground level 
to the highest point of the structure. 

 
3.  Structures shall be constructed to withstand a wind load of eighty (80) miles per 

hour. 
 

4.  Structures shall be grounded electrically and shall not cause to disturb, restrict, 
or impede reception of equipment on adjoining properties. 

 
SECTION 9.33 – RESERVED 
 
SECTION 9.34 – REGULATION OF A BED AND BREAKFAST ESTABLISHMENT 
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A bed and breakfast is an owner-occupied dwelling with units for hire and at which meals 
are prepared and served by the owner.  The operation of a bed and breakfast is subject 
to the following standards and conditions: 

 
A. A bed and breakfast operation is required to make application to the Board of 

Adjustment and is subject to the conditional-use procedure set forth in Article VII 
(Definitions) of the Official Zoning Ordinance of the City of Bellevue [“The Code”]. 

 
B. A bed and breakfast shall be permitted by conditional use in all zones throughout 

Bellevue, except in the following zones:  Civic Spaces (CS), Conservation (CO), 
Industrial (I-1), and Mobile Home Park Overlay Zone (MHP). 

 
C. A bed and breakfast is permitted in single-family dwellings whether attached or 

detached, in an accessory unit as defined in Section 21.5 (Glossary) of the Code, in 
townhomes, and in condominiums, subject to limitation by private contract. 

 
D. A bed and breakfast is not permitted in an accessory structure, an accessory building 

or outbuilding, nor in an accessory unit except as described in Subsection C.   
 
E. A bed and breakfast in a Historic Preservation Overlay Zone, as described Section 

10.15 of the Code, and the regulations and standards referred to therein, is subject 
to the additional guidelines administered by the Historic Preservation Commission. 

 
F. Meals at a bed and breakfast may be served, exclusively to paying lodgers, between 

6 a.m. and 12 p.m. only. 
 
G. The length of stay at a bed and breakfast shall not exceed fourteen (14) consecutive 

days. 
 
H. A bed and breakfast shall have a minimum of 1,000 square feet for each guest unit, 

and no bed and breakfast shall have more than three (3) guest units per structure. 
 
I. The owner’s portion of a bed and breakfast structure shall be at least twenty-five (25) 

percent of the usable square footage. 
 
J. The owner of a bed and breakfast established prior to the enactment of this Section 

may reside in an adjoining dwelling.  The maximum number of dwellings comprising 
a bed and breakfast establishment shall be is two (2). 

 
K. All signage shall be per ARTICLE XV – SIGN REGULATIONS and by permit where 

required. 
 
L. Off-street parking requirements are as follows: 

 
1. One off-street parking space shall be provided for each guest room on site; and  
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2. When necessary, off-site may be provided as determined by Zoning 

Administrator. An affidavit and parking agreement with property owner of remote 
site shall be provided by bed and breakfast operator. 

 
SECTION 9.35 – SHORT-TERM RENTAL REGULATIONS    
 
A short-term rental building is an owner-occupied dwelling which includes guest-rooms or 
suites for rent by persons not members of the owner-occupant’s household. The 
operation of short-term rental units is subject to the following standards and conditions: 

 
A. A permit from the City is required, and application is to be made to the Zoning 

Administrator and subject to the Conditional Use process described in Article VII 
(Definitions) of the Official Zoning Ordinance of the City of Bellevue. 

 
B. Short-term rental units are permitted in attached single-family dwellings, detached 

single-family dwellings, two-family dwellings, townhomes, and condominiums. 
 
C. Short-term rentals are not permitted in the following: bed-and-breakfast, hotel or a 

motel, an extended stay hotel or motel, a dwelling organized as seniors' housing, and 
a multi-family dwelling with separate housekeeping units. 

 
D. A dwelling unit for purposes of this section is the owner-occupant's principal 

residence for at least 180 days per calendar year. 
 
E. Short-term rental guests shall not stay more than fourteen (14) consecutive days in 

duration. 
 
F. Each dwelling subject used for short-term rental shall have no more than three (3) 

guest-rooms. Each floor shall have a functioning carbon-monoxide alarm, each 
hallway interconnecting guest-rooms shall have a functioning smoke detector, no 
guest-room shall have more than four occupants, and each guest room shall have a 
functioning smoke detector. 

 
G. Guests may use a kitchen to prepare meals. Kitchens used by guests equipped with 

a stove, oven, or range shall have a fire extinguisher conspicuously displayed and a 
functioning smoke detector. 

 
H.  Signs for identifying or advertising short-term rentals are not permitted. Signage 

SHALL be regulated by Section 15.2 (B) of this ordinance. 
 
I. Owners of short-term rental units must obtain an occupational/business license from 

the City. 
 
J. Each dwelling used for short-term rental shall be subject to inspection by the Building 

Inspector prior to the issue of an annual permit, and at the time of annual review. 
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K. Violators of the term of this section are subject to fines of $100 per day, and subject 

to termination of the short-term rental permit and the owner's occupational/business 
license. 
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ARTICLE X – ZONES 
 
SECTION 10.1 - CONSERVATION (CO) ZONE 
 
A. USES PERMITTED: 

 
1.  Publicly owned and/or operated parks and/or recreation areas. 
 
2.  Private recreational uses other than those publicly owned and/or operated such 

as ballfields and country clubs. 
 
B. ACCESSORY STRUCTURES OR USES: 

 
1.  Customary accessory structures and uses. 
 
2.  Fences and walls, as regulated by Article XII. 
 
3.  Signs as regulated by Article XV. 

 
C. AREA, HEIGHT, YARD, AND SETBACK REGULATIONS: 

 
1.  MINIMUM LOT AREA: One (1) acre. 
 
2.  MINIMUM LOT WIDTH: One hundred fifty (150) feet. 
 
3.  MINIMUM FRONT YARD SETBACK: Fifty (50) feet. 
 
4.  MINIMUM SIDE YARD SETBACK: Twenty-five (25) feet. 
 
5.  MINIMUM REAR YARD SETBACK: Fifty (50) feet. 
 
6.  MAXIMUM BUILDING HEIGHT: Twenty-five (25) feet. 

 
D. OTHER DEVELOPMENT CONTROLS: 

 
1.  A development plan as regulated by Section 9.19 of this Ordinance shall be 

required for any permitted use or conditional use in this zone. 
 
2.  Off-street parking shall be provided for any use within this zone, according to 

the provisions of Article XIII of this Ordinance. 
 
3.  No outdoor storage of any material (useable or waste) shall be permitted in this 

zone, except within enclosed containers. 
 
4.  No motor vehicles that are inoperable, or mobile home or trailer shall be stored 

or used for storage in this zone. 
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5.  No use producing objectionable odors, noise, or dust, shall be permitted within 

five hundred (500) feet from the boundary of any residential zone. 
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SECTION 10.2 - R-1A (RESIDENTIAL ONE - A) ZONE 
 
A.  PERMITTED USES: 

 
1.  Single-family residential dwellings (detached). 

 
B.  ACCESSORY STRUCTURES OR USES: 

 
1.  Customary accessory structures and uses. 
 
2.  Fences and walls as regulated by Article XII. 
 
3.  Signs as regulated by Article XV. 
 
4.  Home occupations, subject to the restrictions and limitations established in 

Section 9.11 of this Ordinance. 
 
C.  CONDITIONAL USES: The following uses or any customary accessory structures 

or uses, subject to the approval of the Board of Adjustment, as set forth in Article 
XVIII of this Ordinance: 
 
1.  Child Care Center, providing they are located adjacent to an arterial or collector 

street. 
 
2.  Educational facilities, providing they are located adjacent to an arterial or 

collector street. 
 
3.  Elderly / Retirement Housing, provided they are located adjacent to an arterial 

or collector street. 
 
4.  Facilities for human medical care – hospital / health care, adult day care, 

assisted living / residential care, human care clinic, nursing home, providing 
they are located adjacent to an arterial or collector street. 

 
5.  Fire and police stations, providing they are located adjacent to an arterial or 

collector street. 
 
6.  Governmental facilities. 
 
7.  Off-street parking lots and/or garages.  The Board of Adjustment shall 

determine garage setbacks. 
 
8.  Publicly owned and/or operated parks, playgrounds, golf courses, community 

recreational centers, including public swimming pools and libraries. 
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9. Religious institutions, providing they are located adjacent to an arterial or 
collector street. 
 

10. Bed & Breakfast establishments, as set forth in SECTION 9.34 REGULATION 

OF BED AND BREAKFAST ESTABLISHMENTS of this Ordinance. 

 
D.  AREA AND HEIGHT REGULATIONS FOR PERMITTED USES: No buildings shall 

be erected or structurally altered hereafter except in accordance with the following 
regulations: 
 
1.  MINIMUM LOT AREA - Seven Thousand Five Hundred (7,500) square feet. 
 
2.  MINIMUM LOT WIDTH - Sixty (60) feet. 
 
3.  MINIMUM FRONT YARD SETBACK - Thirty (30) feet. 
 
4.  MINIMUM SIDE YARD SETBACK ON EACH SIDE OF LOT - Ten (10) feet. 
 
5.  MINIMUM REAR YARD SETBACK - Twenty-five (25) feet. 
 
6.  MAXIMUM BUILDING HEIGHT - Thirty-five (35) feet. 

 
E.  OTHER DEVELOPMENT CONTROLS: 
 

1.  Off-street parking and loading and/or unloading shall be provided in 
accordance with Articles XIII and XIV of this Ordinance. 

 
2.  No outdoor storage shall be permitted in this zone except within enclosed 

containers or structures. 
 
3.  No lighting shall be permitted which would glare from this zone onto any street, 

or into any adjacent property. 
 
4.  Where any yard of any conditional use permitted in this zone abuts property in 

a single-family residential zone, a ten (10) foot wide buffer area, as regulated 
by Section 9.17 of this Ordinance, shall be required. 
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SECTION 10.3 - R-1B (RESIDENTIAL ONE - B) ZONE: 
 
A.  USES PERMITTED: 

 
1.  Single-family residential dwellings (detached). 

 
B.  ACCESSORY STRUCTURES OR USES: 

 
1. Customary accessory structures and uses. 
 
2.  Fences and walls as regulated by Article XII. 
 
3.  Signs, as regulated by Article XV. 
 
4.  Home occupations subject to the restrictions and limitations established in 

Section 9.11 of this Ordinance. 
 
C.  CONDITIONAL USES: The following uses or any customary accessory structures 

or uses, subject to the approval of the Board of Adjustment, as set forth in Article 
XVIII of this Ordinance: 
 
1.  Child Care Center, providing they are located adjacent to an arterial or collector 

street. 
 
2.  Educational facilities, providing they are located adjacent to an arterial or 

collector street. 
 
3.  Elderly / Retirement Housing provided they are located adjacent to an arterial 

or collector street. 
 
4.  Facilities for human medical care – hospital / health care, adult day care, 

assisted living / residential care, human care clinic, nursing home, providing 
they are located adjacent to an arterial or collector street. 

 
5.  Fire and police stations, providing they are located adjacent to an arterial or 

collector street. 
 
6.  Governmental facilities. 
 
7.  Off-street parking lots and/or garages.  The Board of Adjustment shall 

determine garage setbacks. 
 
8.  Publicly owned and/or operated parks, playgrounds, golf courses, community 

recreational centers, including public swimming pools and libraries. 
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9.  Religious institutions, providing they are located adjacent to an arterial or 
collector street. 

 
10.  Office; Commercial use, provided they meet the guidelines below in addition to 

the requirements provided by Article XVIII: 
 
a.  Structure was originally designed as mixed commercial use. 
 
b.  Specific use shall be approved by the Board of Adjustment. 
 
c.  Use shall not impair the character of the zone in which it is located. 
 
d.  Documentation shall be provided to verify the original design of the 

structure. 
 
e.  At least one residential dwelling unit shall be maintained as part of the 

principal structure. 
 

11. Bed & Breakfast establishments, as set forth in SECTION 9.34 REGULATION 

OF BED AND BREAKFAST ESTABLISHMENTS of this Ordinance. 

 
D.  AREA AND HEIGHT REGULATIONS FOR PERMITTED USES: No building shall 

be erected or structurally altered hereafter except in accordance with the following 
regulations: 
 
1.  MINIMUM LOT AREA - Four thousand five hundred (4,500) square feet. 
 
2.  MINIMUM LOT WIDTH - Forty (40) feet. 
 
3.  MINIMUM FRONT YARD SETBACK - Twenty (20) feet. 
 
4.  MINIMUM SIDE YARD SETBACK ON EACH SIDE OF LOT - Five (5) feet. 
 
5.  MINIMUM REAR YARD SETBACK - Twenty-five (25) feet. 
 
6.  MAXIMUM BUILDING HEIGHT - Thirty-five (35) feet. 

 
E.  OTHER DEVELOPMENT CONTROLS: 

 
1.  Off-street parking and loading and/or unloading shall be provided in 

accordance with Articles XIII and XIV of this Ordinance. 
 
2.  No outdoor storage shall be permitted in this zone except within enclosed 

containers or structures. 
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3.  No lighting shall be permitted which would glare from this zone onto any street, 
or into any adjacent property. 

 
4.  Where any yard of any conditional use permitted in this zone abuts property in 

a single-family residential zone, a ten (10) foot wide buffer area, as regulated 
by Section 9.17 of this Ordinance, shall be required. 
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SECTION 10.4 - R-1C (RESIDENTIAL ONE - C) ZONE: 
 
A.  PERMITTED USES: 

 
1.  Single-family residential (detached). 

 
B.  ACCESSORY STRUCTURES AND USES: 

 
1.  Customary accessory structures and uses. 
 
2.  Fences and walls as regulated by Article XII. 
 
3.  Signs, as regulated by Article XV. 
 
4.  Home occupations, subject to the restrictions and limitations established in 

Section 9.11 of this Ordinance. 
 
C.  CONDITIONAL USES: The following uses or any customary accessory structures 

or uses, subject to the approval of the Board of Adjustment, as set forth in Article 
XVIII of this Ordinance: 
 
1.  Child Care Center, providing they are located adjacent to an arterial or collector 

street. 
 
2.  Educational facilities, providing they are located adjacent to an arterial or 

collector street. 
 
3.  Elderly / Retirement Housing, provided they are located adjacent to an arterial 

or collector street. 
 
4.  Facilities for human medical care – hospital / health care, adult day care, 

assisted living / residential care, human care clinic, nursing home, providing 
they are located adjacent to an arterial or collector street. 

 
5.  Fire and police stations, providing they are located adjacent to an arterial or 

collector street. 
 
6.  Governmental facilities. 
 
7.  Off-street parking lots and/or garages.  The Board of Adjustment shall 

determine garage setbacks. 
 
8.  Publicly owned and/or operated parks, playgrounds, golf courses, community 

recreational centers, including public swimming pools and libraries. 
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9. Religious institutions, providing they are located adjacent to an arterial or 
collector street. 

 
10. Office; Commercial use, provided they meet the guidelines below in addition to 

the requirements provided by Article XVIII: 
 
a.  Structure was originally designed as mixed commercial use. 
 
b.  Specific use shall be approved by the Board of Adjustment. 
 
c.  Use shall not impair the character of the zone in which it is located. 
 
d.  Documentation shall be provided to verify the original design of the 

structure. 
 
e.  At least one residential dwelling unit shall be maintained as part of the 

principal structure. 
 

11. Bed & Breakfast establishments, as set forth in SECTION 9.34 REGULATION 

OF BED AND BREAKFAST ESTABLISHMENTS of this Ordinance. 

 
D.  AREA AND HEIGHT REGULATIONS FOR PERMITTED USES: 

 
1. MINIMUM LOT AREA - Four thousand (4,000) square feet. 
 
2.  MINIMUM LOT WIDTH - Forty (40) feet. 
 
3.  MINIMUM FRONT YARD SETBACK - Twenty (20) feet. 
 
4.  MINIMUM SIDE YARD SETBACK ON EACH SIDE OF LOT - Five (5) feet. 
 
5.  MINIMUM REAR YARD SETBACK - Twenty-five (25) feet. 
 
6.  MAXIMUM BUILDING HEIGHT - Thirty-five (35) feet. 
 

E.  OTHER DEVELOPMENT CONTROLS: 
 
1.  Off-street parking and loading and/or unloading shall be provided in 

accordance with Articles XIII and XIV of this Ordinance. 
 
2.  No outdoor storage shall be permitted in this zone except within enclosed 

containers or structures. 
 
3.  No lighting shall be permitted which would glare from this zone onto any street, 

or into any adjacent property. 
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4.  Where any yard of any conditional use permitted in this zone abuts property in 
a single-family residential zone, a ten (10) foot wide buffer area, as regulated 
by Section 9.17 of this Ordinance, shall be required. 
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SECTION 10.5 - R-1H (RESIDENTIAL ONE - H) ZONE: 
 
A.  PERMITTED USES: 

 
1.  Single-family residential (detached). 
 
2.  Single-family residential (attached), provided they are compatible in size and 

scale with the character of the area or neighborhood.  All single-family 
residential attached dwellings shall not exceed three stories and thirty-five feet 
in height, shall not exceed a density of 14 dwelling units per net acre, and shall 
comply with all other requirements of this zone.  A development plan, as 
regulated by Section 9.19 of this Ordinance, shall be required.  Each residence 
shall be on a separately deeded lot not less than 2,500 square feet for interior 
units, and 3,500 square feet for end units.  Interior units may have “zero” side 
yard setbacks.  Exterior units shall comply with the required side yard set backs 
contained in this section.  No more than two interior adjacent units may be 
located in each grouping.  The minimum lot width for interior single-family 
residential attached units shall be twenty-five (25) feet.          

 
B.  ACCESSORY STRUCTURES AND USES: 

 
1.  Customary accessory structures and uses. 
 
2.  Fences and walls as regulated by Article XII. 
 
3.  Signs, as regulated by Article XV. 
 
4.  Home occupations, subject to the restrictions and limitations established in 

Section 9.11 of this Ordinance. 
 
C.  CONDITIONAL USES: The following uses or any customary accessory structures 

or uses, subject to the approval of the Board of Adjustment, as set forth in Article 
XVIII of this Ordinance: 
 
1.  Child Care Center, providing they are located adjacent to an arterial or collector 

street. 
 
2.  Educational facilities, providing they are located adjacent to an arterial or 

collector street. 
 
3.  Elderly / Retirement Housing provided they are located adjacent to an arterial 

or collector street. 
 
4.  Fire and police stations, providing they are located adjacent to an arterial or 

collector street. 
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5.  Facilities for human medical care – hospital / health care, adult day care, 
assisted living / residential care, human care clinic, nursing home, providing 
they are located adjacent to an arterial or collector street. 

 
6.  Governmental facilities. 
 
7.  Off-street parking lots and/or garages.  The Board of Adjustment shall 

determine garage setbacks. 
 
8.  Publicly owned and/or operated parks, playgrounds, golf courses, community 

recreational centers, including public swimming pools and libraries. 
 
9.  Religious institutions, providing they are located adjacent to an arterial or 

collector street. 
 

10. Bed & Breakfast establishments, as set forth in SECTION 9.34 REGULATION 

OF BED AND BREAKFAST ESTABLISHMENTS of this Ordinance. 

 
11.  Office; Commercial use, provided they meet the guidelines below in addition to 

the requirements provided by Article XVIII: 
 
a.  Structure was originally designed as mixed commercial use. 
 
b.  Specific use shall be approved by the Board of Adjustment. 
 
c.  Use shall not impair the character of the zone in which it is located. 
 
d.  Documentation shall be provided to verify the original design of the 

structure. 
 
e.  At least one residential dwelling unit shall be maintained as part of the 

principal structure. 
 
D.  AREA AND HEIGHT REGULATIONS FOR PERMITTED USES: 

 
1.  MINIMUM LOT AREA - 3,500 square feet. 
 
2.  MINIMUM LOT WIDTH – Thirty (30) feet. 
 
3.  MINIMUM FRONT YARD SETBACK - Twenty (20) feet. 
 
4.  MINIMUM SIDE YARD SETBACK ON EACH SIDE OF LOT - Three (3) feet*. 
 
5.  MINIMUM REAR YARD SETBACK - Twenty-five (25) feet. 
 
6.  MAXIMUM BUILDING HEIGHT - Thirty-five (35) feet. 
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* Must conform to KBC fire-rating standards. 

 
E. OTHER DEVELOPMENT CONTROLS: 

 
1.  Off-street parking and loading and/or unloading shall be provided in 

accordance with Articles XIII and XIV of this Ordinance. 
 
2.  No outdoor storage shall be permitted in this zone except within enclosed 

containers or structures. 
 
3.  No lighting shall be permitted which would glare from this zone onto any street, 

or into any adjacent property. 
 
4.  Where any yard of any conditional use permitted in this zone abuts property in 

a single-family residential zone, a ten (10) foot wide buffer area, as regulated 
by Section 9.17 of this Ordinance, shall be required. 

 
5.  When any yard of any single-family residential (attached) use permitted in this 

zone abuts property of any single-family residential (detached) use permitted 
in this zone or in an adjacent zone, a ten (10) foot wide buffer area, as regulated 
by Section 9.17 of this Ordinance, shall be required.  
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SECTION 10.6 - R-2 RESIDENTIAL TWO ZONE: 
 
A.   USES PERMITTED: 

 
1.  Single-family residential (detached). 
 
2.  Two-family residential. 
 
3.  Single-family residential (attached), provided they are compatible in size and 

scale with the character of the area or neighborhood.  All single-family 
residential attached dwellings shall not exceed three stories and thirty-five feet 
in height, shall not exceed a density of 14 dwelling units per net acre, and shall 
comply with all other requirements of this zone.  A development plan, as 
regulated by Section 9.19 of this Ordinance, shall be required.  Each residence 
shall be on a separately deeded lot not less than 2,500 square feet for interior 
units, and 3,500 square feet for end units.  Interior units may have “zero” side 
yard setbacks.  Exterior units shall comply with the required side yard set backs 
contained in this section.  No more than two interior adjacent units may be 
located in each grouping.  The minimum lot width for single-family residential 
attached units shall be twenty-five (25) feet. 

 
B. ACCESSORY STRUCTURES AND USES: 

 
1.  Customary accessory structures and uses. 
 
2.  Fences and walls, as regulated by Article XII of this Ordinance. 
 
3.  Signs, as regulated by Article XV of this Ordinance. 
 
4.  Home occupations, subject to the restrictions and limitations established in 

Section 9.11 of this Ordinance. 
 

C. CONDITIONAL USES: The following uses or any customary accessory structures 
or uses, subject to the approval of the Board of Adjustment, as set forth in Article 
XVIII of this Ordinance: 
 
1.  Child Care Center, providing they are located adjacent to an arterial or collector 

street. 
 
2.  Educational facilities, providing they are located adjacent to an arterial or 

collector street. 
 
3.  Elderly / Retirement Housing provided they are located adjacent to an arterial 

or collector street. 
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4.  Facilities for human medical care – hospital / health care, adult day care, 
assisted living / residential care, human care clinic, nursing home, providing 
they are located adjacent to an arterial or collector street. 

 
5.  Fire and police stations, providing they are located adjacent to an arterial or 

collector street. 
 
6.  Governmental facilities. 
 
7.  Off-street parking lots and/or garages.  The Board of Adjustment shall 

determine garage setbacks. 
 
8.  Publicly owned and/or operated parks, playgrounds, golf courses, community 

recreational centers, including public swimming pools and libraries. 
 
9.  Religious institutions, providing they are located adjacent to an arterial or 

collector street. 
 
10. Bed & Breakfast establishments, as set forth in SECTION 9.34 REGULATION 

OF BED AND BREAKFAST ESTABLISHMENTS of this Ordinance. 

 
11.  Office; Commercial use, provided they meet the guidelines below in addition to 

the requirements provided by Article XVIII: 
 
a.  Structure was originally designed as mixed commercial use. 
 
b.  Specific use shall be approved by the Board of Adjustment. 
 
c.  Use shall not impair the character of the zone in which it is located. 
 
d.  Documentation shall be provided to verify the original design of the 

structure. 
 
e.  At least one residential dwelling unit shall be maintained as part of the 

principal structure. 
 
D.  AREA AND HEIGHT REGULATIONS: No buildings shall be erected or structurally 

altered hereafter, except in accordance with the following regulations: 
 
1.  MINIMUM LOT AREA. - Three Thousand Five Hundred (3,500) square feet. 
 
2.  MINIMUM LOT WIDTH - Thirty (30) feet. 
 
3.  MINIMUM FRONT YARD SETBACK - Ten (10) feet. 
 
4.  MINIMUM SIDE YARD SETBACK ON EACH SIDE OF LOT - Three (3) feet. 
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5.  MINIMUM REAR YARD SETBACK - Twenty-five (25) feet. 
 
6.  MAXIMUM BUILDING HEIGHT - Thirty-five (35) feet. 

 
E.  OTHER DEVELOPMENT CONTROLS: 

 
1.  Off-street parking and loading and/or unloading shall be provided in 

accordance with Articles XIII XIV of this Ordinance. 
 
2.  No outdoor storage shall be permitted in this zone except within enclosed 

containers or structures. 
 
3.  No lighting shall be permitted which would glare from this zone onto any street, 

or into any adjacent property. 
 
4.  Where any yard of any conditional use permitted in this zone abuts property in 

a single-family residential zone, a ten (10) foot wide buffer area, as regulated 
by Section 9.17 of this Ordinance, shall be required. 

 
5.  When any yard of any single-family residential (attached) use permitted in this 

zone abuts property of any single-family residential (detached) use permitted 
in this zone or in an adjacent zone, a ten (10) foot wide buffer area, as regulated 
by Section 9.17 of this Ordinance, shall be required. 
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SECTION 10.7 R-3MF (RESIDENTIAL THREE - MULTIPLE FAMILY) ZONE: 
 
A.  PERMITTED USES: 

 
1.  Multi-family residential dwellings. 

 
B.  ACCESSORY STRUCTURES AND USES: 

 
1.  Customary accessory structures or uses. 
 
2.  Fences and walls, as regulated by Article XII. 
 
3.  Signs, as regulated by Article XV. 

 
C.  CONDITIONAL USES: No building or occupancy permit shall be issued for any of 

the following, nor shall any of the following uses or any customary accessory 
structures or uses be permitted until and unless the location of said use shall have 
been applied for and approved of by the Board of Adjustment as set forth in Article 
XVIII of this Ordinance: 
 
1.  Child Care Center, providing they are located adjacent to an arterial or collector 

street. 
 
2.  Educational facilities, providing they are located adjacent to an arterial or 

collector street. 
 
3.  Elderly / Retirement Housing provided they are located adjacent to an arterial 

or collector street. 
 
4.  Facilities for human medical care – hospital / health care, adult day care, 

assisted living / residential care, human care clinic, nursing home, providing 
they are located adjacent to an arterial or collector street. 

 
5.  Fire and police stations, providing they are located adjacent to an arterial or 

collector street. 
 
6.  Governmental facilities. 
 
7.  Off-street parking lots and/or garages.  The Board of Adjustment shall 

determine garage setbacks. 
 
8.  Publicly owned and/or operated parks, playgrounds, golf courses, community 

recreational centers, including public swimming pools and libraries. 
 
9.  Religious institutions, providing they are located adjacent to an arterial or 

collector street. 
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10. Bed & Breakfast establishments, as set forth in SECTION 9.34 REGULATION 

OF BED AND BREAKFAST ESTABLISHMENTS of this Ordinance. 

 
D.  AREA AND HEIGHT REGULATIONS FOR PERMITTED USES: 

 
1.  MINIMUM LOT AREA - Twelve thousand five hundred (12,500) square feet for 

the first four (4) dwelling units or less; two thousand (2,000) square feet shall 
be provided for every dwelling unit thereafter. In the case of this zone more 
than one principal building, as defined herein, may be permitted on one lot. 

 
2.  MINIMUM LOT WIDTH - One hundred (100) feet. 
 
3.  MINIMUM FRONT YARD SETBACK - Forty (40) feet. 
 
4.  MINIMUM SIDE YARD SETBACK ON EACH SIDE OF LOT - Fifteen (15) feet. 
 
5.  MINIMUM REAR YARD SETBACK - Thirty (30) feet. 
 
6.  MAXIMUM BUILDING HEIGHT- Forty (40) feet. 

 
E.  OTHER DEVELOPMENT CONTROLS: 

 
1.  Off-street parking and loading and/or unloading shall be provided in 

accordance with Articles XIII and XIV of this Ordinance. 
 
2.  No outdoor storage shall be permitted except within enclosed containers or 

structures. 
 
3.  No lighting shall be permitted which would glare from this zone into a street or 

adjacent property. 
 
4.  Where a yard of a conditional use abuts property in a single-family residential 

zone, a ten-foot wide buffer area, regulated by Section 9.17 of this Ordinance, 
shall be required. 

 
5.  A development plan, as regulated by Section 9.19 of this Ordinance, shall be 

required for any use permitted in this zone, except when development is 
proposed under the Residential Cluster Development regulations as regulated 
by Section 10.8 of this Ordinance. 
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SECTION 10.8 - RCD (RESIDENTIAL CLUSTER DEVELOPMENT) OVERLAY: 
 
A.  PURPOSE: The purposes of the Residential Cluster Development (RCD) Overlay 

Zone is to provide a means whereby clusters of attached and detached single-
family residential units may be constructed in the R-1 Residential Zones, and 
therein, through a Development Plan, permit a wide flexibility in the design, 
location, siting of the building, and yard and setback requirements in order to 
provide for, to the greatest extent possible, the preservation of hillside areas, and 
other natural geographic and topographic features, and to provide for more 
useable and suitably located recreation facilities and open space than would 
otherwise be provided under conventional R-1 Residential land development 
procedures. 

 
B.  GENERAL: A Residential Cluster Development Overlay Zone may be permitted 

only to be superimposed over any of the R-1 Residential Zones provided that all 
conditions or provisions of this section of the Ordinance, the applicable 
requirements of the Subdivision Regulations, and any additional requirements as 
may be determined necessary to provide for the most efficient layout of the RCD 
Overlay Zone and its proper integration with the surrounding development are met; 
and a public hearing is held on the RCD application. 

 
C.  APPLICATION AND PROCESSING:  Applications for Residential Cluster 

Development Overlay Zone shall be processed as follows in two stages: 
 
1.  STAGE I -- Development Plan and Zoning Map Amendment Application for 

amendment to RCD Overlay Zone shall include a Development Plan in 
accordance with the requirements of Section 9.20 (A) - Stage I Plan 
Requirements. 

 
a.  The Planning Commission shall hold a public hearing on the proposed 

application, duly noticed, in accordance with the requirements of KRS 
Chapter 424, and review said application with regard to its compliance 
with the stated purposes of the RCD Overlay Zone, the required elements 
of the Stage I Plan and other applicable requirements of this section.  
Upon holding such hearing, the Planning Commission shall make one of 
the following recommendations to the legislative body: approval, approval 
with conditions, or disapproval. The Planning Commission shall submit, 
along with their recommendations, a copy of the Stage I Plan and the 
bases for their recommendation. 

 
b.  The legislative body shall, within ninety (90) days after receiving the 

recommendations of the Planning Commission, review said 
recommendations and take action to approve, or disapprove said RCD 
application. Such action may incorporate any conditions imposed by the 
legislative body. However, should the legislative body take action to 
impose different conditions than were reviewed and considered by the 
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Planning Commission, then said conditions shall be resubmitted to the 
Planning Commission for further review and recommendation in 
accordance with Subsection (C)(1)(a) above.  Approval of the RCD 
Overlay Zone shall require that development be in conformance with the 
Stage I Approved Plan.  The legislative body shall forward a copy of the 
Approved Plan to the Planning Commission for further processing in 
accordance with the requirements for Stage II Plan and Record Plat. 

 
Zoning Map Amendment - Upon approval of the RCD Overlay Zone, the Official 
Zoning Map shall be amended by adding the prefix "RCD" to the existing 
Residential (R-1) Zone (e.g., RCD-R-1B, RCD-R-1C, etc.) for the area as 
shown on the Stage I Approved Plan. 

 
2.  STAGE II-- PLAN AND RECORD PLAT - A Stage II Plan and Record Plat shall 

be developed in conformance with the Stage I Approved Plan and in 
accordance with the requirements of Section 9.20, B and C, and submitted to 
the Planning Commission for its review and approval. Except for the manner of 
submission and processing, the Subdivision Regulations may be waived, 
where applicable, and the requirements of Section 9.20, B and C, shall be 
substituted therefore.  Those requirements not specifically waived by the 
Planning Commission shall conform to the Subdivision Regulations. 

 
a.  The Planning Commission shall review the submitted Stage II Plan with 

regard to its compliance with the required elements of Section 9.20 (B), 
for Stage II Plans, other applicable elements of this Ordinance and other 
applicable regulations, and its conformity with the Stage I approved Plan. 
The Planning Commission, in approving the Stage I Approved Plan, may 
authorize minor adjustments from the Stage I Approved Plan, provided 
that the adjustments do not: change land uses, increase overall density, 
significantly alter circulation patterns (vehicular and pedestrian) or 
decrease the amount and/or usability of open space or recreation areas, 
or affect other applicable requirements of this Ordinance. 

 
Upon Planning Commission approval of the Stage II Development Plan, a 
copy of said plan shall be forwarded to the Zoning Administrator, who shall 
grant permits only in accordance with the Stage II Approved Plan and 
other regulations as may be waived by this Ordinance. 

 
b.  Upon approval of the Stage II Plan, the Planning Commission shall 

review the submitted Record Plat with regard to its compliance with the 
required elements of Section 9.20 (C) for Record Plats, the applicable 
requirements of the Subdivision Regulations, and its conformance with 
the Stage II Approved Plan. 

 
Upon Planning Commission approval of the Record Plat, copies of said 
plat, certified by the Planning Commission, and suitable for recording, 
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shall be forwarded by the Planning Commission to the office of the 
County Clerk to be recorded. 

 
D.  RESIDENTIAL USES AND DENSITIES: Attached and detached single-family 

dwellings may be permitted within an RCD. The density of dwelling units in an RCD 
shall be determined by the density (dwelling units per net acre) as calculated from 
the existing Residential (R-1) Zone superimposed by the RCD Overlay Zone. This 
density shall be applied to the total project area, excluding that land devoted to 
streets (public and private). 

 
E.  PUBLIC AND SEMI-PUBLIC USES: Public and semi-public structures and uses 

may be permitted in the RCD. These uses shall be delineated on the plan and shall 
be limited to one or more of the following uses: 

 
1. Child Care Centers. 

 
2. Community centers. 

 
3. Country Clubs. 

 
4. Educational facilities. 

 
5. Fire or police stations. 

 
6. Governmental Facilities. 

 
7. Libraries. 

 
8. Open space recreation areas. 

 
9. Religious institutions. 

 
F.  AREA REQUIREMENTS: No RCD Overlay Zone shall be permitted on less than 

five (5) acres of land. However, development of a smaller tract adjacent to an 
existing RCD Overlay Zone may be permitted, if the proposed development 
conforms to the original development as if the new area had been part of the 
original development. 

 
G.  HEIGHT, YARD AND SETBACK REGULATIONS: Requirements shall be as 

approved in the plan. 
 
H.  OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING AND/OR UNLOADING: Off-street 

parking and, when applicable, loading and/or unloading facilities shall be provided 
in accordance with Articles XIII and XIV of this Ordinance. 
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I.  FENCES, WALLS AND SIGNS: Location, height and type of fences, walls and 
signs shall be approved in the plan. 

 
J.  EROSION AND SEDIMENTATION CONTROL:  Effective erosion and 

sedimentation controls shall be planned and applied in accordance with Section 
9.7 of this Ordinance. 

 
K.  COMMON OPEN SPACE--RECREATION AREA: At least twenty (20) percent of 

the total acreage of the proposed RCD shall be retained as common open space 
and recreation area, and dedicated to a public and/or private entity for operation 
and maintenance. Such open space and recreation areas shall be physically 
situated so as to be readily accessible, available to, and useable by all residents 
of the RCD. Common open space and recreation area shall be that part of the total 
project exclusive of dwellings, streets, parking areas, single-family lots, 
commercial areas, and other non-open space and non-recreational oriented 
facilities. 

 
L.  AMENDMENTS: Any amendments to plans, except for the minor adjustments 

which may be permitted by the Planning Commission, shall be made in accordance 
with the procedure required by this Ordinance, subject to same limitations and 
requirements as those under which such plans were originally approved. 

 
M.  EXPIRATION: Any amendment to the RCD Overlay Zone shall be subject to the 

time constraints, as noted below. Upon expiration of said time period and any 
extensions thereto, the legislative body may initiate a request for a public hearing 
by the Planning Commission, in accordance with the requirements of KRS Chapter 
100, for the purpose of determining whether said RCD Overlay Zone should revert 
to its original zoning designation. A public hearing may be initiated if either of the 
following conditions apply: 
 
1.  Stage II Plan has not been approved by the Planning Commission within a 

period of twenty-four (24) consecutive months from the date of the Stage I 
Approved Plan and Overlay Zone amendment by the legislative body; 
provided that an extension may be permitted upon approval of the 
legislative body or their duly authorized representative if sufficient proof can 
be demonstrated that prevailing conditions have not changed appreciably 
to render the Stage I Approved Plan obsolete. 

 
2.  Substantial construction has not been initiated within a period of twelve (12) 

consecutive months from the date of approval of the Stage II Plan by the 
Planning Commission; provided that an extension may be permitted upon 
approval of the legislative body or its duly authorized representative, if 
sufficient proof can be demonstrated that the construction was delayed due 
to circumstances beyond the applicant's control, and that prevailing 
conditions have not changed appreciably to render the Stage I Approved 
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Plan obsolete. The amount of construction constituting initiating substantial 
construction shall be as approved in the Stage II Approved Plan. 
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SECTION 10.9 - MHP (MOBILE HOME PARK) OVERLAY ZONE: 
 
A.  GENERAL: A Mobile Home Park (MHP) Overlay Zone may be superimposed only 

over any of the residential zones, provided that all conditions or provisions of this 
section of the Ordinance, the applicable requirements of the Subdivision 
Regulations, and any additional requirements as may be determined necessary to 
provide for the most efficient layout of the MHP Zone and its proper integration 
with the surrounding development are met; and a public hearing is held on the 
MHP application. 

 
B.  APPLICATION AND PROCESSING: Applications for Mobile Home Park Overlay 

Zone shall be processed as follows in two stages: 
 
1.  STAGE I -- Development Plan and Zoning Map Amendment Application for 

amendment to MHP Overlay Zone shall include a Development Plan in 
accordance with the requirements of Section 9.20, Stage I Plan Requirements. 

 
a.  The Planning Commission shall hold a public hearing on the proposed 

application in accordance with the requirements of KRS Chapter 424, and 
review said application with regard to its compliance with the stated 
purposes of the MHP Overlay Zone, the required elements of the Stage I 
Plan and other applicable requirements of this section.  Upon holding such 
hearing, the Planning Commission shall make one of the following 
recommendations to the legislative body: approval, approval with 
conditions, or disapproval. The Planning Commission shall submit, along 
with their recommendations, a copy of the Stage I Plan and the basis for 
their recommendation. 

 
b.  The legislative body shall, within ninety (90) days after receiving the 

recommendations of the Planning Commission, review said 
recommendations and take action to approve, or disapprove said MHP 
application. Such action may incorporate any conditions imposed by the 
legislative body. However, should the legislative body take action to 
impose different conditions than were reviewed and considered by the 
Planning Commission, then said conditions shall be resubmitted to the 
Planning Commission for further review and recommendation in 
accordance with Subsection (B)(1)(a), above. Approval of the MHP 
Overlay Zone shall require that development be in conformance with the 
Stage I Approved Plan. 

 
The legislative body shall forward a copy of the Approved Plan to the 
Planning Commission for further processing in accordance with the 
requirements for Stage II Plan and Record Plat. 

 
c.  Zoning Map Amendment - Upon approval of the MHP Overlay Zone, the 

Official Zoning Map shall be amended by adding the prefix "MHP" to the 



Article X – Zones 

Zoning Ordiance – 2018   10-30 
City of Bellevue, KY   

existing Residential (R-1) Zone (e.g., MHP-R-1B, MHP-R-1C, etc.) for the 
area as shown on the Stage I Approved Plan. 

 
2.  STAGE II-- PLAN AND RECORD PLAT - A Stage II Plan and Record Plat shall 

be developed in conformance with the Stage I Approved Plan and in 
accordance with the requirements of Section 9.20, B and C, and submitted to 
the Planning Commission for its review and approval. Except for the manner of 
submission and processing, the Subdivision Regulations may be waived, 
where applicable, and the requirements of Section 9.20, B and C, shall be 
substituted therefore.  Those requirements not specifically waived by the 
Planning Commission shall conform to the Subdivision Regulations: 

 
a.  The Planning Commission shall review the submitted Stage II Plan with 

regard to its compliance with the required elements of Section 9.20 (B), 
for Stage II Plans, other applicable elements of this Ordinance and other 
applicable regulations, and its conformity with the Stage I Approved Plan. 
The Planning Commission, in approving the Stage I Approved Plan, may 
authorize minor adjustments from the Stage I Approved Plan, provided 
that the adjustments do not: change land uses, increase overall density, 
significantly alter circulation patterns (vehicular and pedestrian) or 
decrease the amount and/or usability of open space or recreation areas, 
or affect other applicable requirements of this Ordinance. 

 
Upon Planning Commission approval of the Stage II Development Plan, a 
copy of said plan shall be forwarded to the Zoning Administrator, who shall 
grant permits only in accordance with the Stage II Approved Plan and 
other regulations as may be waived by this Ordinance. 

 
b.  Upon approval of the Stage II Plan, the Planning Commission shall review 

the submitted Record Plat with regard to its compliance with the required 
elements of Section 9.20 (C) for Record Plats, the applicable 
requirements of the Subdivision Regulations, and its conformance with 
the Stage II Approved Plan. 

 
Upon Planning Commission approval of the Record Plat, copies of said 
plat, certified by the Planning Commission, and suitable for recording, 
shall be forwarded by the Planning Commission to the office of the County 
Clerk to be recorded. 

 
C.  USES AND DENSITIES: Mobile homes including customary accessory structures 

and uses may be permitted within a MHP Overlay Zone. The density of dwelling 
units in a MHP shall be determined by the density (dwelling units per net acre) as 
calculated from the existing Residential (R-1) Zone superimposed by the MHP 
Overlay Zone. This density shall be applied to the total project area excluding that 
land devoted to streets (public and private). The following structures and uses 
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related to and for the exclusive use of the residents of the Mobile Home Park 
(excluding, however, any commercial uses) are also permitted: 
 
1.  Rental or sales offices for lots and/or mobile homes in the Mobile Home Park. 
 
2.  Community centers. 
 
3.  Laundry facilities. 
 

D.  PUBLIC AND SEMI-PUBLIC USES: Public and semi-public structures and uses 
may be permitted in the MHP. These uses shall be delineated on the plan and shall 
be limited to one or more of the following uses: 
 
1.  Educational Facilities. 
 
2.  Religious Institutions. 
 
3.  Open space recreation areas. 

 
E.  AREA REQUIREMENTS: No MHP Overlay Zone shall be permitted on less than 

ten (10) acres of land. However, development of a smaller tract adjacent to an 
existing MHP Overlay Zone may be permitted, if the proposed development 
conforms to and extends the original development as if the new area had been a 
part of the original development. 

 
F.  HEIGHT, YARD AND SETBACK REGULATIONS: Requirements shall be as 

approved in the plan. 
 
G.  OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING AND/OR UNLOADING: Off-street 

parking and, when applicable, loading and/or unloading facilities shall be provided 
in accordance with Articles XIII and XIV of this Ordinance. 

 
H.  FENCES, WALLS AND SIGNS: The location, height, and type of all fences, walls, 

and signs shall be as approved in the plan. 
 
I.  EROSION AND SEDIMENTATION CONTROL: Effective erosion and 

sedimentation controls shall be planned and applied in accordance with Section 
9.7 of this Ordinance. 

 
J.  COMMON OPEN SPACE--RECREATION AREA: At least twenty (20) percent of 

the total acreage of the proposed MHP shall be retained as common open space 
and recreation area, and dedicated to a public and/or private entity for operation 
and maintenance. Such open space and recreation areas shall be physically 
situated so as to be readily accessible, available to, and useable by all residents 
of the MHP. Common open space and recreation area shall be that part of the total 
project exclusive of dwellings, streets, parking areas, single-family lots, 
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commercial areas, and other non-open space and non-recreational oriented 
facilities. 

 
K.  AMENDMENTS: Any amendments to plans, except for the minor adjustments 

which may be permitted by the Planning Commission, shall be made in accordance 
with the procedure required by this Ordinance, subject to same limitations and 
requirements as those under which such plans were originally approved. 

 
L.  EXPIRATION: Any amendment to the MHP Overlay Zone shall be subject to the 

time constraints, as noted below. Upon expiration of said time period and any 
extensions thereto, the legislative body may initiate a request for a public hearing 
by the Planning Commission, in accordance with the requirements of KRS Chapter 
100, for the purpose of determining whether said MHP Overlay Zone should revert 
to its original zoning designation. A public hearing may be initiated if either of the 
following conditions apply: 
 
1.  Stage II Plan has not been approved by the Planning Commission within a 

period of twenty-four (24) consecutive months from the date of the Stage I 
Approved Plan and Overlay Zone amendment by the legislative body; provided 
that an extension may be permitted upon approval of the legislative body or 
their duly authorized representative if sufficient proof can be demonstration that 
prevailing conditions have not changed appreciably to render the Stage I 
Approved Plan obsolete. 

 
2. Substantial construction has not been initiated within a period of twelve (12) 

consecutive months from the date of approval of the Stage II Plan by the 
Planning Commission; provided that an extension may be permitted upon 
approval of the legislative body or its duly authorized representative, if sufficient 
proof can be demonstrated that the construction was delayed due to 
circumstances beyond the applicant's control, and that prevailing conditions 
have not changed appreciably to render the Stage I Approved Plan obsolete. 
The amount of construction constituting initiating substantial construction shall 
be as approved in the Stage II Approved Plan. 

 
 
 
 
 

[The remainder of this page intentionally left blank.] 
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SECTION 10.10 – NC-1 (NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL-ONE ZONE): 
 
A.  PERMITTED USES: 

 
1.  Animal Grooming Service.  
 
2.  Animal Hospital / Clinic. 
 
3.  Antique Shop. 
 
4.  Apparel / Clothing Shop. 
 
5.  Art Gallery. 
 
6.  Art / Craft / Hobby Shop. 
 
7.  Bakery, Retail. 
 
8.  Bank. 
 
9.  Bar / Tavern / Saloon. 

 
10.  Barber Shop. 
 
11.  Beauty Salon. 
 
12.  Bookstore / Gift Shop. 
 
13.  Brew Pub. 
 
14.  Coffee House. 
 
15.  Dance Hall. 
 
16.  Electronics Store. 
 
17.  Exterminator / Pest Control. 
 
18.  Funeral Home. 
 
19.  Florist. 
 
20.  General Store. 
 
21.  Hardware Store. 
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22.  Home Decorating Store. 
 
23.  Jewelry Store. 
 
24.  Laundromat / Dry Cleaners. 
 
25.  Liquor Store. 
 
26.  Locksmith Shop. 
 
27.  Massage Establishment. 
 
28.  Meeting Halls / Lodges. 
 
29.  Motorcycle Sales 
 
30.  Movie Theater. 
 
31.  Museum. 
 
32.  Music Store. 
 
33.  Nightclub. 
 
34.  Office. 
 
35.  Office, Professional. 
 
36.  Park. 
 
37.  Pet Shop. 
 
38.  Photography, Retail Store. 
 
39.  Pool / Billiard Hall. 
 
40.  Post Office. 
 
41.  Print / Copy Shop. 
 
42.  Residential Dwelling Units, as part of the principal structure. 
 
43.  Restaurant, Carry Out. 
 
44.  Restaurant, Sit Down. 
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45.  Sporting Goods Store. 
 
46.  Studio, Professional. 
 
47.  Sweet Shop. 
 
48.  Tailor / Sewing Shop. 
 
49.  Tanning Studio. 
 
50.  Theater. 
 
51.  Toy Store. 
 
52.  Variety Store. 
 
53.  Video Store. 

 
B.  ACCESSORY STRUCTURES AND USES: 

 
1.  Customary accessory structures and uses. 
 
2.  Fences and walls, as regulated by Article XII of this Ordinance. 
 
3.  Signs, as regulated by Article XV of this Ordinance. 

 
C.  CONDITIONAL USES: The following uses or any customary accessory buildings 

or uses subject to the approval of the Board of Adjustment, as set forth in Article 
XVIII of this Ordinance: 
 
1.  Adult Day Care Facilities. 
 
2.  Assisted Living / Residential Care Facilities. 
 
3. Bed & Breakfast establishments, as set forth in SECTION 9.34 REGULATION 

OF BED AND BREAKFAST ESTABLISHMENTS of this Ordinance. 

 

4.  Child Care Center. 
 
5.  Clinic, Human Care. 
 
6.  Educational Facilities. 
 
7.  Elderly / Retirement Housing. 
 
8.  Governmental Facilities. 
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9.  Hospital / Health Care Facility. 

 
10.  Outdoor Dining Areas - provided that such area meets the following minimum 

requirements: 
 
a.  Such area shall be designed to clearly identify the limits of the outdoor 

dining area. 
 
b.  Such area shall not exceed forty (40) percent of the maximum seating 

capacity of the indoor dining area. 
 
c.  Entertainment shall not be permitted within the outdoor dining areas. 
 
d.  Such area shall not be permitted to locate within any minimum required 

front, side, or rear yards, except where a variance has been approved by 
the Board of Adjustment. 

 
e.  Minimum of three (3) feet of sidewalk clearance shall be maintained for 

pedestrians. 
 
11. Religious Institutions: 

 
a.  Are located adjacent to an arterial or collector street. 
 
b.  Any interior modification shall be described in the application and shall not 

be injurious to the historic character of the structure, woodwork, stairways, 
fireplaces, windows and doors, cornices, festoons, molding, chair rails, or 
light fixtures. 

 
c.  Minimal outward modification of the structure or grounds may be made 

only if such changes are compatible with the character of the 
neighborhood. The Historic Preservation Commission must approve such 
changes if the facility is located in the HP Overlay Zone. 

 
d.  Off-street parking must be provided in accordance with section 13.2 (CC). 

 
12.  Off-Street Parking: 

 
a.  Shall not be located on Fairfield Avenue 
 
b.  Shall not front Fairfield Avenue unless owned by City. 
 
c.  Screening and lighting requirements as determined by the Historic 

Preservation Commission. 
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D.  AREA AND HEIGHT REGULATIONS: No building shall be erected or structurally 
altered hereafter except in accordance with the following regulations: 
 
1.  MINIMUM LOT AREA - Three thousand (3,000) square feet. 
 
2.  MINIMUM LOT WIDTH - Thirty (30) feet. 
 
3. MINIMUM FRONT YARD SETBACK - No restrictions. 
 
4.  MINIMUM SIDE YARD SETBACK ON EACH SIDE OF LOT – Three (3) feet. 
 
5.  MINIMUM REAR YARD SETBACK - Fifteen (15) feet. 
 
6.  MAXIMUM BUILDING HEIGHT - Forty (40) feet. 
 
7.  In the case of this zone, more than one principal building, as herein defined, 

may be constructed on one lot. 
 
E.  OTHER DEVELOPMENT CONTROLS: 

 
1.  Off-street parking and loading and/or unloading is not required, except that any 

existing area on site available for off-street parking shall be used.  Future 
building additions shall not utilize any existing area available or currently used 
for off-street parking. 

 
2.  No outdoor storage shall be permitted in this zone except within enclosed 

containers or structures. 
 
3.  No lighting shall be permitted which would glare from this zone onto any street, 

or into any residential zone. 
 
4.  When any permitted use in this zone abuts a residential zone, a ten (10) foot 

wide buffer area, as regulated by Section 9.17 of this Ordinance, shall be 
required. 

 
5.  No use producing objectionable odors, noise, or dust shall be permitted within 

five hundred (500) feet from the boundary of any Residential Zone. 
 
6.  All business activities permitted within this zone shall be conducted within a 

completely enclosed building with the exception of off-street parking and 
loading and/or unloading areas. 

 
7.  A development plan, as regulated by Section 9.19 of this Ordinance, shall be 

required for any use permitted in this zone. 
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8.  Adult use bookstores / video stores, adult use entertainment establishments 
and/or adult use theaters are subject to the following requirements: 
 
a.  No adult use bookstore / video store, adult use entertainment 

establishment and/or adult use theater, as defined in this Ordinance, shall 
be located within 250 feet of any other such use, or located within 250 feet 
of the boundaries of any residential zone, or 250 feet from existing 
residential areas defined for the purpose of this section as a block frontage 
developed with 50% or more residential uses; or located within 500 feet 
of any permanent structure used as a religious institution, or located within 
one thousand (1,000) feet of any educational facility. 

 
b.  All existing operational adult use bookstore / video store, adult use 

entertainment establishment and/or adult use theater that do not presently 
meet any or all of the requirements described in part (a) above, shall be 
deemed a non-conforming use. 

 
c.  Such restriction, as related to distance requirements, shall be enforced in 

any and all directions, including but not limited to, north, south, east, west, 
and where vertical horizontal distance measurements are required, such 
restrictions shall likewise apply. 

 
d.  The measurement of distance as provided for herein shall be measured 

in a straight line from and to the nearest points of the respective properties 
as referred to herein. 

 
9.  Existing storefronts shall not be converted into Residential Dwelling Units on 

the 1st floor. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[The remainder of this page intentionally left blank.] 
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SECTION 10.11 - NC-2 (NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL-TWO ZONE): 
 
A.  PERMITTED USES: 

 
1.  Animal Grooming Service. 
 
2.  Animal Hospital / Clinic. 
 
3.  Antique Shop. 
 
4.  Apparel / Clothing Shop 
 
5.  Bakery, Retail. 
 
6.  Bank. 
 
7.  Barber Shop. 
 
8.  Beauty Salon. 
 
9.  Bookstore / Gift Shop. 

 
10.  Coffee House. 
 
11.  Dance Hall. 
 
12.  Drug Store / Pharmacy. 
 
13.  Electronics Store. 
 
14.  Exterminator / Pest Control. 
 
15.  Florist. 
 
16.  General Store. 
 
17.  Hardware Store. 
 
18.  Home Decorating Store. 
 
19.  Jewelry Store. 
 
20.  Laundromat / Dry Cleaners. 
 
21.  Locksmith Shop. 
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22.  Massage Establishment 
 
23.  Music Store. 
 
24.  Office. 
 
25.  Office, Professional. 
 
26.  Pet Shop. 
 
27.  Photography, Retail Store. 
 
28.  Post Office. 
 
29.  Print / Copy Shop. 
 
30.  Residential Dwelling Units, as part of the principal structure. 
 
31.  Restaurant, Carry Out. 
 
32.  Restaurant, Neighborhood. 
 
33.  Restaurant, Sit Down. 
 
34.  Studio, Professional. 
 
35.  Sweet Shop. 
 
36.  Tailor / Sewing Shop. 
 
37.  Tanning Studio. 
 
38.  Thrift Store. 
 
39.  Toy Store. 
 
40.  Variety Store. 
 
41.  Video Store. 

 
B.  ACCESSORY STRUCTURES AND USES: 

 
1.  Customary accessory structures and uses. 
 
2.  Fences and walls, as regulated by Article XII of this Ordinance. 
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3.  Signs, as regulated by Article XV of this Ordinance. 
 
C.  CONDITIONAL USES: The following uses or any customary accessory buildings 

or uses subject to the approval of the Board of Adjustment, as set forth in Article 
XVIII of this Ordinance: 
 
1.  Adult Day Care Facility. 
 
2.  Assisted Living / Residential Care Facilities. 
 
3.  Banquet Hall 
 
4.  Child Care Center. 
 
5.  Clinic, Human Care. 
 
6.  Condominiums. 
 
7.  Educational Facilities. 
 
8.  Elderly / Retirement Housing. 
 
9.  Governmental Facilities. 

 
10.  Hospital / Health Care Facility. 
 
11.  Outdoor Dining Areas - provided that such area meets the following minimum  

requirements: 
 
a.  Such area shall be designed to clearly identify the limits of the outdoor 

dining area. 
 
b.  Such area shall not exceed forty (40) percent of the maximum seating 

capacity of the indoor dining area. 
 
c.  Entertainment and serving of alcoholic beverages shall not be permitted 

within the outdoor dining areas. 
 
d.  Such area shall not be permitted to locate within any minimum required 

front, side, or rear yards, except where a variance has been approved by 
the Board of Adjustment. 

 
12.  Religious Institutions. 

 
a.  Are located adjacent to an arterial or collector street. 
 



Article X – Zones 

Zoning Ordiance – 2018   10-42 
City of Bellevue, KY   

b.  Any interior modification shall be described in the application and shall not 
be injurious to the historic character of the structure, woodwork, stairways, 
fireplaces, windows and doors, cornices, festoons, molding, chair rails, or 
light fixtures. 

 
c.  Minimal outward modification of the structure or grounds may be made 

only if such changes are compatible with the character of the area or 
neighborhood.  The Historic Preservation Commission must approve such 
changes. 

 
d.  Off-street parking must be provided in accordance with section 13.2 (CC). 
 

13. Bed & Breakfast establishments, as set forth in SECTION 9.34 REGULATION 

OF BED AND BREAKFAST ESTABLISHMENTS of this Ordinance. 

 
 

D.  AREA AND HEIGHT REGULATIONS: No building shall be erected or structurally 
altered hereafter except in accordance with the following regulations: 
 
1.  MINIMUM LOT AREA - Three thousand (3,000) square feet. 
 
2.  MINIMUM LOT WIDTH - Thirty (30) feet; 
 
3.  MINIMUM FRONT YARD SETBACK - No restrictions. 
 
4.  MINIMUM SIDE YARD SETBACK ON EACH SIDE OF LOT – Three (3) feet. 
 
5.  MINIMUM REAR YARD SETBACK - Fifteen (15) feet. 
 
6.  MAXIMUM BUILDING HEIGHT - Forty (40) feet. 
 
7.  In the case of this zone, more than one principal building, as herein defined, 

may be constructed on one lot. 
 
E.  OTHER DEVELOPMENT CONTROLS: 

 
1.  Off-street parking and loading and/or unloading is not required, except that any 

existing area on site available for off-street parking shall be used.  Future 
building additions shall not utilize any existing area available or currently used 
for off-street parking. 

 
2.  No outdoor storage shall be permitted in this zone except within enclosed 

containers or structures. 
 
3.  No lighting shall be permitted which would glare from this zone onto any street, 

or into any residential zone. 
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4.  When any permitted use in this zone abuts a residential zone, a ten (10) foot 

wide buffer area, as regulated by Section 9.17 of this Ordinance, shall be 
required. 

 
5.  No use producing objectionable odors, noise, or dust shall be permitted within 

five hundred (500) feet from the boundary of any residential zone. 
 
6.  All business activities permitted within this zone shall be conducted within a 

completely enclosed building with the exception of off-street parking and 
loading and/or unloading areas, except as herein provided. 

 
7.  A development plan, as regulated by Section 9.19 of this Ordinance, shall be 

required for any use permitted in this zone. 
 
8.  An adult use bookstore / video store, adult use entertainment establishment 

and an adult use theater are subject to the following requirements: 
 
a.  No adult use bookstore / video store, adult use entertainment 

establishment and/or adult use theater, as defined in this Ordinance, shall 
be located within 250 feet of any other such use, or located within 250 feet 
of the boundaries of any residential zone, or 250 feet from existing 
residential areas defined for the purpose of this section as a block frontage 
developed with 50% or more residential uses; or located within 500 feet 
of any permanent structure used as a religious institution, or located within 
one thousand (1,000) feet of any educational facility. 

 
b.  All existing operational adult use bookstore / video store, adult use 

entertainment establishment and/or adult use theater that do not presently 
meet any or all of the requirements described in part (a) above, shall be 
deemed a non-conforming use. 

 
c.  Such restriction, as related to distance requirements, shall be enforced in 

any and all directions, including but not limited to, north, south, east, west, 
and where vertical horizontal distance measurements are required, such 
restrictions shall likewise apply.  The measurement of distance as 
provided for herein shall be measured in a straight line from and to the 
nearest points of the respective properties as referred to herein. 

 
9.  Existing storefronts shall not be converted into Residential Dwelling Units on 

the 1st floor. 
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SECTION 10.12 – NC-3 (NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL-THREE ZONE) 
 
A.  PERMITTED USES: 

 
1.  Animal Grooming Service. 
 

2.  Animal Hospital / Clinic. 
 

3.  Antique Shop. 
 

4.  Apparel / Clothing Shop. 
 

5.  Arcade, Amusement. 
 

6.  Art Gallery. 
 

7.  Art / Craft / Hobby Shop. 
 

8.  Automobile Dealership. 
 

9.  Automobile Parts / Supply, Retail. 
 

10.  Automobile Repair Services. 
 

11.  Bakery, Retail. 
 

12.  Bank. 
 

13.  Bar / Tavern / Saloon. 
 

14.  Barber Shop. 
 

15.  Beauty Salon. 
 

16.  Bookstore / Gift Shop. 
 

17.  Bowling Alley. 
 

18.  Brew Pub. 
 

19.  Car Wash, Self-Service. 
 

20.  Club. 
 

21.  Coffee House. 
 

22.  Dance Hall. 
 

23.  Drug Store / Pharmacy. 
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24.  Electronics Store. 
 

25.  Exterminator / Pest Control. 
 

26.  Florist. 
 

27.  Fortune Telling. 
 

28.  Gas Station. 
 

29.  Gas Station Minimart. 
 

30.  General Store. 
 

31.  Gun Shop / Firearms Dealer. 
 

32.  Hardware Store. 
 

33.  Home Decorating Store. 
 

34.  Jewelry Store. 
 

35.  Laboratory, Medical / Dental. 
 

36.  Laundromat / Dry Cleaners 
 

37.  Library. 
 

38.  Liquor Store. 
 

39.  Locksmith Shop. 
 

40.  Meeting Halls / Lodges. 
 

41.  Massage Establishments. 
 

42.  Movie Theater. 
 

43.  Museum. 
 

44.  Music Store. 
 

45.  Nightclub. 
 

46.  Nursery. 
 

47.  Office. 
 

48.  Office, Professional. 
 

49.  Oil Change Facility. 
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50.  Park. 
 

51.  Pawnshop. 
 

52.  Pet Shop. 
 

53.  Photography, Retail Store. 
 

54.  Pool / Billiard Hall. 
 

55.  Post Office. 
 

56.  Print / Copy Shop. 
 

57.  Restaurant, Carry Out. 
 

58.  Restaurant, Fast Food. 
 

59.  Restaurant, Neighborhood. 
 

60.  Restaurant, Sit Down. 
 

61.  Service Station. 
 

62.  Sporting Goods Store. 
 

63.  Studio, Professional. 
 

64.  Sweet Shop. 
 

65.  Tailor / Sewing Shop. 
 

66.  Tanning Studio. 
 

67.  Tattoo Parlor / Body Piercing Studio / Body Painting Studio. 
 

68.  Theater. 
 

69.  Thrift Store. 
 

70.  Toy Store. 
 

71.  Variety Store. 
 

72.  Video Store. 
   

B.  ACCESSORY STRUCTURES AND USES: 
 
1.  Customary accessory structures and uses. 
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2.  Fences and walls, as regulated by Article XII of this Ordinance. 
 
3.  Signs, as regulated by Article XV of this Ordinance. 

 
C. CONDITIONAL USES: The following uses or any customary accessory buildings 

or uses subject to the approval of the Board of Adjustment, as set forth in Article 
XVIII of this Ordinance: 

 
1.  Adult Day Care Facility. 
 
2.  Assisted Living / Residential Care Facilities. 
 
3.  Child Care Center. 
 
4.  Clinic, Human Care. 
 
5.  Educational Facilities. 
 
6.  Elderly / Retirement Housing. 
 
7.  Governmental Facilities. 
 
8.  Hospital / Health Care Facility. 
 
9. Outdoor Dining Areas - provided that such area meets the following minimum 

requirements: 
 
a.  Such area shall be designed to clearly identify the limits of the outdoor 

dining area. 
 
b.  Such area shall not exceed forty (40) percent of the maximum seating 

capacity of the indoor dining area. 
 
c.  Entertainment and serving of alcoholic beverages shall not be permitted 

within the outdoor dining areas. 
 
d.  Such area shall not be permitted to locate within any minimum required 

front, side, or rear yards, except where a variance has been approved by 
the Board of Adjustment. 

 
10.  Religious Institutions. 

 
a.  Are located adjacent to an arterial or collector street. 
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b.  Any interior modification shall be described in the application and shall not 
be injurious to the historic character of the structure, woodwork, stairways, 
fireplaces, windows and doors, cornices, festoons, molding, chair rails, or 
light fixtures. 

 
c.  Minimal outward modification of the structure or grounds may be made 

only if such changes are compatible with the character of the area or 
neighborhood.   

 
d.  Off-street parking must be provided in accordance with section 13.2 (CC). 

 

11. Bed & Breakfast establishments, as set forth in SECTION 9.34 REGULATION 

OF BED AND BREAKFAST ESTABLISHMENTS of this Ordinance. 

 
D.  AREA AND HEIGHT REGULATIONS: No building shall be erected or structurally 

altered hereafter except in accordance with the following regulations: 
 
1.  MINIMUM LOT AREA - Three thousand (3,000) square feet. 
 
2.  MINIMUM LOT WIDTH - Thirty (30) feet. 
 
3.  MINIMUM FRONT YARD SETBACK - No restrictions. 
 
4.  MINIMUM SIDE YARD SETBACK ON EACH SIDE OF LOT – Three (3) feet. 
 
5.  MINIMUM REAR YARD SETBACK - Fifteen (15) feet 
 
6.  MAXIMUM BUILDING HEIGHT - Forty (40) feet 
 
7.  In the case of this zone, more than one principal building, as herein defined, 

may be constructed on one lot. 
 
E.  OTHER DEVELOPMENT CONTROLS: 

1.  Off-street parking and loading and/or unloading is not required, except that any 
existing area on site available for off-street parking shall be used.  Future 
building additions shall not utilize any existing area available or currently used 
for off-street parking. 

 
2.  No outdoor storage shall be permitted in this zone except within enclosed 

containers or structures. 
 
3.  No lighting shall be permitted which would glare from this zone onto any street, 

or into any residential zone. 
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4.  When any permitted use in this zone abuts a residential zone, a ten (10) foot 
wide buffer area, as regulated by Section 9.17 of this Ordinance, shall be 
required. 

 
5.  No use producing objectionable odors, noise, or dust shall be permitted within 

five hundred (500) feet from the boundary of any residential zone. 
 
6.  All business activities permitted within this zone shall be conducted within a 

completely enclosed building with the exception of off-street parking and 
loading and/or unloading areas, except as herein provided. 

 
7.  A development plan, as regulated by Section 9.19 of this Ordinance, shall be 

required for any use permitted in this zone. 
 
8.  Adult use bookstores / video stores, adult use entertainment establishments 

and/or adult use theaters are subject to the following requirements: 
 
a.  No adult use bookstore / video store, adult use entertainment 

establishment and/or adult use theater, as defined in this Ordinance, shall 
be located within 250 feet of any other such use, or located within 250 feet 
of the boundaries of any residential zone, or 250 feet from existing 
residential areas defined for the purpose of this section as a block frontage 
developed with 50% or more residential uses; or located within 500 feet 
of any permanent structure used as a religious institution, or located within 
one thousand (1,000) feet of any educational facility. 

 
b.  All existing operational adult use bookstore / video store, adult use 

entertainment establishment and/or adult use theater that do not presently 
meet any or all of the requirements described in part (a) above, shall be 
deemed a non-conforming use. 

 
c.  Such restriction, as related to distance requirements, shall be enforced in 

any and all directions, including but not limited to, north, south, east, west, 
and where vertical horizontal distance measurements are required, such 
restrictions shall likewise apply.  The measurement of distance as 
provided for herein shall be measured in a straight line from and to the 
nearest points of the respective properties as referred to herein. 
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SECTION 10.13 - SC (SHOPPING CENTER) ZONE 
 
A.  PERMITTED USES: 

 
1.  Animal Grooming Service. 
 
2.  Animal Hospital / Clinic. 
 
3.  Antique Shop. 
 
4.  Apparel / Clothing Shop. 
 
5.  Arcade, Amusement. 
 
6.  Art Gallery. 
 
7.  Art / Craft / Hobby Shop. 
 
8.  Automotive Parts / Supply, Retail. 
 
9.  Automobile Repair Services. 

 
10.  Bakery, Retail. 
 
11.  Bank. 
 
12.  Bar / Tavern / Saloon. 
 
13.  Barber Shop. 
 
14.  Beauty Salon. 
 
15.  Bookstore / Gift Shop. 
 
16.  Brew Pub. 
 
17.  Car Wash, Self-Service. 
 
18.  Club. 
 
19.  Coffee House. 
 
20.  Dance Hall. 
 
21.  Department Store. 
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22.  Drug Store / Pharmacy. 
 
23.  Electronics Store. 
 
24.  Exterminator / Pest Control. 
 
25.  Fitness Center / Health Club. 
 
26.  Florist. 
 
27.  Gas Station. 
 
28.  Gas Station Minimart. 
 
29.  General Store. 
 
30.  Grocery Store. 
 
31.  Gun Shop / Firearms Dealer. 
 
32.  Hardware Store. 
 
33.  Home Decorating Store. 
 
34.  Home Improvement Center. 
 
35.  Hotel / Motel. 
 
36.  Hotel / Motel, Extended Stay. 
 
37.  Jewelry Store. 
 
38.  Laboratory, Medical and Dental. 
 
39.  Laundromat / Dry Cleaners. 
 
40.  Lending Establishment 
 
41.  Library. 
 
42.  Liquor Store. 
 
43.  Locksmith Shop. 
 
44.  Meeting Halls / Lodges. 
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45.  Massage Establishments. 
 
46.  Movie Theater. 
 
47.  Museum. 
 
48.  Music Store. 
 
49.  Nightclub. 
 
50.  Nursery. 
 
51.  Office Building. 
 
52.  Office, Class A 
 
53.  Office, Class B 
 
54.  Office, Class C 
 
55.  Office, Professional. 
 
56.  Oil Change Facility. 
 
57.  Park. 
 
58.  Pawnshop. 
 
59.  Pet Shop. 
 
60.  Photography, Retail Store. 
 
61.  Pool / Billiard Hall. 
 
62.  Post Office. 
 
63.  Print / Copy Shop. 
 
64.  Restaurant, Carry Out. 
 
65.  Restaurant, Fast Food. 
 
66.  Restaurant, Neighborhood. 
 
67.  Restaurant, Sit Down. 
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68.  Service Station. 
 
69.  Shopping Center. 
 
70.  Shopping Mall. 
 
71.  Sporting Goods Store. 
 
72.  Studio, Professional. 
 
73.  Supermarket. 
 
74.  Sweet Shop. 
 
75.  Tailor / Sewing Shop. 
 
76.  Tanning Studio. 
 
77.  Tattoo Parlor / Body Piercing Studio / Body Painting Studio. 
 
78.  Theater. 
 
79.  Thrift Store. 
 
80.  Toy Store. 
 
81.  Variety Store. 
 
82.  Video Store. 

  
B.  ACCESSORY STRUCTURES AND USES: 

 
1.  Customary accessory structures and uses. 
 
2.  Fences and walls, as regulated by Article XII of this Ordinance. 
 
3.  Signs as regulated by Article XIV of this Ordinance. 
 
4.  The normal processing and assembly, within an enclosed building, of items or 

products for sale and/or service exclusively on the premises is permitted. 
 
C.  CONDITIONAL USES: The following uses or any customary accessory buildings 

or uses subject to the approval of the Board of Adjustment, as set forth in Article 
XVIII of this Ordinance: 
 
1.  Adult Day Care Facility. 
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2.  Assisted Living / Residential Care Facilities.  
 
3.  Automotive sales and leasing 
 
4.  Child Care Center. 
 
5.  Clinic, Human Care. 
 
6.  Educational Facilities. 
 
7.  Elderly / Retirement Housing. 
 
8.  Governmental Facilities. 
 
9.  Hospital / Health Care Facility. 

 
10.  Marine sales and service 
 
11.  Religious Institutions. 
 
12.  Outdoor Dining Areas - provided that such area meets the following minimum 

requirements: 
 
a.  Such area shall be designed to clearly identify the limits of the outdoor 

dining area 
 
b.  Such area shall not exceed forty (40) percent of the maximum seating 

capacity of the indoor dining area 
 
c.  Entertainment and serving of alcoholic beverages shall not be permitted 

within the outdoor dining areas 
 
d.  Such area shall not be permitted to locate within any minimum required  

front, side, or rear yards, except where a variance has been approved by 
the Board of Adjustment. 

 

13. Bed & Breakfast establishments, as set forth in SECTION 9.34 REGULATION 

OF BED AND BREAKFAST ESTABLISHMENTS of this Ordinance. 

 
D.  AREA AND HEIGHT REGULATIONS: No building shall be erected or structurally 

altered hereafter except in accordance with the following regulations: 
 
1.  MINIMUM BUILDING SITE AREA - One (1) acre. (In the case of this zone, 

more than one principal building, as defined herein, may be permitted to be 
constructed within the minimum building site area). 
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2.  MINIMUM YARD SETBACK REQUIREMENTS - Fifty (50) feet for each front, 

side (on each side of the building) and rear yards. 
 
3.  MAXIMUM BUILDING HEIGHT - Forty (40) feet. 

 
E.  OTHER DEVELOPMENT CONTROLS: 

 
1.  Off-street parking and loading and/or unloading shall be provided in 

accordance with Articles XIII and XIV. 
 
2.  No outdoor storage shall be permitted in this zone, except within enclosed 

containers or structures. 
 
3.  No lighting shall be permitted which would glare from this zone onto any street, 

or into any adjacent property. 
 
4.  Where any yard of any use permitted in this zone abuts a residential zone, a 

ten (10) foot wide buffer area, as regulated by Section 9.17 of this Ordinance, 
shall be required. 

 
5.  No use producing objectionable odors, noise, or dust shall be permitted within 

five hundred (500) feet from the boundary of any residential zone. 
 
6.  All business activities permitted within this zone shall be conducted within a 

completely enclosed building with the exception of off-street parking and 
loading and/or unloading areas. 

 
7.  A development plan, as regulated by Section 9.19 of this Ordinance, shall be 

required for any use permitted in this zone. Such site plan shall include the 
layout of the entire area of the proposed shopping center and shall take into 
consideration good shopping design (i.e., internal and external good 
pedestrian, and vehicle access) and functional relationship of uses within the 
shopping center. 

 

 

 

 

[The remainder of this page intentionally left blank.] 
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SECTION 10.14 - MLU (MIXED LAND USE) ZONE 
 
A.  PURPOSE: The purpose of the Mixed Land Use Zone (MLU) is to provide for the 

combining of offices, residential uses and retail and service uses within a planned 
development.  Such development is intended to be designed to provide for a group 
of activities that are functionally integrated relative to land uses, vehicular and 
pedestrian circulation and the arrangement of structures. In addition, the intent of 
the zone is to promote flexibility in design and planned diversification in the 
relationships between location of and types of uses and structures; promote the 
advantages of modern large scale site planning for community development 
through the efficient use of land, facilitating a more economic arrangement of 
buildings, circulation systems, land uses, and utilities; preserve, to the greatest 
extent possible, the existing landscape features and amenities; and to utilize such 
features in a harmonious fashion; provide for more useable and suitably located 
open space facilities and common facilities than would otherwise be provided 
under conventional land development procedures, but always with the intention of 
furthering the public health, safety, and general welfare. 

 
B.  GENERAL: A Mixed Land Use Zone may be permitted provided that conditions 

and provisions of this Section of the Ordinance, the applicable requirements of the 
Subdivision Regulations, and any additional requirements as may be determined 
necessary to provide for the most efficient layout of the MLU Zone and its proper 
integration with the surrounding development are met; and a public hearing is held 
on the MLU application. 

 
C.  APPLICATION AND PROCESSING: Applications for Mixed Land Use Zone shall 

be processed in two (2) stages: 
 
1.  Stage I - Application for a map amendment to zone an area for Mixed Land Use 

(MLU) shall be accompanied by a development plan, in accordance with the 
Stage I Plan requirements, of this section. If an area, however, is zoned MLU 
at the time the original zoning for the area is established (through annexation) 
the submission of the Stage I Development Plan for review by the Planning 
Commission and the legislative body, shall not be required until the area is 
proposed to be developed. 
 
a.  The Planning Commission shall hold a public hearing on the proposed 

application (development plan Stage I and where applicable, the zoning 
map amendment), in accordance with the requirements of KRS Chapter 
424, and review said application with regard to its compliance with the 
stated purpose of the MLU Zone, the criteria for evaluation of a MLU Zone 
as set forth in Subsection F, the required elements of the Stage I 
Development Plan and other applicable requirements of this Section. 
Upon holding such hearing, the Planning Commission shall make one of 
the following recommendations to the legislative body: approval, approval 
with conditions, or disapproval.  The Planning Commission shall submit, 
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along with their recommendations, a copy of the Stage I Plan and the 
bases for their recommendations. 

 
b.  The legislative body shall, within ninety (90) days after receiving the 

recommendations of the Planning Commission, review said 
recommendations and take action to approve or disapprove said MLU 
application. Such action may incorporate any conditions imposed by the 
Planning Commission.  However, should the legislative body take action 
to impose different conditions than were reviewed and considered by the 
Planning Commission, then said conditions shall be resubmitted to the 
Planning Commission for further review and recommendation, in 
accordance with Subsection C (1)(a), above. Approval of the MLU Zone 
shall require that development be in conformance with the Stage I 
Approved Plan. 

 
2.  Stage II - Plan and Record Plat - A Stage II Plan and Record Plat shall be 

developed in conformity with the Stage I Approved Plan and in accordance with 
the requirements of Section 9.20, B and C, and submitted to the Planning 
Commission and the legislative body for its review and approval.  Except for 
the manner of submission and processing, the Subdivision Regulations may be 
waived, where applicable, and the requirements of Section 9.20, B and C, shall 
be substituted therefore. Those requirements not specifically waived by the 
Planning Commission shall conform to the Subdivision Regulations. 
 
a.  The Planning Commission shall review the submitted Stage II Plan with 

regard to its compliance with the required elements of Section 9.20 (B), 
for Stage II Plans, other applicable elements of this Ordinance and other 
applicable regulations, and its conformity with the Stage I Approved Plan. 
Minor adjustments from the Stage I Approved Plan may be permitted, 
provided that the adjustments do not change land uses, increase overall 
density, alter circulation patterns (vehicular and pedestrian) or decrease 
the amount and/or usability of open space or recreation areas, or conflict 
with other applicable requirements of this Ordinance (e.g., parking 
requirements). The Planning Commission, upon completion of its review 
of proposed Stage II Plan, shall make one of the following 
recommendations to the legislative body: approval, approval with 
conditions, or disapproval.  The Planning Commission shall submit, along 
with its recommendations, a copy of the Stage II Plan and the basis for 
their recommendations. 

 
b.  The legislative body shall within ninety (90) days after receiving the 

recommendation of the Planning Commission, review said 
recommendations and take action to approve or disapprove the Stage II 
Planning Commission. However, should the legislative body take action 
to impose different conditions than were reviewed and considered by the 
Planning Commission, then said conditions shall be resubmitted to the 
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Planning Commission for further review and recommendation, in 
accordance with Subsection (C)(2)(a) above. 
 
Upon approval of the Stage II Plan, by the legislative body, a copy of said 
plan shall be forwarded to the: (1) Zoning Administrator, who shall grant 
permits only in accordance with the Stage II approved plan and other 
regulations, as may be required by this Ordinance: (2) the Planning 
Commission. 

 
c.  Upon approval of the Stage II Plan, the Planning Commission shall review 

the submitted Record Plat, if applicable, with regard to its compliance with 
the required elements of Section 9.20 (C), for record plats, the applicable 
requirements of the Subdivision Regulations, and its conformance with 
the Stage II Approved Plan. Upon Planning Commission approval of the 
Record Plat, copies of said plat, certified by the Planning Commission, 
and suitable for recording, shall be forwarded to the office of the County 
Clerk to be recorded. 

 
D.  PERMITTED USES: The following uses are permitted in the MLU Zone. Said uses 

shall be clearly delineated on the Stage I and Stage II Plans: 
 
1.  Hotels / Motels – including extended stay. 
 
2.  Offices – including professional, class A, class B, and class C. 
 
3.  Parking Buildings / Garages. 
 
4.  Public and Semi-Public Facilities - including educational facilities, 

governmental facilities, libraries, and religious institutions. 
 
5.  Residential - including single-family, attached and detached; two-family; and 

multi-family. 
 
6.  Recreational Facilities - including golf courses, country clubs, community 

centers, and parks. 
 
7.  Restaurants – including carry out, fast food, neighborhood, sit down, and brew 

pubs. 
 
8.  Retail and Service Facilities. 
 
9.  The following uses are permitted providing that the development of all facilities 

in or adjacent to navigable waters shall be approved by the Corps of 
Engineers, Department of the Army, and the Division of Water, Kentucky 
Department for Natural Resources and Environmental Protection. Such 
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statements of approval or denial shall be submitted to the Board of Adjustment 
at the time of submittal for a conditional zoning certificate. 

 
a.  Boat harbors and marinas.  The following uses shall be permitted as 

accessory use in connection with any boat harbor or marina provided they 
are primarily intended to serve only persons using the boat harbor or 
marina: 

 
• Boat fueling, service and repairs. 
 
• Sale of boat supplies. 
 
• Grocery Store. 
 
• Restaurant. 

 
b.  Recreational boat landing, docking and launching facilities. 
 
c.  Off-street parking facilities including facilities for temporary parking of boat 

trailers. 
 
E. BUFFERING: The MLU development shall be adequately buffered from adjacent 

residential development in accordance with Section 9.17 of this Ordinance. 
 
F.  CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION OF A MLU ZONE AND STAGE I PLAN: The criteria 

established in this section are to be used as a basis in reviewing any application 
for amendment to a MLU Zone. The criteria are as follows: 
 
1.  A positive finding shall be made in regard to the following factors: 

 
a. The proposed application is in agreement with the planning unit's 

Comprehensive Plan. 
 
b.  The proposed development is located adjacent to an arterial and/or 

collector street. 
 
c.  Open space areas are appropriately provided. Such open space is to be 

well-designed and located to meet the needs of the proposed 
development, considering such factors as size, shape, location, and 
topography of the space. 

 
d.  The proposed development provides for a mixture of different land use 

types that comprise a unified development concept. 
 
e.  The Stage I Plan includes all applicable requirements of Section 10.13 

(G). 



Article X – Zones 

Zoning Ordiance – 2018   10-61 
City of Bellevue, KY   

 
2.  Consideration shall also be given to the following factors: 

 
a. The adequacy of the proposed site, considering such factors as the 

sufficiency of the size of the site to comply with the established criteria, 
the configuration of the site, and the extent to which the site is formed by 
logical boundaries (based on topography, natural features, streets, 
relationship of adjacent uses, etc.). 

 
b.  The nature and extent of the proposed mix of land use types, considering 

the types of uses proposed in relation to the unique characteristics of the 
site, and the current or anticipated need for such use (s). 

 
c.  The extent to which the proposed design, as indicated in the Stage I Plan, 

is compatible with adjacent properties. Compatibility shall be reviewed in 
terms of intensity of land use type in relation to the general character of 
the surrounding area, the scale (e.g., height and mass of structures) of 
the proposed development; location of open spaces and size of setbacks; 
provision of buffer areas or utilization of natural features; the transition of 
land use types based on the proposed design; and the impact of the 
proposed development on adjacent uses, such as noise, visual impact, 
hours of operation, traffic circulation, etc. 

 
d.  The amount of traffic that would be generated by the proposed operation 

and the ability of the existing highway system to adequately handle said 
traffic. Where deficiencies exist, proposed traffic improvements that would 
correct such deficiencies may be considered. 

 
e.  The extent to which the design of the internal street system provided for 

the efficient and safe movement of traffic within and adjacent to the site, 
and to and from the site without adversely affecting the ability of the 
adjoining street system to carry traffic. 

 
G.  DEVELOPMENT PLAN REQUIREMENTS: STAGE I -- PLAN REQUIREMENTS: 

The Stage I Plan shall identify and provide the following information, drawn to a 
scale not smaller than one (1) inch equals one hundred (100) feet: 
 
1.  General 

 
a.  The total area in the project. 
 
b.  The present zoning of the subject property and all adjacent properties 
 
c.  All public and private rights-of-way and easement lines located on the 

subject property. 
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d.  Existing topography, shown by contour with intervals not to exceed five 
(5) feet. 

 
e.  General description (text or map) of the proposed phasing of 

development. 
 
f.  General location of proposed streets. 
 
g.  A conceptual diagram (except for Phase I of the proposed project, which 

must meet the requirements as defined herein) indicating the anticipated 
location of the various proposed land uses within each phase of 
development (including open space as required by paragraph (L) of this 
section) and the approximate number of acres to be utilized by each type 
of land use. 

 
2.  Phase I - The Phase I portion of Submitted Stage I Plan shall provide at a 

minimum: 
 
a.  Location of structures and the description of the proposed development 

(office, hotel, retail, commercial, residential, etc.) to be located within the 
Phase I portion of the project. 

 
b.  The estimated gross floor area and/or number of rooms and/or the density 

of residential development of the various activities within Phase I portion 
of the project. 

 
c.  Approximate height of the proposed structures within the Phase I portion 

of the project. 
 
d.  The location and number of off-street parking spaces to be provided. 

 
3. Subsequent phases of development shall be reviewed by the Planning 

Commission and the legislative body to determine the conformance of such 
plans to the approved Stage I plan.  Plans for subsequent development of the 
area may be submitted for initial review in the same form as was required for 
Phase I of the development, with subsequent review as a Stage II, or as a 
direct application for Stage II review with such detail as is required by such a 
submission. 
 
STAGE II - The Stage II Plan shall be prepared in accordance with the 
requirements of Section 9.20, B, and C, of this ordinance. 

 
H.  HEIGHT, YARD AND SETBACK REGULATIONS: Requirements shall be as 

approved in the plan. 
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I.  OFF-STREET PARKING, LOADING AND/OR UNLOADING: Off-street parking 
and when applicable, loading and/or unloading facilities, shall be as approved in 
the plan. 

 
J.  FENCES, WALLS AND SIGNS: The location, height, and type of all fences, walls 

and signs shall be as approved in the plan. 
 
K.  EROSION AND SEDIMENTATION CONTROL: Effective erosion and 

sedimentation controls shall be planned and applied in accordance with Section 
9.7 of this ordinance. 

 
L.  AMENDMENTS: Any amendments to plans, except for the minor adjustments 

which may be permitted by the Planning Commission, shall be made in accordance 
with the procedure required by Subsection C. of this section. 

 
M.  EXPIRATION: Development plans with the MLU Zone shall be subject to the time 

constraints, as noted below. Upon expiration of said time period and any 
extensions thereto, the legislative body may initiate a request for a public hearing 
by the Planning Commission, in accordance with the requirements of KRS Chapter 
100, for the purpose of determining the appropriateness of the approved 
development plan. A public hearing may be initiated if either of the following 
conditions apply: 
 
1.  Stage II Development Plan has not been approved by the Planning 

Commission within a period of twenty-four (24) consecutive months from the 
date of the Stage I approved plan, except as agreed upon for the phasing of 
development by the legislative body;  provided that an extension may be 
permitted upon approval of the legislative body or their duly authorized 
representative that sufficient proof can be demonstrated that prevailing 
conditions have not changed appreciably to render the Stage I Approved Plan 
obsolete. 

 
2.  Substantial construction has not been initiated within a period of twelve (12) 

consecutive months from the date of approval of the Stage II Development Plan 
by the Planning Commission; provided that an extension may be permitted 
upon approval of the legislative body or its duly authorized representative, if 
sufficient proof can be demonstrated that the construction was delayed due to 
circumstances beyond the applicant's control, and that prevailing conditions 
have not changed appreciably to render the Stage I Approved Plan obsolete. 
The amount of construction constituting initiating substantial construction shall 
be as approved in the Stage II Approved Plan. 

 
N.  ACCESSORY STRUCTURES FOR CERTAIN NONCONFORMING USES: The 

Zoning Administrator shall have the authority to issue zoning permits for accessory 
structures serving nonconforming one or two family structures meeting the 
following criteria: 
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1.  Is subordinate to and serves a principal nonconforming one or two family 

structure. 
 
2.  Is subordinate in area, extent, or purpose, to the principal nonconforming one 

or two family structure served. 
 
3.  Contributes to the comfort, convenience, or necessity of the residents of the 

nonconforming one or two family structure served. 
 
4.  Is located on the same lot as the principal nonconforming one or two family 

structure. 
 
5.  Such accessory structures shall be limited to the following: 

 
a. Above ground swimming pools conforming to section 9.18. 
 
b. Fences conforming to Article XII. 
 
c. Sheds not exceeding 120 square feet. 
 
d. Satellite receiving antennas. 
 
e. Decks not exceeding 160 square feet. 

 
6.  Such accessory structures shall conform and be in compliance with all other 

applicable sections of the Official Zoning Regulations and codes of the City of 
Bellevue. 

 

 

 

 

[The remainder of this page intentionally left blank.] 
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SECTION 10.15 - HP (HISTORIC PRESERVATION) OVERLAY ZONE 
 
A.  PURPOSE: 

 
1. To preserve the structures, buildings, appurtenances, and places which are 

basic and of vital importance for the development of culture, because of their 
association with history, because of their unique architectural style and scale, 
including color, proportions, form, and architectural details; or because of their 
being a part of or related to a square, park or area of cultural, historical, or 
architectural importance to the City. 

 
2.  This zone is to work in conjunction with the other zones of this chapter and for 

the purpose of protecting and preserving the exterior of buildings, structures, 
appurtenances, and places. 

 
B.  PRINCIPAL PERMITTED USES AND STRUCTURES: Any permitted uses 

allowed in that particular zone in which the building and structure now exists and 
which does not destroy or change the exterior of the building or structure in 
accordance with the purpose of this zone. 

 
C.  PERMITTED ACCESSORY STRUCTURES AND USES: Any permitted accessory 

uses allowed in that particular zone in which the building or structure now exists 
and which does not destroy or change the appearance of the exterior of the 
building, structure, appurtenances, or place in accordance with the purpose of this 
zone. 

 
D.  CONDITIONAL USES: Same conditions or restrictions as described in part (C) 

above. 
 
E.  SPECIAL CONDITIONS: 
  

1.  Off-street parking as set forth in Article XIII of this ordinance. 
 
2.  No exterior alterations visible to the public, new construction, demolition or 

relocation shall be permitted unless a Certificate of Appropriateness has been 
obtained from the Bellevue Historic Preservation Commission. 

 
3. All proposed construction within the HP Overlay Zone shall be done in 

accordance with the Taylor's Daughters/Fairfield Avenue Design Review 
Guidelines Manual and the Bellevue Historic Preservation Ordinance. (Copies 
of the manual and ordinance are available at the City Building at 616 Poplar 
Avenue.) 

 
F.  APPLICATION OF ZONE: 
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1.  The historic preservation overlay zone is to work in conjunction with the existing 
zones set forth under this chapter and primarily with the zones listed as R-1 H, 
NC-1, and NC-2 but not limited to these zones. 

 
2.  The historic preservation overlay zone can also be applied in conjunction with 

the other zones in this chapter CO, R1A, R1B, R1C, R-2, NC-3, SC, R3-MF, 
MLU, and I-1 if this zone is so deemed necessary to preserve any historical or 
architectural design of any building or structure. 

 
3.  This zone is not limited to the existing zones in this chapter, but to the additions 

of future zones added to this chapter. 
 
4.  Upon approval of the HP Overlay Zone, the official zoning map shall be 

amended by adding the suffix HP to the existing zones.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[The remainder of this page intentionally left blank.] 
  



Article X – Zones 

Zoning Ordiance – 2018   10-67 
City of Bellevue, KY   

SECTION 10.16 - I-1 (INDUSTRIAL ONE) ZONE 
 
A.  PERMITTED USES: The following uses are permitted providing all uses are in 

compliance with the performance standards as set forth in Article XI of this 
ordinance. 
 
1.  The manufacturing, compounding, processing, packaging, or assembling of the 

following uses: 
 
a.  Candy and confectionery products, food and beverage products, except the 

rendering or refining of fats and oils and excluding poultry and animal 
slaughtering and dressing. 

 
b.  Cosmetics, pharmaceuticals and toiletries. 
 
c.  Electric appliances, television sets, phonographs, household appliances. 
 
d.  Electrical machinery, equipment and supplies. 
 
e.  Fountain and beverage dispensing equipment. 
 
f.  Furniture. 
 
g.  Instruments for professional, scientific, photographic and optical use. 
 
h.  Metal products, and metal finishing, excluding the use of blast furnaces or 

drop forges. 
 
i.  Musical instruments, toys, novelties, jewelry, rubber or metal stamps. 
 
j.  Office equipment. 
 
k.  Pottery and figurines. 
 
l.  Products from the following previously prepared materials: paper, glass, 

cellophane, leather, feathers, fur, precious or semi-precious metals, hair, 
horn, shell, tin, steel, wood, plastics, rubber, bone, cork, felt, fibers, yarn, 
wool, tobacco. 

 
m.  Textile products, canvas and burlap, clothing, cotton products, hosiery and 

knitting mills, rope and twine. 
 
2.  Agriculture. 
 
3.  Bottling and canning works. 
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4.  Brewing or distilling of liquors. 
 
5.  Dry Cleaning Plant. 
 
6.  Contractors' offices including storage of general construction equipment and 

vehicles. 
 
7.  Freight terminals. 
 
8.  Governmental Facilities. 
 
9.  Home Improvement Center. 

 
10.  Industrial engineering consultant offices. 
 
11.  Laboratories, offices, and other facilities for research, both basic and applied, 

conducted by or for an industrial organization or concern, whether public or 
private. 

 
12.  Machine shops. 
 
13.  Museum 
 
14.  Pet Day Care Facility 
 
15.  Printing, engraving and related reproduction processes. 
 
16.  Publishing and distribution of books, newspapers, and other printed materials. 
 
17.  Recycling Center. 
 
18.  Schools for industrial or business training. 
 
19.  Warehouse 
 
20.  Wholesale Establishment. 

 
B.  ACCESSORY STRUCTURES AND USES: 

 
1.  Customary accessory structures and uses, including operations required to 

maintain or support any use permitted in this zone on the same lot as the 
permitted use, such as maintenance shops, power plants, and machine shops. 

 
2.  Fences and walls as regulated by Article XII of this ordinance. 
 
3.  Signs, as regulated by Article XV of this ordinance. 
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4.  Uses, as listed below, including within and entered from within any use 

permitted in this zone as a convenience to the occupants thereof, and their 
customers providing such accessory uses shall not exceed ten (10) percent of 
the gross floor area of the permitted uses in the building and no exterior 
advertising displays shall be visible from outside the building. 
 
a.  Cafeterias. 
 
b.  Coffee shops or refreshment stands. 
 
c.  Soda or dairy bars. 

 
C.  AREA AND HEIGHT REGULATIONS: 

 
1.  MINIMUM TRACT FOR INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT - Ten (10) Acres, 

except where area restrictions are less, as identified in the adopted 
Comprehensive Plan; however, development of a smaller tract adjacent to an 
existing approved site may be permitted providing the proposed development 
conforms to and extends the original development as if the new site has been 
a part of the originally approved site plan layout. 

 
2.  MINIMUM LOT AREA WITHIN MINIMUM TRACT - One (1) acre. 
 
3.  MINIMUM LOT WIDTH - One hundred fifty (150) feet. 
 
4.  MINIMUM FRONT YARD SETBACK - Fifty (50) feet. 
 
5.  MINIMUM SIDE YARD SETBACK ON EACH SIDE OF LOT – Twenty-five (25)  

feet. 
 
6.  MINIMUM REAR YARD SETBACK - Fifty (50) feet. No rear yard is required 

where a rail spur forms the rear property line. 
 
7.  MAXIMUM BUILDING HEIGHT - forty (40) feet or three (3) stories. 

 
D.  OTHER DEVELOPMENT CONTROLS: 

 
1.  Off-street parking and loading and/or unloading shall be provided in 

accordance with Articles XIII and XIV of this Ordinance. 
 
2.  No lighting shall be permitted which would glare from this zone onto any street, 

or into any adjacent property. 
 
3.  Where any yard of any use permitted in this zone abuts a residential zone, a 

minimum yard requirement of fifty (50) feet for each side and /or rear yard 
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which abuts said zone shall be provided, ten (10) feet if which shall be 
maintained as a buffer area, as regulated by Section 9.17 of this ordinance. 

 
4.  A development plan, as regulated by Section 9.19 of this ordinance, shall be 

required for any use in this zone. 
 
5.  All outdoor storage must be in a structure enclosed on at least three sides and 

buffered from public view. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[The remainder of this page intentionally left blank.] 
 
 
 
  



Article X – Zones 

Zoning Ordiance – 2018   10-71 
City of Bellevue, KY   

SECTION 10.17 - C-1 (COMMERCIAL-ONE ZONE) 
 
A.  PERMITTED USES: 

 
1.  Antique Shop. 
 
2.  Arcade, Amusement. 
 
3.  Bowling Alley. 
 
4.  Clubs. 
 
5.  Fitness Center / Health Club. 
 
6.  Library. 
 
7.  Meeting Halls / Lodges. 
 
8.  Museum. 
 
9.  Office. 

 
10.  Office, Professional. 
 
11.  Recreational Facilities. 
 
12.  Restaurant, Neighborhood. 
 
13.  Restaurant, Sit Down. 
 
14.  Sexually Oriented Business. 
 
15.  Sporting Goods Store. 

 
B.  ACCESSORY STRUCTURES AND USES: 

 
1.  Customary accessory structures and uses. 
 
2.  Fences and walls, as regulated by Article XII of this Ordinance. 
 
3.  Signs, as regulated by Article XV of this Ordinance. 

 
C.  CONDITIONAL USES: The following uses or any customary accessory buildings 

or uses subject to the approval of the Board of Adjustment, as set forth in Article 
XVIII of this Ordinance: 
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1.  Adult Day Care Facilities. 
 
2.  Assisted Living / Residential Care Facilities. 
 
3.  Child Care Center. 
 
4.  Clinic, Human Care. 
 
5.  Educational Facilities. 
 
6.  Elderly / Retirement Housing. 
 
7.  Governmental Facilities. 
 
8.  Hospital / Health Care Facility. 
 
9.  Outdoor Dining Areas - provided that such area meets the following minimum 

requirements: 
 
a.  Such area shall be designed to clearly identify the limits of the outdoor 

dining area. 
 
b.  Such area shall not exceed forty (40) percent of the maximum seating 

capacity of the indoor dining area. 
 
c.  Entertainment shall not be permitted within the outdoor dining areas. 
 
d.  Such area shall not be permitted to locate within any minimum required 

front, side, or rear yards, except where a variance has been approved by 
the Board of Adjustment. 

 
10.  Religious Institutions: 

 
a. Are located adjacent to an arterial or collector street. 
 
b.  Any interior modification shall be described in the application and shall not 

be injurious to the historic character of the structure, woodwork, stairways, 
fireplaces, windows and doors, cornices, festoons, molding, chair rails, or 
light fixtures. 

 
c.  Minimal outward modification of the structure or grounds may be made only 

if such changes are compatible with the character of the neighborhood. The 
Historic Preservation Commission must approve such changes if the facility 
is located in the HP Overlay Zone. 

 
d.  Off-street parking must be provided in accordance with section 13.2 (CC). 



Article X – Zones 

Zoning Ordiance – 2018   10-73 
City of Bellevue, KY   

11. Bed & Breakfast establishments, as set forth in SECTION 9.34 REGULATION 

OF BED AND BREAKFAST ESTABLISHMENTS of this Ordinance. 

 
D.  AREA AND HEIGHT REGULATIONS: No building shall be erected or structurally 

altered hereafter except in accordance with the following regulations: 
 
1.  MINIMUM BUILDING SITE AREA – Five (5) acres. 
 
2.  MINIMUM LOT WIDTH – One hundred fifty (150) feet. 
 
3.  MINIMUM YARD SETBACK REQUIREMENTS – Fifty (50) feet for each front, 

side (on each side of the building) and rear yards. 
 
4.  MAXIMUM BUILDING HEIGHT - Forty (40) feet. 

 
E.  OTHER DEVELOPMENT CONTROLS: 

 
1.  Off-street parking and loading and/or unloading shall be provided in 

accordance with Articles XIII and XIV. 
 
2.  No outdoor storage shall be permitted in this zone except within enclosed 

containers or structures. 
 
3.  No lighting shall be permitted which would glare from this zone onto any street, 

or into any residential zone. 
 
4.  When any permitted use in this zone abuts a residential zone, a twenty (20) - 

foot wide buffer area, as regulated by Section 9.17 of this Ordinance, shall be 
required. 

 
5.  No use producing objectionable odors, noise, or dust shall be permitted. 
 
6.  All uses and/or business activities permitted within this zone shall be conducted 

within a completely enclosed building with the exception of off-street parking, 
recreational facilities, outdoor dining areas, and loading and/or unloading 
areas. 

 
7.  A development plan, as regulated by Section 9.19 of this Ordinance, shall be 

required for any use or enlargement/expansion of any use permitted in this 
zone. 
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ARTICLE XI - PERFORMANCE STANDARDS 
FOR INDUSTRIAL ZONES 

 
SECTION 11.0 - APPLICATION OF PERFORMANCE STANDARDS: After the effective 
date of this Ordinance, any use established or changed, and any building, structure, or 
tract of land developed, constructed or used for any permitted or permissible principal or 
accessory use in the industrial zone shall comply with all of the performance standards 
herein set forth for the district involved. If any existing use or building or other structure is 
extended, enlarged, or reconstructed, the performance standards for the district involved 
shall apply with respect to such extended, enlarged, or reconstructed portion or portions 
of such use or building or other structure. 
 
SECTION 11.1 - TIME SCHEDULE FOR COMPLIANCE OF PERFORMANCE 
STANDARDS: Except for standards regulated and enforced by the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky, compliance with the provisions of this article of the Ordinance shall be 
according to the following time schedule: 
 
A.  All new installations shall comply as of going into operation. 
 
B.  All existing installations not in compliance as of the effective date of the Ordinance 

shall be in compliance within one (1) calendar year of the effective date of this 
Ordinance unless the owner or person responsible for the operation of the 
installation shall have submitted to the Zoning Administrator a program and 
schedule for achieving compliance, such program and schedule to contain a date 
on or before which full compliance will be attained and such other information as 
the Zoning Administrator may require. If approved by the Zoning Administrator, 
such date will be the date on which the person shall comply. 

 
The Zoning Administrator may require persons submitting such program to submit 
subsequent periodic reports on progress in achieving compliance. 

 
SECTION 11.2 - PERFORMANCE STANDARDS: 
 
A.  BUILDING ENCLOSURES: In the I-1 industrial district, permitted uses shall be 

operated either within a completely enclosed building or within an area screened 
from view at the nearest district boundary, according to Section 9.17 and article 
XIV of this ordinance. 

 
B.  LANDSCAPING: In all industrial districts, all required yards shall either be open 

landscaped and grassed areas or be left in a natural state if acceptable to the 
Planning Commission. If said area is to be landscaped, it shall be landscaped 
attractively with lawn, trees, shrubs, etc., according to the initially submitted plans 
which were first approved for the development of such tract as a permitted use. 

 
In areas to be used for off-street parking, the parking arrangement and surfacing 
must likewise have been approved for the development of such tract as a permitted 
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use. Any landscaped areas shall be properly maintained thereafter in a well-kept 
condition. Parking areas shall likewise be maintained in good condition. Any areas 
left in a natural state shall be properly maintained in a well-kept condition. 

 
C.  NOISE: For the purpose of measuring the intensity and frequencies of a sound, a 

type 1 or type 2 sound level meter shall be employed that conforms to 
specifications published by the American National Standards Institute 
(specifications for Sound Level Meters S1.4 - 1971, or the latest edition of such 
standards, shall be used).  In the enforcement of the regulation, noises produced 
by the operation of motor vehicles or other transportation facilities shall not be 
included in determining the maximum permitted decibel level. The sound pressure 
of noise radiated continuously from any activity shall not exceed the value given in 
Tables 11-1 and 11-2 of this section, at the location of any receiving land use. If 
the noise is not smooth and continuous, one or more of the corrections in Table 
11-2 of this section may be added or subtracted from each of the decibel levels 
given in Table 11-1 of this Ordinance. 

 
In all districts, industrial noise shall be muffled so as not to become objectionable 
due to intermittence, beat, frequency, or shrillness. 

 
D.  ODOROUS MATTER: No emission of odorous matter shall be allowed in excess 

of ambient air quality standards as set forth by regulations adopted by the 
Kentucky Natural Resources Cabinet, Division of Air Pollution, Cincinnati Air 
Quality Region. 

 
E.  HUMIDITY, HEAT OR GLARE: In the I-1 District, any activity producing humidity, 

in the form of steam or moist air or producing heat or glare, shall be carried on in 
such a manner that the steam, humidity, heat or glare is not perceptible at any lot 
line. Detailed plans for the elimination of humidity, heat or glare may be required 
before the issuance of a building permit. 

 
F.  EXTERIOR LIGHTING: Any lights used for illumination, except for overhead street 

lighting and warning, or traffic signals shall direct light away from the adjoining 
zones. 

 
G.  VIBRATION:  Vibrations shall be measured at the lot line in the I-1 Districts. No 

vibration is permitted which is discernible to the human sense of feeling for three 
minutes or more duration in any one hour. Vibration shall not produce, at any time, 
an acceleration of more than 0.1 gravities or shall result in any combination of 
amplitudes and frequencies beyond the "safe" range of Table 7, United States 
Bureau of Mines Bulletin No.442, or any subsequent revision or amendment 
thereto, shall be used to compute all values for the enforcement of these 
provisions.  Detailed plans for the elimination of vibrations may be required before 
the issuance of any building permit. 
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H.  EMISSIONS AND OPEN BURNING: No emission of particulate matter, sulfur 
compound, carbon monoxide, hydro-carbon, nitrogen oxide, and open burning 
shall be allowed in all industrial zones in excess of regulations adopted by the 
Kentucky Natural Resources Cabinet, Division of Air Pollution, Cincinnati Air 
Quality Region. 

 
I.  RADIATION:  In all industrial zones, all sources of ionizing radiation shall be 

registered or licensed by the Kentucky Department of Health and operated in 
accordance with their regulation. 

 
J.  ELECTRICAL RADIATION: In all industrial zones, any electrical radiation shall not 

adversely affect, at any point on or beyond the lot line, any operation or equipment 
other than those of the creation of the radiation. Avoidance of adverse effects from 
electrical radiation by appropriate single or mutual scheduling of operations is 
permitted. 

 
K.  STORAGE: In the I-1 Zone, storage of materials, supplies, and products on the 

property outside the building, constructed thereon is permitted to the side and rear 
of the property providing that the storage of materials, supplies, and products are 
within an area screened from view at the nearest district boundary, in accordance 
with Section 9.17 and Article X. 

 
L.  FIRE AND EXPLOSIVE HAZARDS: In the I-1 Zone, storage, utilization, or 

manufacture of solid materials that require free burning and intense burning shall 
not be allowed. In the I-1 Zone, the storage, utilization, or manufacture of 
flammable liquids, or materials that produce flammable or explosive vapors or 
gases shall not be allowed. 

 
M.  WASTE:  In the I-1 Zone, all waste shall be disposed of in accordance with the 

Solid Waste Regulations of the Kentucky Cabinet for Natural Resources. 
 
N.  BLASTING AND EXPLOSIVES: All blasting and the use of explosives must be 

conducted in accordance with the regulations set forth by the Department of Mines 
and Minerals Division of Explosives and Blasting (pursuant to the authority of KRS 
351.310 to 351.340 and 351.990) and in accordance with the Standards of Safety 
for Explosives, for the Commonwealth of Kentucky, prepared by the Department 
of Public Safety, Division of Fire Prevention (pursuant to the authority of KRS 
227.300). 

 
SECTION 11.3 - INTENT CONCERNING DETERMINATIONS INVOLVED IN 
ADMINISTRATION  AND  ENFORCEMENT  OF  PERFORMANCE STANDARDS:  It is 
the intent of this ordinance that: 
 
A. Where investigation can be made by the Zoning Administrator or other designated 

employee, using equipment normally available to the legislative body, such 
investigation shall be so made before notice of violation is issued. 
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B.  Where technical complexity, nonavailability of equipment, or extraordinary 

expense makes it unreasonable, in the opinion of the Zoning Administrator, for the 
legislative body to maintain the personnel or equipment necessary for making 
difficult or unusual determinations, procedures shall be established for: 
 
1.  Causing corrections in apparent violations of performance standards. 
2. For protecting individuals from arbitrary, capricious and unreasonable 

administration and enforcement of performance standard regulations. 
3.  For protecting the general public from unnecessary costs for administration and 

enforcement. 
 
C.  If the Zoning Administrator finds, after investigations have been made by qualified 

experts, that there is a violation of the performance standards, the administrator 
shall take or cause to be taken lawful action to cause correction to, within limits set 
by such performance standards. 

 
SECTION 11.4 - DUTIES OF ZONING ADMINISTRATOR REGARDING 
PERFORMANCE STANDARDS:  If, in the judgement of the Zoning Administrator, there 
is probable violation of the performance standards as set forth, the following procedures 
shall be followed: 
 
A.  The Zoning Administrator shall give written notice, by registered mail or certified 

mail, to the person or persons responsible for the alleged violation. The notice shall 
describe the particulars of the alleged violation and the reasons why the Zoning 
Administrator believes there is a violation in fact, and shall require an answer or 
correction of the alleged violation to the satisfaction of the Zoning Administrator 
within thirty (30) consecutive calendar days of receipt of such notification. The 
notice shall state that failure to reply or to correct the alleged violation to the 
satisfaction of the Zoning Administrator within thirty (30) consecutive calendar days 
of receipt of said notice constitutes admission of violation of the terms of this 
ordinance. 

 
B.  The notice shall further state that, upon request of those to whom said notice is 

directed, a technical investigation will be made by a qualified expert or experts and 
that, if violations as alleged are found, costs of such investigations shall be charged 
against those responsible for the violations, in addition to such other penalties as 
may be appropriate, but that if it is determined that no violation exists, the cost of 
the investigation will be paid by the legislative body. 

 
C.  If there is no reply within thirty (30) consecutive calendar days of receipt of said 

notice, but the alleged violation is corrected to the satisfaction of the Zoning 
Administrator, the Zoning Administrator shall note "violation corrected" on their 
copy of the notice, and shall retain it among their official records, taking such other 
action as may be warranted. 
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D.  If there is no reply within thirty (30) consecutive calendar days of receipt of said 
notice and the alleged violation is not corrected to the satisfaction of the Zoning 
Administrator within the established time limit, the Zoning Administrator shall 
proceed to take or cause to be taken, such action as is warranted by continuation 
of a violation after notice to cease. 

 
E.  If a reply is received within thirty (30) consecutive calendar days of receipt of said 

notice indicating that the alleged violation will be corrected to the satisfaction of the 
Zoning Administrator, but requesting additional time, the Zoning Administrator may 
grant an extension as they deem warranted in the circumstances of the case and 
if the extension will not, in their opinion, cause imminent peril to life, health, or 
property. 

 
F.  If a reply is received within thirty (30) consecutive calendar days of receipt of said 

notice requesting technical determination as provided in this ordinance, and if the 
alleged violations continue, the Zoning Administrator shall call in properly qualified 
experts to investigate and determine whether violations exist. 

 
If expert findings indicate violations of the performance standards, the costs of the 
investigations shall be assessed against the properties or persons responsible for 
the violations in addition to such other penalties as may be appropriate under the 
terms of Section 16.10 of this ordinance. 

 
If no violation is found, the costs of the investigations shall be paid by the legislative 
body without assessment against the properties of persons involved. 
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TABLE 11-1 

 

MAXIMUM PERMISSIBLE SOUND PRESSURE LEVEL (DECIBELS) 
AT SPECIFIED POINTS OF MEASUREMENT FOR NOISE  

RADIATED CONTINUOUSLY FROM A FACILITY 

   

RECEIVING LAND USE 7 AM to 10 PM 10 PM to 7 AM 

Residential 55 50 

Commercial & Industrial Park 60 55 

Industrial 65 65 

 
 
 
 

 

TABLE 11-2 

 

CORRECTION IN MAXIMUM PERMITTED SOUND PRESSURE LEVEL  
IN DECIBELS TO BE APPLIED TO TABLE 11-1 

  

TYPE OF OPERATION 
CORRECTION 

CHARACTER OF 
NOISE IN DECIBELS 

Noise source operates less than 20% of any one hour period Plus 5 

Noise source operates less than 5% of any one hour period Plus 10 

Noise source operates less than 1% of any one hour period Plus 15 

Noise of impulsive character (hammering, etc.) Minus 5 

Noise of periodic character (hum, screech, etc.) Minus 5 
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ARTICLE XII - FENCES, WALLS, AND  
OBSTRUCTION TO VIEW REGULATIONS 

 
SECTION 12.0 - VISION CLEARANCE AT CORNERS AND RAILROAD CROSSINGS: 
No fence, wall, hedge, or other structure, or other obstruction above a height of forty-two 
(42) inches as measured above the curb level shall be erected, placed, maintained, or 
continued in any zone within that triangular portion of a corner lot formed by measuring 
ten (10) feet from the intersection of the rights-of-way lines (Figure 12-1).  No type of tree 
or other obstruction shall be planted, placed, maintained, or continued in such a manner 
that would obstruct the vision clearance at corners and railroad crossings. 
 
SECTION 12.1 - CLASSIFICATION OF FENCES AND WALLS: The following shall be 
the classification of fences and walls for this ordinance: 

 
1. Masonry walls. 
 
2. Ornamental iron (eighty percent (80%) open). 
 
3. Chain link (eighty percent (80%) open), not permitted within the HP Overlay 

Zone. 
 
4. Wood, vinyl or similar (more than fifty percent (50%) open). 
 
5. Wood, vinyl or similar (less than fifty percent (50%) open). 
 
6. Hedges. 
 
7. Earthen or concrete walls intended to contain or redirect flooding waters. 

 
SECTION 12.2 - CONSERVATION ZONE: Fences and/or walls within the conservation 
zone shall conform to the following requirements: 
 

1. Front yards: Class 2, 4 and 6 fences may be erected up to a maximum height 
of forty-two (42) inches. 
 

2. Side and/or rear yards: Class 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, or 6 fences and/or walls may be 
erected up to a maximum height of seventy-two (72) inches. 

 

3. Front, side and/or rear yards: Class 7 walls - shall conform to requirements of 
the Corps of Engineers and/or City Engineer, whichever is applicable. 
 

4. If a property is located on a lot that is formed by the intersection of two streets, 
a street and an alley, a street and the railroad tracks and/or a street and parking 
lot area, fences and walls shall conform to Section 12.0.  
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SECTION 12.3 - RESIDENTIAL ZONES: Fences and/or walls within all R-1A, R-1A 
(RCD), R-1B, R-1C, R-1H, R-2, R-3 (MF), T3 and T4 zones shall conform to the 
requirements depicted on Figure 12-1 of this ordinance and the following: 

 
1.  Front yards: Class 2, 4 and 6 fences may be erected up to a maximum height 

of forty-two (42) inches. 
 
2.  Side and/or rear yards: Class 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, or 6 fences or walls may be erected 

up to a maximum height of seventy-two (72) inches. 
 
3.  If a property is located on a lot that is formed by the intersection of two streets, 

a street and an alley, a street and the railroad tracks and/or a street and parking 
lot area, fences and walls shall conform to Section 12.0.  

 
SECTION 12.4 - COMMERCIAL ZONES: Fences and/or walls within all NC zones, the 
C-1 zone, the SC zone, the T5 and T5.5 zones including those permitted with all 
conditionally permitted uses in these zones, shall conform to the following requirements: 

 
1.  Front yards: Class 2, 4 and 6 fences may be erected up to a maximum height 

of forty-two (42) inches. 
 
2.  Side and/or rear yards: Class 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, or 6 fences and/or walls may be 

erected up to a maximum height of ninety-six (96) inches. 
 
3.  If a property is located on a lot that is formed by the intersection of two streets, 

a street and an alley, a street and the railroad tracks and/or a street and parking 
lot area, fences and walls shall conform to Section 12.0. 

 
SECTION 12.5 - INDUSTRIAL ZONES: Fences or walls within the I-1 Zone shall conform 
to the following requirements: 

 
1.  Front, side and/or rear yards: Class 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, or 6 fences and/or walls may 

be erected up to a maximum height of ninety-six (96) inches except that 
additional height may be required by the Zoning Administrator. 

 
2.  Barbed wire topped fences may be used in this zone only in conjunction with 

seventy-two (72) inch high fences as determined by the Zoning Administrator. 
 
3.  If a property is located on a lot that is formed by the intersection of two streets, 

a street and an alley, a street and the railroad tracks and/or a street and parking 
lot area, fences and walls shall conform to Section 12.0. 

 
SECTION 12.6 - GENERAL REGULATIONS: 

 
1.  Fences are permitted to be located up to the property line (the property owner 

shall be responsible for verifying the exact location of the property line). 
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2.  All fences and/or wall heights shall be measured along the fence or wall 

locations. 
 
3.  Barbed wire or sharp pointed fences are not permitted with the exception of 

Section 12.5 (2). 
 
4.  A combination fence and retaining wall may be erected. The retaining wall 

portion may be erected up to the level of the higher finished grade. The fence 
portion must be of the class and height permitted within this Ordinance for the 
applicable zone. Said measurement shall be made at and along the location of 
the fence and retaining wall. 

 
5.  When an existing non-conforming fence is replaced, it shall be replaced to 

conform to the code requirements.  When it is determined by the Building 
Inspector and/or Zoning Administrator that a non-conforming fence is fifty 
percent (50%) or more deteriorated, the property owner shall be required to 
remove the non-conforming fence and any replacement shall be in 
conformance with the existing code regulations. 

 
6.  The property owner shall be responsible for verifying and complying with any 

fencing restrictions that may be in his chain of title, including subdivision 
restrictions. 

 
7.  When a fence is installed along a public right-of-way, excluding an alley, the 

posts or supporting members of the fence shall face inwards towards the 
property being fenced in and the “finished” side shall face the public right-of-
way. 

 
8.  No fence shall be located closer than twelve (12) inches to a public sidewalk. 
 
9.  Posts and pilasters may extend one (1) foot above the height limit if they are 

an integral part of the fence design. 
 

10. Article XII, Figure 12-2 shall be utilized to determine fence location with respect 
to front, side and rear yards. 

 
11.  A fence shall be permitted to locate elsewhere than on the same lot with the 

building or use served provided that the lots share an edge or a boundary. 
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FIGURE 12-1 
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FIGURE 12-2 

 

 
 
Yard designations will change according to the location of the designed main entrance to 
the structure.
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ARTICLE XIII - OFF-STREET PARKING AND 
ACCESS CONTROL REGULATIONS 

 
In all zones, off-street parking facilities for the storage or parking of motor vehicles for use 
of occupants, employees, and patrons of the building hereafter erected, altered, or 
extended, and all uses of the land after the effective date of this Ordinance, shall be 
provided and maintained as herein prescribed. However, where a building permit has 
been issued prior to the date of adoption of this Ordinance and provided that construction 
has not begun within ninety (90) consecutive calendar days of such effective date, off-
street parking facilities in the amounts required by this Ordinance shall prevail. 
 
SECTION 13.0 - GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
A.  COMPUTATION OF PARKING SPACES - In determining the number of parking 

spaces required, if such spaces result in fractional parts thereof, the number of 
said spaces required shall be construed to be the next highest whole number. 

 
B.  ADDITIONAL PARKING SPACES TO BE PROVIDED- Whenever the intensity of 

use of any building, structure, or premises shall be increased through addition of 
dwelling units, gross floor area, seating capacity, change of use, or other units of 
measurement specified herein - additional parking spaces shall be provided in the 
amounts hereafter specified for that use, if the existing parking space is inadequate 
to serve such increase in intensity of use. 

 
Location of Off-Street Parking Facilities: 
 
1.  Off-street parking facilities shall be located as follows: 

 
a.  Residential Zones - (R-1A, R-1B, R-1C, R-1H, R-2) Off-street parking 

may be permitted in driveways in the front, side, and rear yards of 
permitted uses in these zones, provided all requirements of this 
ordinance are met.  A driveway that is greater than ten (10) feet in width 
may be located in the front yard in these zones provided that the 
additional parking spaces will not cause the ratio of unpaved to paved 
area in the front yard to be less than 3:1. 

 
b.  Multi-family Residential Zones - (R-3): Off-street parking may be 

permitted uses in these zones, provided that off-street parking facilities 
shall be set back a minimum of three (3) feet from the rear lot line. Off-
street parking may be permitted in required front yard, only if approved 
according to approved development plan. 

 
c.  Special Development Zones - (RCD, PUD, MHP): Off-street parking shall 

be located as designated on the approved plan. 
 
d.  Commercial and Industrial Zones: 
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1.  Except as herein provided, off-street parking may be permitted in 

minimum required front, side, and rear yards of these zones, provided 
that all off-street parking facilities shall be set back a minimum of five 
(5) feet from any street right-of-way lines. 

 
2. I-1 Zone: Off-street parking may be permitted in the side and rear 

yards, provided that all off-street parking facilities shall be set back a 
minimum of five (5) feet from the rear lot line, and shall not be permitted 
in the minimum required side yards. Off-street parking may be 
permitted in minimum front yards, provided that all minimum front and 
side yard requirements are maintained. 

 
2.  All off-street parking facilities shall be located on the same lot as the building 

served, except for the following: 
 

a.  Permitted uses locating within multi-family and industrial zones may 
supply off-street parking within three hundred (300) feet from such lots 
served, upon approval of the Zoning Administrator, providing that such 
off-street parking facilities are unable to be provided on the same lot or 
contiguous to the same lot as the building being served. In addition, said 
off-street parking shall be located in the same zone as the use being 
served. 

 
b.  Existing single, two, or multi-family dwellings, which are permitted uses 

herein and occupy a lot of such size that off-street parking could not be 
provided on the same lot as the use being served, said off-street parking 
may be permitted to locate within a distance not to exceed three hundred 
(300) feet from said dwelling or dwellings upon approval of the Zoning 
Administrator. In addition, said off-street parking lot shall be located in 
the same zone as the use being served. 

 
c.  Off-street parking, as required for "conditional uses" may be permitted to 

locate on another lot than the building or use being served is located, 
when approved by the Board of Adjustment, provided that said parking is 
located within reasonable walking distance of the use or building being 
served and available at all times without restrictions for said purposes. 

 
D.  Collective Parking Provision - Collective off-street parking facilities may be 

provided; however, the area for such parking facilities shall not be less than would 
otherwise be individually required. 

 
E.  Driveways Not Computed As Part of Required Parking Area - Entrances, exits, or 

driveways shall not be computed as any part of required parking lot or area, except 
in the case of single-family residential zones, where access driveways may be 
used for parking. 
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F.  Off-Street Parking Space To Be Used For Parking Only - Any vehicle parking 

space shall be used for parking only. Any other use of such space, including repair 
work or servicing of any kind other than in an emergency, or the requirement of 
any payment for the use of such space, shall be deemed to constitute a separate 
commercial use in violation of the provisions of this ordinance. 

 
G.  No Building To Be Erected in Off-street Parking Space - No building of any kind 

shall be erected in any off-street parking lot except a parking garage containing 
parking spaces equal to the requirements set forth in this section of the ordinance 
or a shelter house booth for a parking attendant providing the number of spaces 
required are not reduced. 

 
H.  Parking Plan Approval Required - Plans for all parking lot facilities, including 

parking garages, shall be submitted to the Zoning Administrator for review and for 
compliance with the provisions of this ordinance and for compliance with the 
provisions of this ordinance and such other pertinent ordinances of the City. Such 
plans shall show the number of spaces and arrangements of parking, aisles, 
location of access points onto adjacent streets, provisions for vehicular and 
pedestrian circulation, location of sidewalks and curbs on or adjacent to the 
property, utilities, location of shelters for parking attendance, locations of signs, 
typical cross-sections of pavement, including base and proposed grade of parking 
lot, storm drainage facilities, location and type of lighting facilities and such other 
information or plans as the circumstances may warrant. Where such parking plans 
include provisions for access points to adjacent streets, then said plans shall also 
be prepared in accordance with the requirements of Section 13.2. 

 
SECTION 13.1 - DESIGN AND LAYOUT OF OFF-STREET PARKING AREA: 
 
A.  Size of Off-Street Parking Spaces - For the purposes of this ordinance, one (1) 

parking space shall be a minimum of nine (9) feet in width and eighteen (18) feet 
in length, exclusive of access drives or aisles. Such parking space shall have a 
vertical clearance of at least seven (7) feet. 

 
B.  Width of Access Drives - All off-street parking areas shall be laid out with the 

following minimum aisle or access drive widths: 
 
1.  Ninety (90) degree (perpendicular) parking -- Twenty two (22) feet (either one  

or two way circulation); 
 
2.  Sixty (60) degree (angle) parking -- Fifteen (15) feet (one way circulation only); 
 
3.  Forty-five (45) degree (angle) parking -- Twelve (12) feet (one way circulation 

only); 
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4.  Thirty (30) degree (angle) parking -- Eleven (11) feet (one way circulation 
only); 

 
5.  Zero (0) degree (parallel) parking -- Twelve (12) feet (one way circulation). 

 
When any combination of these types of parking is used (facing the same aisle) 
the most restricted aisle or access drive with requirements shall prevail. In addition, 
a two-foot overhang may be permitted on the external sides of a parking area. 

 
If the width of the parking space is increased (over 9 feet) the drive aisle width can 
be decreased proportionally (2 foot width in drive aisle per 1 foot increase in space 
width, except that a drive aisle for 2-way traffic may not be decreased below 20 
feet in width and a drive aisle for 1-way traffic may not be decreased below 11 feet 
in width). 

 
C.  Access to Off-Street Parking Spaces - Each required parking space shall be 

connected with a deeded public right-of-way by means of aisles or access drives 
as required by Section 13.1 (B). The parking area shall be so designed to ensure 
that all maneuvering into and out of each parking space shall take place entirely 
within property lines of lots, garages, and/or storage areas. 

 
D.  Off-Street Parking Areas in Multi-Family, Commercial, or Industrial Zones - All such 

parking areas shall have a protective wall and/or bumper blocks around the 
perimeter of said parking area and shall be so designed that all vehicles leaving 
the facility will be traveling forward to approaching traffic. All parking shall be 
effectively screened on each side adjoining or fronting on any property situated in 
a zone permitting single-family residential development , by a solid wall, fence, or 
density planted compact hedge as regulated by Section 9.17 of this ordinance. 
Ground cover shrubs and trees shall be located and maintained so not to interfere 
with vehicular and pedestrian traffic on the property or with sight distance 
clearance at entrances and exits. 

 
E.  Lighting- Any lighting used to illuminate off-street parking areas shall not glare 

upon any right-of-way or adjacent property. 
 
F.  Paving of New Off-Street Parking Area - All new off-street parking areas shall be 

paved with asphalt or concrete and shall be designed and constructed in 
accordance with Appendix A and the Kentucky Building Code. 

 
SECTION 13.2 - SPECIFIC OFF-STREET PARKING REQUIREMENTS: The amount of 
off-street parking space required for uses, buildings, or additions and changes in intensity 
of uses thereto shall be determined according to the following requirements, and the 
space, so required, shall be stated in the application for a zoning and building permit and 
shall be reserved for such use. Where more than one use is located in the same building, 
each individual use shall be in accordance with the off-street parking requirements of this 
section of the Ordinance. 
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TYPES OF USES  REQUIRED NUMBER OF SPACES 
    
A. Bus Terminals 

Railroad Passenger Stations 
 One (1) parking space per each four (4) 

seating accommodations for waiting 
passengers, plus one (1) parking space 
per each two (2) employees on shift of 
largest employment. 

    
B. Car Wash  One (1) parking space for each 

employee, plus one (1) space per owner 
or manager and reservoir space equal to 
five (5) times the capacity of the facility. 

    
C. Automobile Repair Services 

Gas Stations 
 One (1) parking space for each gas pump 

island, plus two (2) parking spaces for 
each working bay, plus one (1) parking 
space for each employee on shift of 
largest employment. 

    
D. Barber Shops 

Beauty Parlors 
 Two (2) parking spaces per barber and/or 

beauty shop operator. 
    
E. Bowling Alleys  Five (5) parking spaces for each lane plus 

one (1) parking space for each two (2) 
employees on shift of largest 
employment. 

    
F. Governmental Facilities  One (1) parking space for each two 

hundred (200) square feet of gross floor 
area. 

    
G. Commercial or Trade School  One (1) parking space for each two (2) 

students based on design capacity of the 
school, plus one (1) parking space for 
each employee. 

    
H. Adult Day Cares 

Assisted Living/Residential 
Care Facilities 
Child Care Centers 
Nursing Home 

 One (1) parking space for each two (2) 
beds, plus one (1) parking space for each 
two (2) employees or staff members, 
including nurses, on shift of largest 
employment, plus one (1) parking space 
per doctor. 
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TYPES OF USES  REQUIRED NUMBER OF SPACES 
    
I. Dormitories, Fraternities,  

Sorority House and Other  
Group Housing 

 One (1) parking space per two residents, 
plus one (1) parking space per employee; 
or one (1) parking space for each two (2) 
seats for membership meetings, 
whichever is greater, based on design 
capacity. 

    
J. Single-Family Dwelling 

 
Two-Family Dwelling 

 Two (2) parking spaces. 
 
Four (4) parking spaces, with individual 
access for each dwelling unit, or a joint 
access in which no parking is permitted 
on the access drive. 

    
K. Multi-Family Dwelling  One and one-half (1-1/2) parking spaces 

for every one (1) bedroom dwelling unit 
and two (2) parking spaces for every 
dwelling unit with two (2) or more 
bedrooms.  

    
L. Elderly/Retirement Housing  One (1) parking space for every two (2) 

units. 
    
M. Restaurants  One (1) parking space for each: 
   A. 30 Square Feet of gross floor area 

in drive-in restaurant; 
B. 140 Square Feet of gross floor 

area in a carry-out restaurant; 
C. 40 Square Feet of gross floor area 

or two (2) seating 
accommodations based on 
maximum seating whichever is 
greater in a combination 
restaurant; 

D. Two (2) seating accommodations 
based on maximum seating 
capacity in a sit-down restaurant; 
plus one (1) parking space per 
each (2) employees on shift of 
largest employment in any type 
restaurant. 
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TYPES OF USES  REQUIRED NUMBER OF SPACES 
    
N. Fire Stations  One (1) parking space per each person 

on duty on largest shift. 
    
O. Hospitals/Health Care Facilities  One (1) parking space for each two (2) 

beds, plus one (1) parking space for each 
two (2) employees or staff members, 
including nurses, on shift of largest 
employment, plus one (1) parking space 
per doctor. 

    
P. Laundromats/Dry Cleaners  One (1) parking space for each two (2) 

washing machines. 
    
Q. Art Galleries 

Libraries 
Museums 

 One (1) parking space for each four (4) 
seats in rooms for public assembly or one 
(1) parking space for each fifty (50)square 
feet of gross floor area for use by the 
public, whichever is greater, plus one (1) 
parking space for each two (2) employees 
on shift of largest employment. 

    
R. Human Care Clinics  Five (5) parking spaces per each 

practitioner, plus one (1) parking space 
per each two hundred (200) square feet 
of gross floor area in the building, plus 
one (1) parking space for each two (2) 
employees, whichever is greater. 

    
S. Funeral Homes  One (1) parking space for each four (4) 

seats in the main chapel or public 
assembly area based on maximum 
seating capacity, plus one (1) parking 
space for each funeral vehicle and 
employee, or in the case of no fixed seats, 
one (1) parking space for each fifty (50) 
square feet of floor area in parlor or 
service rooms, or one (1) parking space 
for each four (4) persons, based on 
design capacity of building, whichever is 
greater, plus one (1) parking space for 
each funeral vehicle and employee. 
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TYPES OF USES  REQUIRED NUMBER OF SPACES 
    
T. Professional Offices  One (1) parking space for each two 

hundred-fifty (250) square feet of gross 
leasable area plus one (1) space for each 
two (2) employees on the shift of largest 
employment. 

    
U. Post Offices  One (1) parking space for each two 

hundred (200) square feet of gross 
leasable floor area plus one (1) space for 
each two (2) employees on the shift of 
largest employment; plus one (1) space 
for each vehicle operating from the 
premises. 

    
V. Private Clubs 

Lodge Halls 
 One (1) parking space for each guest 

sleeping room, or one (1) parking space 
for each four (4) fixed seats in the main 
assembly area, whichever is greater, plus 
one (1) parking space for each two (2) 
employees, or in the case of no fixed 
seats, one (1) parking space for each two 
(2) employees. 

    
W. Retail and Personal Services  Five and one-half (5-1/2) spaces per 

1,000 square feet of gross leasable area. 
    
X. Elementary Schools –  

Public, Private or Parochial 
 One (1) parking space per teacher and 

administrator or one (1) parking space for 
each four (4) seats in the auditorium, 
stadium, and other places of assembly or 
facilities available to the public based on 
maximum seating capacity, whichever is 
greater. 

    
Y. High Schools, Post Secondary 

Schools and/or Vocational 
Schools –  
Public, Private or Parochial 

 Six (6) parking spaces per each room to 
be used for class instruction or 
administrative offices or one (1) space for 
each four (4) seats in the auditorium, 
stadium and other places of assembly or 
facilities available to the public, based on 
maximum seating capacity, whichever is 
greater. 
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TYPES OF USES  REQUIRED NUMBER OF SPACES 
    
Z. Shopping Centers 

Shopping Malls 
 Five and one-half (5-1/2) spaces per 

1,000 square feet of gross leasable area. 
    
AA. Stadium and Sports Arenas  One (1) parking space for each four (4) 

seats, based on maximum seating 
capacity, plus one (1) parking space for 
each two (2) employees on shift of largest 
employment. 

    
BB. Theaters, Auditoriums, Religious 

Institutions, and Other Places of 
Assembly With Fixed Seats 

 One (1) parking space for each four (4) 
seats, based on maximum seating 
capacity, plus one (1) parking space for 
each two (2) employees on shift of largest 
employment. 

    
CC. Theaters, Auditoriums, Religious 

Institutions, and Other Places of 
Assembly Without Fixed Seats 

 One (1) parking space for each four (4) 
people in designed capacity of building, 
or one (1) parking space per one hundred 
(100) square feet in main auditorium or 
assembly area, whichever is greater, plus 
one (1) parking space for each two (2) 
employees on shift of largest 
employment. 

    
DD. Tourist Homes, Cabins, or  

Hotels/Motels, Excluding Areas 
Used for Meeting Rooms and 
Places of Assembly 

 One (1) parking space for each sleeping 
room or suite, plus one (1) parking space 
per each two (2) employees on shift of 
largest employment. 

    
EE. Industrial Establishments,  

Including Manufacturing, 
Research, and Testing 
Laboratories 

 Two (2) parking spaces for each three (3) 
employees – the total number of parking 
spaces being the total number of 
employees on any two (2) consecutive 
shifts having the largest number of 
employees, based on design capacity, 
plus one (1) parking space for each 
company vehicle operating from the 
premises. 

    
FF. Wholesale Establishments, 

Warehouses, and Storage 
Buildings 

 One (1) parking space for each 
employee, plus one (1) parking space for 
each company vehicle operating from the 
premises. 
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TYPES OF USES  REQUIRED NUMBER OF SPACES 

    
GG. All Other Uses Not Listed  Based on study to be prepared by owner 

or operator; number of spaces to be 
required. 
 
Herein determined according to: 

A. Type of use and estimated number 
of total trips generated during peak 
conditions (inbound and 
outbound); 

B. Estimated parking duration per 
vehicle trip turnover rates; 

C. Based on estimated number of 
trips generated and average 
parking duration per trip, calculate 
number of spaces required; 

D. Estimated number of employees – 
one (1) space to be provided for 
each two (2) employees based on 
shift of maximum employment. 
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SECTION 13.3 - ACCESS CONTROL REGULATIONS: In order to promote greater 
safety of passage between highway and land; improve the convenience and ease of 
movement of travelers on the highway; permit reasonable speeds and economy of travel; 
and increase and protect the capacity of the highway, the location and design of access 
points shall be in accordance with the following access control requirements.  These 
requirements shall apply to all arterial and collector streets, as identified in the adopted 
Comprehensive Plan. 
 
A.  Provision of Reserved Turning Lanes - At those access points where vehicles 

turning to and from the arterial and collector streets will affect the roadway 
capacity, reserved turn lanes shall be constructed by the developer. 

 
B.  Provision of Frontage Road - Where possible, provision for the construction of a 

frontage road shall be made. However, access to the arterial or collector streets 
via an intersection street or a common driveway shall be investigated if such a 
design is not reasonable. 

 
C.  Coordination of Access Points - Major access points on opposite sides of the 

arterial and collector streets shall be located opposite each other, otherwise turning 
movement restrictions may be imposed by the Planning Commission or Zoning 
Administrator, whichever is applicable. In addition, in order to maximize the 
efficient utilization of access points, access drives shall be designed, located, and 
constructed in a manner to provide and make possible the coordination of access 
with and between adjacent properties developed (present or future) for similar 
uses. As a condition of approval for construction, use, or reuse of any access road, 
the Zoning Administrator may require that unobstructed and unencumbered 
access, in accordance with the provisions of this ordinance, be provided from any 
such access point to adjacent properties. 

 
D.  Spacing Restrictions for Signalized Access Points - Access points which will 

warrant signalization shall be spaced a minimum distance of one quarter mile 
apart. The exact location of the signal light shall be determined by a traffic 
engineering study that shall at least account for the following variables: 
 
1.  Speed. 
 
2.  Traffic signal phasing. 
 
3.  Traffic signal cycle length. 
 
4.  Roadway geometrics. 
 
5.  Accident experience. 

 
Provision for all turning movements to maintain the design capacity of the roadway 
shall be required. 
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E.  Sight Distance - The location of access points shall comply with safe sight distance 

requirements as provided in Table 13-1. The centerline of all access points shall 
intersect as nearly at a ninety (90) degree angle as possible, but in no case shall 
the angle of intersection be less than seventy-five (75) degrees or greater than one 
hundred five (105) degrees, unless approved by the Planning Commission or 
Zoning Administrator, whichever is applicable , due to certain exceptional 
conditions. 

 
F.  Location of Unsignalized Access Point: 

 
1.  Arterial Streets: 

 
a.  Unsignalized access points shall be spaced a minimum distance of six 

hundred (600) feet apart.  Turning restrictions and/or reserved turn lanes 
may be required. 

 
b.  One access point per existing tract will be permitted; however, if the 

spacing requirements for a direct access point onto an arterial street (as 
provided in F (1)(a), above) cannot be met, then an access point may 
be located on a frontage road or on an intersecting local street, or share 
a common driveway that meets the spacing requirements. In order for 
the intersecting local street or frontage road to function properly, access 
onto them should be controlled as follows: 

 
1.  Access points onto local streets intersecting an arterial street 

shall be spaced a minimum distance of one hundred (100) feet, 
measured from point of curb return to point of curb return, from 
the arterial street. 

 
2.  In areas zoned to permit commercial, industrial, or multi¬family 

residential use, access points from adjacent properties onto 
frontage roads shall be no less than one hundred (100) feet 
measured from point of curb return from intersections of the 
frontage road with local or collector streets. 

 
c.  Where the frontage of a tract is greater than five hundred (500) feet, an 

additional access point may be permitted; however, the type of access 
will depend on the space requirements in F (1)(a). 

 
If the frontage of the tract is large enough, than at least one of the access 
points may have direct access onto the arterial street, provided the 
spacing between the adjacent access points meets the requirements of 
Section F (1)(a) and all other requirements of this section of the 
ordinance. In the case where the frontage allows only one point of direct 
access due to spacing restrictions as provided herein, the second 
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access point will be via a frontage road or an intersecting local street, or 
share a common driveway that meets the spacing restrictions as 
provided along the arterial street. 

 
d.  If a tract of land has no means of access that would meet the 

requirements of this section of the ordinance, one access point shall be 
provided.  However, all such access points shall be considered a 
temporary right-of-way and may be terminated, reduced, limited to 
certain turning movements or caused to be relocated by the Zoning 
Administrator at such time as the particular use served by the access 
point changes and/or the property is otherwise provided an alternate 
means of access via a frontage road or an intersecting local street or 
sharing of a common driveway.  Provisions for the construction of a 
frontage road, restricted turning movements, or other improvements, 
may be required, as a condition to approval, in order to minimize the 
number of access points and congestion to the adjacent street. In all 
cases where said access points are classified as "temporary", such 
designation shall be duly noted on the plot plan or development plan 
submitted for a zoning permit and also upon the deed of the property in 
question. 

 
2.  Collector Streets: 

 
a.  On two lane roadways, one access point per existing tract will be 

allowed; however, if the frontage is greater than five hundred (500) feet, 
an additional access point may be permitted. Furthermore, the minimum 
spacing between adjacent access points on this type of facility shall be 
one hundred (100) feet, measured from point of curb return to point of 
curb return, except in the case where the street intersects another 
collector street or arterial street, then said access points shall be spaced 
a minimum of three hundred (300) feet from the intersection. 

 
b.  On multi-lane roadways the spacing is dependent on whether or not a 

barrier median exists (prohibiting left turn movements). If a barrier 
median exists, access points may be spaced as close as three hundred 
(300) feet; however, certain turning movements will be prohibited.  If a 
barrier median does not exist, then the minimum spacing of access 
points shall be six hundred (600) feet. In addition, some turning 
movements may be prohibited. 

 
c.  One access point per existing tract will be allowed: however, if the 

spacing requirements for a direct access point, as provided in F (2)(a), 
cannot be met, then an access point may be located on a frontage road 
or on an intersecting street or share a common driveway that meets the 
spacing requirements. 
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d.  If a tract of land has no means of access that would meet the 
requirements of this section of the ordinance, one access point shall be 
provided.  However, all such access points shall be considered a 
temporary right-of way and may be terminated, reduced, limited to 
certain turning movements or caused to be relocated by the Zoning 
Administrator at such time as the particular use served by the access 
point changes and/or the property is otherwise provided an alternate 
means of access via a frontage road or an intersecting local street or 
share a common driveway. Provisions for the construction of a frontage 
road, restricted turning movements, or other improvements, may be 
required, as a condition to approval, in order to minimize the number of 
access points and congestion to the adjacent street. In all cases where 
said access points are classified as "temporary", such designation shall 
be duly noted on the plot plan or development plan submitted for a 
zoning permit and also upon the deed of the property in question. 

 
G.  Width of Access Points: 

 
1.  In single-family residential zones, no access point width shall be neither less 

than nine (9) feet, nor more than twenty (20) feet. In all other zones, access 
points shall not be less than twelve (1 2) feet, nor more than forty-eight (48) 
feet in width. The width shall be as measured from the point of curb return to 
point of curb return (or edge of pavement if no curb exists) excluding the curb 
radius. 

 
2.  The Zoning Administrator may modify (enlarge or reduce) the width to provide 

for a more efficient and safe channelization and/or flow of traffic. 
 
H.  Exceptions to Access Points Requirements - Where situations develop that may 

require special treatment, the requirements as provided in Section 13.3, may be 
varied provided that a traffic engineering report is prepared by a qualified traffic 
engineer, establishing that the special treatment will have no adverse effects on 
the roadway safety and capacity. 

 
I.  Access Point Problem Areas - If after special study, it is determined that the type 

of use or activity proposed would have an adverse effect on the safety and capacity 
of the adjacent roadway, the access point spacing requirements as contained in 
this section, may have to be increased in order to adequately solve the traffic 
movement. 

 
J.  Approval of Access Points Required - Plans for all access points and modifications 

thereto, (including plans to use existing access points where a change of use for 
any tract of land would generate more traffic than the previous use, thus producing 
an adverse effect on the adjacent roadway) shall be submitted to the Zoning 
Administrator, at a scale not less than 1 inch = 100 feet. 
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Such plans shall show the location of all access points, and access points within 
600 feet in either direction. The proposed access point shall include typical cross 
sections of pavement, the base and sub-base, proposed grade and storm drainage 
and such other information or plans as the circumstances may warrant. If such 
access points are being located in conjunction with off-street parking and/or 
loading and unloading facilities, then said plans shall also include parking and off-
street loading and/or unloading plans, in accordance with Articles XIII and XIV of 
this ordinance. 

 
K.  Approval of Access Points Along State-Maintained Routes by Kentucky 

Transportation Cabinet - A copy of the plans for all access points to be constructed 
along a state-maintained route shall also be submitted to the Kentucky 
Transportation Cabinet for review and approval during the same time as plans are 
submitted to the Zoning Administrator, as provided for in Section 13.3.  No access 
point plans shall be approved or permits issued for construction by the Zoning 
Administrator, until said access point plans have been approved by the Kentucky 
Transportation Cabinet. 
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ARTICLE XIV - OFF-STREET LOADING AND/OR 
UNLOADING REGULATIONS 

 
For all buildings and structures erected, altered, or extended, and all uses of land 
established as specified herein, after the effective date of this Ordinance, off-street 
loading and/or unloading facilities shall be provided as required by the regulations herein. 
However, where a building permit has been issued prior to the date of the adoption of this 
Ordinance, and provided that construction has not begun within ninety (90) days of such 
effective date, off-street loading and/or unloading facilities in the amounts required by this 
Ordinance, shall prevail. 
 
SECTION 14.0 - GENERAL REQUIREMENTS: 
 
A.  Spaces Required: 

 
1.  Every building or part thereof, erected and occupied for uses permitted in 

commercial and industrial zones, including “conditional uses" permitted in 
residential zones, involving the receipt or distribution of vehicles, materials, or 
merchandise and having up to five thousand (5,000) square feet of gross floor 
area shall be provided with at least one loading and/or unloading space.  

 
A study shall be prepared by the company or operator to determine the 
additional loading and/or unloading space needs over and above the first space 
required for the specific use proposed. In determining the number of spaces 
needed, the study shall take into consideration the following: 

 
a.  Estimated and projected arrival and departure rates for scheduled and 

unscheduled (random) trucks. 
 
b.  Estimated and projected length of truck stop duration for loading and/or 

unloading of each truck. 
 
c.  Estimated number of trips by vehicle type (i.e., two axle vehicles, semi-

tractor trailers, etc.) and size. 
 

The Bellevue Planning Commission shall review the study of estimated and 
projected loading and/or unloading needs and make a determination if the 
number of spaces provided are adequate for the use proposed. 

 
2.  If it is determined by the Bellevue Planning Commission, based on existing 

conditions of the proposed site, the design of the building, and the completed 
needs study, that additional loading and/or unloading spaces are needed to 
accommodate the facilities than could be reasonably provided, the Zoning 
Administrator shall require that additional parking areas, properly designed, to 
handle the parking of necessary trucks, including the maneuvering of the trucks 
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to and from the space, be provided for the storage of trucks waiting to be loaded 
and/or unloaded. 

 
3.  If after approval by the Bellevue Planning Commission of the number of spaces 

and any storage of truck parking needed to accommodate the loading and/or 
unloading of trucks for a specific use, a need exists, based on operation of the 
specific use, to provide additional off-street loading and/or unloading spaces or 
storage of trucks than was previously determined, the Zoning Administrator 
may require that corrective action be taken to eliminate any deficiencies as 
follows: 

 
a.  Limit the time and interval of arrival and departure of trucks, 

commensurate with the need; or 
 
b.  Require necessary additional loading and/or unloading spaces, or require 

that adequate parking areas be provided for the storage of trucks waiting 
to be loaded and/or unloaded. 

 
B.  Additional Loading and/or Unloading Spaces to be provided whenever the intensity 

of any use of a building or premises is increased through addition of gross floor 
area, change of use or increased activity. Additional loading and/ or unloading 
spaces shall be provided in accordance with the requirements of Section 14.0 (A), 
above, if it is determined by the Zoning Administrator that the existing spaces are 
not adequate to serve such increase in intensity. 

 
C.  Location of Off-Street Loading and/or Unloading Area - All loading and/or 

unloading spaces shall be located on the same lot as the use served. However, 
permitted uses located in industrial zones may provide parking areas for the 
storage of trucks waiting to be loaded and/or unloaded within three hundred (300) 
feet from each lot served, upon the approval of the Zoning Administrator, providing 
that said off-street storage of trucks are unable to be provided on the same lot or 
contiguous to the same lot as the use being served and further provided that said 
storage of trucks are located in the same zone as the use being served. Loading 
and/or unloading areas may be located in the minimum side and rear yards, 
provided that all loading and/or unloading facilities shall be set back a minimum of 
ten (10) feet from the rear lot line and minimum side yard clearances are 
maintained. 

 
D.  Driveways not computed as Part of Required Loading and /or Unloading Area -

Entrances, exits, or driveways shall not be computed as any part of a required 
loading and/or unloading space. 

 
E.  Off-Street Loading and/or Unloading Space to be Used For Loading and/or 

Unloading Only - Any loading and/or unloading space shall be used for loading 
and/or unloading only. Any other use of such space, including repair work or 
servicing of any kind other than in an emergency, or the requirement of any 
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payment for the use of such space, shall be in violation of the provisions of this 
ordinance. 

 
F.  No Building to be erected in Off-Street Loading and/or Unloading Space - No 

building of any kind shall be erected in any off-street loading and/or unloading 
space. 

 
G.  Off-Street Loading and/or Unloading Space Shall not be Reduced - The required 

parking spaces as set forth and designated in this ordinance, shall not be reduced, 
except as provided for in this ordinance. 

 
H.  Loading and/or Unloading Plan Approval Required - Plans for all loading and/or 

unloading facilities shall be submitted to the Bellevue Planning Commission for 
review and for compliance with the provisions of this ordinance and such other 
pertinent ordinances of the legislative body. Such plans shall show the number 
and location of loading and/or unloading spaces, including necessary maneuvering 
of trucks and dock and apron approach, and arrangements of access aisles, 
location of access points onto adjacent streets, provisions for truck circulation, 
location of curbs on or adjacent to the property, utilities, location of signs, typical 
cross-sections of pavement, including base and sub-base, proposed grade of lot, 
storm drainage facilities, location and type of light facilities and such other 
information or plans as the circumstances may warrant. Where such loading and/or 
unloading plans include provisions for access points to adjacent streets, then said 
plans shall also be prepared in accordance with the requirements of Section 13.3. 

 
SECTION 14.1 - DESIGN AND LAYOUT OF OFF-STREET LOADING AND/OR 
UNLOADING AREAS: 
 
A.  Size of Off-Street Loading and/or Unloading Space - Each off-street loading and/or 

unloading space shall be at least fourteen (14) feet in width and at least sixty (60) 
feet in length, exclusive of aisle and maneuvering spaces and shall have a vertical 
clearance of at least fifteen (15) feet; provided, however, that when it is 
demonstrated that a particular loading and/or unloading space will be used by 
shorter trucks, as provided for in Section 14.0 (A), the Bellevue Planning 
Commission may reduce the minimum length to not less than thirty-five (35) feet. 

 
B.  Access - Each required off-street loading and/or unloading space shall be 

designed with direct access via an approved access drive, to a deeded right-of-
way that offers efficient ingress, egress, and safety for trucks. Access drives or 
aisles shall be laid out with a width of at least twelve (12) feet for one-way 
circulation and at least twenty-two (22) feet for two-way circulation with intersection 
radii not to be less than fifty (50) feet. 

 
C.  Other Design Features - Docks are to be designed to facilitate efficient loading 

and/or unloading. Platform heights should be 44 inches for light pickup and delivery 
trucks and 48-52 inches for heavy trucks and trailers. The dock area should be at 
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least twice the total body floor area of the largest number of trucks that can be 
docked at one time. Minimum dock overhead clearance (including pipes, lights, 
etc.) should be twelve (12) feet. 

 
D.  Paving of Off-Street Loading and/or Unloading Areas - All off-street loading and/or 

unloading areas, including spaces, maneuvering, and storage areas for truck 
parking shall be paved with asphalt concrete or portland cement concrete and shall 
be designed and constructed in accordance with Appendix "A". 

 
E.  Lighting - Any lighting used to illuminate off-street loading and/or unloading areas 

shall not glare upon any right-of-way or adjacent property. 
 
F.  Screening and Landscaping - All loading and/or unloading areas, including storage 

of parked trucks, shall be effectively screened on each side adjoining or fronting 
on any property situated in a residential zone as regulated by Section 9.17 of this 
ordinance. Ground cover, shrubs and trees shall be located and maintained so not 
to interfere with vehicular and pedestrian traffic on the property or with sight 
distance clearance at entrances and exits. 
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ARTICLE XV - SIGN REGULATIONS 
 
SECTION 15.0 - SCOPE OF REGULATIONS: The regulations set forth herein shall apply 
and govern signs in all zones except as otherwise specifically provided within this 
ordinance. 
 
SECTION 15.1 - GENERAL RULES, REGULATIONS, AND LIMITATIONS: 
 
A.  All business and identification signs shall be deemed accessory uses. 
 
B.  No sign shall be erected, maintained, or continued unless it is in full compliance 

with the regulations for the zone in which it is located, all applicable provisions and 
regulations of this ordinance or any other applicable laws, codes, or ordinances of 
the legislative body. The Zoning Administrator shall have the duty and authority to 
remove or cause to be removed, any sign not in full compliance with all applicable 
provisions and regulations of this ordinance or any other applicable laws, codes, 
or ordinances of the legislative body when the owner or agent has failed to comply 
within the time specified by the Zoning Administrator to make said sign comply. 
Said owner or agent shall bear full costs of such removal and shall be billed 
accordingly. 

 
C.  No signs shall be erected, maintained, replaced, relocated, repaired, or restored 

within a distance of six hundred sixty (660) feet of the right-of-way of any interstate 
highways, limited access highway or turnpike, except as provided for in KRS 
177.830-177.890 and approved of by the Kentucky Department of Transportation 
Cabinet, Bureau of Highways, District Office Number 6, as amended. 

 
D.  Time Schedule for Compliance of Sign Regulations: Compliance with the 

provisions of this article of the ordinance shall be according to the following time 
schedule: 
 
• All new signs shall comply when erected. 

 
E.  No sign constituting a nuisance, because of light, glare, focus, noise, animation, 

flashing, intensity of illumination as to unduly disturb the use of surrounding 
properties, as determined by the Zoning Administrator, or causing a traffic hazard, 
shall be erected, maintained, or continued in any zone. 

 
F.  No radio, phonograph, tape recorder, whistle, bell, gong, siren, or other sound or 

noise-making or transmitting device or instrument shall be permitted or continued 
in connection with any sign or may it be used separately for advertising purposes 
in any zone. 

 
G.  No sign shall be erected, maintained, or continued which constricts the flow of air 

through any window or door. 
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H.  No sign shall be erected, maintained, or continued which is misleading, fraudulent, 
obscene, immoral, indecent, or unsightly in character, as determined by the Zoning 
Administrator. 

 
I.  No advertising sign, except those of a governmental entity, shall be erected, 

maintained, or continued unless the name of the company or person owning, 
maintaining, or erecting said sign is plainly displayed thereon.  Said provision shall 
go into effect ninety (90) consecutive calendar days after the effective date of this 
ordinance. 

 
J.  No sign shall be erected, maintained, or continued over or into any street, public 

way, or alley right-of-way, unless specifically provided for within this Ordinance. 
 
K.  It shall be unlawful and a violation of this Ordinance for any person to fasten, place, 

paint or attach in any way: any sign, handbill, poster, advertisement, or notice of 
any kind, whether political or otherwise, or cause the same to be done in or upon 
any curb-stone, lamp post, telephone pole, telegraph pole, electric light or power 
pole, hydrant, bridge, culvert, public drinking fountain, public trash container, 
courtesy benches, rest station building, tree, or in or upon any portion of any public 
sidewalk, street or sign, except as specifically permitted within this Ordinance. 

 
L.  No sign shall be erected, maintained, or continued upon the inside of a curve of a 

street that causes any interference to sight distance in the opinion of the Zoning 
Administrator. 

 
M.  No sign shall be erected, maintained, or continued displaying flashing or 

intermittent lights, or lights of changing degrees of intensity, with changes 
alternating on not less than a five second cycle. 

 
N.  No sign shall be erected, maintained, or continued in any zone which does not 

comply fully with Section 15.0 of this ordinance, except as specifically permitted 
within this Ordinance. 

 
O.  No sign shall be erected, maintained, or continued in any zone except as provided 

for in Section 15.1 (D), unless the sign complies with all of the following regulations: 
 
1.  Is erected and maintained to advertise a use specifically permitted in the zone 

in which the sign is located or for a nonconforming use subject to the limitations 
contained in Section 9.12 (E) of this ordinance, regarding nonconforming uses. 

 
2.  Is clearly incidental, customary to and commonly associated with the operation 

of the use being advertised. 
 
3.  Is established and controlled under and by the same ownership as the use 

being advertised. 
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4.  Is limited in location to the premises on which the use being advertised is 
located. 

 
5.  Is limited in subject matter to the name, design, picture or phone number and 

address of owner, operator, builder, sales agent, managing agent, lessor, 
lessee, of the premises or of the activities (including merchandise handled or 
services rendered) on the premises on which such sign is located and does not 
include any general commercial advertising unrelated to or extending in 
substantial degrees beyond the specifically permitted subject. 

 
6.  Compliance with the exemptions listed in Section 15.2 of this article of the 

ordinance. 
 
P.  When any sign becomes defective or dangerous, as determined by the building 

department, the Zoning Administrator shall have the power and the authority to 
remove or cause to have removed such sign when the owner or agent has failed 
to comply within the time specified by the Zoning Administrator to repair or make 
said sign safe or has failed to satisfy the building department that the sign is not 
defective or dangerous. The owner or agent of said sign shall bear the full costs of 
such removal and shall be billed accordingly.  If the building department 
determines that said sign is of possible immediate danger to persons or vehicles, 
which may be passing nearby, the Zoning Administrator shall place or cause to 
have placed, signs or barriers indicating such danger. 

 
Q.  Whenever any sign, which does not comply with the provisions and regulations of 

this ordinance, collapses, burns, or if said sign is removed from its location, except 
for normal maintenance, said sign shall not be replaced or reconstructed, except 
in full compliance with all of the provisions and regulations of this ordinance. 

 
R.  The Zoning Administrator shall have the power and authority to remove or cause 

to have removed any and all signs which have been determined to be a traffic 
hazard, when the owner or agent responsible for the maintenance of said sign has 
failed to eliminate such traffic hazards within two (2) weeks from the date that the 
written notice is mailed by the Zoning Administrator. Said owner or agent shall bear 
the full costs of such removal and shall be billed accordingly. 

 
S.  Except as otherwise specified in this ordinance, signs shall be in conformance with 

the building code, where applicable, and shall be subject to the inspection and 
approval by the Building Inspector. 

 
T.  Off-premise signs shall not be permitted. 
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SECTION 15.2- SPECIAL SIGNS: The following signs are permitted in any zone without 
a fee or an application for sign permit, as provided in Section 15.4.     
 
A.  One (1) real estate sign per acre not exceeding twelve (12) square feet in outside 

area; single or double faced; maximum height of eight (8) feet, which advertises 
the sale, rental or lease of the premises on which said sign is located. Said sign 
shall not be animated; may be illuminated but only by a concealed light source, 
and only until 10:00 PM. Such signs shall be removed by owners or agent within 
ten (10) consecutive calendar days after the sale, rental, or lease of the premises. 

 
B.  Professional nameplates not exceeding one (1) square foot in outside area; single 

or double faced. Shall not be animated nor illuminated. 
 
C.  Bulletin boards not over twenty (20) square feet in outside area; single or double 

faced; maximum height of six (6) feet above grade, for public, charitable, or 
religious institutions when the same is located on the premises of said institution. 
Said sign shall not be animated; may be illuminated, but only by a concealed light 
source, and only until 10:00 PM. 

 
D.  Signs not over twenty (20) square feet in outside area; single or double faced; 

maximum height of eight (8) feet, denoting the person/firm, architect, engineer, or 
contractor, when placed upon the premises where construction work is being 
performed. Said sign shall be removed by owner or agent within ten (10) 
consecutive calendar days after completion of project or that person/firm's part of 
the project. 

 
E.  Memorial signs or tablets, containing the name of the building and the date of 

erection when built into the walls of the building and constructed of bronze, brass, 
marble, stone, or other incombustible materials. 

 
F.  Traffic signs, provided that said signs are designed and located in accordance with 

the "Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways", U.S. 
Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration. 

 
G.  Temporary signs, where permitted or required by the Zoning Administrator, to fulfill 

requirements of this ordinance or other resolutions or regulations imposed by a 
governmental entity. 

 
H.  Repainting or cleaning of an advertising sign structure or the changing of the 

advertising copy or message thereon, unless a structural change is made. 
 
I.  Special event signs advertising activities of non-profit organizations. Said signs 

shall not be up more than thirty (30) days prior to the event and shall be removed 
ten (10) days after the event. Permission for the use, size and location(s) of these 
signs shall be obtained from the city council. 
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J.  Political signs for candidates for public office.  Such signs, either single or double 
faced, cannot exceed ten (10) square feet and must be up only sixty (60) days 
prior to the election and must be removed ten (10) days after the election is held. 

 
K.  Sandwich Board signs may be installed in accordance with Section 9.30 (D)(1)(a). 
 
L.  Flat or ground / monument sign, single or double faced used for the temporary 

advertising of development, new construction, or the sale, lease, rental, 
remodeling and re-building of designated structures or a designated land area and 
shall be regulated according to the following: 
 
1.  Such signs cannot exceed twelve (12) square feet or the total area of all signs 

in a single designated land area shall not exceed in square feet the product of 
the number of acres, or fraction of acres, in the designated land area multiplied 
by twenty-five (25), provided, however, that the aggregate area of any such 
sign or signs may have an area of at least six (6) square feet, and provided 
further, that no single sign shall have an area of more than thirty-five (35) 
square feet on premises of already developed use or an area of not more than 
seventy-five (75) square feet on premises not developed. 

 
2.  The sign shall be up a maximum of 182 consecutive calendar days and may 

be renewed for an additional 182 consecutive calendar days after completion 
of the project. 

 
3.  The sign shall be located only on the premises of the property being advertised. 
 
4.  No part of the sign shall be closer than five (5) feet to any property line.  

 
SECTION 15.3 - SIGN PERMIT REQUIRED FOR ERECTION OF SIGNS: No sign shall 
be erected, except as exempted or specified within this ordinance, until all required fees 
have been paid to the proper authorities or their agents and a permit has been issued for 
such by the building department. 
 
A.  If any sign is removed and any new sign is erected in its place, a permit shall be 

obtained the same as if a new sign were erected at a new location subject to all 
requirements enumerated herein. 

 
B.  If any conforming sign is removed for maintenance and replaced on the same 

supports, a new permit will not be deemed necessary if the size and type of sign 
is not changed. 

 
C.  If any sign is removed from one location and erected at a new location, a new 

permit shall be obtained. 
 
D.  Alteration or enlargement of any sign shall require a permit the same as for a new 

sign. 
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E.  No permit shall be granted until and after an application has been filed with the 

Building Inspector of Zoning Administrator showing the plans and specifications, 
including dimensions, materials, and details of construction of proposed structure 
nor until all provisions herein have been met. 

 
SECTION 15.4 - APPLICATION FOR A SIGN PERMIT 
 
A.  Application for a sign permit shall be made and submitted at the office of the Zoning 

Administrator on the appropriate forms furnished by said administrator. 
 
B.  If any required information is left off of the application, or if any of the submitted 

information is misrepresented on the application, the permit shall be denied or shall 
become null and void if already issued, regardless of actual construction being 
started or completed. 

 
C.  Any sign not erected or constructed as represented on the application upon which 

the permit was issued shall not be construed as a hardship case, but shall be 
construed as a misrepresentation of facts on the application and a violation of this 
ordinance, and the owner or agent shall be given a two (2) week notice to remove 
said sign or correct the error. 

 
SECTION 15.5 - SIGN PERMIT FEES: The fee for a sign permit shall be as provided for 
in the building code or as otherwise established by the legislative body. 
 
SECTION 15.6 - CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNS: The following classification of signs shall 
be deemed to include all signs permitted in any zone unless other signs are specifically 
listed and provided for.  The Zoning Administrator shall determine the classification of all 
signs (Permitted use and location of signs - see Section 15.7). 
 
A.  CLASS 1: Flat, ground / monument or pole / pylon sign; single or double faced. 

 
1.  MAXIMUM SIZE OF SIGN: Six (6) square feet. 
 
2.  MAXIMUM HEIGHT ABOVE GRADE AT TOP OF SIGN: Five (5) feet. 
 
3.  LIMITATION ON NUMBER OF SIGNS: One (1) sign for each curb cut plus any 

number within the off-street parking areas. 
 
4.  OTHER LIMITATIONS: 

 
a.  May be illuminated but only from a concealed light source and shall not 

be flashing, glaring, nor animated. 
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b.  Shall be limited in subject matter to off-street parking directions and 
instructions and shall have no advertisements, company emblems or 
company logos displayed. 

 
c.  No part of any ground / monument or pole / pylon sign shall be closer than 

five (5) feet from any property line. 
 
B.  CLASS 2: Individual letter sign; single faced only. 

 
1.  MAXIMUM SIZE OF SIGN: 

 
a.  One (1) square foot of area for each horizontal linear foot of building wall 

upon which the sign or signs are to be located. 
 
b.  Maximum size of letters shall be thirty-six (36) inches in height. 

 
2.  MAXIMUM HEIGHT: Attached flat to building, but no part of the sign shall 

extend above the top or ends of the wall surface on which the sign is placed. 
  
3.  LIMITATIONS ON NUMBER OF SIGNS: 

 
a.  Buildings containing one business tenant space: One (1) sign. 
 
b.  Buildings containing multiple business tenants with a common entrance: 

One (1) sign. 
 
c.  Buildings containing multiple business tenants with a separate entrance 

for each tenant space: One (1) sign per tenant space. 
 
4.  OTHER LIMITATIONS: 

  
a.  Shall be neither flashing, nor animated. 
   
b. May be illuminated, but only from a concealed light source. 
 
c. Shall not extend outward from the building wall more than twelve (12) 

inches.  
 

C.  CLASS 3: Flat sign; single faced only. 
 
1.  MAXIMUM SIZE OF SIGN: One (1) square foot of area for each horizontal 

linear foot of building wall upon which the sign or signs are to be located; 
 
2.  MAXIMUM HEIGHT: Attached to building, but no part of the sign shall extend 

above the top or ends of the wall surface on which the sign is placed. 
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3.  LIMITATIONS ON NUMBER OF SIGNS: 
 

a.  Buildings containing one business tenant space: One (1) sign. 
 
b.  Buildings containing multiple business tenants with a common entrance: 

One (1) sign. 
 
c.  Buildings containing multiple business tenants with a separate entrance 

for each tenant space: One (1) sign per tenant space.  
  

4.  OTHER LIMITATIONS: 
 

a.  Shall be neither flashing nor animated. 
 
b.  May be illuminated, but only from a concealed light source. 
 
c.  Shall not extend outward from the building wall more than twelve (12) 

inches. 
 
D.  CLASS 4: Flat, painted, awning or projecting sign; single or double faced. 

 
1.  MAXIMUM SIZE AND NUMBER OF SIGNS: 

 
a.  Buildings containing one business tenant space: One (1) sign per street 

frontage equal to one (1) square foot per linear foot of building wall not to 
exceed twenty (20) square feet. 

 
b.  Buildings containing multiple business tenants with a common entrance – 

one (1) sign per street frontage equal to one (1) square foot per linear foot 
of building wall not to exceed thirty (30) square feet. 

 
c.  Buildings containing multiple business tenants with a separate entrance 

for each tenant space: One (1) sign per tenant space equal to one (1) 
square foot per linear foot of building wall not to exceed twenty (20) square 
feet. 

 
2.  MAXIMUM HEIGHT ABOVE GRADE AT TOP OF SIGN: Attached to building, 

but no part of the sign shall extend above the top or ends of the wall surface on 
which the sign is placed.  Projecting or awning signs shall be a minimum of 
eight (8) feet above any public sidewalk and may extend into the public right-
of-way over the sidewalk up to one-half of the width of the sidewalk. 

 
3.  OTHER LIMITATIONS: 

 
a.  Shall be neither flashing nor animated. 
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b.  May be illuminated. 
 
c.  Shall not have removable or interchangeable letters. 

 
E.  CLASS 5: Ground / Monument sign; single or double faced. 

 
1.  MAXIMUM SIZE OF SIGN: Thirty (30) square feet. 
  
2.  MAXIMUM HEIGHT ABOVE GRADE AT TOP OF SIGN: Ten (10) feet. 
 
3.  LIMITATIONS ON NUMBER OF SIGNS: 
 

a.  One (1) sign may be erected for each street frontage of the lot or building 
site on which the primary permitted use is located. 

 
b.  One (1) sign may be erected for identification purposes of a residential 

development for each major entrance. 
  

4.  OTHER LIMITATIONS: 
 

a.  Shall be neither flashing nor animated; 
 
b.  May only be illuminated from a concealed light source; 
 
c.  No part of the sign shall be closer than five (5) feet from any property line. 

 
F.  CLASS 6: Pole / Pylon sign; single or double faced. 
 

1.  MAXIMUM SIZE OF SIGN: One hundred fifty (150) square feet. 
 
2.  MAXIMUM HEIGHT ABOVE GRADE AT TOP OF SIGN: Thirty (30) feet. 
 
3.  LIMITATION ON NUMBER OF SIGNS: 

 
a.  One (1) sign may be erected on each abutting major street identifying a 

shopping complex of three (3) or more businesses located in a unified 
building or an attached group of buildings. 

  
4.  OTHER LIMITATIONS: 

 
a.  Shall be neither flashing nor animated. 
 
b.  May only be illuminated from a concealed light source. 
 
c.  No part of the sign shall be closer than five (5) feet from any property line. 
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G.  CLASS 7: Canopy sign. 
 
1.  MAXIMUM SIZE OF SIGN: One hundred and fifty (150) square feet. 
 
2.  MAXIMUM HEIGHT ABOVE GRADE AT TOP OF SIGN: Thirty (30) feet. 
 
3.  OTHER LIMITATIONS: 

 
a.  May be illuminated. 
 
b.  May extend over the sidewalk within the public right-of-way provided that 

structure does not extend beyond the edge of the sidewalk over the street 
pavement. 

 
c.  The sign shall be attached flat to the surface of the canopy and shall not 

extend above or below the surface of the canopy. 
 
H.  CLASS 8: Reader Board / Marquee sign. 

 
1.  LIMITATIONS: 

 
a.  Only one (1) reader board / marquee sign shall be permitted. 
 
b.  Shall be attached to and made a part of the class 5 or class 6 signage 

permitted within the zone. 
 
c.  The reader board / marquee shall consist of up to a maximum of 50% of 

the total allowable square footage of the class 5 sign. 
 
d.  The reader board / marquee shall consist of up to a maximum of 25% of 

the total allowable square footage of the class 6 sign. 
 
SECTION 15.7 - PERMITTED USE AND LOCATION OF SIGNS: The following classes 
of signs may be erected and maintained in the following zones, unless otherwise 
specifically provided for within this Ordinance only one (1) sign per class is permitted: 
 
A.  Conservation Zone (CO): Class 2 and Class 3  

Off-street parking areas: Class 1 
 
B.  Residential Zones (R-1A, R-1B, R-1C, R-1H, R-2, R-3): Nameplate Sign 
 
C.  Neighborhood Commercial Zones (NC-1*, NC-2*): Class 4, Class 5, and Class 7 

Off-street parking areas: Class 1 
 
D. Neighborhood Commercial Zone (NC-3): Class 4, Class 5, Class 7 and Class 8 

Off-street parking areas: Class 1 
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E.  Commercial – One Zone (C-1): Class 2 or Class 3; and Class 5 and Class 8 

Off-street parking areas: Class 1 
 
F.  Shopping Center Zone (SC): Class 2 or Class 3; and Class 5, Class 6, and Class 8 

Off-street parking areas: Class 1 
 
G.  Industrial Zone (I): Class 2 or 3; and Class 6  

Off-street parking areas: Class 1 
 
* Signs within NC (HP) zones shall receive a Certificate of Appropriateness per the 
Taylor's Daughters/Fairfield Avenue Design Review Guidelines. 

 
SECTION 15.8 - TEMPORARY ADVERTISING DISPLAY PERMITS: Temporary devices 
utilized for advertising or attracting attention to a permitted use in the Mixed Land Use 
(MLU) Zoning district, Industrial-One (I-1) Zoning district, Neighborhood Commercial-
Three (NC-3) Zoning district or Shopping Center (SC) Zoning district, Commercial One 
(C-1) Zoning district, T5 or T5.5 Zoning district, when not part of a sign, shall be permitted 
in accordance with the following regulations.  EXCEPTION: Grand Openings. 

 
1.  A Temporary Advertising Display Permit shall be obtained prior to the outdoor 

placement of any combination of balloons, banners, pennants, flags, ribbons, 
streamers, spinners or other devices intended to attract attention to the use 
advertised.  The Temporary Advertising Display Permit shall contain the dates 
the advertising devices will be utilized. 

 
2. Temporary Advertising Displays shall not exceed the height limitation as 

specified in Section 10.16 (C)(7) for location in the Industrial-One (I-1) zone, 
Section 10.12 (D)(6) for location in the Neighborhood Commercial-Three (NC-
3) zone and Section 10.13 (D)(3) for location in the Shopping Center (SC) zone 
and Section 10.17 (D)(4) for location in the Commercial-One (C)(1) zone. 

 
3.  Posters, pennants or similar devices shall not exceed fifteen (15) square feet. 
 
4.  Balloons or similar devices shall not exceed 545 cubic feet. 
 
5.  Banners shall be regulated as follows: 

 
a.  Buildings containing one business tenant space or buildings containing 

multiple business tenant spaces with a common entrance: One (1) 
banner shall be permitted. 

 
b.  Buildings containing multiple business tenants with a separate entrance 

for each tenant space: One (1) banner shall be permitted per tenant 
space. 
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c.  Shall not exceed twenty (20) square feet. 
 
d.  Shall not be illuminated. 
 
e.  Shall not extend over the public right-of-way, including public sidewalks. 
 
f.  Shall be attached parallel to the façade of the building and shall not 

extend over the roof or sides of the building. 
 
g.  In addition to the zoning districts listed in Section 15.8 above, banners 

may also be located in the Neighborhood Commercial-One (NC-1) and 
Neighborhood Commercial-Two (NC-2) zones.  

 
6.  A Temporary Advertising Display Permit shall allow for the use of temporary 

advertising devices for a maximum of fifteen (15) days.  An establishment shall 
be allowed four (4) Temporary Advertising Displays in any one calendar year. 

 
7.  Temporary Advertising Displays shall not be permitted in any public right-of-

way and shall meet safety and performance requirements as specified by the 
Zoning Administrator. 

 
8.  Any time a Temporary Advertising Display becomes dilapidated, in the opinion 

of the Zoning Administrator, the Zoning Administrator shall require the display 
to be immediately repaired or removed. 

 
10. The fee for a Temporary Advertising Display Permit shall be as provided for in 

the adopted fee schedule. 
 
 
 
 
 

[The remainder of this page intentionally left blank.] 
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ARTICLE XVI - ADMINISTRATION 
 
SECTION 16.0 - ENFORCING OFFICER: A Zoning Administrator (official or officials 
appointed by the legislative body for carrying out the provisions and enforcement of this 
ordinance) shall administer and enforce this ordinance. The officer may be provided with 
assistance of other persons as the legislative body directs.  The Zoning Administrator 
shall possess all the powers granted by KRS 100.271. 
 
If the Zoning Administrator finds that any provisions of this ordinance are being violated, 
the officer shall take such action as is permitted by law. 
 
In addition to the foregoing, the Zoning Administrator shall have the authority to order 
discontinuance of illegal use of land, buildings, structures, signs, fences or additions, 
alterations or structural changes thereto. 
 
It shall be illegal for any person or entity to interfere with the Zoning Administrator in the 
performance of his or her duties as defined herein. 
 
SECTION 16.1 - ZONING PERMITS: Zoning permits shall be issued in accordance with 
the following provisions: 
 
A.  ZONING PERMIT REQUIRED: No land shall be used or building or other structure 

shall be erected, moved, added to, structurally altered, or changed from one 
permitted use to another, nor shall any grading take place on any lot or parcel of 
ground without a permit approved by the Zoning Administrator. No zoning permit 
shall be issued except in conformity with the provisions of this Ordinance, except 
after written orders from the Board of Adjustment. 

 
B.  APPLICATION FOR ZONING PERMITS: All applications for zoning permits shall 

be accompanied by: 
 
1.  A completed application form provided by the Zoning Administrator. 
 
2.  The required fee for a zoning permit as provided for in Section 20.0 of this 

ordinance. 
 
3.  An approved Development Plan, if required by this ordinance. 
 
4. Two copies of a plot plan, when determined necessary by the Zoning 

Administrator, drawn at a scale of not less than one (1) inch to fifty (50) feet, 
showing the following information as required by this ordinance: 

 
•  The location of every existing and proposed building, including dimensions 

and height, and the number, size and type of dwelling units. 
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•  All property lines including the shape and dimensions of the lot to be built 
upon. 

 
•  Lot width at building setback line. 
 
•  Minimum front, side and rear yard setbacks. 
 
•  Existing topography with a maximum of five-foot contour intervals. 
 
•  Total lot area in square feet. 
 
•  Location and dimensions of all access points, driveways, and off-street 

parking spaces. 
 
•  A drainage plan of the lot and its relationship to adjacent properties, 

including spot elevations of the proposed finished grade, and provisions for 
adequate control of erosion and sedimentation, indicating the proposed 
temporary and permanent control practices and measures that will be 
implemented during all phases of clearing, grading, and construction. 

 
•  All sidewalks, walkways and open spaces. 
 
•  Location, type and height of walls, fences, and buffer plantings. 
 
•  Location of existing and proposed streets, including rights-of-way and 

pavement widths. 
 
•  All existing and proposed water, sanitary and storm sewer facilities to serve 

the lot, including pipe sizes, types, and grades. 
 

C.  ISSUANCE OF ZONING PERMIT: The Zoning Administrator shall either approve 
or deny the application (when required by this ordinance -- e.g., Development Plan 
submitted required -- the Planning Commission, or its duly authorized 
representative, approval or denial shall also be required).  If denied, one (1) copy 
of the submitted plans shall be returned to the applicant marked “denied” and shall 
indicate the reasons for such denial thereon.  Such denial shall be attested by the 
Zoning Administrator’s signature. The Zoning Administrator shall retain the other 
copy, similarly marked. 

 
If approved, one (1) copy of the submitted plans shall be returned to the applicant, 
marked “approved.” Such approval shall be attested by the Zoning Administrator’s 
signature. The Zoning Administrator shall retain the other copy, similarly marked. 
The Zoning Administrator shall also issue a zoning permit to the applicant at this 
time and shall retain a duplicate copy. 
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D.  FAILURE TO COMPLY: Failure to obtain a zoning permit shall be a violation of 
this ordinance and punishable under Section 16.10 of this ordinance. 
 
SECTION 16.2 – RESERVED 
 
SECTION 16.3 - BUILDING PERMITS: Building permits shall be issued in accordance 
with the following provisions: 
 
A.  BUILDING PERMITS REQUIRED: No building or other structure shall be erected, 

moved, added to, or structurally altered without a permit issued by the Building 
Inspector. No building permit shall be issued except in conformity with the 
provisions of this ordinance, except after written orders from the Board of 
Adjustment.  In accordance with KRS 100.267, if no building permit has been 
issued and a builder begins or continues to build, a restraining order may be 
obtained. 

 
B.  APPLICATION FOR BUILDING PERMITS: All applications for building permits 

shall be accompanied by: 
 
1.  A completed application form provided by the Building Inspector. 
 
2.  Zoning approval, if applicable. 
 
3.  The required fee for a building permit as provided for in Section 20.0 of this 

ordinance. 
 
4.  An approved Development Plan, if required by this ordinance. 
 
5.  Plans in duplicate approved by the Zoning Administrator (if applicable) and 

including any additional information required by the building code and/or 
Building Inspector, as may be necessary to determine conformance with and 
provide for the enforcement of the building code and the Kentucky Revised 
Statutes. 

 
C.  ISSUANCE OF BUILDING PERMIT: The Building Inspector shall either approve 

or deny the application. If denied, one (1) copy of the submitted plans shall be 
returned to the applicant marked “denied” and shall indicate the reasons for such 
denial thereon. Such denial shall be attested by the Building Inspector’s signature.  
The Building Inspector shall retain the second copy, similarly marked. 

 
If approved, one (1) copy of the submitted plans shall be returned to the applicant 
marked “approved.” Such approval shall be attested by the Building Inspector’s 
signature. The second copy, similarly marked, shall be retained by the Building 
Inspector. The Building Inspector shall also issue a building permit to the applicant 
at this time and shall retain a duplicate copy. 
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D.  COMPLIANCE: It shall be unlawful to issue a building permit or occupancy permit, 
to build, create, erect, change, alter, convert, or occupy any building or structure 
hereafter, unless zoning approval has been obtained. 

 
E.  BUILDING PERMITS ISSUED PRIOR TO THE ADOPTION OF THIS 

ORDINANCE: Building permits issued in conformance with the building code of 
the legislative body prior to the date of adoption of this ordinance, whether 
consistent or inconsistent with this ordinance, shall be valid for a period of 180 
consecutive calendar days from time of issuance of the permit. If construction in 
connection with such a permit has not been started within such a 180 consecutive 
calendar day period, the permit shall be void and a new permit, consistent with all 
provisions of this ordinance and the building code shall be required. For purposes 
of this section, construction shall be deemed to have started at the time of 
completion of the foundation. 

 
F.  EXPIRATION OF BUILDING PERMIT: If the work described in any building permit 

has not begun within thirty (30) consecutive calendar days from the date of 
issuance thereof, said permit shall expire and be cancelled by the Building 
Inspector and no construction shall be permitted until a new building permit has 
been obtained, except, an extension may be granted if sufficient evidence can be 
demonstrated why the work described in the building permit was not begun.  For 
purposes of this section, construction shall be deemed to have started at the time 
of completion of the foundation. 

 
The building permit shall expire after a period of six (6) months from the date the 
permit was issued.  The Building Inspector and/or Zoning Administrator may grant 
an extension if sufficient evidence can be demonstrated why the work described 
in the building permit was not completed as herein specified. 

 
G.  CONSTRUCTION AND USE: Use, arrangement or construction at variance with 

that approved application and/or plans shall be deemed in violation of this 
ordinance and punishable as provided in Section 16.10 of this ordinance. 

 
SECTION 16.4 - CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY: It shall be unlawful for an owner to 
use or permit the use of any building or land or part thereof, hereafter created, changed, 
converted or enlarged, wholly or partly, until a certificate of occupancy, which shall be a 
part of the building permit, shall have been issued by the Building Inspector. Such 
certificate shall show that such building or land or part thereof and the proposed use 
thereof are in conformity with the provisions of this ordinance.  It shall be the duty of the 
Building Inspector to issue a certificate of occupancy, provided that he has checked and 
is satisfied that the building and the proposed use thereof conform to all the requirements 
of this ordinance and the building code. 
 
SECTION 16.5 - CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY FOR EXISTING BUILDING: Upon 
written request from the property owner, the Building Inspector shall issue a certificate of 
occupancy for any building or land existing at the time of enactment of this ordinance, 
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certifying, after inspection, the extent and kind of use made of the building or land, and 
whether such use conforms with the provisions of this ordinance. 
 
SECTION 16.6 - CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY FOR LAWFUL NONCONFORMING 
USES AND STRUCTURES: A certificate of occupancy shall be required of all lawful 
nonconforming uses of land or buildings created by this ordinance. A fee as provided for 
in Section 20.0 of this ordinance, shall be charged for said certificate. 
 
Applications for such certificates of occupancy for nonconforming uses of land and 
buildings shall be filed with the Building Inspector by the owner or lessee of the land or 
building occupied by such nonconforming uses within six (6) consecutive calendar 
months of the effective date of this ordinance. Failure to apply for such certificate of 
occupancy will place upon the owner and lessee the entire burden of proof that such use 
of land or buildings lawfully existed on the effective date of this ordinance. 
 
It shall be the duty of the Building Inspector to issue a certificate of occupancy for lawful 
nonconforming uses upon application and such certificate shall identify the extent to 
which the nonconforming use exists at the time of issuance of such certificate. 
 
SECTION 16.7 - DENIAL OF CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY:  Except as herein 
stated, a certificate of occupancy shall not be issued unless the proposed use of a building 
or land conforms to the applicable provisions of this ordinance and to plans for which the 
building permit was issued. 
 
SECTION 16.8 - CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY RECORDS:  A record of all 
certificates of occupancy shall be kept on file in the offices of the Building Inspector and 
copies shall be furnished, on request, to any person having a proprietary building affected 
by such certificate of occupancy. 
 
SECTION 16.9 - COMPLAINTS REGARDING VIOLATIONS:  Whenever a violation of 
this ordinance occurs, or is alleged to have occurred, any person may file a written 
complaint. Such complaint, stating fully the causes and bases thereof, shall be filed with 
the Zoning Administrator. The Zoning Administrator shall record properly such complaint, 
investigate, and take action thereon as provided by this ordinance and the Kentucky 
Revised Statutes. 
 
SECTION 16.10 – PENALTIES:  Any person or entity who violates any of the provisions 
of this ordinance shall upon conviction be fined not less than ten dollars ($10.00) but no 
more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) for each conviction. Each day of violation shall 
constitute a separate offense. 
 
SECTION 16.11 - RESERVED 
 
 

[The remainder of this page intentionally left blank.] 
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ARTICLE XVII – PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
SECTION 17.0 – GENERAL:  The Planning Commission shall be regulated by KRS 
100.133 to 100.182. 
 
SECTION 17.1 - COMPREHENSIVE PLAN:  The Planning Commission shall prepare a 
Comprehensive Plan, which shall serve as a guide for public and private actions and 
decisions to assure the development of public and private property in the most 
appropriate relationships.  The required contents, research and elements of the 
Comprehensive Plan shall be regulated by KRS 100.183 to 100.197. 
 
SECTION 17.2 – LAND USE MANAGEMENT:  Land use management shall be regulated 
by KRS 100.201 to 100.214.   
 
A.  CONTENT OF ZONING REGULATIONS, APPEAL, AND SPECIAL PROVISONS: 

Shall be regulated by KRS 100.203. 
 
1.  In accordance with KRS 100.203, an applicant, at the time of filing of the 

application for a map amendment, may elect to have any variances or 
conditional use permits for the same development to be heard and finally 
decided by the Planning Commission at the same public hearing set for the 
map amendment, or by the Board of Adjustment as otherwise provided for in 
this ordinance. 

 
2.  Application to review a variance and conditional use permit shall include 

submission of a Development Plan, in accordance with the applicable 
requirements of Section 9.20 (A) of this ordinance.  In review and approval of 
said application, the Planning Commission shall assume all powers and duties 
otherwise exercised by the Board of Adjustment, pursuant to KRS 100.231, 
100.233, 100.237, 100.241, 100.243, 100.247, and 100.251. 

 
3.  When application is made for a variance or conditional use permit pursuant to 

this section, the zoning official or designee shall provide written notice at least 
fourteen (14) days in advance of the public hearing on the application to an 
owner of every parcel of property adjoining property to which the application 
applies.  Written notice shall be by first-class mail with certification by the 
zoning official that the notice was mailed. 

 
4.  When application is made for a variance or conditional use permit pursuant to 

this section, the applicant shall post notice of the hearing conspicuously on the 
property for fourteen (14) consecutive days immediately prior to the hearing.  
Posting shall be as follows: 

 
a.  The sign shall state “VARIANCE HEARING” or “CONDITIONAL USE 

HEARING” (whichever applies) in capital letters three (3) inches in 
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height.  The time, place and date of the hearing shall be in letters at least 
one (1) inch in height; and 

 
b.  The size and number of signs shall be approved by the zoning official or 

designee.  The sign shall be constructed of durable material and shall 
state the telephone number of the zoning official or designee.  

 
B.  AMENDMENT PROCEDURE: A request for a map or text amendment shall be 

made by completing an application provided by the City of Bellevue.  The 
procedure for amending the zoning map or text shall be regulated by KRS 100.211 
to 100.214. 

 
C.  MINIMUM SIZE OF NEW ZONES: No amendment to this ordinance shall be 

adopted whereby the zoning classification of an area is changed unless the total 
area being applied for meets the following requirements as to minimum size: the 
zoning map shall not be amended, changed, or modified in such a manner as to 
create a free standing zone of less than one (1) acre except where specific area 
restrictions are stipulated in this ordinance, or as outlined in the adopted 
Comprehensive Plan by the Planning Commission. For the purpose of computing 
the total size of an area to be rezoned for compliance herewith, there shall be 
added to such area: (1) the area of public rights-of-way interior to the area being 
changed; (2) one-half the area of public rights-of-way abutting the area being 
changed; (3) the area of any land which is contiguous to the area being changed 
(including land located outside the jurisdiction of the legislative body but 
contiguous thereto and which land already bears the zoning classification sought 
for the area being changed.  For the purpose of this section, neither continuity nor 
abutment shall be destroyed by the existence of a street, alley, or City’s corporation 
line. 

 
D.  SUBMISSION OF DEVELOPMENT PLAN AS A CONDITION TO COMMERCIAL, 

MULTI - FAMILY RESIDENTIAL, OR INDUSTRIAL ZONING MAP AMENDMENT: 
Any request for a zoning map amendment, excluding those submitted by the 
legislative body (other than for a zone change for land under City ownership that 
the City intends to develop) and the Planning Commission, to any commercial 
zone, multi - family residential zone, or industrial zone shall be made in accordance 
with all applicable requirements of this ordinance, including the following: 
 
1.  APPLICATION AND PROCESSING:  Application for a zoning map amendment 

shall be processed in two stages: 
 

a.  In addition to the amendment application filing requirements, as 
provided for in Section 17.2 (B) of this ordinance, an application for a 
zoning map amendment shall also be filed with the Zoning 
Administrator and shall include a Development Plan indicating the 
applicable requirements of Section 9.20 (A) or (B) of this ordinance. 
The Zoning Administrator may waive the submission of such data 
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involving detailed engineering study until such time as the zoning 
amendment has been granted. 

 
b.  The Planning Commission shall hold a public hearing on the proposed 

application and review said application with regard to the required 
elements of the Development Plan, and other applicable requirements 
of this ordinance. Upon holding such a hearing, the Planning 
Commission shall make one of the following recommendations to the 
legislative body: approval, approval with condition(s), or disapproval.  
The Planning Commission shall submit, along with their 
recommendations, a copy of the Development Plan and the bases for 
their recommendation. 

 
c.  The legislative body shall, within ninety (90) consecutive days after 

receiving the recommendations of the Planning Commission, review 
said recommendations and take action to approve or disapprove the 
proposed Development Plan. Such approval may incorporate any 
conditions imposed by the Planning Commission. However, should the 
legislative body take action to impose different conditions than were 
reviewed and recommended by the Planning Commission, then said 
conditions shall be resubmitted to the Planning Commission for further 
review and recommendations, in accordance with the process required 
for the initial review. 

 
d.  The legislative body shall forward a copy of the approved Development 

Plan to the Zoning Administrator, or the City’s duly authorized 
representative, for further processing, in accordance with the applicable 
requirements of this ordinance. 

 
e.  If the detailed engineering data required under 9.20 (A) or (B) of this 

ordinance had been waived by the Zoning Administrator in the initial 
submission of the Development Plan, then such data shall be submitted 
for review in accordance with the requirements of Section 9.19 of this 
ordinance before a permit may be issued for construction. 

 
The Zoning Administrator, in reviewing the Development Plan, may authorize 
minor adjustments from the approved Development Plan, provided that the 
adjustments do not: affect the spatial relationship of structures, change land uses, 
increase overall density, alter circulation patterns (vehicular and pedestrian), 
decrease the amount and/or usability of open space or recreation areas, or affect 
other applicable requirements of this ordinance. 
 
2.  AMENDMENTS:  Any amendments to plans, except for the minor adjustments 

which may be permitted by the Zoning Administrator as noted above, shall be 
made in accordance with the procedure required by this ordinance, subject to 
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the same limitations and requirements as those under which such plans were 
originally approved. 

 
3.  EXPIRATION: The zoning map amendment shall be subject to the time 

constraints as noted below. Upon expiration of said time period, and any 
extensions thereto, the legislative body may initiate a request for a public 
hearing by the Planning Commission, in accordance with the requirements of 
KRS Chapter 100, for the purpose of determining whether said zoning map 
amendment should revert to its original designation. A public hearing may be 
initiated if substantial construction has not been initiated within a period of 
twelve (12) consecutive months from the date of approval of the Development 
Plan by the legislative body, provided that an extension may be permitted upon 
approval of the legislative body or its duly authorized representative, if sufficient 
proof can be demonstrated that the construction was delayed due to 
circumstances beyond the applicant's control, and that prevailing conditions 
have not changed appreciably to render the approved Development Plan 
obsolete. The amount of construction that constitutes initiating substantial 
construction shall be as approved in the Development Plan. 

 
 
SECTION 17.3 - RESERVED 
 
 
SECTION 17.4 - RESERVED 
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ARTICLE XVIII - BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
 
SECTION 18.0 - GENERAL: The Board of Adjustment shall be regulated by KRS 100.217 
to 100.263. 
 
SECTION 18.1 - REQUEST FOR HEARING: A request for a Board of Adjustment hearing 
shall be made by completing an application provided by the City of Bellevue. 
 
A.  CONDITIONAL USES: 

 
1.  DETERMINATION:  The Board of Adjustment may authorize a conditional use 

to be located within any zone in which such conditional use is permitted, if the 
evidence presented by the applicant is such as to establish, beyond any 
reasonable doubt: 

 
a.  That the proposed use at the particular location is necessary or 

desirable to provide a service or facility which will contribute to the 
general well being of the neighborhood or the community. 

 
b.  That such use will not be detrimental to the health, safety, or general 

welfare of persons residing or working in the vicinity, or injurious to 
property or improvements in the vicinity. 

 
c.  Evaluation of the proposed conditional use and/or Development Plan 

shall be based upon the following criteria, where applicable: 
 

1.  Design: 
 

•  Agreement with various elements of the Comprehensive 
Plan, and where applicable, any other adopted plan. 

 
•  Adequacy of the proposed site, considering such factors as 

the sufficiency of the size of the site to comply with the 
established criteria, the configuration of the site, and the 
extent to which the site is formed by logical boundaries (e.g. 
topography, natural features, streets, relationship of 
adjacent uses, etc.). 

 
•  Nature and extent of the proposed uses in relation to the 

unique characteristics of the site. 
 
•  Extent to which the design of the proposed development 

responds to the natural and man - made features of the site. 
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•  Building locations should be planned to accomplish a 
desirable transition with open spaces, pedestrian areas, and 
off-street parking areas. 

 
•  Extent to which the scale of each building relates to the 

natural environment. 
 
•  The primary activity area of a building should be oriented 

toward a natural site amenity. 
 
•  The location of buildings should be designed to provide for 

an orderly rhythm by avoiding long, unbroken building 
facades. 

 
•  Heights of structures should be compatible with the height 

of existing structures adjacent to the site. 
 

2.  Circulation: 
 

•  Amount of traffic that would be generated by the proposed 
development and the ability of the existing street system to 
adequately handle said traffic. Where deficiencies exist, 
proposed traffic improvements that would correct such 
deficiencies may be considered. 

 
•  Extent to which the design of the internal street system 

provides for the efficient and safe movement of traffic within 
and adjacent to the site. 

 
•  The circulation system should follow the natural terrain of 

the site. 
 
•  The circulation system should provide for the continuation of 

existing streets and provide for the connection of proposed 
streets to adjoining properties. 

 
•  Extent to which the complete separation of pedestrian and 

vehicular circulation systems is achieved. 
 
•  Pedestrian street crossings should provide for safe 

crossings where there is good sight distance along the street 
or at a grade-separated crossing. 

 
3.  Open Space: 
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•  Existing trees, streams, natural features, and scenic views 
should be preserved and maintained where feasible and 
practicable. 

 
•  Extent to which an overall landscaping plan is developed 

and achieved to compliment the overall project. 
 
•  Landscaping should be an integral part in the design of off-

street parking areas to soften the impact of hard surfaced 
areas on adjacent areas. 

 
•  Open spaces should not be isolated from one another by 

unrelated physical obstructions, but rather, should be linked 
together by open space corridors having a reasonable width. 

 
•  Open spaces and landscaping along the perimeter of the 

site shall be compatible with adjoining uses and zones. 
 

4.  Public Services/Utilities: 
 

•  Extent to which all necessary public utilities and facilities are 
available to service the proposed development, including 
police and fire protection, water and sewer services, and 
other services normally provided within the area. Where 
deficiencies exist, improvements that would correct such 
deficiencies may be considered. 

 
5.  Signage: 

 
•  Signage should be designed to protect and enhance the 

visual amenities of the site. 
 
•  A sign package should be developed for the entire 

development that forms an integral part of the total design 
of the site. 

 
•  All signs should be of a complimentary scale and proportion 

in design and in visual relationship to the site and buildings. 
 
•  Extent to which signs define and enhance the architectural 

elements of a building or site. 
 
•  Extent to which signage is consolidated and coordinated 

with the overall site design. 
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2.  CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS: The Board of Adjustment shall issue 
conditional use permits in accordance with KRS 100.237.  

 
B.  VARIANCES: An application for a variance and the findings necessary for granting 

a variance shall be regulated by KRS 100.241 to 100.251.  When application is 
made for a variance, written notice shall be given at least fourteen (14) days in 
advance of the public hearing on the application to the applicant and an owner of 
every parcel of property adjoining property to which the application applies.  
Written notice shall be by first-class mail with certification by the Board’s secretary 
or other officer that the notice was mailed. 

 
C.  NONCONFORMING USE: The existence, continuance, change, and duration of 

and application for a nonconforming use shall be regulated by KRS 100.253. 
 
D.  ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW: Shall be regulated by KRS 100.257 to 100.263. 

 
1.  DECISIONS OF THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT: 

 
a.  In exercising administrative review powers, the Board of Adjustment 

may, so long as such action is in conformity with the provisions of this 
ordinance, reverse or affirm wholly or partly, or may modify the order, 
requirements, decision, or determination as made by the Zoning 
Administrator, from whom the appeal is taken. 

 
b.  A majority of board members present and voting shall be necessary to 

reverse any order, requirement, decision, or determination of the 
Zoning Administrator, so long as such action is in conformity with the 
provisions of this ordinance, or to decide in favor of the applicant on 
any matter upon which it is required to pass under this ordinance, or to 
effect any variation in the application of this ordinance. 

 
c.  The details of the decisions of the board shall be forwarded to the 

Zoning Administrator. 
 
d.  An appeal stays all proceedings in furtherance of the action appealed 

from, unless the Zoning Administrator from whom the appeal is taken, 
certifies to the Board of Adjustment, after the notice of appeal is filed 
with him, that by reason of facts stated in the certificate, a stay would, 
in his opinion, cause imminent peril to life and/or property. In such case, 
proceedings shall not be stayed other than by a court of record on 
application, or on notice to the Zoning Administrator from whom the 
appeal is taken and on due cause shown. 

 
 

[The remainder of this page intentionally left blank.] 
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ARTICLE XIX – MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 
 
SECTION 19.0 - APPEALS FROM PLANNING COMMISSION, BOARD OF 
ADJUSTMENT, OR LEGISLATIVE BODY:  Any appeal from the Planning Commission, 
Board of Adjustment, or legislative body action shall be taken in accordance with KRS 
100.347. 
 
SECTION 19.1 - FILING OF CERTIFICATES OF LAND USE RESTRICTIONS:  A 
"Certificate of Land Use Restriction" shall be filed in the office of the county clerk by the 
Planning Commission, legislative body, and/or Board of Adjustment, whichever body(s) 
impose(s) any land use restrictions according to the provisions of KRS 100.3681 to 
100.3684.  The appropriate fee for recording such filing shall be collected by the body 
imposing the restriction. This fee shall be paid over to the county clerk. An additional fee 
may be imposed by the body imposing the restriction for costs of completing and filing the 
certificate. 
 
SECTION 19.2 - RESERVED 
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ARTICLE XX – FEES, CHARGES AND EXPENSES 
  
SECTION 20.0 - SCHEDULE OF FEES, CHARGES AND EXPENSES: The schedule of 
fees, charges, and expenses shall be as established by separate City Ordinance. 
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ARTICLE XXI - FORM BASED CODE 
 
 
SECTION 21.1 - GENERAL TO ALL PLANS: 

 

A. AUTHORITY 

 

1. The City Council of the City of Bellevue, Commonwealth of Kentucky, hereby 

enacts and adopts this amendment to the Official Zoning Ordinance, to be 

known as the Form-Based Code (this Code), and it is added to the Official 

Zoning and designated as Section 21. The Form-Based Code is enacted and 

adopted pursuant to the authority granted the City by K.R.S. § 100.203. 

 

2. This Code is hereby enacted and adopted as an expression of the goals and 

objectives of the Comprehensive Plan of the City of Bellevue.  The Form-

Based Code is also intended to promote the following goals and objectives: 

 

a. Protection of the environment; 

 

b. Reduction of vehicular traffic congestion; 

 

c. More efficient use of public funds; 

 

d. Promote a viable pedestrian environment; 

 

e. Eliminate or reduce sprawl development; 

 

3. This Code was adopted and may be amended by vote of the Planning and 

Zoning Commission and City Council.  

 

B. APPLICABILITY 

 

1. Provisions of this Code are activated by "shall" when required; "should" when 

recommended; and "may" when optional.  

 

2. The provisions of this Code, when in conflict, shall take precedence over 

those of other codes, ordinances, regulations and standards except the Local 

Health and Safety Codes. 

 

3. The existing Official Zoning Ordinance of the City of Bellevue, 

Commonwealth of Kentucky and the City of Bellevue, Commonwealth of 

Kentucky Subdivision Regulations (the “Existing Local Codes”) shall continue 
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to be applicable to zones not covered by this Code except where the Existing 

Local Codes would be in conflict with this Code. 

 

4. Capitalized terms used throughout this Code may be defined in Section 21.5. 

Glossary. Section 21.5 contains regulatory language that is integral to this 

Code. Those terms not defined in Section 21.5 shall be accorded their 

commonly accepted meanings unless otherwise found in the Article 7. In the 

event of conflicts between these definitions and those of the Existing Local 

Codes, those of this Code shall take precedence. 

 

5. The maps and charts accompanying this Article are specifically incorporated 

by reference herein. 

 

C. INTENT  

 

1. The intent and purpose of this Code is to enable, encourage and qualify the 

implementation of the following policies: 

 

2. THE REGION 

 

a. That the region should retain its natural infrastructure and visual 

character derived from topography, woodlands, riparian corridors and 

the river.  

 

b. That development contiguous to urban areas should be structured in the 

Infill TND or Infill RCD pattern and be integrated with the existing urban 

pattern.  

 

c. That transportation Corridors should be planned and reserved in 

coordination with land use. 

 

d. That green Corridors should be used to define and connect the 

urbanized areas. 

 

e. That the region should include a network of transit, pedestrian, and 

bicycle systems that provide alternatives to the automobile. 

 

3. THE COMMUNITY 

 

a. That Infill TNDs and Regional Centers should be compact, pedestrian-

oriented and Mixed Use.  
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b. That Infill TNDs and Regional Centers should be the preferred pattern 

of development and that zoning districts specializing in a single use 

should be the exception. 

 

c. That ordinary activities of daily living should occur within walking 

distance of most dwellings, allowing independence to those who do not 

drive.  

 

d. That interconnected networks of Thoroughfares should be designed to 

disperse and reduce the length of automobile trips. 

 

e. That within neighborhoods, a range of housing types and price levels 

should be provided to accommodate social and economic diversity. 

 

f. That appropriate Densities and land uses should be provided within 

walking distance of transit stops. 

 

g. That Civic, institutional, and Commercial activity should be embedded 

in Downtown, not isolated in remote single-use complexes.  

 

h. That schools should be sized and located to enable children to walk or 

bicycle to them. 

 

i. That a range of Open Space including Greens, Squares, and 

playgrounds should be distributed within neighborhoods and 

Downtown.  

 

4. THE BLOCK AND THE BUILDING 

 

a. That buildings and landscaping should contribute to the physical 

definition of Thoroughfares as Civic places. 

 

b. That development should adequately accommodate automobiles while 

respecting the pedestrian and the spatial form of public areas.  

 

c. That architecture and landscape design should reflect local climate, 

topography, history, and building practice. 

 

d. That buildings should be in harmony with Bellevue's built environment 

and incorporate contemporary energy-saving technology. 

 

e. That Civic Buildings and public gathering places should reinforce 

community identity and support self-government. 
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f. That Civic Buildings should reflect the characteristics of government 

buildings in terms of mass, scale and design. 

 

g. That the restoration, rehabilitation, and adaptive re-use of historic 

buildings is encouraged in order to affirm Bellevue's social and 

architectural heritage. 

 

That the harmonious and orderly evolution of urban areas should be secured 

through form-based codes in the zones subject to this Article. 

 

5. THE TRANSECT 

 

a. That communities should provide meaningful choices in living 

arrangements as manifested by distinct physical environments.  

 

b. That the Transect Zone descriptions on Table 21-1 shall constitute the 

Intent of this Code with regard to the general character of each of these 

environments.   

 

D. PROCESS  

 

1. The standards for the Transect Zones shall be determined as set forth in 

Section 21.2, Section 21.3, and Section 21.4 through a process of public 

consultation with approval by the City Council, in accordance with KRS 

100.203 

 

2. Should a violation of an approved Regulating Plan occur during construction, 

or should any construction, site work, or development be commenced 

without an approved Regulating Plan, the Zoning Administrator has the right 

to require the owner to stop, remove, and/or mitigate the violation, or to 

require the owner to apply for and secure a Variance to remedy the violation. 

 

3. Administrative review and appeals shall be regulated by Section 18.1(D) and 

Section 19.0. 

 

E. VARIANCES 

 

1. A Variance is a departure from dimensional terms of this ordinance, 

pertaining to the height, width, or location of structures, and the size of yards 

and open spaces. (Cf. Article 7) 
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2. A request for a Variance shall not subject the entire application to public 

hearing, but only that portion necessary to rule on the specific issue requiring 

the relief.  Variances shall be regulated in accordance with Bellevue Zoning 

Ordinance Section 18.1B; 18.1D; KRS 100.257-263. 
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TABLE 21-1. TRANSECT DESCRIPTIONS 

This table provides descriptions of the character of each T-zone 
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T-1 NATURAL 

T-1 Natural Zone consists of lands 

approximating or reverting to a wilderness 

condition, including lands unsuitable for 

settlement due to topography, hydrology or 

vegetation. 

 

 

 

 

 

T-2 RURAL 

T-2 Rural Zone consists of sparsely settled 

lands in open or cultivated states. These 

include woodland, agricultural land, and 

grassland. Typical buildings are farmhouses 

and agricultural buildings. T-2 does not 

occur in the City of Bellevue. 

 

 

 

 

 

T-3 SUB-URBAN 

T-3 Sub-Urban Zone consists of low-density 

residential areas, adjacent to higher zones 

that have some mixed use. Home 

occupations and outbuildings are allowed. 

Planting is naturalistic and setbacks are 

relatively deep. Blocks may be large and the 

roads irregular to accommodate natural 

conditions. 

 

 

 

 

 

T-4 GENERAL URBAN 

T-4 General Urban Zone consists of a mixed 

use but primarily residential urban fabric. It 

may have a wide range of building types: 

single, Sideyard, and Rowhouses. Setbacks 

and landscaping are variable. Streets with 

curbs and side¬walks define medium-sized 

Blocks. 

 

 

 

 

 

T-5, T-5.3 & T5.5 URBAN CENTER 

T-2 RURAL 

T-2 Rural Zone consists of sparsely settled 

lands in open or cultivated states. These 

include woodland, agricultural land, and 

grassland. Typical buildings are farmhouses 

and agricultural buildings. T-2 does not occur 

in the City of Bellevue. 

 

 

 

 

T-3 SUB-URBAN 

T-3 Sub-Urban Zone consists of low-density 

residential areas, adjacent to higher zones 

that have some mixed use. Home 

occupations and outbuildings are allowed. 

Planting is naturalistic and setbacks are 

relatively deep. Blocks may be large and the 

roads irregular to accommodate natural 

conditions. 

 

 

 

 

T-4 GENERAL URBAN 

T-4 General Urban Zone consists of a mixed 

use but primarily residential urban fabric. It 

may have a wide range of building types: 

single, Sideyard, and Rowhouses. Setbacks 

and landscaping are variable. Streets with 

curbs and sidewalks define medium-sized 

Blocks. 

 

 

 

 

 

General Character: Natural landscape with some agricultural use 

Building Placement: Not applicable 

Frontage Types: Not applicable 

Typical Building Height: Not applicable 

Type of Civic Space: Parks, Greenways 

 

 

General Character: Primarily agricultural with woodland & wetland and 

scattered buildings 

Building Placement: Variable Setbacks 

Frontage Types: Not applicable 

Typical Building Height: 1- to 2-Story for houses 

Type of Civic Space: Parks, Greenways 

 

 

General Character: Lawns and landscaped yards surrounding 

detached single-family houses; pedestrians 

occasionally 

Building Placement: Large and variable front and side yard Setbacks 

Frontage Types: Common lawn, porch & fence, naturalistic tree 

planting 

Typical Building Height: 1- to 2-Story with some 3-Story 

Type of Civic Space: Parks, Greenways 

 

 

General Character: Mix of Houses, Rowhouses and small Multi-

family buildings with scattered Commercial 

activity; balance between landscape and 

buildings; presence of pedestrians. 

Building Placement: Shallow to medium front and side yard Setbacks 

Frontage Types: Porches, fences, Dooryards, and Storefronts 

Typical Building Height: 1- to 3-Story with a few Mixed Use buildings 

Type of Civic Space: Squares, Greens 
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T5.3 

T5.5 

T-5 URBAN CENTER 

T-5 Urban Center Zone consists of higher density 

mixed-use development that accommodates 

Retail, Offices, Row-houses, and Multi-family 

buildings. It has a tight network of streets, with 

wide sidewalks, steady street planting and 

buildings set close to the sidewalk. 

General Character: Shops mixed with Townhouses, larger Multi-

famiily buildings, Offices, work place and Civic 

buildings; predominantly attached buildings; 

trees within the public right-of-way; and 

substantial pedestrian activity. 

Building Placement: Shallow Setbacks or none; buildings oriented 

to street defining a street wall. 

Frontage Types: Stoops, Shopfronts 

Typical Building Height: 1 to 4 Story with some variation 

T5 

T-5.3 URBAN REVIVAL 

T5.3 Urban Revival Zone consists of higher 

density mixed-use development that 

accommodates Retail, Offices, and Multi-family 

buildings. Infill and existing structures previously 

vacant or antiquated within an existing urban 

fabric that are, restored, rehabilitated or provide 

new adaptive re-use(s). It has a network of 

existing streets, sidewalks, and steady street 

tree planting with buildings set close to the 

sidewalks. 

 

General Character: Predominately infill development and existing 

buildings comprised of a variety of commercial, 

retail, office and residential uses; trees within 

the public right-of-way; and supported by 

substantial pedestrian activity. 

Building Placement: Shallow Setbacks or none; buildings oriented to 

street defining a street wall. 

Frontage Types: Stoops, Shopfronts 

Typical Building Height: 1 to 4 Story with some variation  

T5.5 URBAN CENTER  

T5.5 Urban Center Zone consists of higher 

density mixed-use buildings that 

accommodate Retail, Offices, Row-houses, 

and Multi-Family buildings. It has a tight 

network of streets, with wide sidewalks, 

steady street tree planting and buildings set 

close to the sidewalk. 

General Character: Shops mixed with Townhouses, larger Multi-family 

buildings, Offices, work place and Civic buildings; 

predominantly attached buildings; trees within the 

public right-of-way; substantial pedestrian activity. 

Building Placement:  Shallow Setbacks or none; buildings oriented to 

street defining a street wall. 

Frontage Types: Stoops, Shopfronts 

Typical Building Height: 2 to 5 Story with some variation 

Typical Civic Space: Parks, Plazas, and Squares, median landscaping. 
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SECTION 21.2 - THOROUGHFARE STANDARDS 

 

A. INSTRUCTIONS 

 

1. Thoroughfares are intended for use by vehicular and pedestrian traffic and 

to provide access to Lots and Civic Spaces. Thoroughfares shall generally 

consist of Vehicular Lanes and Public Frontages.  

 

2. Thoroughfares shall be designed in context with the physical form and 

desired design speed of the Transect Zones through which they pass as 

defined in Table 21-4. The Public Frontages of Thoroughfares that pass from 

one Transect Zone to another should be adjusted accordingly or, 

alternatively, the Transect Zone may follow the alignment of the 

Thoroughfare to the depth of one Lot, retaining a single Public Frontage 

throughout its trajectory. See Table 21-4. 

 

3. Pedestrian comfort shall be a primary consideration of the Thoughfare. 

Design conflict between vehicular and pedestrian movement generally shall 

be decided in favor of the pedestrian.  

 

4. All Thoroughfares shall terminate at other Thoroughfares, forming a network. 

Cul-de-sacs shall be subject to approval to accommodate specific site 

conditions only. 

 

5. Each Lot shall front a vehicular Thoroughfare, except that twenty-percent 

(20%) of the Lots within each Transect Zone may Enfront a Passage.  This 

percentage can be increased with a Conditional Use Permit from the 

Planning Commission.    

 

6. Designated B-Streets may be exempted from one or more of the specified 

Public Frontage or Private Frontage requirements.  

 

7. Standards for Paths and Bicycle Trails shall be governed by the guidelines 

developed by American Association of State Highway and Transportation 

Officials (AASHTO). 

 

B. VEHICULAR LANES 

 

1. General to All Zones T3, T4, T5, T5.3, T5.5 

 

a. Thoroughfares may include vehicular lanes in a variety of widths for 

parked and for moving vehicles, including bicycles. The standards for 

vehicular lanes shall be as shown in Table 21-4. 
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b. A bicycle network consisting of Bicycle Trails, Bicycle Routes and 

Bicycle Lanes should be provided throughout the community. The 

community bicycle network shall be connected to existing or proposed 

regional networks wherever possible. 

 

C. PUBLIC FRONTAGES 

 

1. General to All Zones T3, T4, T5, T5.3, T5.5 

 

a. The Public Frontage contributes to the character of the Transect Zone, 

and includes the types of Sidewalks, Curbs, planters, Bikeways, and 

street trees.  

 

b. Public Frontages should be designed as shown in Table 21-4 and 

allocated within Transect Zones as specified in Table 21-2d. 

 

c. Within the Public Frontages, the prescribed types of Public Planting and 

Public Lighting shall be as shown in Table 21-5 and Table 21-6. The 

spacing may be adjusted to accommodate specific site conditions.  

 

2. Specific to Zones T3 

 

a. The Public Frontage shall include trees of various species, 

naturalistically clustered. 

 

b. The introduced landscape shall consist primarily of native species 

requiring minimal irrigation, fertilization, and maintenance.  

 

3. Specific to Zones T4, T5, T5.3, T5.5 

 

a. The introduced landscape shall consist primarily of durable species 

tolerant of local water and soil conditions. 

 

4. Specific to Zone T4 

 

a. The Public Frontage shall include trees planted in a regularly-spaced 

Alee pattern of single or alternated species with shade canopies of a 

height that, at maturity, clears at least the first Story. 

 

5. Specific to Zones T5, T5.3, T5.5 
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a. The Public Frontage shall include trees planted in a regularly-spaced 

Alee pattern of single species with shade canopies of a height that, at 

maturity, clears at least the first Story. At Retail Frontages, the spacing 

of the trees may be irregular, to avoid visually obscuring the Shopfronts. 

 

b. Streets with a Right-of-Way width of forty (40) feet or less shall be 

exempt from the tree requirement. 
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TABLE 21-2 SUMMARY TABLE 

 
 
 
 
 

T1 T2 T3 T4 T5 T5.3 T5.5 

NATURAL 
ZONE 

RURAL 
ZONE 

SUB- 
URBAN 
ZONE 

GENERAL 
ZONE 

URBAN 
CENTER 

ZONE 

URBAN 
REVIVAL 

ZONE 

URBAN 
CENTER 

ZONE 

       
a. RESERVED 

b. BASE RESIDENTIAL DENSITY (See Sections 21.3(E) & 21.4(H)) 

By Right not permitted not applicable 8 DUA net 16 DUA net 24 DUA net 75 DUA net No max. DUA 

Other 
Functions 

not permitted not applicable not applicable 10 – 30 % 20 – 50% 20 – 50% 30 – 60% 

c. BLOCK SIZE 

Block 
Perimeter 

not applicable not applicable 2,000 ft. max. 1,800 ft. max. 1,400 ft. max. 1,400 ft. max. 1,800 ft. max.* 

d. THOROUGHFARES (See Table 21-4)                                                                                                              *2,400 ft. max. w/ parking structures 

HW not applicable not applicable not permitted not permitted not permitted not permitted not permitted 

BV not applicable not applicable not permitted permitted permitted permitted permitted 

AV not applicable not applicable permitted permitted permitted permitted permitted 

CS not applicable not applicable not permitted permitted permitted permitted permitted 

DR not applicable not applicable permitted permitted permitted permitted permitted 

ST not applicable not applicable permitted permitted permitted permitted permitted 

RD not applicable not applicable permitted not permitted not permitted not permitted not permitted 

Rear Lane not applicable not applicable permitted permitted permitted permitted not permitted 

Rear Alley not applicable not applicable not permitted required required required required 

Path not applicable not applicable permitted not permitted not permitted not permitted not permitted 

Passage not applicable not applicable not permitted permitted permitted permitted permitted 

Bicycle Trail not applicable not applicable permitted not permitted not permitted not permitted not permitted 

Bicycle Lane not applicable not applicable permitted not permitted not permitted not permitted not permitted 

Bicycle Route not applicable not applicable permitted permitted permitted permitted permitted 

e. CIVIC SPACES (See Table 21-7) 

Green not permitted not applicable permitted permitted permitted permitted permitted 

Square not permitted not applicable not permitted permitted permitted permitted permitted 

Plaza not permitted not applicable not permitted not permitted permitted permitted permitted 

Playground permitted not applicable permitted permitted permitted permitted permitted 

Community 
Garden 

permitted not applicable permitted permitted permitted permitted permitted 
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TABLE 21-2 SUMMARY TABLE               CONTINUED 

 
  

T1 
 

T2 T3 T4 T5 T5.3 T5.5 

NATURAL 
ZONE 

RURAL 
ZONE 

SUB- 
URBAN 
ZONE 

GENERAL 
URBAN 
ZONE 

URBAN 
CENTER 

ZONE 

URBAN 
REVIVAL 

ZONE 

URBAN 
CENTER 

ZONE 

       
DISPOSITION 

f.   LOT OCCUPATION 

Lot Width not applicable not applicable 40 ft. – 70 ft. 18 ft. – 60 ft. 22 ft. – 180 ft. 22 ft. – 180 ft. 22 ft. – 180 ft. 

Lot Coverage not applicable not applicable 60% max. 70% max. 100% max. 100% max. 100% max. 

g. SETBACKS – PRINCIPAL  (See Tables 21-15 – 21-18) 

(g.1) 
Front Setback 
Principal 

not applicable not applicable 12 ft. – 30 ft. 0 ft. – 12 ft. 8 ft. max. 8 ft. max. 8 ft. max. 

(g.2) 
Front Setback 
Secondary 

not applicable not applicable 16 ft. min. 0 ft. – 12 ft. 8 ft. max. 8 ft. max. 8 ft. max. 

(g.3) 
Side Setback 

not applicable not applicable 5 ft. min. 
0 ft. or 

6 ft. total 
8 ft. max 8 ft. max. 8 ft. max. 

(g.4) 
Rear Setback 

not applicable not applicable 20 ft. min. 3 ft. min.* 3 ft. min.* 3 ft. min.* 3 ft. min.* 

Frontage 
Buildout 

not applicable not applicable 50% min. 70% min. 80% min. 80% min. 80% min. 

h.  SETBACKS – OUTBUILDING  (See Tables 21-15 – 21-18)                                                                     * or 15 ft. from centerline of Rear Alley 

Front Setback not applicable not applicable 
20 ft. min. + 
blg. setback 

20 ft. min. + 
blg. setback 

40 ft. max. 
from rear prop. 

40 ft. max. 
from rear prop. 

40 ft. max. 
from rear prop. 

Side Setback not applicable not applicable 
3 ft. or 

6 ft. total 
0 ft. min. or 

3 ft. 
0 ft. min. 0 ft. min. 0 ft. min. 

Rear Setback not applicable not applicable 3 ft. min * 3 ft. * 3 ft. max. 3 ft. max. 3 ft. max. 

i. BUILDING DISPOSITION   (See Tables 21–10)                                                                                  * 3 ft. max. for alley-loaded corner condition 

Edgeyard not applicable not applicable permitted permitted permitted permitted not permitted 

Sideyard not applicable not applicable not permitted permitted permitted permitted permitted 

Rearyard not applicable not applicable not permitted permitted permitted permitted permitted 

CONFIGURATION 

j.  PRIVATE FRONTAGES  (See Tables 21-8) 

Common 
Yard 

not applicable not applicable permitted permitted not permitted not permitted not permitted 

Porch & 
Fence 

not applicable not applicable permitted permitted not permitted not permitted not permitted 

Terrace / 
Lightwell 

not applicable not applicable not permitted permitted permitted permitted permitted 

Forecourt not applicable not applicable not permitted permitted permitted permitted permitted 

Stoop not applicable not applicable not permitted permitted permitted permitted permitted 

Shopfront not applicable not applicable not permitted permitted permitted permitted permitted 

Parking Lot not applicable not applicable not permitted not permitted not permitted not permitted not permitted 

k.  BUILDING CONFIGURATION  (See Table 21-9) 

Principal 
Building 

not applicable not applicable 2 stories max. 3 stories max. 4 stories max. 4 stories max. 
5 stories max. 

2 min. 

Outbuilding not applicable not applicable 2 stories max. 2 stories max. 2 stories max. 2 stories max. 2 stories max. 

FUNCTION 

l.  BUILDING FUNCTION  (See Table 21-11 and Table 21-14) 

Residential not applicable not applicable restricted use limited use open use open use open use 

Lodging not applicable not applicable restricted use limited use open use open use open use 

Office not applicable not applicable restricted use limited use open use open use open use 

Retail not applicable not applicable restricted use limited use open use open use open use 

Industrial not applicable not applicable not applicable not applicable not permitted 
by Conditional 

Use 
by Conditional 

Use 

 

SECTION 21.3 FORM-BASED CODE PLANNING AND REGULATION 

SECTION 21.4 LOT AND BUILDING REGULATIONS 
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TABLE 21-3 - PUBLIC FRONTAGES – SPECIFIC 

 

This table assembles prescriptions and dimensions for the Public Frontage elements – 

Curbs, walkways and Planters – relative to specific Thoroughfare types within Transect 

Zones. Table 21-3a assembles all of the elements for the various street types. This 

table shall be used for streetscape improvements. 

 
                                       

  R U R A L  |   |   |   |   |   |   |   |   |   |   |   |   |  T R A N S C E T   |   |   |   |   |   |   |   |   |   |  |   |  U R B A N 
 

TRANSECT 
ZONE 

T3  T3  T3 T4 T4 T5 T4 T5 T5 T5.3 

      T5.3 T5.5 T5.3 T5.5 T5.5  

Public 
Frontage Type 

HWY & RD RD & ST ST-DR-AV ST-DR-AV-BV CS-DR-AV-BV CS-DR-AV-BV 

 

a. Assembly: The 
principal variables 
are the type and 
dimension of curbs, 
walkways, planters 
and landscape. 

      

Total Width: 16 – 24 feet 12 – 24 feet 12 – 18 feet 12 – 18 feet 12 – 20 feet 12 – 24 feet 

 

b. Curb: The detailing 
of the edge of the 
vehicular pavement 
incorporating 
drainage. 

      
Type: Open Swale Open Swale Raised Curb Raised Curb Raised Curb Raised Curb 

Radius: 10 – 30 feet 10 – 30 feet 5 – 20 feet 5 – 20 feet 5 – 20 feet 5 – 20 feet 

 

c. Walkway: The hard 
surface dedicated 
exclusively to 
pedestrian activity. 

      

Type: Path optional Path Sidewalk Sidewalk Sidewalk Sidewalk 

Width: n/a 4 – 8 feet 4 – 8 feet 4 – 8 feet 8 – 12 feet 10 – 20 feet 

 

d. Planter: The layer 
that accommodates 
street trees and 
other landscape 
materials. 

      

Arrangement: Clustered Clustered Regular Regular Regular Opportunistic 

Species: Clustered Clustered Alternating Single Single Single 

Planter Type: 
Continuous 

Swale 
Continuous 

Swale 
Continuous 

Planter 
Continuous 

Planter 
Continuous 

Planter 
Tree 
Well 

Planter Width: 8 – 16 feet 8 – 16 feet 8 – 12 feet 8 – 12 feet 4 – 6 feet 4 – 6 feet 

 

 
[The remainder of this page intentionally left blank.] 
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TABLE 21.4 - THOUROUGHFARE ASSEMBLIES 
 

The key gives the Thoroughfare type followed by the right-of-way width, followed by the 

pavement width. All Thoroughfares permitted in T5 are also permitted in T5.3 and T5.5. 
 

KEY 

  

ST-57-20-BL 

Thoroughfare Type 

Right-of-Way Width 

Pavement Width 

Transportation 

THOROUGHFARE TYPES 

Boulevard BV 

Avenue AV 

Commercial Street CS 

Street ST 

Road RD 

Rear Alley RA 

Rear Lane RL 

Bicycle Route BR 

Bicycle Lane BL 

Sharrow SH 

Path PT 

Transit Route TR 

 RL-24-12 RA-24-24 

Thoroughfare Type Rear Lane Rear Alley 

Transect Zone Assignment T3, T4 T5, T5.3, T5.5 

Right-of-Way Width 24 feet 24 feet 

Pavement Width 24 feet 24 feet 

Movement Yield Movement Slow Movement 

Design Speed 10 MPH 10 MPH 

Pedestrian Crossing Time 3.5 seconds 7 seconds 

Traffic Lanes N/A N/A 

Parking Lanes None None 

Curb Radius Taper Taper 

Public Frontage Type None None 

Walkway Type None None 

Planter Type None None 

Curb Type Inverted Crown Inverted Crown 

Landscape Type Trees at 30 feet o.c. Avg. Trees at 30 feet o.c. Avg. 

Transportation Provision None None 

 
 
 
 

[The remainder of this page intentionally left blank.] 
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TABLE 21.4 - THOUROUGHFARE ASSEMBLIES          CONTINUED 

 
KEY 

  

ST-57-20-BL 

Thoroughfare Type 

Right-of-Way Width 

Pavement Width 

Transportation 

THOROUGHFARE TYPES 

Boulevard BV 

Avenue AV 

Commercial Street CS 

Street ST 

Road RD 

Rear Alley RA 

Rear Lane RL 

Bicycle Route BR 

Bicycle Lane BL 

Sharrow SH 

Path PT 

Transit Route TR 

 ST-50-26 ST-50-28 

Thoroughfare Type Street Street 

Transect Zone Assignment T4, T5, T5.3, T5.5 T4, T5, T5.3, T5.5 

Right-of-Way Width 50 feet 50 feet 

Pavement Width 26 feet 28 feet 

Movement Free Movement Yield Movement 

Design Speed 20 MPH 20 MPH 

Pedestrian Crossing Time 7.4 seconds 7.6 seconds 

Traffic Lanes 2 lanes 2 lanes 

Parking Lanes One Side at 8 feet marked Both Sides at 8 feet unmarked 

Curb Radius 10 feet 10 feet 

Public Frontage Type ST, FC, DY/LC, PF ST, FC, DY/LC, PF 

Walkway Type 5 foot Sidewalk 5 foot Sidewalk 

Planter Type 7 foot Continuous planter 6 foot Continuous planter 

Curb Type Curb Curb 

Landscape Type Trees at 30 feet o.c. Avg. Trees at 30 feet o.c. Avg. 

Transportation Provision BR, SH BR, SH 

 

 
 
 
 

 

[The remainder of this page intentionally left blank.] 
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TABLE 21.4 - THOUROUGHFARE ASSEMBLIES          CONTINUED 

 
KEY 

  

ST-57-20-BL 

Thoroughfare Type 

Right-of-Way Width 

Pavement Width 

Transportation 

THOROUGHFARE TYPES 

Boulevard BV 

Avenue AV 

Commercial Street CS 

Street ST 

Road RD 

Rear Alley RA 

Rear Lane RL 

Bicycle Route BR 

Bicycle Lane BL 

Sharrow SH 

Path PT 

Transit Route TR 

 ST-56-30 ST-60-34 

Thoroughfare Type Street Street 

Transect Zone Assignment T3, T4 T4, T5, T5.3, T5.5 

Right-of-Way Width 56 feet 60 feet 

Pavement Width 30 feet 34 feet 

Movement Slow Movement Slow Movement 

Design Speed 20 MPH 20 MPH 

Pedestrian Crossing Time 8.5 seconds 9.7 seconds 

Traffic Lanes 2 lanes 2 lanes 

Parking Lanes Both Sides at 7 feet unmarked Both Sides at 7 feet marked 

Curb Radius 5 feet 10 feet 

Public Frontage Type ST,FC, DY/LC, PF ST, FC, DY/LC 

Walkway Type 5 foot sidewalk 6 foot Sidewalk 

Planter Type 9 foot Continuous planter 4 feet x 4 feet tree well 

Curb Type Curb Curb 

Landscape Type Trees at 30 feet o.c. Avg. Trees at 30 feet o.c. Avg. 

Transportation Provision BR BR, SH, TR 

 
 

 

 

[The remainder of this page intentionally left blank.] 
 

 

 

 

 



Article XXI – Form Based Code 

Zoning Ordiance – 2018   21-19 
City of Bellevue, KY   

TABLE 21.4 - THOUROUGHFARE ASSEMBLIES          CONTINUED 

 
KEY 

  

ST-57-20-BL 

Thoroughfare Type 

Right-of-Way Width 

Pavement Width 

Transportation 

THOROUGHFARE TYPES 

Boulevard BV 

Avenue AV 

Commercial Street CS 

Street ST 

Road RD 

Rear Alley RA 

Rear Lane RL 

Bicycle Route BR 

Bicycle Lane BL 

Sharrow SH 

Path PT 

Transit Route TR 

 ST-55-27 ST-60-32 

Thoroughfare Type Street Street 

Transect Zone Assignment T4, T5, T5.3, T5.5 T4 

Right-of-Way Width 55 feet 60 feet 

Pavement Width 27 feet 32 feet 

Movement Slow Movement Slow Movement 

Design Speed 20 MPH 20 MPH 

Pedestrian Crossing Time 6.0 seconds 9.7 seconds 

Traffic Lanes 2 lanes 2 lanes 

Parking Lanes One Side at 7 feet marked Both Sides at 7 feet marked 

Curb Radius 10 feet 10 feet 

Public Frontage Type ST, FC, DY/LC ST, FC, DY/LC, PF 

Walkway Type 5 foot Sidewalk 5 foot Sidewalk 

Planter Type 9 foot Continuous planter 9 foot Continuous planter 

Curb Type Curb Curb 

Landscape Type Trees at 30 feet o.c. Avg. Trees at 30 feet o.c. Avg. 

Transportation Provision BR, SH, TR BR, SH 
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TABLE 21.4 - THOUROUGHFARE ASSEMBLIES          CONTINUED 

 
KEY  

  

ST-57-20-BL 

Thoroughfare Type 

Right-of-Way Width 

Pavement Width 

Transportation 

THOROUGHFARE TYPES 

Boulevard BV 

Avenue AV 

Commercial Street CS 

Street ST 

Road RD 

Rear Alley RA 

Rear Lane RL 

Bicycle Route BR 

Bicycle Lane BL 

Sharrow SH 

Path PT 

Transit Route TR 

 CS-70-36 CS-80-54 

Thoroughfare Type Commercial Street Commercial Street 

Transect Zone Assignment T5, T5.3, T5.5 T5, T5.3, T5.5 

Right-of-Way Width 70 feet 80 feet 

Pavement Width 36 feet 54 feet 

Movement Slow Movement Slow Movement 

Design Speed 25 MPH 25 MPH 

Pedestrian Crossing Time 10 seconds 5.7 seconds 

Traffic Lanes 2 lanes 2 lanes 

Parking Lanes Both Sides at 8 feet marked Reverse diagonal both sides  

at 18 feet marked 

Curb Radius 10 feet 5 feet 

Public Frontage Type Gallery/Arcade, Shopfront/Awning Shopfront/Awning 

Walkway Type 17 foot Sidewalk 12 foot Sidewalk 

Planter Type 9 feet x 9 feet tree well 4 feet x 7.5 feet tree well 

Curb Type Curb Curb 

Landscape Type Trees at 30 feet o.c. Avg. Trees at 30 feet o.c. Avg. 

Transportation Provision BR, SH, TR BR, SH, TR 
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TABLE 21.4 - THOUROUGHFARE ASSEMBLIES          CONTINUED 

 
KEY  

  

ST-57-20-BL 

Thoroughfare Type 

Right-of-Way Width 

Pavement Width 

Transportation 

THOROUGHFARE TYPES 

Boulevard BV 

Avenue AV 

Commercial Street CS 

Street ST 

Road RD 

Rear Alley RA 

Rear Lane RL 

Bicycle Route BR 

Bicycle Lane BL 

Sharrow SH 

Path PT 

Transit Route TR 

 AV-75-40 AV-90-56 

Thoroughfare Type Avenue Avenue 

Transect Zone Assignment T3, T4, T5, T5.3, T5.5 T3, T4, T5, T5.3, T5.5 

Right-of-Way Width 75 feet 90 feet 

Pavement Width 40 feet 56 feet 

Movement Slow Movement Slow Movement 

Design Speed 25 MPH 25 MPH 

Pedestrian Crossing Time 5.7 seconds – 5.7 seconds 5.7 seconds – 5.7 seconds at corners 

Traffic Lanes 2 lanes 4 lanes 

Parking Lanes Both Sides @ 8 feet marked Both Sides @ 8 feet marked 

Curb Radius 10 feet 10 feet 

Public Frontage Type ST, FC, DY/LC, PF ST, FC, DY/LC, PF 

Walkway Type 6 foot Sidewalk 6 foot Sidewalk 

Planter Type 7 foot Continuous planter 7 foot Continuous planter 

Curb Type Curb or Swale* Curb or Swale* 

Landscape Type Trees at 30 feet o.c. Avg. Trees at 30 feet o.c. Avg. 

Transportation Provision BR, SH, TR BR, SH, TR 

 
 

 

 

 

[The remainder of this page intentionally left blank.] 
 

 

 

 



Article XXI – Form Based Code 

Zoning Ordiance – 2018   21-22 
City of Bellevue, KY   

TABLE 21.4 - THOUROUGHFARE ASSEMBLIES          CONTINUED 
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KEY 

 

ST-57-20-BL 

Thoroughfare Type 

Right-of-Way Width 

Pavement Width 

Transportation 

THOUROUGHFARE TYPES 

Boulevard BV 

Avenue AV 

Commercial Street CS 

Street ST 

Road RD 

Rear Alley RA 

Rear Lane RL 

Bicycle Route BR 

Bicycle Lane BL 

Sharrow SH 

Path PT 

Transit Route TR 

 BV-104-30 

Thoroughfare Type Boulevard 

Transect Zone Assignment T5, T5.3, T5.5 

Right-of-Way Width 115 feet 

Pavement Width 18 feet – 30 feet – 18 feet 

Movement Free Movement (inner lanes) 

Design Speed 35 MPH 

Pedestrian Crossing Time 5.5 seconds – 9.0 seconds –  

5.5 seconds 

Traffic Lanes 3 lanes, one (1) turning lane and 

two (2) one-way access roads 

Parking Lanes 8 feet 

Curb Radius 10 feet 

Public Frontage Type ST, FC, DY/LC, PF 

Walkway Type 6 foot Sidewalk 

Planter Type 7 foot Continuous planter 

Curb Type Curb 

Landscape Type Trees at 30 feet o.c. Avg. 

Transportation Provision BR, SH, TR 
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TABLE 21.5 - PUBLIC LIGHTING 

 

Lighting varies in brightness and also in the character of the fixture according to the 

Transect. The table shows where each type is permitted. 

 T3 T4 T5 T5.3 T5.5 Light Specification 

Cobra Head       

 
Post Top 

     

Acorn Shaped, HPS – 
Specifications by Duke Energy 

 

Gaslight Replica, HPS – 
Specifications by Duke Energy 

Traditional Style, HPS – 
Specifications by Duke Energy 
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TABLE 21-6 - PUBLIC PLANTING 
 

This table shows six (6) common types of Street Tree shapes and their appropriateness 

relative to Thoroughfare type, which is relative to Transect Zones.  

 HW RD ST ST DR DR AV AV CS BV BV 

BOTANIC NAME 
T1 T1 T3 T5 T3 T5 T3 T5 T5 T3 T5 

T3 T3 T4 T5.3 T4 T5.3 T4 T5.3 T5.3 T4 T5.3 

   T5.5  T5.5  T5.5 T5.5  T5.5 

Columnar 

           

 

 
Oval 

           

Acer griseum 
 
Fraxinus 
pennsylvanica 
 
Cornus kousa 
 
Gleditsia triaacanthos 
var. inermis 

 
Rounded 

           

 

 
Spreading 

           

 

 
Vase 
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TABLE 21-7 - CIVIC SPACE 

 
a. GREEN 
 
An open space, available for unstructured recreation. Landscaping may 
spatially define a Green rather than building frontages. Its landscaping shall 
consist of lawn and trees, naturalistically disposed. The minimum size should 
be 0.5 (1/2) acre and the maximum should be eight (8) acres. 

 

 

T3 

 

b. SQUARE 
 
An open space available for unstructured recreation and civic purposes. A 
Square is spatially defined by building frontages. Its landscape shall consist 
of paths, lawns, and trees, formerly disposed. Squares shall be located at the 
intersection of important thoroughfares. The minimum size should be 0.25 

(1/4) acre and maximum should be five (5) acres. 

 

 

T4 

T5 

T5.3 

T5.5 

 

c. PLAZA 
 
An open space available for civic purposes and commercial activities. A Plaza 
shall be spatially defined by building frontages. Its landscape shall consist 
primarily of pavement. Trees are optional. Plazas should be located at the 
intersection of important streets. The minimum size should be 0.125 (1/8) acre 
and the maximum should be two (2) acres. 

 

 

T4 

T5 

T5.3 

T5.5 

 

d. PLAYGROUND 
 
An open space designed and equipped for the recreation of children. A 
Playground should be fenced and may include an open shelter. Playgrounds 
shall be interspersed within residential areas and may be placed within a 
block. Playgrounds may be included within parks and greens. There shall be 
no minimum or maximum size. 

 

 

T3 

T4 

T5 

T5.3 

T5.5 

 

e. COMMUNITY GARDEN 
 
A grouping of garden plots available for small-scale cultivation. Community 
Gardens can be fenced and accommodate individual storage sheds. The 
availability of running water should be required. Community Gardens shall be 
interspersed within residential areas and may be placed within a block or 
included within parks and greens. There shall be no minimum or maximum 
size. 

 

 

T3 

T4 

T5 

T5.3 

T5.5 
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SECTION 21.3 FORM-BASED CODE PLANNING AND REGULATION 

 

A. INSTRUCTIONS 
 
1. The City Administration shall prepare, or have prepared on its behalf, Regulating 

Plans to guide further development. Regulating Plans shall be prepared in a 
process of public consultation subject to approval by the City Council. 

 
2. Regulating Plans shall regulate, at minimum, an area the size commensurate with 

its Community Unit type as listed in Section 21.3 (B). The City Administration shall 
determine a Community Unit type based on existing conditions and intended 
evolution in the plan area. 

 
3. Regulating Plans shall consist of one or more maps showing the following: 

 
a. The boundaries of the Community Unit(s), 
 
b. Transect Zones and any Civic Zones within each Community Unit, assigned 

according to an analysis of existing conditions and future needs, 
 
c. A Thoroughfare network, existing or planned (Table 21-3, and Table 21-4), 
 
d. Any Special Requirements (Section 21.3 (F)), 
 
e. And a record of any potential Conditional Uses or Variances. 

 
4. Within any Transect Zone area subject to an approved Regulating Plan, this Code 

becomes the exclusive and mandatory regulation. Property owners within the plan 
area may submit site plans under Section 21.4 in accordance with the provisions 
of this Code. 

 
5. The owner of a parcel, or abutting parcels, consisting of 5 acres or more of 

contiguous lots within an area subject to a Regulating Plan may apply to prepare 
a Special Area Plan. In consultation with the City Administration, a Special Area 
Plan may assign new Transect Zones, Civic Zones, Thoroughfares, and/or Special 
Requirements as provided in this Code, with appropriate transitions to abutting 
areas.  

    
B. COMMUNITY UNIT TYPES 

 
1. Regulating Plans shall encompass one or more of the following Community Unit 

types. 
 
2. TND (TRADITIONAL NEIGHBORHOOD DEVELOPMENT) 
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a. A TND should be assigned to neighborhood areas that are predominantly 
residential with one or more Mixed Use Corridors or centers.  A TND shall be 
oriented around one or more existing or planned Common Destinations. 

 
b. The edges of a TND should blend into adjacent neighborhoods and/or a 

downtown without buffers.  Edge development should attempt to be compatible 
with architectural elements of adjacent neighborhoods. 

 
3. RCD (REGIONAL CENTER DEVELOPMENT) 

 
a. A RCD should be assigned to downtown areas that include significant Office 

and Retail Functions as well as government and other Civic institutions of 
regional importance. A RCD shall be mapped around an important Mixed Use 
Corridor or Center. 

 
b. The edges of a RCD should blend into adjacent neighborhoods without buffers. 

 
4. TOD (TRANSIT ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT) 

 
a. Any TND or RCD on an existing or projected rail or bus rapid transit (BRT) 

network may be re-designated in whole or in part as TOD and permitted the 
higher Density represented by the Effective Parking allowance in Section 
21.4(H) 2e. 

 
C. TRANSECT ZONES 

 
1. Transect Zone standards for Regulating Plans should be calibrated by means of a 

survey of exemplary existing and intended conditions, as identified in a process of 
public consultation and subject to the approval of the City Council. Metrics shall be 
recorded on Table 21-2. 

 
2. A Transect Zone shall include elements indicated by Section 21.4 and Section 

21.5. 
 
D. CIVIC ZONES 

 
1. GENERAL 

 
a. Regulating Plans shall designate Civic Space Zones (CS) and Civic Building 

Zones (CB). 
 
2. CIVIC SPACE ZONES (CS) 

 
a. Civic Spaces shall be generally designed as described in Table 21-7, their type 

determined by the surrounding or adjacent Transect Zone. 
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3. CIVIC BUILDING ZONES (CB) 
 
a. Civic Buildings shall be permitted on Civic Zones reserved in the Regulating 

Plan. 
  

E. DENSITY CALCULATIONS  
 
1. Base Residential Density shall be expressed in terms of housing units per acre as 

specified for the area of each Transect Zone by Table 21-2b.  
 
2. The housing and other Uses for each Transect Zone shall be subject to further 

adjustment at the building scale as limited by Table 21-12, Table 21-13 and 
Section 21.4(H)  

 
F. SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS   

 
1. A Regulating Plan may designate any of the following Special Requirements:  

 
a. A differentiation of the Thoroughfares as A-Grid and B-Grid. Buildings along 

the A-Grid shall be held to the highest standard of this Code in support of 
pedestrian activity. Buildings along the B-Grid may allow automobile-oriented 
standards. The Frontages assigned to the B-Grid shall not exceed twenty-five 
percent (25%) of the total length of Frontages within a Community Unit. 

 
b. Designations for Mandatory and/or Recommended Retail Frontage requiring or 

advising that a building provide a Shopfront at Sidewalk level along the entire 
length of its Private Frontage.  

 
c. Mandatory and/or Recommended porch front, requiring or advising that a porch 

be included in the Private Frontage. 
 
d. Build-to-Line, requiring the placement of the building Facade along the line. 
 
e. A designation for Coordinated Frontage, requiring that the Public Frontage 

(Table 21-4) and Private Frontage (Table 21-8) be coordinated as a single, 
coherent landscape and paving design. 

 
f. Designations for Mandatory and/or Recommended Terminated Vista locations, 

requiring or advising that the building be provided with architectural articulation 
of a type and character that responds visually to the location, as approved by 
the Historic Preservation Commission in accordance with established 
guidelines.  

 
g. A designation for Cross Block Passages, requiring that a minimum (eight) 8-

foot-wide pedestrian access be reserved between buildings. 
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SECTION 21.4. LOT AND BUILDING REGULATIONS 

 

A. INSTRUCTIONS 
 
1. Lots and buildings located within a Regulating Plan governed by this Code and 

previously approved by the City Council shall be subject to the requirements of this 
Section. 

 
2. Building and site plans submitted under this Section shall show the following, in 

compliance with the standards described in this Section: 
 
a. For preliminary site and building approval: 

 Building Disposition 
 Building Configuration 
 Building Function 
 Density and number of dwelling units 
 Parking Location Standards 

 
b. For final approval, in addition to the above: 

 Landscape Standards 
 Signage Standards 
 Special Requirements, if any  
 Architectural Standards 
 Lighting Standards 

 
B. NON-CONFORMING USES 

 
1. Existing buildings and appurtenances that do not conform to the provisions of this 

Code may continue in use as they are until a Substantial Modification is requested, 
at which time the Planning Commission shall determine the provisions of this 
section that shall apply. 

 
2. The modification of existing buildings is permitted By Right if such changes result 

in greater conformance with the specifications of this Code. 
 
3. Where buildings exist on adjacent Lots, the Zoning Administrator may require that 

a proposed building match one or the other of the adjacent Setbacks and heights 
where such changes result in greater conformance with the specifications and 
intent of this Code. 

 
4. The restoration or rehabilitation of an existing building shall not require the 

provision of (a) parking in addition to that existing nor (b) on-site stormwater 
retention/detention in addition to that existing. Existing parking requirements that 
exceed those for this Code may be reduced as provided by Table 21-12 and Table 
21-13. 
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C. SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS  
 
1. To the extent that a Regulating Plan designates any of the following Special 

Requirements, standards shall be applied as follows:  
 
a. Buildings along the A-Grid shall be held to the highest standard of this Code in 

support of pedestrian activity. Buildings along the B-Grid may allow automobile-
oriented standards.  

 
b. A Mandatory or Recommended Retail Frontage designation requires or 

advises that a building provide a Shopfront at Sidewalk level along the entire 
length of its Private Frontage. The Shopfront shall be no less than seventy-
percent (70%) glazed in clear glass and shaded by an awning overlapping the 
Sidewalk as generally illustrated in Table 8. Awnings, if present, shall be three 
(3) feet deep, minimum. The first floor shall be confined to Retail Function 
through the depth of the second Layer. (Table 21-19d.) 

 
c. A Mandatory or Recommended porch front requires or advises that a porch be 

included in the Private Frontage. 
 
d. A Build-to Line requires the placement of the building Façade along the line. 
 
e. A Coordinated Frontage designation requires that the Public Frontage (Table 

21-4) and Private Frontage (Table 21-8) be coordinated as a single, coherent 
landscape and paving design. 

 
f. A Mandatory or Recommended Terminated Vista designation requires or 

advises that the building be provided with architectural articulation of a type 
and character that responds visually to its axial location. All existing streets or 
right-of-ways terminating at the Ohio River shall be considered Mandatory 
Terminated Vista locations.  

 
g. A Cross Block Passage designation requires that a minimum (eight) 8-foot-wide 

pedestrian access be reserved between buildings.  
 

D. CIVIC ZONES (CZ)     
 
1. GENERAL 

 
a. Civic Zones are designated on Regulating Plans as Civic Space (CS) or Civic 

Building (CB).    
 
2. CIVIC SPACES (CS)  

 
a. Civic Spaces shall be generally designed as described in Table 21-7.  
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E. BUILDING DISPOSITION 
 
1. SPECIFIC TO ZONES T3, T4, T5, T5.3, T5.5, CZ 

 
a. Newly plated Lots shall be dimensioned according to Table 21-2(f). 
 
b. Building Disposition types shall be as shown in Table 21-10 and Table 21-2(i). 
 
c. Buildings shall be disposed in relation to the boundaries of their Lots according 

to Table 21-2(g), Table 21-2(h), Table 21-15, and Table 21-18.  
 
d. One (1) Principal Building at the Frontage, and one (1) Outbuilding to the rear 

of the Principal Building, may be built on each Lot as shown in Table 21-19©. 
 
e. Lot coverage by building shall not exceed that recorded in Table 21-2(f), Table 

21-15, and Table 21-18. 
 
f. Facades shall be built parallel to a rectilinear Principal Frontage Line or to the 

tangent of a curved Principal Frontage Line, and along a minimum percentage 
of the Frontage width at the Setback, as specified as Frontage Buildout on 
Table 21-2(g), Table 21-15, and  
 
Table 21-18. Infill development may be allowed to match angled frontage of 
adjacent existing structures as determined by the Zoning Administrator. 

 
g. Setbacks for Principal Buildings shall be as shown in Table 21-2(g), Table 21-

15, and 
 
  Table 21-18. In the case of an Infill Lot, Setbacks shall match one (1) of the 

existing adjacent Setbacks.  
 
h. Rear Setbacks for Outbuildings shall be a minimum of fifteen (15) feet 

measured from the centerline of the Rear Alley or Rear Lane easement. In the 
absence of Rear Alley or Rear Lane, the rear Setback shall be as shown in 
Table 21-2(h), Table 21-15 and Table 21-18. 

 
i. To accommodate slopes over ten percent, relief from front Setback 

requirements is available within a twenty-percent (20%) margin. 
 
2. SPECIFIC TO ZONE T5, T5.3, T5.5, CZ 

 
a. The Principal Entrance shall be on a Frontage Line. 
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F. BUILDING CONFIGURATION   
 
1. GENERAL TO ZONES T3, T4, T5, T5.3, T5.5, CZ 

 
a. The Private Frontage of buildings shall conform to and be allocated in 

accordance with Table 21-8 and Table 21-2(j). 
 
b. Buildings on corner Lots shall have two (2) Private Frontages as shown in Table 

21-20. Prescriptions for the second and third Layers pertain only to the Principal 
Frontage. Prescriptions for the first Layer pertain to both Frontages. 

 
c. All Facades shall be glazed with clear glass no less than thirty percent (30%) 

of the first Story. 
 
d. Building heights and Extension Lines shall conform to Table 21-9 and Table 

21-2j. 
 

e. Stories may not exceed fourteen (14) feet in height from finished floor to 
finished ceiling, except for a first floor Commercial Function, which shall be a 
minimum of eleven (11) feet with a maximum of twenty-five (25) feet. A single 
floor level exceeding fourteen (14) feet, or twenty-five (25) feet at ground level, 
shall be counted as two (2) stories. Mezzanines extending beyond thirty-three 
percent (33%) of the floor area shall be counted as an additional Story. 

 
f. In a Parking Structure or garage, each above ground level counts as a single 

Story regardless of its relationship to habitable Stories. 
 
g. Height limits do not apply to Attics or raised basements, masts, belfries, clock 

towers, chimney flues, water tanks, steeples, elevator bulkheads or similar 
structures. Attics shall not exceed fourteen (14) feet in height.  

 
2. SPECIFIC TO ZONES T3, T4, T5, T5.3, T5.5 

 
a. The habitable area of an Accessory Unit within a Principal Building or an 

Outbuilding shall not exceed 440 square feet, excluding the parking area. 
 
3. SPECIFIC TO ZONE T3, CZ 

 
a. No portion of the Private Frontage may Encroach the Sidewalk. 
 
b. Open porches may Encroach the first Layer fifty percent (50%) of its depth. 

(Table 21-20(d)) 
 
c. Balconies and bay windows may Encroach the first Layer twenty-five (25%) of 

its depth except that balconies on porch roofs may Encroach no further than 
the porch. 
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4. SPECIFIC TO ZONE T4, CZ 

 
a. Open porches, Stoops, Lightwells, balconies, and bay windows may Encroach 

the first Layer 100% of its depth. (Table 21-20(d)) 
 
5. SPECIFIC TO ZONES T5, T5.3, T5.5, CZ 

 
a. Awnings may Encroach the Sidewalk to within two (2) feet of the Curb but must 

clear the Sidewalk vertically by at least eight (8) feet. 
 
b. Stoops, Lightwells, balconies, bay windows, and terraces may Encroach the 

first Layer 100% of its depth. (Table 21-20(d)) 
 
c. Loading Docks and Service Areas shall not be permitted on Frontages. 
 
d. In the absence of a building Facade along any part of a Frontage Line, a 

Streetscreen shall be built co-planar with the Facade. 
 
e. Streetscreens should be between three and one-half (3.5) and eight (8) feet in 

height. The Streetscreen may be replaced by a hedge or fence. Streetscreens 
shall have openings no larger than necessary to allow automobile and 
pedestrian access. 

 
f. A first level Residential or Lodging Function shall be raised a minimum of one 

and one-half (1.5) feet from average Sidewalk grade. 
 

G. BUILDING FUNCTION  
 
1. GENERAL TO ZONES T3, T4, T5, T5.3, T5.5, CZ 

 
a. Buildings in each Transect Zone shall conform to the Functions on Table 21-

11, Table 21-14 and Table 21-2(l). Functions that do not conform shall require 
approval by Conditional Use as specified on Table 21-14.  

 
2. SPECIFIC TO ZONE T3 

 
a. Accessory Functions of Restricted Lodging or Restricted Office shall be 

permitted within an Accessory Building. See Table 21-11. 
 
3. SPECIFIC TO ZONE T4 

 
a. Accessory Functions of Limited Lodging or Limited Office shall be permitted 

within an Accessory Building. See Table 21-11. 
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4. SPECIFIC TO ZONE T5, T5.3 
 
a. First Story Commercial Functions shall be permitted by Right. 
 
b. Manufacturing Functions within the first Story may be permitted by Conditional 

Use. 
 

H. PARKING AND DENSITY CALCULATIONS   
 
1. SPECIFIC TO ZONES T3, CZ 

 
a. Buildable Density on a Lot shall be determined by Table 21-2b. 
 
b. Buildable Density on a Lot shall be further reduced by the actual parking 

provided within the Lot as applied to the Functions permitted in Table 21-12 
and Table 21-13. 

 
2. SPECIFIC TO ZONES T4, T5, T5.3, T5.5, CZ 

 
a. Buildable Density on a Lot shall be determined by Table 21-2b. 
 
b. Buildable Density on a Lot shall be further adjusted by the sum of the actual 

parking calculated as that provided; (1) within the Lot; (2) along the parking 
lane corresponding to the Lot Frontage; and (3) by purchase or lease from a 
Civic Parking Reserve within the Community Unit, if available. 

 
c. The actual parking may be adjusted upward by using the demand calculations 

as determined by Table 21-13, Parking Occupancy Rates, the applicant shall 
submit a parking demand summary sheet showing the process for calculating 
the reduction as outlined in this section. 
 
i. The minimum number of parking spaces that are to be provided and 

maintained for each use shall be determined based on Table 21-12. 
 
ii. The gross minimum number of parking spaces shall be multiplied by the 

"occupancy rate" as found in Table 21-13, for each use for the weekday 
night, daytime and evening periods, and weekend night, daytime and 
evening periods respectively. 

 
iii. The gross minimum numbers of parking spaces for each of the purposes 

referred to for each time period shall be added to produce the aggregate 
gross minimum numbers of parking spaces for each time period. 

 
iv. The greatest of the aggregative gross minimum numbers of parking spaces 

for each period shall be determined. 
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v. The Parking Occupancy Rates reduction is available for any Functions 
within any pair of adjacent Blocks. 

 
d. Based on the Effective Parking available, the Density of the projected Function 

may be determined according to Table 21-13. 
 
e. Within the overlay area of a Transit Oriented Development (TOD) the Effective 

Parking may be further adjusted upward by thirty percent (30%). 
 
f. The total Density within each Transect Zone shall not exceed that specified by 

an approved Regulating Plan based on Section 21.3. 
 
g. Accessory Units do not count toward Density calculations. 
 
h. Liner Buildings less than thirty (30) feet deep and no more than two (2) Stories 

shall be exempt from parking requirements. 
 

I. PARKING LOCATION STANDARDS  
 
1. GENERAL TO ZONES T3, T4, T5, T5.3, T5.5, CZ 

 
a. Parking shall be accessed by Rear Alleys or Rear Lanes, when such are 

available on the Regulating Plan. 
 
b. Open parking areas shall be masked from the Frontage by a Building or 

Streetscreen. 
 
c. For buildings on B-Grids, open parking areas may be allowed unmasked on the 

Frontage, except for corner lots at intersections with the A-Grid. 
 
2. SPECIFIC TO ZONE T3, CZ 

 
a. Open parking areas shall be located at the second and third Lot Layers, except 

that Driveways, drop-offs and unpaved parking areas may be located at the 
first Lot Layer. (Table 21-20(d)) 

 
b. Garages shall be located at the third Layer except that side- or rear-entry types 

may be allowed in the first or second Layer. 
 
3. SPECIFIC TO ZONES T3, T4, CZ 

 
a. Driveways at Frontages shall be no wider than 10 feet in the first Layer. (Table 

21-20(f)) 
 
4. SPECIFIC TO ZONE T4, CZ 
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a. All parking areas and garages shall be located at the second or third Layer. 

(Table 21-20(d)) 
 
5. SPECIFIC TO ZONES T5, T5.3, T5.5, CZ 

 
a. All parking lots, garages, and Parking Structures shall be located at the second 

or third Layer. (Table 21-20(d))  
 
b. Vehicular entrances to parking lots, garages, and Parking Structures shall be 

no wider than twenty-four (24) feet at the Frontage. (Table 21-20(f)) 
 
c. Pedestrian exits from all parking lots, garages, and Parking Structures shall be 

directly to a Frontage Line (i.e., not directly into a building) except underground 
levels that pedestrians may exit directly into a building. 

 
d. Parking Structures on the A-Grid shall have Liner Buildings lining the first and 

second Stories.  
 

J. LANDSCAPE STANDARDS     
 
1. GENERAL TO ZONES T3, T4, T5, T5.3, T5.5, CZ 

 
a. Impermeable surface shall be confined to the ratio of Lot coverage specified in 

Table 21-2f. 
 
b. The regulation of existing trees and newly planted trees on-site shall be 

regulated by Section 99 of the City Code of Ordinances. 
 
2. SPECIFIC TO ZONES T3, T4, CZ 

 
a. The first Layer may not be paved, with the exception of Driveways as specified 

in Section 21.4(I) 2 and Section 21.4(I) 3. (Table 21-20(d) 
 
3. SPECIFIC TO ZONE T3, CZ 

 
a. A minimum of one tree shall be planted within the first Layer for each 5,000 

square feet, or portion thereof. (Table 21-20(d)) 
 
b. Trees may be of single or multiple species as shown on Table 21-6.  
 
c. Trees may be naturalistically clustered. 

 
4. SPECIFIC TO ZONE T4, CZ 
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a. A minimum of one tree shall be planted within the first Layer for each 5,000 
square feet, or portion thereof. (Table 21-20(d)) 

 
b. Trees shall be a single species to match the species of Street Trees on the 

Public Frontage, or as shown on Table 21-6. 
 
5. SPECIFIC TO ZONE T5, T5.3, T5.5, CZ 

 
a. Trees shall not be required in the first Layer. 
 
b. The first Layer may be paved to match the pavement of the Public Frontage. 
 

K. SIGNAGE STANDARDS  
 
1. GENERAL TO ZONES T3, T4, T5, T5.3 

 
a. There shall be no signage permitted additional to that specified in this section. 
 
b. The address number, no more than six (6) inches measured vertically, shall be 

attached to the building in proximity to the Principal Entrance or at a mailbox. 
 
2. SPECIFIC TO ZONE T3 

 
a. Signage shall not be illuminated. 

 
3. SPECIFIC TO ZONES T4, T5, T5.3, T5.5 

 
a. Signage shall be externally illuminated, except that signage within the 

Shopfront glazing may be neon lit. 
 
4. SPECIFIC TO ZONES T3, T4 

 
a. One blade sign for each business may be permanently installed perpendicular 

to the Facade within the first Layer. Such a sign shall not exceed a total of four 
(4) square feet and shall clear eight (8) feet above the Sidewalk.  

 
5. SPECIFIC TO ZONE T5, T5.3, T5.5 

 
a. Blade signs, not to exceed six (6) square ft. for each separate business 

entrance, may be attached to and should be perpendicular to the Facade, and 
shall clear eight (8) feet above the Sidewalk. 

 
b. A single external permanent sign band may be applied to the Facade of each 

building, providing that such sign not exceed three (3) feet in height by any 
length. 
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c. Monument signs, not to exceed six (6) ft. in height and four (4) ft. in width shall 
be permitted for each Mixed-use Frontage. Such sign may contain the names 
of all tenant(s) or occupant(s) of the building and there shall be a maximum of 
one (1) monument sign per Frontage. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[The remainder of this page intentionally left blank.] 
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TABLE 21-8. PRIVATE FRONTAGES 

The Private Frontage is the area between the building Façade and the Lot line. 

 
 SECTION PLAN  

 LOT  
PRIVATE 

FRONTAGE 

R.O.W. 
PUBLIC 
FRONTAGE 

LOT 
PRIVATE 

FRONTAGE 

R.O.W. 
PUBLIC 
FRONTAGE 

 

a. COMMON YARD: a planted frontage 
wherein the façade is set back from 
the frontage line. The front yard 
remains unfenced and is visually 
continuous with adjacent yards, 
supporting a common landscape. The 
deep setback provides a buffer from 
the higher speed thoroughfares. 
Porches or stoops may be used in 
conjunction.   

T3 

 

b. PORCH & FENCE: a planted frontage 
where the façade is set back from the 
frontage line with an attached porch 
permitted to encroach. A fence at the 
frontage line maintains street spatial 
definition. Porches shall be no less 
than eight (8) feet deep. 

  

T3 

T4 

T5 

T5.3 

T5.5 

 
c. TERRACE OR LIGHTWELL: a 

frontage wherein the façade is 
setback back from the frontage line by 
an elevated stoop or sunken lightwell. 
This type buffers residential function 
from urban sidewalks and removes 
the private yard from public 
encroachment. Terraces are suitable 
for conversion to outdoor cafes. Syn: 
DOORYARD   

T4 

T5 

T5.3 

T5.5 

 

d. FORECOURT: a frontage wherein the 
façade is close to the frontage line 
and the central portion is set back. 
The forecourt created is suitable for 
vehicular drop-offs. This type should 
be allocated in conjunction with other 
frontage types. Large trees within the 
forecourts may overhang the 
sidewalks.   

T4 

T5 

T5.3 

T5.5 

 

e. STOOP: a frontage wherein the 
façade is aligned close to the frontage 
line with the first story elevated from 
the sidewalk sufficiently to ensure 
privacy for the windows. The entrance 
is usually an exterior stair and landing. 
This type is recommended for ground 
floor residential function.   

T4 

T5 

T5.3 

T5.5 

 

f. SHOPFRONT: a frontage wherein the 
façade is aligned close to the frontage 
line with the building entrance at 
sidewalk grade. This type is 
conventional for retail function. It has 
substantial glazing on the sidewalk 
level and an awning that should 
overlap the sidewalk to within two (2) 
feet of the curb. Syn: Retail Frontage.   

T4 

T5 

T5.3 

T5.5 
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TABLE 21-9. BUILDING CONFIGURATION 

This table shows the configurations for different building heights for each Transect Zone. 

Expression Lines shall occur on higher buildings as shown. 

 
T3 T4 T5 & T5.3 

   
 

T5.5  

 
 
1. Building height shall be measured in 

number of stories, excluding attics 
and raised basements. Height limits 
also do not apply to masts, belfries, 
clock towers, chimney flues, water 
tanks, elevator bulkheads and 
similar structures. 

2. Stories may not exceed fourteen 
(14) feet in height from finished floor 
to finished ceiling, except for first 
floor Commercial Function, which 
shall be a minimum of eleven (11) 
feet and may be a maximum of 
twenty-four (24) feet. 

3. Height shall be measured from the 
average enfronting sidewalk grade to 
the uppermost eave of a main 
pitched roof (not a dormer), or to the 
uppermost roof deck (not the top of 
parapet) of a flat roof. 

 

 

 

[The remainder of this page intentionally left blank.] 
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TABLE 21-10.   BUILDING DISPOSITION 

This table approximates the location of the structure relative to the boundaries of each 

Lot, establishing suitable building types for each Transect Zone. 

 

a. EDGEYARD 
Specific Types: single-family house, cottage, villa, estate house, 
urban villa. A building that occupies the center of its lot with 
setbacks on all sides. This is the least urban of types as the front 
yards weaken the spatial definition of the public thoroughfare 
space. The front yard is intended to be visually continuous with the 
yards of adjacent buildings. The rear yard can be secured for 
privacy by fences and a well-placed backbuilding and/or 
outbuilding. 
  

T3 

T4 

 

 

 

b. SIDEYARD 
Specific Types: duplex, zero-lot-line house. A building that occupies 
one side of the lot with the setback to the other side. A shallow 
frontage setback defines a more urban condition. If the adjacent 
building is similar with a blank sidewall, the yard can be quite 
private. This type permits systematic climatic orientation in 
response to the sun or the breeze. If a sideyard house abuts a 
neighboring sideyard house, the type is known as a duplex. Sharing 
a party wall in this disposition reduces energy costs, and sometimes 
noise. 
 
 
 
 

 

T4 

T5 

T5.3 

T5.5 

 

 

c. REARYARD 
Specific Types: townhouse, live-work unit, loft building, multi-family 
buildings, mixed use block, flex building, and perimeter block. 
Abuilding that occupies the full frontage, leaving the rear of the lot as 
the sole yard. This is a very urban type as the continuous façade 
steadily defines the public thoroughfare. The rear elevations may be 
articulated for functional purposes. In this residential form, this type 
is the townhouse. For its commercial for, the rear yard can 

accommodate substantial parking. 
 

 

T4 

T5 

T5.3 

T5.5 
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TABLE 21-11.   BUILDING FUNCTION 

This table categorizes Building Function within Transect Zones. Parking requirements are 

correlated to use intensity. For Specific Function permitted By Right or by Conditional 

Use, see Table 21-14. 
 

 T3 T4 T5 T5.5 T5.3 

a. RESIDENTIAL Restricted Residential:  
The number of dwelling 
units on each lot is restricted 
to one within a Principal 
Building and one within an 
Accessory Building with 2 
parking spaces for each. 
Both dwellings shall be 
under the same ownership.  
(See Table 21-13). 

Limited Residential:  
The number of dwelling 
units on each lot is limited 
by the requirement of 1.5 
parking spaces per  
dwelling unit, a ratio which 
may be reduced according 
to the shared parking 
standards..  
(See Table 21-13). 

Open Residential:  
The number of dwelling 
units on each lot is limited 
by the requirement of 1.0 
parking spaces per 
dwelling unit, a ratio which 
may be reduced according 
to the shared parking 
standards.. 
(See Table 21-13). 

Open Residential: The 
number of dwelling units 
on each lot is limited by the 
requirement of a minimum 
of 1.0 parking spaces per 
dwelling unit up to a 
maximum of 1.5 per 
dwelling unit a ratio which 
may be reduced according 
to the shared parking 
standards.. 
(See Table 21-13). 

b. LODGING Restricted Lodging:  

The number of bedrooms 
available on each lot for 
lodging is limited by the 
requirement of 1.0 assigned 
parking spaces for each 
bedroom, up to five (5), in 
addition to the parking 
requirement for the dwelling. 
The Lodging must be owner 
occupied. Food service may 
be provided in the a.m. The 
maximum length of stay 
shall not exceed fourteen 
(14) days (Also see Section 
9.34 of this ordinance). 

Limited Lodging:  

The number of bedrooms 
available on each lot for 
lodging is limited by the 
requirement of 1.0 
assigned parking spaces 
for each bedroom, up to 
twelve (12), in addition to 
the parking requirement 
for the dwelling. The 
Lodging must be owner 
occupied. Food service 
may be provided in the 
a.m. The maximum length 
of stay shall not exceed 
fourteen (14) days (Also 
see Section 9.34 of this 
ordinance). 

Open Lodging:  

The number of bedrooms 
available on each lot for 
lodging is limited by the 
requirement of 1.0 
assigned parking spaces 
for each bedroom. Food 
service may be provided at 
all times. The area 
allocated for food service 
shall be calculated with 
parking according to retail 
function. 

Open Lodging:  

The number of bedrooms 
available on each lot for 
lodging is limited by the 
requirement of 1.0 
assigned parking spaces 
for each bedroom. Food 
service may be provided at 
all times. The area 
allocated for food service 
shall be calculated with 
parking according to retail 
function. 

c. OFFICE Restricted Office:  
The building area available 
for office function on each 
lot is limited to the first story 
of the Principal or the 
Accessory Building and by 
the requirement of 3.0 
assigned parking spaces 
per 1,000 sf. of net office 
space in addition to the 
parking requirement for 
each dwelling. 

Limited Office:  
The building area available 
for office function on each 
lot is limited to the first 
story of the Principal 
and/or the Accessory 
Building and by the 
requirement of 3.0 
assigned parking spaces 
per 1,000 sf. of net office 
space in addition to the 
parking requirement for 
each dwelling. 

Open Office:  
The building area available 
for office function on each 
lot is limited by the 
requirement of 2.0 
assigned parking spaces 
per 1,000 sf. of net office 
space 

Open Office:  
The building area available 
for office function on each 
lot is limited by the 
requirement of 2.0 
assigned parking spaces 
per 1,000 sf. of net office 
space 

d. RETAIL   Open Retail:  
The building area available 
for Retail function is limited 
by the requirement of 3.0 
assigned parking spaces 
per 1,000 sf. of net retail 
space. Retail spaces 
under 1,500 sf. are exempt 
from parking 
requirements. 

Open Retail:  
The building area available 
for Retail function is limited 
by the requirement of 3.0 
assigned parking spaces 
per 1,000 sf. of net retail 
space. Retail spaces 
under 1,500 sf. are exempt 
from parking 
requirements. 

e. CIVIC See Table 21-14 See Table 21-14 See Table 21-14 See Table 21-14 

f. OTHER See Table 21-14 See Table 21-14 See Table 21-14 See Table 21-14 
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TABLE 21-12.   PARKING CALCULATIONS 

The gross minimum number of parking spaces listed below shall be multiplied by the 

"occupancy rate" as found in Table 21-13, for each use for the weekday night, daytime 

and evening periods, and weekend night, daytime and evening periods respectively. The 

gross minimum numbers of parking spaces for each of the purposes referred to for each 

time period shall be added to produce the aggregate gross minimum numbers of parking 

spaces for each time period. 

 
 T3 T4 T5 T5.3 T5.5 

RESIDENTIAL 2.0 / dwelling 1.5 / dwelling 1.0 / dwelling 
1.0 to 1.5 / 

dwelling 
1.0 / dwelling 

  

LODGING 1.0 / unit 1.0 / unit 1.0 / unit 1.0 / unit 1.0 / unit 

OFFICE 3.0 / 1,000 sf. 3.0 / 1,000 sf. 2.0 / 1,000 sf. 2.0 / 1,000 sf. 2.0 / 1,000 sf. 

RETAIL 4.0 / 1,000 sf. 4.0 / 1,000 sf. 3.0 / 1,000 sf. 3.0 / 1,000 sf. 3.0 / 1,000 sf. 

CIVIC 1 / 5 seats 

assembly use 

1 / 5 seats 

assembly use 

1 / 5 seats 

assembly use 

1 / 5 seats 

assembly use 

1 / 5 seats 

assembly use 

1 / 1,000 sf. of 

exhibition or 

recreation area 

1 / 1,000 sf. of 

exhibition or 

recreation area 

1 / 1,000 sf. of 

exhibition or 

recreation area 

1 / 1,000 sf. of 

exhibition or 

recreation area 

1 / 1,000 sf. of 

exhibition or 

recreation area 

 Parking 

requirement may 

be reduced 

according to the 

Parking 

Occupancy Rate 

Table 21-13 

Parking 

requirement may 

be reduced 

according to the 

Parking 

Occupancy Rate 

Table 21-13 

Parking 

requirement may 

be reduced 

according to the 

Parking 

Occupancy Rate 

Table 21-13 

Parking 

requirement may 

be reduced 

according to the 

Parking 

Occupancy Rate 

Table 21-13 

1 Bicycle Rack 

Space / 20 

vehicular spaces 

required 

1 Bicycle Rack 

Space / 20 

vehicular spaces 

required 

1 Bicycle Rack 

Space / 20 

vehicular spaces 

required 

1 Bicycle Rack 

Space / 20 

vehicular spaces 

required 

Parking for civic 

uses may be 

provided off-site 

within a distance 

of 1,000 feet. 

Parking ratio may 

be reduced within 

½ mile radius of 

TOD and within ¼ 

mile radius of a 

Transit Corridor 

by thirty percent 

(30%). 

Parking ratio may 

be reduced within 

½ mile radius of 

TOD and within ¼ 

mile radius of a 

Transit Corridor 

by thirty percent 

(30%). 

Parking ratio may 

be reduced within 

½ mile radius of 

TOD and within ¼ 

mile radius of a 

Transit Corridor 

by thirty percent 

(30%). 

Parking may be 

provided by 

ownership of 

lease offsite within 

1,000 feet 

Parking may be 

provided by 

ownership of 

lease offsite within 

1,000 feet 

Parking may be 

provided by 

ownership of 

lease offsite within 

1,000 feet 

OTHER To be determined by Section 13.2 of this ordinance. 
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TABLE 21-13.   PARKING OCCUPANCY RATE TABLE 

 
 

USES 

 

MF MF MF SAT & SUN SAT & SUN SAT & SUN 

 8 AM – 6 PM 6 PM – 12 AM 12 AM – 8 AM 8 AM – 6 PM 6 PM – 12 AM 12 AM – 8 AM 

RESIDENTIAL 60% 100% 100% 80% 100% 100% 

OFFICE 100% 20% 5% 5% 5% 5% 

RETAIL 90% 80% 5% 100% 70% 5% 

HOTEL 70% 100% 100% 70% 100% 100% 

RESTAURANT 70% 100% 100% 70% 100% 100% 

MOVIE THEATER 40% 80% 10% 80% 100% 10% 

ENTERTAINMENT 40% 100% 10% 80% 100% 50% 

CONFERENCE / 

CONVENTIONS 
100% 100% 5% 100% 100% 5% 

CIVIC 

(NON-RELIGIOUS) 
100% 20% 5% 10% 10% 5% 

CIVIC 

(RELIGIOUS) 
20% 20% 5% 100% 50% 5% 

 

Applicant shall provide a spreadsheet that will provide calculations for specific 

applications based on the above occupancy rates.  
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TABLE 21-14.   SPECIFIC FUNCTION 

 
 

T3 T4 T5 T5.3 T5.5 
 

T3 T4 T5 T5.3 T5.5 
  

a. RESIDENTIAL      f. OTHER:AGRICULTURAL      

Mixed Use Block      Greenhouse      

Flex Building      Stable      

Multi-Family Building      Kennel      

Live/Work Unit            

Townhouse      f. OTHER: AUTOMOTIVE      

Duplex      Gasoline      

Sideyard House      Automotive Service      

Cottage      Truck Maintenance      

House      Drive-Through Facility      

Villa      Rest Stop      

Accessory Unit      Roadside Stand      

      Billboard      

b. LODGING      Shopping Center      

Hotel (no room limit)      Shopping Mall      

Inn (up to 20 rooms)            

Bed & Breakfast      f. OTHER: CIVIL SUPPORT      

School Dormitory      Fire Station      

      Police Station      

c. OFFICE      Cemetery      

Office Building      Funeral Home      

Live/Work Unit      Hospital      

      Medical Clinic      

d.  RETAIL            

Open Market Building      f. OTHER: EDUCATION      

Retail Building      College      

Restaurant      High School      

Kiosk      Trade School      

Push Cart      Elementary School      

Liquor Store      Other – Childcare Center      

Bank            

Adult Entertainment      f. OTHER: INDUSTRIAL      

      Heavy Industrial Facility      

e. CIVIC      Light Industrial Facility      

Bus Shelter      Truck Depot      

Convention Center      Laboratory Facility      

Conference Center      Water Supply Facility      

Exhibition Center      Sewer & Waste Facility      

Fountain or Public Art      Electric Substation      

Library      Wireless Transmitter      

Live Theater      Cremation Facility      

Movie Theater      Warehouse      

Museum      Produce Storage      

Outdoor Auditorium      Mini-Storage      

Parking Structure      

By Right  

By Condition  

Playground      

Sports Stadium      

Surface Parking Lot      

Religious Assembly      
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TABLE 21-15.   FORM-BASED CODE GRAPHICS – T3 

 
 T3  BUILDING CONFIGURATION 

   

1. Building height shall be 

measured in number of 

building stories, excluding 

attics and raised basements. 

2. Stories may not exceed 

fourteen (14) feet in height 

from finished floor to finished 

ceiling. 

3. Height shall be measured to 

the eave or roof deck as 

specified on Table 21-9. 

 
See Table 21-1 

l. BUILDING FUNCTION    (Tables 21-11 & 21-14) SETBACK – PRINCIPAL BUILDING 

Residential restricted use 1. The facades and elevations of 

the Principal Buildings shall 

be distanced from the lot lines 

as shown. 

2. Facades shall be built along 

the principal frontage to the 

minimum specified width in 

(g.). 

 

 

Lodging restricted use 

Office restricted use 

Retail restricted use 

k. BUILDING CONFIGURATION    (Table 21-9) 

Principal Building two (2) stories max.  

Outbuilding two (2) stories max. 

f. LOT OCCUPATION    (Table 21-2(f)) 

Lot Width 40 ft. min. / 70 ft. max. 

Lot Coverage 60% max. 

i. BUILDING DISPOSITION    (Table 21-10) SETBACK - OUTBUILDING 

Edgeyard permitted  1. The elevations of the 

Outbuilding shall be distanced 

from the lot lines as shown. 

 

 

Sideyard not permitted  

Rearyard not permitted 

g. SETBACKS – PRINCIPAL BUILDING (Table 21-2(g)) 

Front Principal 12 ft. – 30 ft. 

Front Secondary 16 ft. min. 

Side 5 ft. min. 

Rear 20 ft. min. 

Frontage Buildout 50% min. 

h. SETBACKS – OUTBUILDING    (Table21-2(h)) PARKING PLACEMENT 

Front 20 ft. min. + bldg. setback 1. Uncovered parking spaces 

may be provided within the 

second and third layer as 

shown in the diagram (see 

Table 21-20(d)).  

2. Covered parking shall be 

provided within the third layer 

as shown in the diagram (see 

Table 21-20(d)). Side- or rear- 

entry garages may be allowed 

in the first or second layer. 

3. Trash containers and storage 

shall be stored within the third 

layer and screened from the 

frontage. 

 

 

Side 3 ft. min. ea. or  
6 ft. combined total 

Rear 3 ft. min* 

*or 3 ft. max. at Alley Corner Lots 

j. PRIVATE FRONTAGES    (Table 21-8) 

Common Lawn Permitted 

Porch & Fence Permitted 

Terrace / Lightwell not permitted 

Forecourt not permitted 

Stoop not permitted 

Shopfront not permitted 

Refer to Summary Table 21-2 

PARKING PROVISIONS 

(See Tables 21-11, 21-12 & 21-13) 
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TABLE 21-16.   FORM-BASED CODE GRAPHICS – T4 

 
 T4  BUILDING CONFIGURATION  

   

1. Building height shall be 

measured in number of 

building stories, excluding 

attics and raised basements. 

2. Stories may not exceed 

fourteen (14) feet in height 

from finished floor to finished 

ceiling. 

3. Height shall be measured to 

the eave or roof deck as 

specified on Table 21-9. 

 
 

 

See Table 21-1 

l. BUILDING FUNCTION    (Tables 21-11 & 21-14) SETBACK – PRINCIPAL BUILDING  

Residential limited use 1. The facades and elevations of 

the Principal Building shall be 

distanced from the lot lines as 

shown. 

2. Facades shall be built along 

the Principal Frontage to be 

the minimum specified with in 

(g). 

 

 

Lodging limited use 

Office limited use 

Retail limited use 

k. BUILDING CONFIGURATION    (Table 21-9) 

Principal Building  

Outbuilding  

f.  LOT OCCUPATION    (Table 21-2(f)) 

Lot Width  

Lot Coverage  

i. BUILDING DISPOSITION (Table 21-10) SETBACKS – OUTBUILDING  

Edgeyard permitted 1. Elevations of the Outbuilding 

shall be distanced from the lot 

lines as shown 

 

 

Sideyard permitted 

Rearyard permitted 

g. SETBACKS – PRINCIPAL BLDG.    (Table 21-2(g)) 

(g.1) Front Principal 0 ft. – 12 ft. 

(g.2) Front Secondary 0 ft. – 12 ft. 

(g.3) Side 0ft. min. or 6 ft. total 

(g.4) Rear 3 ft. min.* 

Frontage Buildout 70% min. at setback 

*or 15 ft. from centerline of Alley or Lane. 

h. SETBACKS – OUTBUILDING    (Table 21-2(h)) PARKING PLACEMENT 

(h.1) Front  1.   Uncovered parking spaces 

may be provided within the 

second and third layer as 

shown in the diagram (See 

Table 21-20(d)). 

2. Covered parking shall be 

provided within the third layer 

as shown in the diagram (see 

Table 21-20(d)). Side- or rear- 

entry garages may be allowed 

in the first or second layer. 

3. Trash containers and storage 

shall be stored within the third 

layer and screened from 

frontage. 

 

 

(h.2) Side  

(h.3) Rear  

j. PRIVATE FRONTAGES    (Table 21-8) 

Common Lawn not permitted 

Porch & Fence permitted 

Terrace / Lightwell permitted 

Forecourt permitted 

Stoop permitted 

Shopfront permitted 

Parking Lot not permitted  

Refer to Summary Table 21-2 

PARKING PROVISIONS 

(See Tables 21-11, 21-12 & 21-13) 
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TABLE 21-17.   FORM-BASED CODE GRAPHICS – T5 

 
 T5  BUILDING CONFIGRATION 

  
 

1. Building height shall be 

measured in number of 

building stories, excluding 

attics and raised basements. 

2. Stories may not exceed 

fourteen (14) feet in height 

from finished floor to finished 

ceiling. 

3. Height shall be measured to 

the eave or roof deck as 

specified on Table 21-9. 

 

See Table 21-1 

l. BUILDING FUNCTION (Tables 21-11 & 21-14) SETBACKS – PRINCIPAL BUILDING 

Residential open use 1. The facades and elevations 

of the Principal Buildings 

shall be distanced from the 

lot lines as shown. 

2. Facades shall be built along 

the Principal Frontage to the 

minimum specified width in 

(g.). 

 

 

Lodging open use 

Office open use 

Retail not permitted 

k. BUILDING CONFIGURATION (Table 21-9) 

Principal Building four (4) stories max. 

Outbuilding two (2) stories max. 

g. LOT OCCUPATION (Table 21-2(f)) 

Lot Width 22 ft. – 180 ft.  

Lot Coverage 100% max. 

i. BUILDING DISPOSITION (Table 21-9) SETBACKS – OUTBUILDING  

Edgeyard Permitted 1. Elevations of the Outbuilding 

shall be a distance from the 

lot lines as shown. 

 

 

 

Sideyard Permitted 

Rearyard Permitted 

h. SETBACKS – PRINCIPAL BLDG. (Table 21-2(g)) 

(g.1) Front Principal 0 ft. – 8 ft.  

(g.2) Front Secondary 0 ft. – 8 ft.  

(g.3) Side 8 ft. max. 

(g.4) Rear 3 ft. min.* 

Frontage Buildout 80% min. at setback 

*or 15 ft. from centerline of Alley or Lane 

i. SETBACKS – OUTBUILDING (Table 21-2(h)) PARKING PLACEMENT 

(h.1) Front 40 ft. max. from rear 

property line 

1.   Uncovered parking spaces 

may be provided within the 

second and third layer as 

shown in the diagram (See 

Table 21-20(d)). 

2. Covered parking shall be 

provided within the third layer 

as shown in the diagram 

(See Table 21-20(d)). 

3. Trash containers and storage 

shall be stored within the 

third layer. 

 

 

(h.2) Side 0 ft. min. 

(h.3) Rear 3  ft. max. 

j. PRIVATE FRONTAGES (Table 21-8) 

Common Lawn not permitted 

Porch & Fence not permitted 

Terrace / Lightwell Permitted 

Forecourt Permitted 

Stoop Permitted 

Shopfront Permitted 

Refer to Summary Table 21-2 

PARKING PROVISIONS 

(See Tables 21-11, 21-12 & 21-13) 
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TABLE 21-18.   FORM-BASED CODE GRAPHICS – T5.3 

 
 T5.3  BUILDING CONFIGURATION 

   

1. Building height shall be 

measured in number of 

building stories, excluding 

attics and raised 

basements. 

2. Stories may not exceed 

fourteen (14) feet in height 

from finished floor to 

finished ceiling. 

3. Height shall be measured 

to the eave or roof deck as 

specified on Table 21-9. 

 

See Table 21-1 

l. BUILDING FUNCTION    (Table 21-11 & 21-14) SETBACKS – PRINCIPAL BUILDING 

Residential Open use 1. The facades and elevations 

of the Principal Buildings 

shall be distanced from the 

lot lines as shown. 

2. Facades shall be built along 

the Principal Frontage to the 

minimum specified width in 

(g.). 

 

 

Lodging Open use 

Office Open use 

Retail Open use 

Industrial Not permitted 

k. BUILDING CONFIGURATION     (Table 21-9) 

Principal Building 4 stories max. 

Outbuilding 2  stories max. 

f.  LOT OCCUPATION    (Table 21-2(f)) 

Lot Width 22 ft. – 180 ft. 

Lot Coverage 100% max. 

j. BUILDING DISPOSITION    (Table 21-10) SETBACKS – OUTBUILDING 

Edgeyard Permitted 1. The elevations of the 

Outbuildings shall be 

distanced from the lot lines 

as shown. 

 

 

Sideyard Permitted 

Rear Year Permitted 

g. SETBACKS PRINCIPAL BLDG.    (Table 21-2(g)) 

(g.1) Front Principal 0 ft. – 8 ft.  

(g.2) Front Secondary 0 ft. – 8 ft.  

(g.3) Side 8 ft. max. 

(g.4) Rear 3 ft. min.* 

Frontage Buildout 80% min. at setback 

*or 15 ft. from centerline of Alley or Lane 

h. SETBACKS – OUTBUILDING    (Table 21-2(h)) PARKING PLACEMENT 

(h.1) Front 40 ft. max. from rear 

property line. 

1. Uncovered parking spaces 

may be provided within the 

second and third layer as 

shown in the diagram (See 

Table 21-20(d)). 

2. Covered parking shall be 

provided within the third 

layer as shown in the 

diagram (See Table 21-

20(d)). 

3. Trash containers and 

storage shall be stored 

within the third layer. 

 

 

(h.2) Side 0 ft. min. 

(h.3) Rear 3 ft. max. 

k. PRIVATE FRONTAGES    (Table 21-8) 

Common Lawn Not permitted 

Porch & Fence Not permitted 

Terrace / Lightwell Permitted 

Forecourt Permitted 

Stoop Permitted 

Shopfront Permitted  

Refer to Summary Table 21-2 

PARKING PROVISIONS 

(See Tables 21-11, 21-12 & 21-13) 
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TABLE 21-19.   FORM-BASED CODE GRAPHICS – T5.5 

 
 T5.5  BUILDING CONFIGURATION 

  

 1. Building height shall be measured in 

number of building stories, excluding 

attics and raised basements. 

2. Stories may not exceed fourteen (14) 

feet in height from finished floor to 

finished ceiling. 

3. Height shall be measured to the eave 

or roof deck as specified on Table 

21-9. 

 

      See Table 21-1    

l. BUILDING FUNCTION    (Tables 21-11 & 21-14) SETBACKS – PRINCIPAL BUILDING 

Residential open use 1. The facades and elevations of the 

Principal Buildings shall be distanced 

from the lot lines as shown. 

2. Facades shall be built along the 

Principal Frontage to the minimum 

specified width in (g.). 

 

 
 
 

Lodging open use 

Office open use 

Retail open use 

Industrial by Conditional Use 

l. BUILDING CONFIGURATION    (Table 21-9) 

Principal Building 5 stories max. & 

2 stories min. 

Outbuilding 2  stories max. 

f. LOT OCCUPATION    (Table 21-2(f)) 

Lot Width 22 ft. – 180 ft. 

Lot Coverage 100% max. 

i. BUILDING DISPOSITION    (Table 21-10) SETBACKS – OUTBUILDING  

Edgeyard Not permitted 1. The elevations of the Outbuildings 

shall be distanced from the lot lines 

as shown. 

 

 

Sideyard Permitted 

Rearyard Permitted 

g. SETBACKS – PRINCIPAL BLDG. (Table 21-2(g)) 

(g.1) 0 ft. – 8 ft. 

(g.2) 0 ft. – 8 ft. 

(g.3) 8 ft. max. 

(g.4) 3 ft. min.* 

Frontage Buildout 80% min. at setback 

*or 15 ft. from centerline of Alley or Lane 

h. SETBACKS – OUTBUILDING    (Table 21-2 (h)) PARKING PLACEMENT 

(h.1) Front 40 ft. max from rear 

property line 

1. Uncovered parking spaces may be 

provided within the second and third 

layer as shown in the diagram (See 

Table 21-20(d)). 

2. Covered parking shall be provided 

within the third layer as shown in the 

diagram (See Table 21-20(d)). 

3. Trash containers and storage shall 

be stored within the third layer. 

 

 

(h.2) Side 0 ft. min. 

(h.3) Rear 3  ft. max. 

j. PRIVATE FRONTAGES    (Table 21-8) 

Common Lawn Not permitted 

Porch & Fence Not permitted 

Terrace / Lightwell Permitted 

Forecourt Permitted 

Stoop Permitted 

Shopfront Permitted 

Refer to Summary Table 21-2 

PARKING PROVISIONS 

(See Tables 21-11, 21-12 & 21-13) 
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TABLE 21-20.   DEFINITIONS ILLUSTRATED 

 

a. THOROUGHFARE & FRONTAGES 

 
b. TURNING RADIUS c. BUILDING DISPOSITION 

  
d. LOT LAYERS e. FRONTAGE & LOT LINES 

  
f. SETBACK DESIGNATIONS  
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